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Painting exhibition:
menth-long exhibition of 150 local

- Safu Art Gallery,
Venue: Saj amcz

shan. Time: 10.00 30 pm.
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Saju Art Gallery begins a
and foreign artists’ \Erlnrka.

DCC North Super Market, 2nd Circle, Gul-

Fair Election Monitoring

) in collaboration with Study and Research Grou
(SRG) of Manabik Sahajjya Sangstha [Msgy P

will hold a meetin

on “Present Political Impasse”. Venue: Seminar room of ID
Bhaban E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani. Agargaon. Time : 10.00 am.

Memorial meeting: Bangladesh Foundation for the
Hnndlcn;;ped and Social Development Assoclation will hold a

memorial meet on late poetess Begum Sufia Kamal, Venue:
ni auditorium. 12 New Circular Road, West Malibagh. Time:
10.30 am.
Cultural ero ramme: The annual cultural
rogramme of East West University will be held. Venue : National
Eluscum auditorium. Time : 5.00 pm.

Film shOw: Chalachitram Film Society will screen "The
wall® (Turkish) as part of the 3rd programme of its series A

Tribute to the Great Filmmakers of the Centu

ry: A Selection of

Films". Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka auditorium. Time :

6.30 pim.

Cogguter art exhibition: The computer

gn

laxy

circle begins a computer art and graphics design

an
exhibition. Venue: Caleteria of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka.
Launchi.ng ceremony: The launching ceremony of a

book Planning and Management of Water Resources: Lessons from

Two Decades of Earl

Implementation

ects, Bangladesh will

be held. Organisers: The Environment and GIS Support Project for
Water Sector Planning (EGIS). Venue: CIRDAP auditorium. Time :

4.00 pm.

Roundtable: A roundtable discussion on “Separation of

Judiciary from the Executive” will be held.
Democratic Awareness. Venue: National Press

anjser: Centre for
lub.

Bovay (France) on the 3rd day of its 3rd progranmime on Lhe series "A
Tribute to the Great Filmmakers of the Ceniury: A sclection of
Films.” Venue: Auditorium of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time:
6:30 pm.

Light rain likely

L.i%{lal rain or drizzle may occur at one or two places over Dhaka
and Rajshahi divisions and weather may remain mainly dry
elsewhere over the country with partly cloudy sky over Khulna
division in the next 12 hours till 6 ?lm today. reports UNB.

Nc:ght temperature may rise slightly over the country during the
period, according to Met Office.

The country's highest temperature 30.2 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 8.7 degree Celsius
at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:51 pm and rises on Suncay
at 6:33 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Mornir& Evenin
Dhaka 25.6 15.2 4
Chittagong 28.7 195 64 50
Rajshahi 24.5 12.6 80 83
Barisal 27.0 13.6 70 67
Sylhet 25.7 11.8 65 48
Cox's Bazar IR o PSR TR ) FEFSISSE . RSO0 L& 42

Immediate hearing
of Bangabandhu's
trial judgement
demanded

Bangabandau Sangskritik
Jote yesterday brought out a
procession and held a rally in
the city demanding immediate
hearing of the judgement of
Bangabandhu murder trial, re-
ports BSS.

The procession was brought
out from the first gate of Ramna
Park and paraded different city
streets. Eminent film directors.
producers, actors and actresses
including Dr Enamul Haque,
Alamgir Kumkum, Advocate
Tarana Halim. Falguni Hamid,
Khairul Alam Sabuj, Dany
Sidak, Dilara Yasmin and Ja-
hangir Alam. among others,
participated in the procession.

The speakers at the rally
said that the killers of '71 and
‘75 are making conspiracies
against the nation and the
state. The BNP-led op]i:osmon is
trying to save the kil :rs of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, they said.

They called vpon the [ree-
dom (fighters, pro-liberation
and progressive forces to forge
Frcatcr unity against the de-

eated forces of 1971.

Clarification

Nasreen Khundker, Member
of the National Wages and Pro-
ductivity Commission (NWPC]J,
yesterday sent a clarification

rc&rding a news item Utled

MCCI's 'no’ to pay rise suggested

NWPC published in The
Star Thursday.

e clarification said: "The
first paragraph of this news
itemn quotes some wrong figures.
The recommendations on wages
of workers of E?ubllc seclor en-
lerprises (PSEs) Is to increase
the same from Tk 950 to Tk
1550, and not as stated.”

Some clarification is needed
on the terms of reference of

Workshop on food
processing begins
Feb 17

By Staff Correspondent

A two-day international

workshop on ‘Small-scale Food

Processing for Sustainable
Livelihood in Asia’ begins at the
Sonargaon Hotel on February
17.

Organised by Agro-process-
ing Programme of the [nterme-
diate Technology Development
Group (ITDG) — Bangladesh, a
UK based international devel-
opment organisation, the
workshop aims to facilitate,
share and disseminate the ex-
periences and lessons learnt on
different issues and concerns of
small-scale food processing in
Asia.

Amir Hossain Amu, ‘inis-
ter for Food and Prof Tehmina
Hussain, Secret for Women
and Children airs will at-
tend the workshop as chief
guest and special guest respec-
tively.

Renowned experts on food
rocessing and development
rom different Asian countries
will present papers and take
part in discussion at the work-
shop with a view to influence
government and non-govern-
mental decision-making on the
food processing sector. Experts
from Vietnam, Sri Lanka, In-
dia, Nepal, Indonesia, Qatar,
Philippines and UK will partic-
ipate and present papers in the
workshop.

Homemade bomb

explodes near
-Wall Street

NEW YORK, Feb 11: One man
was injured and taken to a hos-
pital after a homemade bomb
exploded early Friday near the
New York Stock Exchange, po-
lice sald, reports AFP.

NWPC 1998. The wages recom-

mendations were to be made A spokesman for the New

taking into account the capac- York Police Department said
rises the man was only slightly in-
1y of the enterp Lo Dy LUe jured in the blast lﬁat took

‘minimum cost of living," In-
come of comparable groups elc,
‘and not just paying capacity,
the clarification added.

place at the corner of Wall
Street and Water Street around
440 a.m. (1540 GMT).

The bomb was placed at the
foot of a bullding belonging to
Barclay's Bank some 300 me-
ters from the New York Stock
Exchange, according to care-
takers of the building.

The blast blew out a ground
floor window in the bulldin
and obliterated a public tras
bin at the scene. It appeared
that the blast was not very pow-

Roger Vadim dies

PARIS, Feb 11: Roger Vadim,
the French director whose
wives Brigitte Bardol and Jane
Fonda starred in his films, died

of cancer Friday aged 72, his en-  erful, since the windows of
lourage said, reports AFP. nearby buildings were not bro-
Vadim, whose real name was  ken,

Roger Plemiannikov, launched Police cordoned off the area

his first wife Bardot in "And  and bomb squad officers were
God Created Woman” in 1956. checking for other explosive

Fonda starred in his sultry devices, Police sald they had no
1968 movie “Barbarella”. sU in the case,

He had been married to his The New York Stock ex-

| Scientific confce

A&

on health research
begins in city
By Staff Correspondent

A three-day annual scien-
tific conference (ASCON) of
ICDDR.B was inaugurated yes-
terday. The conference like ev-
ery vear will focus on 'Health
System Research: Meeting the
Needs of Population in Transi-
tion.’

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof M
Amanullah inaugurated the
event as the chief guest at the
Centre for Health and Popula-
tion Research in Mohakhali in
the evening.

Participants from about 500
delegates [rom around the globe
including USA, UK, Indla, Aus-
tralia and Canada are attending
the ninth conference.

International expert Dr
Timothy Evans, head of Health
Division of Rockerfeller Insti-
tute, New York. Ugﬁ will c}f-
liver keynote speech on equity
chnllerfges for gflcblic health in
the context of globalisation to-
day.

y()rville Adams, another ex-
pert from Geneva (WHO)., will
deliver his keynote paper lo-
morrow on health system per-
formance assessment and im-
prmdnLF service delivery.

Both the papers are expected
to give a picture on the global
perspective on the theme of this
yvear's ASCON.

In total 51 sclentific papers
focusing an problems of health,

opulation, and development
E‘nm a multi-disciplinary per-
spective will be presented by na-
tional and international aca-
demic institutions.

ICDDR.B has made signifi-
cant contributions through
sharing of the centre's research
activities to strengthen the na-
tional health system. Despite
recent progress in healthcare,
Bangladesh still faces many
challenges in order to improve
the health status of the popula-
tion such as reducing health in-
equalities. improving the qual-
ity of healthcare and to in-
crease the efliciency and sus-
tainability of service dclive?ln

This year the centre has also
received contributions related
to health policy and planning;
organisation of service deliv-
ery. community perspectives on
healthcare and stakeholders'
participation, case manage-
ment of specific diseases, deliv-
ery of specific services, health
needs of specilic populations
such as the urban poor and
adolescents, sex workers,
mechanism to improve disease
surveillance and health financ-
ing strategies.

Poet Shamsur Rahman

leaves for S'pore
Feb 14

Ailing poet Shamsur Rah-
man leaves city for Singapore
on February 14 for treatment,
reports UNB.

The elderly poet had earlier
received treatment at Mount
Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore
for heart and lung ailments.

Meanwhile, a press release
of Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Com-
mittee said yesterday that in
his absence, Shahriar Kabir
will be its acting president.

Scouts Rover
Moot ends

GAZIPUR, Feb 11: A six-da
15th Rover Moot of Banglades
Scouts concluded yesterday at
Bahadurpur under Sadar Thana
of the district, reports BSS.

Barodeshwari Kali
Mandir meets today

An executive committee
meeting of Sri Sri Barodesh-
wari Kali Mata Shashan Com-
mittee will be Leld at the Baro-
deshwari Kali Mandir premises
at 5 pm today, reports BSS.

General secretary of the

| commitlee Sri Chitta Ranjon

Das has requested all the com-
mittee members to attend the
meeting on time.

Combing operation:
1149 held, 11 arms
seized

A total of 1149 persons were
arrested and 11 illegal weapons,
24 bullets and flve explosives
were seized on the 295th day of
the countrywide combing oper-
ation by police, Bangladesh Ri-
fles and Ansar forces, reports
BSS.

They arrested 443 persons
on various charges from differ-
ent parts of the country, includ-
ing the four metropolitan areas,
and seized the arms and am-
munition and explosives. They
also arrested 703 wanted ac-
cused and two listed terrorists
during the drive.

A total of 141 persons, in-
cluding 35 warrantees, were ar-
rested from Dhaka metropoli-
tan area and four illegal
weapons and six bullets seized
from them while 27 persons,
Including six wanted accused,
from arrested Chittagong
metropolitan area.

A total of 16 people, includ-
ing two wanted accused, were
held from Khulna metropolitan

area while 11, including six
wanted persons, from Rajshahl
metropolitan area.

Besides, the Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID) of
police arrested two people from
the city during the operation, A
total of 260 persons, Including
186 wanted accused, were ar-
rested from Dhaka range with
one weapon and seven bullets
while 184, including
wanted persons, were held from
Chittagong range with two ille-
gal weapons and one bullet,

A total of 258 persons, In-
cluding 183 warrantees, were
held from Rajshahl range with

and 10 bullets while 147, In-
cluding 92 wanted
arrested from Khulna range. A
warrantees, were arrested

Barisal range while 53, includ-

fifth wife, French actress change on Wall Street opened

Marie-Christine Barrault, since form‘ at 9:30 a.m, upuesnual.

1990, and died leaving four Barclay's to Dresdner Bank

ren, one of them fllm dePMomwulmningme
Deneuve. butlding, CNBC reported.

in
l het range,
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BNP leader
Minto Road official residence of Leader of the Opposition in Parliament yesterday.

—Star photo
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Sadek Hossain Khoka, MP, addressing a Liaison Committee Meeting at the

Nails are reliable bio-markers

—

in diagnosis of arsenic
intoxication, study shows

Nails can be used as a more
reliable bio-marker in diagno-
sis of chronic arsenic intoxica-
tion, reports UNB.

According to a research
study, urine samples may also
be a guideline to ascertain
whether a person is still con-
suming arsenic contaminated
waler or not.

The research aimed at iden-
tifying the bio-chemical mark-
ers ol arsenicism, a state of
chronic arsenic contamina-
tion, to aid diagnosis, treat-
ment and prognosis, was car-
ried out at Biochemistry De-
partment of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
Sity. )

Head ol the department Prol
Mohammad Suhrab Ali, now a
member of Public Service
Commission, and his associ-
ates carried out the 10-month-
long study from July 1998 to
April 1999,

The study was a modilied
replica of earlier studies, to
compare and contrast among
three different bio-markers —
hair. nail and urine — of ar-
senicism from drinkKing water.

Blood arsenic is not consid- .

ered as a good indicator because
it is cleared within a few hours
ol absorption.

Arsenic concentration in
urine ol an unexposed person

ranges from 0.01-0.05 mil-
ligram/litre, in hair usually be-
low | mg/kg and in blood
0.0015-0.0025 mg/litre.

Groundwater in different ar-
eas ol 44 districts, out of 64 in
Lhe country, is allected by ar-
senic. '

In the study, samples were
collected [rom Hatkopa, Mogh-
bazar. Nilkanda, Charalal of
Sonargaon, Narayanganj, Nob-
abgan) ol Rajshahi and Daud-
kandi ol Comilla, which have
already been declared arsenic
contaminated areas.

A total of 30 subjects were
included in the study cate-
gorised in two groups — With-
drawal group (Group-I): Subjects
who had arranged more or less
sale drinking water and Ex-
posed group (Group-Il): Subjects
who were consuming more or
less arsenic contaminated wa-
Ler.

Soie 13 subjects were stud-
led under group | while 17 in the
group 2. Among 30 subjects, 9
were female and rest male with
age limit from 18 to 70 years
and mean age of 31.8 years.

Mean arsenic content of nail
was 4.94 mg/kg in withdrawal
group and 7.85 mg/kg in expo-
sure group. On the other hand
mean arsenic content of hair
were 2.29 mg/kg in withdrawal
group and 3.73 mg/kg in expo-

sure group.

But in withdrawal froup,
urine samples were nega.ve for
arsenic in 8 subjects and posi-
tive for 5 subjects. In exposure
gmulp urine sample were nega-
tive for arsenic in three subjects
and positive for 14 subjects.

Urine samples showing posi-
tive for arsenic was signifi-
cantly higher in exposure group
than withdrawal one.

The researchers opined that
findings indicate that hair or
nail sample can't dictate
whether the person is still con-
suming arsenic contaminated
water or not but urine samples
can do so.

They have also found a
strong correlation between ar-
senic in hair and arsenic in
nail indicating that nail sam-

les can be on alternative to
air sample in the diagnosis of
chronic arsenicism.

Suhrab and his associates
also found that when all the
subjects in the study is consid-
ered as a single group tf mean
arsenic content in nail samples
was 6.47 mg/kg which was
greater than that of hair sam-
ples which was 3.15 mg/kg.

The difference was statisti-
cally significant indicating
that nail sample may be more
reliable in the diagnosis of
chronic arsenicism.

Top Chechen official demands
recognition by Muslim world

KARACHI. Feb 11: A top
Chechen ollicial said on a visit
to Pakistan he wants the Mus-
lim world to recognise the
breakaway Russian republic of
Chechnya, but added he was not
recruiting fighters or trying to
lorm a government in exile, re-
ports Reulers.

Zalimkhan Yandarbiyev, a
representative of Chechen
leader Aslan Maskhadov, said
in an interview with Reuters
that he had visited six Islamic
countries seeking support.

"We have also presented the
issue of our recognition before
the Pakistani leadership. The
talks are continuing with Pak-
istan and they are reviewing it."
he said late on Thursday.

‘It is our demand to the rest
of the Islamic world that they
should politically help us and
recognise our independent gov-
ernment”, he said.

So lar. only Afghanistan, it-
sell recognised by just three
countries, has recognised
Chechnya.

Yandarbiyev dismissed sug-
gestions he wanted to form a
government in exile and that he
was in Pakistan and
Alghanistan to recruit volun-
teers Lo fight against the Rus-
sian lorces,

"We have no plans to form a
government in exile ... As far as

volunteers are concerned, we do
not require them at the moment
but if somebody wants to go and
fight in Chechnya, it's up to
them.” he said.

Russia on Wednesday criti-
cised Pakistan for allowing
Yandarbiyev to visit. Moscow
had earlier accused Pakistan of
allowing extremist Islamic
groups to operate from its terri-
lory

Pakistan rejected the accu-
sations and accused Moscow of
gross interference” in its in-
ternal affairs.

Yandarbiyev, acting
Chechen president between the
death of separatist leader
Dzhokhar Dudayev in April
1996 and an election in January
1997 won by Maskhadov, was
in the Afghan capital Kabul last
month to open an embassy.

Speaking through an Urdu
translator, Yandarbiyev said
Alghan's Taleban government,
which controls 90 per cent ol
the country, had recognised
Chechnya as a country.

‘Mullah Mohammad Omar
(the Taleban’'s supreme leader)
assured us that recognition (of
Chechnya) was their responsi-
bility and il we need anything
in Alghanistan, it will be given

. he said.

Yandarbiyev said the recent
withdrawal ol Chechen lighters

from Grozny was part of a "mili-
tary strategy”. adding the capi-
tal would be retaken.

They have not been able to
dampen the spirits and motiva-
tion of our Mujahideen (holy
fichters) .... we can fight all our
lives

Fresh from taking the
Chechen capital Grozny. Rus-
sian troops are preparing lor
whal they expeclt Lo be the [inal
sirike against remaining
rebels.

But rebels have wan *d the
Russians they will face an all-
out guerilla war of the kind that
forced Moscow to abandon its
previous attempt to bring the
unruly region to heel in 1994-
96.

Yandarbiyev, who earlier
spoke at a reception hosted by
Pakistan's main Islamic Ja-
maalt-e-Islami party, criticised
the West for not stopping what
he called Russian genocide of
the Chechen people, although
Russia had accepted the Chech-
nyan government under a 1997
agreement.

“This agreement proves that
Russia had accepted the inde-
pendent Chechnyan govern-
ment.” he said after reading
I[rom the text of an accor
which he said was signed by
Maskhadov and former Russian
president Boris Yeltsin.
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total of 47 persons, lncludln}g 32
rom

26 wanted persons, from

World Press Photo
award goes to Dane

Claus-Bjorn Larsen

THE HAGUE, Feb 11: Danish
Ehutugraphur Claus-li}urn
arsen won Friday the World
Press Photo award with a pho-
tograph ol a group of Albanian
refugees in Kosovo, contest or-
ganisers announced, reports
AFP.

Larsen, of the Copenhagen
daily Berlingske Tidende, took
the winning black-and-white
picture capturing the frightened
expression of two men and one
woman on April 5, 1999.

Larsen will oflicially receive
his 15,000 florins (about 6,800
euros or dollars) prize from
Dutch Prime Minister Win Kok
al an April 17 ceremony in Am-
sterdam,.

22 drown 1n

western Uganda

KAMPALA, Feb 11: About 22
people drowned when their boat
capsized In western Uganda's
Lake Albert earlier this week,
police sald Fridai. reports AFP.

Police spokesman John
Kimera told P that the accli-
dent occurred on Wednesda
night when the boat was travel-
lng from Kihoro town in
Holma district to Panyamuru
in Nebbi distriet.

The boat reportedly hit sub-
merged metal bars as It ap-
Ernuch:d the docking area at

anyamuru and overturned.
Fourteen pasun{gﬁrs survived,

Kimera sald that police has
sent a search team to the lake in
i bid to recover the bodies of the
victims. Only three bodies had
8o far been found, he added.,
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Senator drafts
rescue deatl}

WASHINGTON, Feb 11: A se-
nior US senator was sc¢t (o un-
vell legislation Friday almed at
giving more tools to help
wrongly convicted death row
inmates prove their innocence,
reports AFP.

Only 11 days after Illinois
imposed a moratorium on the
death penalty, Vermont Demo-
crat Patrick Leahy Is hoping to
throw a lileline to death row
inmates who have been wrongly
convicted.

The legislation would permit
inmates awalling execution to
introduce DNA evidence in or-
der to try to establish their in-
nocence and it would set na-
tion-wide minimum compe-
tency standards for court-ap-
pointed delence attorneys, ac-
cording to media reports.

Recent advances in DNA test-
ing have cleared some convicts
awaiting death sentences but
most states ban the introduc-
tion of new DNA evidence after
lwo years,

The legislation also includes
a series ol provisions to sel
minimum standards for de
lence attorneys who represent
indigent delendants accused of
capital crimes,

Leahy, the top-ranking
Democral on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, Is a long
standing opponent of the death
enally im(‘#j has been cralting
s l}iir since June, long belore
[Hlinols Governor George Ryan
imposed a moratorium on capl-
tal punishment (n his state.

yan imposed a moratorium
on the state's death penalty on

legislation to
row inmates

January 31. condemning the
state's "shamelul” record of sen-
tencing innocent people to
cdeath

Ryan pledged to block any
further executions until a spe-
cial commission could report
on why the state’s criminal jus-
tice system had sent 13 inno-
cent people to death row.,

"l have grave concerns about
our state's shamelul record ol
convicting innocent people and
putting them on death row.”
Ryan said.

2 killed in Kashmir
as bomb explodes

in market

JAMMU, India, Feb 11: Two
people were killed and more
than 20 people were critically
injured when a bomb ripped
through a crowded market here
Friday, a police spokesman
sald, reports AFP.

"The bomb exploded at about
800 p.m (2030 BST) at a
crowded vegetable market. We
suspect the bomb was hidden
inside a two-wheeler.” the
spokesman said.

The blast comes a day after
an explosion on a train about
30 kilometres south of Jammu,
which killed five people. Ten
others were seriously injured.

Kashmir, India’'s only Mus-
lim-majority state, Is claimed
by both India and Pakistan and
has been the cause ol two ol the
three wars between the South
Asian rivals. ’

—

- 36-hour hartal

From page 1

chairs on the dals — four for
chiels of the four component
parurca — one for lgl.. Pl}ﬂ}:dcnt.
one for uty Leader of the
posluumuf AQM Badrudo?g
Chowdhury, four for four secre-
taries general and another four
for Dhaka city unit chiefs of the
alliance.

No other leader will be al-
lowed to stay on the dais and
there will be no party flag or
portrait of any leader on it.

“This will be a grand show to
lead the current one-point
movement towards its final
stage. We want to launch the fi-
nal round of the oust-govern-
ment movement from Paltan
through a massive show down.”
said a top ranking BNP leader.

He sald opposition politics
in the country will take a new
turn after Sunday's joinl pro-
gramme and people will partic-
ipate in the street agitation
more actively.

Partners of the seven-parly
alliance, including Jagpa, DL,
PNP. NDA and er Party will
also join the public meeting and
mass procession.

Moreover, opposition
backed student groups, profes-
sional bodies, socio-cultural
organisations, intellectuals,
journalists and others will join
the meeling and procession.

BNP Chairperson and Leader

Thye el Sar 11

of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia will announce
f[resh programmes from the

dais on behalf of the combined
opposition.

She 1s expected to-call a
countrywide 36-hour ‘blockade
hartal’ beginning on Feb 16,

The meeting over, the .
cession of the lour Hartm-

proceed one by one. t the
route of the praocession iIs yet (o

be finalised, the Liaison Com-
mittee has decided that there
would be a s'ngle route for all

the parties.
he route of the procession

may be from Paltan to Science
Labaratory crossing or Bangla
Molor crossing.

BNP procession led b Paﬁﬁ

Chairperson Khaleda Zia
first start from Paltan Maldan
while that of JP led by Ershad,

Jamaat led by Golam Azam and

10J led by Azizul Haq will fol-
low it.

Activists, however, will be
allowed to c banner, fes-
toons and portraits of their re-

spective party leaders during

the prrocession.
Sources at the BNP, Jallya
Parly, Jamaat-e-Islami and Is-

lamri Oikya Jote said they have

already instructed all their

uniits and front organisations

to ensure maximum attendance

at the first ever combined pro-
ramme since the alliance was
‘'ormed on January 6 last year.

BCL denies Sur sindhu
report welcgmes
By Staff Correspondent LA SPI:E,% 1+ e
Leaders of Salimullah Hall  artistes ;:-tlerday enthrallcg

unit of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) have protested the:
news item on 'Cutlini; and sell -
ing of trees of the hall'.

In a rejoinder, the unit
stated the news story wias
“baseless” and claimed it hiad
tarnished their social image.

“The hall authorities cut
some small and unnecessary
trees and their branches to en-
hance the natural beauty of the
hall compound. It was done in
the presence of the House ‘Tutors
and pgeneral students of the
hall.” it stated,

The rejoinder, signed by
Rashedul Basher Dollar, gen-
eral secretary of SM Hall unit of
BCL. also stated the auithorities
used the money from t he sale of
the trees for hall renovations.

They also denied their in-
volvement in eve-tezaising, ex-
tortion and kidnapping.

The provost of the: hall could
nol be reached for coirnment, but
House Tutor Dr M Niurul Islam
saild he was nol prizsent when
the trees were cutl. “There may
have been someone else present
at the moment.”

"l don't know if there was
any legal procedure of felling
and selling trees. What ! know
is that the trees hiave been sold
at a lesser price than the mar-
Ket rate.” said Isleam.

Hall unit presi-dents, such as
Reza and Dollar are behaving
like a DC at their- hall.

“"He [(presicde:nt) does not
bother to meet hiis hall provost,
and on the contrary., the
provost keeps wvaiting for him
al the hall officez.”

"I know botli Reza and Dol-
lar very well anci they are no ex-
ceptions to the other [amous
persons on the campus.”

Rejoinder

“riom page |
week. and the number of days of
eamed leave, sick leave, and ca-
sual leave whiich must be given
to each employee.

"Annual increments were
given to all entitled workers in
1998, 1999, and have just been
paid to the workers for January
2000.

“There are numerous bene-
fits and far:ilities which Youn-
gone offers . which go far beyond
the required minimums of
BEPZA an«li the laws of the land.

“Youngone is amazed that
such a baseless article was al-
lowed to be written by a reporter
without prior verification with
the Comp any.

B ook fair

From page 1
premises yesterday with Prol.
Sirajul ‘slam Chowdhury in the
chair.

Dr lHasna Begum presented
the keynote paper on the theme,
while F’rof. Abul Kashem Fazlul
Haq. F'rof. Niru Chakma, Prof.
Kazi Nurul Islam and Dr Prodip
Kume) - Ray took part in the dis*
CUusSsSICns.

IDelhi hopes

From page 1

dent's visit did not mean US dif-

fererices with New Delhi had

been. bridged.

The foreign ministry
spolcesman reiterated there was
no place for a third party in In-
dia's disputes with Pakistan.
“Ilvdia and Pakistan are com-
mitted to resolving all differ-
enves. We envisage no role for a
third party. he said.

Indian nt-%pﬂﬁers and ana-
lvists said today that Washing-
ton must look again at its own
yolicy on non-proliferation
yefore claiming the high moral
ground,
; It would be in the inter-
est of better understanding of
both the US and India il Presi-
dent Clinton comes to Delhi
fully prepared to discuss the
true nature of US policy on pro-
liferatiors,” the Times of India
said in an editorial bristling
with indignation.

L.iton murder

From page |
this connection.

Two arrested young men
identified as  Sumon and
Khiokon denied thelr involve-
ment in the murder, but gave
riames of those who reall
‘«illed Liton in police cuawt:i.]\r
with financial help from the al-
leged business tycoon.

audience as they welcomed the
spring through a musical
soiree jointly organised by cul-
tural group “Sur Sindhu” and
the National Museum authori-
ties in their auditorium, re-
ports BSS.

State Minister for Infor-
mation Prof Abu Sayeed
opened the function, saying
that spring is an integral part
of the Bangalee culture, her-
itage and history of national-
ISIm.

"It is an inbe}aarablt part of
our culture and heritage and
also significant in the hislory
of nationalist development,”
he said

Fatematuz-zohra, Shaheen
Samad, Rafiqul Islam and
Salahuddin Ahmed, among
others. performed at the musi-
cal evening attended by a large
audience including a number
of connoisseurs.

[Laloo comes
in aid of
Deepa Mehta

PATNA. Feb 11: RJD Presi-
dent Laloo Prasad Yadav yes-
terday voluntarily offered film

rodicer Deepa Mehta to shoot
EE'I‘ controversial movie.""Wa-
ter” in Bihar as Union Minister
for 'Industries and Shiv Sena
Leader, Manohar Joshi, threat-
ened that Shiv Sainiks would
not allow its filming anywhere
in the country including. Mad-
hya Pradesh, reports PTI.

‘We extend full cooperation.
Necessary security will be pro-
vicled wherever and whenever
Deepa Mehta decides to shool
Water' in Bihar, "Yadav told a
joint press conference with CPl-
M General Secretary Harkishan
Singh Surjeet.

RJD President and Surjeet
flaved the frontal organisa-
tions of BJP, including Vishwa

Hindu Parishad (VHP) ard RSS,
for disrupting the shoo.ing ol
the move in Varanasi.

Two madrassah
students held for
teasing woman
at sea beach

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 11: Two
madrassah students were ar-
rested for teasing a woman and
touching her body at the sea
beach here this evening, reports
UNB

The arrest was made amidst
reinforcement of law-enlorcers
in the beach [lollowing in-
creased incidents of crime and
eve-leasing in recent umes.

Plainclothes policemen were
deployed in the sea-beach to
guard the weekend crowd.

Police said that the two
madrassah students were
caught red handed after they
teased the woman and touched
her body forcibly in presence of
plainclothes law-enlorcing per-
sonnel.

The arrested were identified
as Ekhlasur Rahman and
Nazirul Alam. Both reside in
Cox’'s Bazar. Their accomplices
fled the scene.

Khaleda

From page 1
utes belore addressing the
crowd.

The lamily described events
surrounding the Kkilling to Zia
and showed his bloodstained
clothes and some bullets.

Zia said that nobody from
the government had gone to
sympathise with the bereaved
lamily.

Zia satd the Public Salety
Acl was created to repress the

people rather than ensure their

safety,

Zia told the gathering the
government would carry oul
terrorism but false cases would
be filed against innocent people.

Zia questioned why bail
should be denied.

The c;)posiliun leader said 4-

arly, 7-party. ll-party al-
lances or businessmen — nNo-

body supported the "black law.”
“They (Awami League) wants
to return to power by holdi
unilateral general clsel(ttit.iona
throwing the op on, par-
llcularl% BNP leaders and
workers, into jail by enacting

the new laws.” sald Zia.
“Our movement is not f

power but for protect '
dignit .}alm -
as we

of mothers and
as of the country.”
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