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+ The publication ceremony
held. Chief guest: Minister for
Razzak. Venue: VIP lounge of National

ion ceremony

+ A general meeting

epartment
m{amme scheduled for March 3. Venue:
gan Ltd. Jibon Bima Tower, 10, Dilkusha

the lecture. Venue: Bangl
ditorium. Dhaka Shishu Hospital, Sher-e-Bangla

ladesh National Museum, Shahbagh
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al ceremony: The

esh Club Camporee, organ-
Prime Mirl:?ster Sheikh
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adesh Institute of Child

| Awal Bulbul, ex-

A 3-day 'New Millennium
by Abdu
Relations Association and

rate the exhibition. Venue:
. Time: 4 pm. The exhibi-

2000 will be put on display.

public from 5 pm to 9 pm on the openin

the rest two days. One hund

" BNP leader

Julmut Ali
Khan dead

BNP leader Advocate Julmut
All Khan died of old age compli-
cations yesterday. He was 71,
reports UNB.

Khan, a founder member of
BNP national execultive com-
mittee, died at Combined Mili-
tary Hospital at 1:05 pm, family
sources said’

He left behind one daughter
and a host of relatives and well-
wishers to mourn his death.

His namaj-e-fanaja will be
held at Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque after Zohr
grayers today and he will be
uried at Banani Graveyard,
Khan was a joint secretary
%eneral of BNP from 1979 to

985. During the BNP rule, he
was Bangladesh Ambassador to
Bhutan and to Thailand. He was
also a Director of Bangladesh
Bank and Chairman of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha.
In his student life, he was the
first general secretary of Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU).

President condoles

death

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed has expressed
profound shock at the death of
Julmat Ali Khan, a senfor ad-
vocate of Bangladesh Supreme

Court.
In a message of condolence,

Discussion meeting: Swadesh Chinta Sangha has or-
o mark the 80th birth anniversary

med Sharif. Venue: Student-Teach-
ers Centre (TSC) auditorium on DU campus. Time: 3 pm.

BSGE lecture: A lecture on 'Speci E&’ui -
ment and Techniques on Worldwide Projects’ will be held. Woli-

G Brunner of BAUER SPEZIAL TI
the lecture. Organiser; Bangladesh Society
neering (BSGE). Venue: Seminar room (1st floor) of Civil Engineer-
ing Building, BUET campus. Time: 5 pm.

ganised a discussion meetin
of eminent intellectual Prof

gan

Seminar: The Centre for Human Rights will hold a seminar
on Violation of Human Rights in Chechnya. Venue:

Jau]g'a Press Club. Time: 3:30 pm.

r Aftab Ahmed. Professor of Political Science of Dhaka
University will present the keynote paper.

Film show:
‘Farewell My Concubine

Chalachitram
(China) on the 4th day of its 3rd pro-

ramme on the series “A Tribute to the Great Filmmakers of the
entury: A Selection of Films.” Venue: Auditorium of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 6 :30 pm.

al Foundation
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e — -_-;W?-;—-‘ﬂﬂ\"\.lﬂﬁuﬂ“:#n'ﬁ::‘ '$"
S _t.._f'.l\ .l.-.[?_.ll v ?_i !.
e ':#x"i; *

¥

VIP Lounge of

Film Soclety will screen

division and at one or two

pm today, reports UNB.

| Night temperature may remain| nearly: unchanged over- the

country.

The country's highest temperature 30.3 degree Celslus was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 12.2 degrees at

Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:52 pm and rises on

Monday at 6:33 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and i,umidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in | % wardi Hospl-
in Celsius percentage tal in the city. He was 50, re
A Ma::; Mig Morning Evenin NGNS BESee - 2 BaE &

Dhalka 23. 18. o 2 State Minister for Informa-
Chittagong 30.0 16.0 70 22 | tion Prof Abu Sayeed cc 1doled

Hajandul 22D 16.6 % 78 | the death of Tofail Ahmedl.
Khulna 27.0 162 8 86 In a message, he prayed for
?’a.l?s_e,ﬂ ?62 14.5 58 7 | the eternal pecar > of the departed
<2 b e o= 13.6 % 73 | soul and conveyed his deep
i s 182 o 6l | sympathy to the members of the

—| bereaved family.

Moderate rain likely
Light to moderate rain or temporary

temporary gusty wind may occur at
places over Chill.a%ung. Barisal,

Rajshahi, Sylhet and Dhaka divisions in the ne<:

showers accompanied by
few places over Khulna

2 hours tili 6

—

Biochemical
Society

A new executive council of
the Bangladesh Biochemical
Sociely was formed recently
- with Prof Niyyum Choudhury
and Prof Yearul Kabir as its
president and general secretary
respectively, says a press re-
lease.

Other members of the com-
mittee are vice presidents: Prof
Syed Saleheen Qadri and Prof
Ishtiag Mahmud, treasurer:
Prof M Khalilur Rahman, joint
secretaries: Fahima Rokhsana
and Dr M Aftab Uddin, mem-
bers: Prol M Qaisuddin, Prof
Rafiqur Rahman, Prof H K M
Yusuf, Muhammad Sadiqul 1s-
lam, Muhammad Matiur Rah-
man. Prof M Anwar Hossain,
Prof Mamun Rashid Chowd-
hury, Prof Aminul Haque
Bhuiyan. Prof Laila Noor Islam,

e e

‘National Prof M R Khan, Prof

o m m  m AN R AR
Pt AN b R
e e o B

Prof Haseena Khan and AF M
Abdul Hye.

BPF, SUS

Bangladesh Protibondhi
Foundation (BPF) and Samaj
Unnayan Sangstha (SUS) held a
function at the auditorium of
BPF. The function was organ-
ised in memory of Bc%un ufia
Kamal, says a press release.

Teachers, staff of BPF, SUS,

Latifa Akanda, Nargis Jalfer,
Shamsi Ara Hossain, Dr Sul-
tana S Zaman, Prof Naushaba
Khatoon spoke on the occasion.

A number of artistes of
Bangladesh paid tribute
through their songs. A photo
exhibition was also organised
on the occasion depicting the
work related (o bntﬁ BPF and
SUS. The exhibition will re-
main open today and tomorrow
from 8 am to 2 pm.

Top UN official in Iraq
likely to quit in April

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 12:
" The top UN humanitarian offi-
clal in Iraq Is expected to leave
his post in early April, after
running afoul of the United
States and Britain for criticls-
ing sanctions against Baghdad,
UN sources sald, reporls
Reulers,

Hans von Sponeck, a Ger-
man career UN official, this
month criticised the nine-year-
old UN trade sanctions and said
the humanitarian oll-for-food
programme he heads was not
even meeting minimum re-
guirements of the country's 22
million people.

He will return to New York
for consultations at the end of
March and then go back to
Baghdad briefly before leavin

his fost. the sources said. U
spokesman John Mills refused
to comment on Friday but said
the New York visit had been
scheduled as early “as last
November.

Von Sponeck, was a Led
to his on Oct, 26, f’ 98, the
fifth humanitarian coordina-
tor to run the programme,
which allows Begﬁ‘gad to sell
- oll and purchase , medicine
- and other goods under tight su-
- pervision. .

November, Secretary-
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General Kofi Annan extended
his term to April 25 rather than
for a full year as some expected,
but refused to release him fm-
mediately as Washington had
wanted.

Asked about von Sponeck's
expected departure, US State
chilrtment spokesman James
Rubin said: "Good."

“I think an article in the
Iraql press praising his ap-
proach to his work {s ample ev-
idence of his unsuitablility for
this post,” Rubin said.

"His job is to work on behalfl

of the Iraql people and not the
regime and we look forward to

an able manager who will max-
imize the benelits of the oil-for-

food programme.” he added.

On Friday, the Iraql newspa-

per al-Tharwa sald von Spo-

neck's anhlysis was based on

facts and figures. "He did not
publish

"sponsible assignments

personal viewpoints Ir-
relevant to his job when he
talked about the deterioration
of the health or food situation

the President recalled his long
professional career. Khan also
proved himself successful as

ambassador and in other re-
like

chairman of BSS governing

boc%.\he said.
e President said late Khan
was a man of rare qualities and

respected by all for his pleasing

personality.
He conveyed heartfelt sym-

pathy to the members of the be-
reaved family and Lﬁm ed for
-

the eternal peace of eparted
soul.
Khaleda
condoles

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has expressed deep
shock at the death of partly
leader Advocate Julmut All

Khan.
In a condolence message, she

said Julmut Ali was a veleran
lawyer and a leader of BNP
since its inception.

~ "In his death, we have lost a
reputed lawyer and a politician.
His demise is an irreparable
loss to the nation,” she said.
She prayed for eternal peace
of the departed soul and con-
veyed sympathy to the bereaved
family members.

PID chief

photographer
dead

The Chiefl
Photographer
of the Press
Information

Department

(PID) Tofail
Ahmed yes-
terday died of
cardiac ar-
rest at Suhra-

The namaj-e-janaza of To-
fail Ahmed was held at the
Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque after Asr prayers. The
janaza was attended by the
members of BCS Information
Association and members of
the PID Employees Welfare As-
sociation. The body was sent (o
his village home at Hassan Ga-
nipur under Dagon Bhuiyan in
Feni district for burial. .

A condolence meeting In
memory of Tofail Ahmed will
be held at the PID newsroom
during lunch break today.

The BCS Information Asso-
ciation and PID Employees Wel-
fare Association also condoled
the death of the Chief Photog-
rapher.

Actress Najma
Hussain dead

Eminent radio and TV ac-
tress Najma Hussain died of
cardiac arrest at her Rankin
Street residence, Wari, in the
ci% early yesterday morning,
BTV sources sald. She was 45,
reports BSS.

She is survived by her hus-
band, actor Nur Hussain Dilu, a
son, a daughter and a large
number of colleagues, admirers.

Her namaj-e-Janaza was
held at Juginagar Jam-e-Masjid
and Bangﬂdcsh Television af-
ter Zohr prayers yesterday be-
fore she was buried at Azimpur
Graveyard.

The qulkhawnt of Najma
Hussain will be held at 30/1
Rankin Street on February 15
after Asr prayers.

Valentine's Day
programmes

Biswa Bhalobasa Dibas Ud-
japon Parishad (World Valen-
tine's Day Celebration Council)
has taken ug an elaborate pro-
gramme to observe the day, says
a press release,

The programmes will be held
on Dhaka University Sharak
Deep Swoparfito Swadhinata
Mancha tomorrow which in-
clude reading love letters, re-
calling, reciting poems on love,
Persons who are interested in
participating the programmes
may contact Mufti Ahmed,

resident, Biswa Bhalobasa
ibash Udjapon Parishad, Z-
14, Tajmohal Road, Moham-

in Iraq.” it sald, madpur, Dhaka-1207, Tel:

Von Sponeck had been told 019352511 or Ahmed Sabbir
to curb his public statements Romeo, joint secretary Blswa
last November, But he resumed | Bhalobasa Dibash Udjapon

interviews with German and US
media this month, an indica-
| to leave his job.
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Parishad, 7/12, Block-B, l-
matia, Dhaka-1207, Tel:

long
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
auditorium organised by the
Prothom Alo, a leading Bangla
daily, argued that despite its
merits and demerits the policy
document that holds the lJ::

healthcare facilities for the en-
tire population should be per-
ceived positively rather than
considering it as a debatable is-
sue

The Prothom Alo, a leading Ba
Policy at the auditorium of Ban
(BIISS). Seen in the picture from
Ali , Rashid-e-Mahbub.

Speakers at a roundtable

discussion meeting yesterday
sald that the National Health
Policy (NHP), anrnved by the
Cabinet, i

point in the country's health-
care delivery

signifies a turning-

system.
The discussants at the day-
roundtable at the

te of

"-‘By continuing to denounce

some of the contents of the
NHP, which is yet to be placed
in
delaying the process 1o reac
our
tradictions, which have scopes
for amendments, but that can-
not hold us back from taking
the policy forward,"” said Mo-
hammad Ali,
secretary during whose tenure
the policy was formulated.

parliament, we are 5Implf§;

goal. There could be con-

former health

Another speaker said, "We do

not have a health policy and we
cannot
since we formulated it at such a
huge cost, so we should endorse
it shunning the trivial contro-
versies.”

expect a flawless one

the discussants,
Editor Motiur

Welcoming
Prothom Alo

Rahman said, "In the last 29
“years we could not yet establish

the fundamental rights of the
people by providing them ade-

quate healthcare facilities. In

such a long period of time, we
haven't had a health policy
which has thrown the health
sector in a complete disarray.”’

NHP signifies turning-point in
 healthcare delivery system

Prothom Alo roundtable on Nat'l Health Policy

By Staff Correspondent

He said, "We have nolticed

that a new health policy has
been lormulated but it's taking

too much time in the imple-
mentation process. There is no
indication either for its imple-
mentation sooner.”

"We expect that the govern-
ment would take initiative for
its early implementation
[Flucing it in the parliament for
discussion) giving relief to the
existing problems.”

Seeing it in a critical point
of view, Dr Zafrullah Chowd-
hury of Consumer Association
ol Bangladesh said, "A vested
quarter of the Bangladesh Med-
ical Association (BMA) has
been manipulating the policy
document for their interest al-
though the document has been
approved by the Cabinet. The
same BMA leaders nave be
fooled the nation in previous
occasion and they are doing it
again.”

Other discussants ques-
tioned the relevance of estab-
lishing community clinic under
the reformed ﬁeallh pro-

ramme (HPSP) at a cost of such
uge foreign loan. "In most
cases, we have failed to make
the existing healthcare infras-
tructure even functional, then
why should we skip the existing
ones and construct more infras-
tructure which is meaningless.”

Some of the discussants also
questioned whether the com-
mittee, formed to formulate
NHP, had seeked opinion of the
general people. Questions were

‘also raised about the 26-mem-

ber NHP Formulation Commit-
tee, They said that the commit-
tee dominated move by doctors
community and less by the civil
society. "It lacks balance,”
commented one of the discus-
sants.

ngla daily, urganisea a roundtable on National Health
gladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(L to R) Dr D K Nath, Prof Muzaffar Ahmed, Mohammad

—Star photo
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such as customs clearance, port

clearance, ulllity connections

like electricity, telephone, gas,

water, must also be [ree from

administrative delays and ha-

rassment.

Bangladesh must accelerate

industrial growth by liberalis-

ing the economic and trade

policies, suggested Minloo.

The government must also
develop a viable employment

and manpower policies (o raise

the technlical capability of the
population, since human re-

source development has not
been adequately addressed.

This is reflected in
Bangladesh's high (illiteracy
rates among men (51 per cent)
and women (74 per cenlt).

He sald the population is
growing by 1.6 per cent, which
means about 30 lakh young
boys and girls enter the job
market annually. The em-
ployment situation will become
more grave when most of the
people currently employed in
the agriculture sector become
unemployed.

Mintoo said special job-cre-
ation programmes, such as food
for work, should be expanded.

NGO programmes should be
also strengthen and encour
to undertake more self-em-

ployment, trade and productive
activities,
Mintoo said industrial

ﬁrnwth was the only way to re-
uce unemployment, since it
increased production and cre-
ated jobs. Unemployment was
the root of the social disorder,
political instability, mugging
and extortion inhibiting the
country's process and creal
its deplorable economic situa-
tion.

In the long-term, Mintoo
sald there should be a separate

policy to promote small,
medium and cottage indusiries.
“It Is necessary to provide a sep-
arate package of incentives
facilities' to the investors in
this group of industries.”

However, Mintoo said a
dearth of credit and equity sup-
port was a major impeciment Lo
industrial development Access
to credit at reasonable rales
should be ensured, since current
interest rate- were extremely
high. Companies cannot be
competitive if their capital
costs are high, he said.

Other discussants sald that
the policy document does not
reflect views of many impor-
tant stakeholders like nurses,
village doctors and also those
who are practising Unanatl and
Ayurbedic medicine.

“The document focuses on
doctors and their interests are
reflected more J:)rominently in
the documented than the man
target group — the people and
their interests. Doctors are
health providers whereas the
policy is intended for the gen-
eral people. It is very unfortu-
nate that the NHP does not re-
flect people's voice properly.

Dr Quazi Quamruzzaman,
Chairman of Dhaka Commu-
nity Hospital Trustee said, "We
have noticed in the past that
consultants were hired at a cost
of millions of Taka but we have
had little benefit from them
and on top of that there is little
transparency noticec in the
policy document.”

Among others, who spoke on
the occasion were economist
Prof Mozaffar Ahmed of Trans-
parency International
Bangladesh Trustee, Monzoor
Karim, former health secreta
and also a consultant of Unicef,
Dr M A Sobur, convenor of fo-
rum of healthcare, Dr Humayun
Hye, former World Bank con-
sultant on health, Prof Rashid-
e-Mahbub, BMA president Dr D
K Nath, Adaitional Secretary,
Health Ministry, Taposhi Bhat-
tacharya, president of Diploma
Nurses Association.

' The National Health Policy
was submitted to the Prime

Minister in July 1998. After ten
months, the Cabinet approved
the policy in May, 1999. The
policy document focuses on cer-
tain strategies for implementa-
tion of the recommendations.

Health policy to be announced soon

CHITTAGONG, Feb 12:
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim today said that all prepa-
rations have been completed to
recruit 1000 doctors and 2000
nurses to improve the health
sector, reports BSS.

The new health policy will
soon be announced and urged
upon the doctors and nurses to
improve quality of services de-
livered to the patients.

Selim said this while paying
a surprise visit to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital today.

The minister assured that
all sorts of modern medical
equipment including operation
light and surgical apparatus
will be provided for smooth
running of oreraan cases.

The health minister said
that there is no scarcity of X-
ray film in the hospitals and
the %ovcrnment has made a
satisfactory reserve ol X-ray
films which could fulfil the re-
quirements more than one and
hall year.

Selim went round different
wards, sections including oper-
ation theatre, surgical, antena-
tal and postnatal and cardiol-
oﬂ]y units of the hospital and
talked to the patients about
their welfare.

Later, the Health Minister
had a meeting with divisional
health and family planning of-
fictals at Chittagong Circuit
House today.

Sheikh Selim directed the
authority concerned to gear up
field level family planning ac-
tivities with a view to reducing
the population growth rate

from 1,5% to 1.2%.

Terming arsenic contamina-
tion and HIV/AIDS as most im-
pending dangers for the coun-

(ry. the health minister said the
government has undertaken ef-
fective steps to train up the fam-
ily planning workers on the
cliseases to create massive
awareness among people.

Selimm urged the doctors (o
devote more attention to the
wellbeing of the poor and to be
punctual in attending duty. In
spite of resource constraint, the
present government is firmly
committed to ensuring health
service to the doorstep of the
people. "The success of our en-
deavour depends on your sin-
cerity, honesty and service" he
said.

Selim said as the purchase
system of the Central Store De-
partment (CSD) has been eased,
necessary surgical and patho-
logical equipment can be col-
lected without difficulty.

In this regard he said there
are adequate stocks ol the X-ray
films in all hospitals now
which was unthinkable in the
past. Incentive care unit and
Eynecnlngy department of

angabandhu Sheikh MuLib
Medical University would be
modernised for ensuri.g better
service to the cardiac patients
and expecting mothers, he said.

Speaking about various pre-
vailing problems In the health
sector, the minister said, "Many
problems remained unsolved
due to indecision and steps
could not be taken timely”. He
said there is no scope Lo exam-
ine quality of the medicine,
which are being sold in rural
dispensaries and pharmacies.

Drug admirastration will be
reshuffled, he said,

Chilta,gunlg City Corporation
Mayor A M Mohjuddin

Chowdhury, Divisional Com-
missioner ol Chittagong S M

9131301, 9127886, 018231059,

- - bl e
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A Japanese team will present cultural programme today at
| the Osmany Memorial Hall in the city.

—Star photo
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Preparations complete to
recruit 1000 doctors: Selim

Mobaidul Islam, acting Princi-
pal of Chittagong Medical Col-
lege (CMCH) Dr Subhagata
Chowdhury, pro-vice chancel-
lor of the USTC Dr L A Quaderi
and director of the CMCH and
Civil Surgeon Biswanath Paul,
among others, addressed the
meeting.

3 criminals
held in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 12: Three
criminals were arrested from
different parts of the city today.

Pahartoli thana police ar-
rested Md Quamrul Hasan Ma-
mun, 22, a terrorist and ab-
sconding accused in three crim-
inal cases, including murder
from CDA Market area this al-
ternoon.

Detective Branch of police
arrested one Ershadul Islam,
26, from Kulapara area at Mo-
hora under Chandgaon thana
today. Ershad was arrested
from his alleged involvement
in terrorism, extortion and ab-
duction,

Joint rally

: From page 1
crime

Against such a background
the bill walts to become a law
automatically 15 days alter its
passage by parliament, the gov-
ernment leaders have said.

BNP Chalrperson and Leader
of the Opposition Khaleda Zia,
JP chiefl Ershad, leaders of left-
wing 11-parties, eminent con-
stitutional lawyers Syed Ishti-
aque Ahmed and Dr Kamal
Hossain called on President
Shahabuddin Ahmed recently.

They all urged the President
not to sign the Public Safety
B3ill.

Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed. Dr
Kamal Hossain and Barrister
Shafiq Ahmed, President of
Supreme Court Bar Assoclation
have submitted a memorandum
to the President urging him to
refer the bill to Supreme Court.

* With only a couple of days
left for the President of make up
his mind, the opposition hopes
to martial as many sunporters
as possible to build a pressure
upon the government and the
President to rethink, opposi-

sald.
umbgﬂggcgua}%u said they have

taken adequate securily mea-
sures (o guard against any un-
toward incident.

BDR and Armed Police Bat-
talions will remain standby.

From page 1

[ences. Under the law, a tri-
bunal will have no authority to
grant bail to any accused during
the investigation period, the
stipulated time being a maxi-
mum of 75 days.

The Opposition found the
Bill a repressive one almed at
crushing its movements. A
deeper look into Bill shows
that it could be used for politi-
cal purposes, although the gov-
erning party has consistently
been denying any such inten-
Lion.

It is hard to accept that di-
verting the direction of a car
against the will of its driver is a
bigger crime than damaging the
vehicle, But the Bill provides a
maximum of 10 years rigorous
imprisonment lor damang a
vehicle, while a maximum ol 14
years' rigorous imprisonment
for forcibly diverting the vehi-
cle’s direction. Many believe
that the government has gone
for such unsound provisions
with the political motive of
foiling opposition processions
which usuallv causes diversion
of traffic movement.

The Leader Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia mel
the President to request him
not to assent to the ‘repressive
law’. The President reportedly
told the BNP chief that there
was no Y]mm in refusing to as-
sent to the Bill as it was passed
as a Money Bill.

Under Article 80(3) of the
Constitution, a Money Bill
passed by parliament automat-
ically turns into a law in 15
da{s from the date of presenting
it before the President for his
assent. The article says: The
President, within fifteen days
after a Bill is presented to him,
shall assent to the Bill or, in the
case of a Bill other than a
Money Bill may return it 10
Parliament with a message re-
questing that the Bill or any
particular provisions there of
be reconsidered and that any
amendments is specified by
him in the message be consid-
ered; and if he fails so to do he
shall be deemed to have as-
sented to the Bill at the expira-
tion of that period,

'he Lead=r of the Opposition
still requested him not to give
his assent to the Bill, arguing
that it would then lack suffer
moral legitimacy.

Other political parties, some
face to face and some through
the media, made the same re-
quest to the President. Jatiya
Party led by Communications
Minister Anwar Hossain Monju
did not do so, but leaders of the
party at a recent meeting of its
extended central commitiee
criticised ‘certain provisions
of the Bill. Various professional
groups have also protested the
Bill.

The strongest blow to the
Bill came from former foreign
minister Dr Kamal Hossain,
former adviser on the caretaker
government Barrister Ishtiaque
Ahmed and President of the
Supreme Court Bar Assoclation
Barrister M Shafique Ahmed.
They submitted a memorandum
to President Shahabuddin
Ahmed on Thursady, claiming
that the Bill did not fall within
the definition of Money Bill as
per Article 8lof the Constitu-
tion.

The jurists requested the
President neither to assent to
the Bill, nor to refuse to do so.
They, rather, advised him 1o
‘refer the matter to the Supreme
Court under Article 106 of the
Constitution for its advisory
opinion whether it was a Money
Bill or not.

The Article says: If at any
time it appears to the President

President put to test

that question of law has arisen,
or is likely to arise, which is of
such a nature and of such public
importance that it expedient Lo

obtain the opinion of the

Supreme Court upon it, he may

refer the question to the Appel-

late Division for consideration
and the division may, alter
such hearing as it thinks fit, re-
port its opinion there on to the

President.

However, Money Bill, ac-

cording to Article 81(1), means
a Bill containing only provi-
sions dealing with all or any of
the following matters:
(a) the imposition. regulation,
alteration. remission or
repeal of any tax:
the borrowing of money or
the %‘Mng of any guarantee
by the Government, or the
amendment of any law re-
lating to the financial obli-
gations of the government;
the custody of the Consoli-
dated Fund, the payment of
money into, or the issue of
appropriation of moneys
from the Fund;

the imposition of a charge

upon the Consolidated

Fund or the alteration or

abolition of any such

ChEl]'L{t:

the receipt of moneys on

account of the Consoli-

dated Fund or the Public

Account of the Republic, or

the custody or issue of such

moneys, or the audit of the
accounts of the govern-
ment;

() any subordinate matter
incidental to any of the
matter specified in the
foregoing sup clauses |

Rules of Protedure of the
Jastiya Sangsad also provides a
definition of the Money Bill
Rule 127 says, “Finance Bill
means the bill ordinarily in-
troduced in each year to give ef-
fect to the financial proposals
of the government for the next
following financial year and
includes a Bill to give effect to
supplementary financial pro-
posals for any period”.

If referred to the SC, scope is
likely to be created for it to
make observations on certain
other aspects of the Bill, such as
gr‘L"‘H“.:_"]j'-‘.'.'p' 1T HWist < .
bailable. Restricting the au-
thority of the court to grant bail
is a fundamental breach of the
spirit of Rule of Law which
preaches that "a person is inno-
cent until proved guilty’. But the
Bill assumes that ‘every ac-
cused is guilty until proved in-
nocent'.

However, Prime Minister's
Adviser on Parliamentary Af-
fairs Suranjit Sengupta has re-
portedly warned that the Presi-
dent has no scope to refer the
Bill to the Supreme Court with-
out violating certain provisions
of the Constitution. In this re-
gard, he quoted Article 81(3) of
the Constitution that says : Ev-
ery Money Bill shall, when it is

resented to the President for

is assent, bear a certificate
under the hand of the Speaker
that it is a Money Bill, and such
certificate shall be conclusive
for all purposes and shall not be
questioned in any court.

However, all concerned are
to pass a few crucial hours to see
what the President eventually
does as regards the controver-
sial Public Salety (Special Pro-
visions) Bill, 2000

Pinochet’s health
WOrsens

SANTIAGO. Feb 12: The
health of former Chilean dicta-
tor Augusto Pinochet has sud-
denly worsened and family
members will travel to London

to see the alling ex-leader.
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Sources said, the leaders ol
opposition alliance are plan-
ning to reduce the hartal by two
days considering the problems
of the Hajj goers as well as the
business community. The Hajj
flights are scheduled to begin
from February 15.

Meanwhile, situation in the
varsity as well as in the town
became tense in the last few
days.

The opposition alllance
held a grand rally on February
7 and announced the longest
hartal. The two-day strike in
the educational institutions
ended Thursday. With weekly
holidays, the educational
institutions, banks, offices and
private concerns will remain
shut for 9 days due to live-day
hartal.

The situation took a new
turn two weeks ago when the
President as Chancellor of the
university asked the VC for
taking necessary sieps to con-

stitute the senate and settling
the issue of naming the halls

5-day hartal in Sy]hef ﬁ

and building ol the university.

Accordingly. the varsity au-
thorities started the process
and as part of it announced the
SL‘IIt"{'lll‘])L‘ for election of 15
teachers representatives to the
Senate.

Though the authorities are
hoping to find a solution,
sources said the Senate can not
stop implementing a decision
taken by the Syndicate.

Besides, 1t will take at least
two to three months to consti-
tute the Senate as because,
schedule for election of the rep-
resentatives of the registered
gracduates is also yet to be an-
nounced. sources informed.

The Syndicate named the
halls and buildings in Au
last year. The decision spar
protest by a section of people |
and political groups. The opt' F
sition alliance threw a num ‘
of agitation programmes de-
manding withdrawal of the
names. A madrassah student
was shot dead in BDR firing
during such programme on De-
cember 25 last.
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