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MOSCOW, Feb 11: Chechen
President Aslan Maskhadov
declared today the start of a
Enrtiun war throughout the

reaka ublic, as Moscow
‘ﬂﬁespeﬂom to destroy

rebel strongholds in the
mountains, reports AFP.

The rebels plan to wage war
in the southern mountains, on

the northern plains and in ev-
ery village in the ublic, Rus-
sia's private television
station quoted Maskhadov as
my}i{r:tdm Moscow's claims
that the Russian m!limr{ as-
sault on Chechnya was a battle
against banditry, or terrorism,
saying it was a war against the
Chechen le,

During the first 1994-96
Chechen conflict, the rebels
launched a war of ambushes
and skirmishes against the "oc-
cupying” Russian forces, en-

partisan war

abling them to retake several
localities and eventually push
Moscow forces out,

On Monday, Maskhadov
said his troops aimed to retake

the Chechen capital, Grozny,

which has been under Russian
control for nearly a week.

The separatist rebels fled
Grozny on February 1, taking
up positions in the south of the
republic. which the Russian
forces have been bhombing
heavily as a precursor (o a
ground oflensive.

Russian warplanes carried
out 160 ralds in the last 24
hours in the mountains, de-
stroying a number of rebel
bases and military installa-
tions, Russian military offl-
cials told the Interfax news
agency on Friday.

In ﬂ;um Kale, a village in the
Argun gorge that was captured

by Russian paralroopers on
T{lursday. federal troops on
Friday were under orders (o
search for and destroy remaln-
ing rebels, the Russian North

Cauncasus headquarters told

I'TAR-TASS.

The troops were also clear-
ing landmines from adminis-
trative buildings and homes in
the village, IT{R-TASS sald,

Moscow prepared to send
50.000 federal troops into (he
mountains tg crush the last
pockets of rebel resistance In
what Moscow hopes is the last
phase in the nearly six-month
ollensive.

The Chechen fighters had
suffered severe losses in the
bombing campaign, Sergel Yas-
trzhembsky, Moscow's
spokesman on Chechnya, said
on Thursday,

The Russians dropped 1.5-

 Moscow prepares to send 50,000 troops

tonne bombs for the first tine
since they started their alr
campaign against the break-
away republic on September 5.
Previously they had used
lighter boimbs of up to 500 kilo-
grams (1, 100 pounds).

A spokesman for Interna-
tonal Committee of the Red
Cross based In Moscow told
AFP that use ol the heavy
bombs had been outlawed by the
Geneva Convertion.

But Russian military offi-
cials have Iinsisted interna-

tional conventions allow the
bombs' use,

Meanwhile, a key US law-
maker said on Thursday that
President Bill Clinton's admin-
istration should introduce a UN
Securily Council resolution
condemnin Russla’'s "ex-
tremely vicious tactics™ In
Chechnya.
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US may drop
N Korea from

terrorist list

WASHINGTON, Feb 11: The
United States said Thursday it
would consider removing North
Korea from its list of countries
supporting terrorism, thereby
opening up the Stalinist state to
increased US aid, il Pyongyang
were (0 take the necessary sleps,
reports AFP.

“For example, if North Korea
and the United States resume
our dialogue on counter-terror-
ism, and they were to take the
additional steps that we think
are necessary. they are a coun-
try that could be removed from
the list,” state department
spokesman James Rubin said.

Designation as a state spon-
sor of terrorism carries with in
heavy penalties. including a
cut-off of most US ald, and the
North Koreans are known to be
eager to remove themselves
from the list.

Only six other countries —
Cuba, Iran, Iraq. Libya, Sudan
and Syria — are now designated
as state lerrorism sponsors.

The United States is working
on the final arrangements for
the first North Korean high-
level visit hcrc.hsscnasanim-

t in the lense process
E?ﬁ" rﬁcmnl belw:l:;n the
Cold War enemies.

"One of the things that we
would be wanting to do — we've
ared to do this for

and ho
steps be taken”™ to remove
North Korea from the terrorist
list. Rubin told reporters here.
“Obviously we would need to
have the kind of assurances
that there is not going to be the
state sponsorship ol lerrorist
acts on a repeated basis and ev-
idence or steps Lthat we consider

pefully those

suflicient to justify their lack of

linkages to such groups.” he
said.

Labour govt's
popularity
slips

LONDON, Feb 11: British
voter supporter for Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair's Labour gov-
ernment has slipped below 50
per cent for the first ime since
it came to power In May 1997,
an opinion poll showed today.

Reuters.

The Gallup poll for the daily
Telegraph newspaper signalled
that Labour's standing with
voters had been damaged by a
run of bad publicity since the
start of the year.

The poll put Labour on 49 per
cent — down four points since
early January.

The only good news for Blair
was that the opposition Con-
servatives failed to capitalise

rn the government's discomliort

over issues ranging from the
National Health Service to ac-
cusations of cronyism.

The poll showed the Conser-
vatives were on 28 per cent,
down two poin’'s over the past
month. The Liberal Democrats
were on 15 per cent, up three
points.

No immediate comment was
available from Blair's oflice but
commentators said the poll un-

the need for the Labour

mcm.ma'lt to halt the string of
headlines in recent weeks
The year began with a flu
oulbreak which triggered seri-
ous bed and staflf shortages in
the National Health Service. Of-
I ﬂﬁures showed rising
crime. Media reports forced a
Pﬂvemmmt investigation into
raud allegations against a
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Indonesian generals to
press Wiranto to quit

JAKARTA, Feb 11: Indone-
sia's President Abdurrahman
Wahid said top generals will

ress former military chiel
eral Wiranto to quit the cab-
inet to avoid a showdown, offi-
cial media reported today, re-
poris Reuters.

The generals have pledged
their loyalty to Indonesia's lirst
democratically-elected presi-
dent and will push Wiranto to
resign before Wahid returns
from an overseas tour on Sun-
day. the Antara news agency
said.

"l rang Jakarta this mormning
and I leamed through my aides
that giém;‘nbcr of gcncr;_:ﬂs have
pled their support for me.”
the agency untecr &’alud as say-
ing in Seoul.

“If he refuses Lo step down.
this will hamper his future ca--
reer .... so it's better that
Wiranto resigns.” he sald with-
out elaborating or naming the
generals.

Wahid and his senior minis-
ter appear to be heading for a

putcntialw explosive show-
down as Wiranto continues Lo
defy Wahid's call to for him to
quit after UN and Indonesian
inquiries implicated him in the
bloodshed surrounding East
Timor's independence vote last
year,

Wiranto's disobedience has
fuelled fears of a coup in the
world's fourth most populous
nation, rattling financial mar-
kets,

But most analysts feel his
stand Is part of a play tc secure
immunity from prosecution or
a pardon. Wahid has already
said he would pardon Wiranto,
now the country’s coordinating
minister for political and secu-
rity affairs.

On Thursday, armed forces
chief Admiral Widodo pledged
the militarv's lovalty to the
civiian government and said
there would be no coup.

Last week, Defence Minister
Juwono Sudarsono said he had
asked Wiranto to resign from
cabinet, but added nothing

would happen until Wahid re-
turned.

In Seoul, the Korean-lan-
guage Chosun Ilbo newspaper
on Friday quoted Wahid saying
in an interview he would sus-
pend Wiranto if he refused to

uit.

' "1 believe it would be in Gen-
eral Wiranto's best interest Lo
resign as soon as possible,” he
said. "I have a plan, in case
Wiranto does not step down
upon my return. | can af)ply a
regulation that suspend him of
his duties temporarily.”

Wiranto was the country's
armed forces commander when
military-backed militias
launched a wave of terror in
East Timor after most Easl
Timorese voted in August to
break away from Indonesia.

The attorney-general's office
is expected to take at least three
months to decide whether to act
on the inquiry. which named
Wiranto and five other generals
as partly responsible for the
East Timor bloodshed.

Pak coup not prearranged

Musharraf's secretary tells court

KARACH]I, Feb 11: Pakistan's
army chief General Pervez
Musharral did not plan in ad-
vance the October military coup
which swept him to power, his
secretary told a court here to-
day, reports AFP.

Musharraf was sacked on
October 12 last year as he flew
back to Pakistan on a cominer-
cial jet from a visit abroad.
Hours after the plane landed the
general had seized power and
detained prime minister Nawaz
Sharif

Sharifl s now on trial with
six of his officials. accused of
denying the Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines jet landing
permission in Karachi.

The seven men pleaded not
guilty to hijacking, abduction,
attempted murder and terror-
ism bul face the death penalty if
convicted.

Brigadier Nadeem Taj, a
prosecution witness. told the
anti-terrorism court how
Musharraf was told by a general
on the ground speaking through
the aircraft cockpit radio that
he had been sacked.

Although Musharraf spoke
to the general, Taj insisted the
coup was not planned in ad-
varce.

"It is not true that the coup
was prearranged.” he said.

He also denied the case
against Sharif had been created
to justify the coup, as Sharif
himseifl has claimed.

“It Is not true that this case
has been filed to make an ex-
cuse and justify the takcover.”
Taj told the court.

The brigadier recounted how
the pilot told Musharrafl the
plane had been denied landing
permission anywhere in Pak-

istan.

Taj quoted Musharral as
saving: "Make sure that this
information is not passed to the
passengers because it will create
chaes, panic and confusion.”

Taj said he tried to contact
people on the ground using
three mobile phones, but none
worked. Taj, Musharral and the
pilot talked about which other
airfields the plane could divert
to.

"The pilot was in a state of
confusion. The situation was
getting grim, tense and disap-
pointing by the minute,” Taj
said.

Taj said the planc circled
around Karachi until General
Iftikhar Al Khan came on the
cockpit radio and said the air-
port was under army control
and it was safe to land the
plane, he said.
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US President Bill Clinton (C), Senate Minorivy Leader Sen. Tom Daschle (L), and House
Minority Leader Rep. Richard Gephardt (R), listen to speakers on Thursday during a
meeting of the Senate and House Democratic Caucuses at the Library of Congress on
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. The Democrats unveiled their "Families First: The 2000

Democratic Agenda.”
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- Strike
paralyses
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Feb 11:
India's troubled Kashmir Valley
was crippled today by a strike
called to mark the 16th an-
niversary of the execution of a
top Muslim separatist leader in
an Indian prison, reports AFP.

Shops, banks, post offices
and government institutions
were closed In the Kashmir
summer capital Srinagar and
civillan tralfic stayed ofl the
roads in response o the stirike

called by the Freedom Confer- -

ence — an uimbrella grouping of
Muslim separatist partues.

The strike commemorates
the memory of Magbool Bhat,
the founder of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) — the only militamt
roup demanding Kashmir's in-

ependence from India and
Pakistan.

Other rebel groups in Kash-
mir want a merger with Mus-
lim-majority Pakistan,

Bhat was hanged (or murder
in New Delhi's high—srfurltr
Tihar jail in 1984. His family
maintains that Bhat was
falsely charged.

A JKLF press release today
vowed to "take the mission of
the late leader to the logical
(conclusion), come what may.”

More than 25,000 people
have been killed in violence
linked to the Muslim insur-
gency launched in Kashmir in
1989.

India accuses Pakistan,
which administers the north-
ern tp of the divided province,
of fomenting militancy in
Kashmir. Islamabad denies the
charge but extends moral and
diplomatic support to the un
resi.

India's appeal
for talks with
northeast
separatists

GUWAHATI, India, Feb 11:
The Indian governmenl
launched a fresh appeal today
for unconditional peace talks
with the myraid separatist
groups fighting in the country's
northeast, reports AFP.

"We know that denloving
troops alone cannot counter in-
surgency and that to solve the
militancy problem political ne-
gotiations are a must,” said PD
Shenoy, the additional secre-
tary, Ministry of Home Aflairs.
with special responsibility for
the northeast.

"The doors for negotiations
with any militant group in the
north eastern states are open

without any pre-conditions,”
Shenoy said.

More than 50.000 people
have been killed in wviolence
linked to the various separatist
insurgencies raging in India’'s
seven northeastern stales since
independence in 1947.

Shenoy sald the government
was contemplating "withdraw-
ing all securily operations’
against some of the militant
outfits currently operating in
Assam stale.

"We are considering with-
drawing counter-insurgency
operations against the Bodo
Liberation Tigers (BLT) and
preparing grounds for holding
peace talks with them,” he told
reporters in Lhe Assamese capi-
tal, Guwahati.

The BLT, which wants an in-
dependent tribal homeland, has
been responsible for numerous
acts of sabotage in Assani, in
cluding a 1997 train blast that
killed 35 people.

Shenoy said the govermunent
was also committed to the eco-
nomic development of the
northeast region "so that young
people are given a constructive
alternative to going to the jun-
gles and picking up the gun.”

The central government re
cently announced a two billion
dollar economic package for the
region.

10.000 evacuated
in Tokyo for
WWII bomb

TOKYO, Feb 11: Police evacu-
ated about 10,000 people in
northern Tokyo on Friday as
the defence forces defused an
unexploded one-tonne World
War Il bomb, a report said, re
ports AFP.

Members of 4,800 house-
holds near the site in Tokyo's
Iltabashi dislricl were evacu-
ated. roads were closesd and
subway services were sus_ended
while the bomb was defused In a
30-minute operation. said Ky-
odo News agenc’.

It was discovered January 20
at a shopping centre construc-
tion site In an area that was
targeted by US air raids between
1944 and 1945 because it was
home to an Imperial Japanese
Army arsenal.
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Cameramen frame a group of Kashmiri demonstrators yesterday during a protest in front of
the local UN offices. Some 20 demonstrators demanded the withdrawal of Indian troops from
Kashmir and call upon the UN to organise a referendum for the future of the embattled

territory.

— AFP photo

Britain empowered to

suspend N Ireland govt

o e

LONDON, Feb 11: Briwain
late Thursday adopted emer-
gency legislation giving it the
yower 1o suspend Northern Ire-
and's power sharing adninis-
tration as last ditch eflurts to
find a deal on IRA disarmament
stalled, reports AFP.

The law recelved royal as-
sent on Thursday -- a {orinality
marking the law's definitive
adoption after it was passed by

the lower House of Commons
earlier this week,
British Northern Ireland

minister Peter Mandelson in-
troduced the measure to par-
liament last week alter Protes-
tant Ulster U..lonists threat-
ened to bring down the govern-
ment without a verifliable start
o IRA disarmament.

Political leaders in both
Britain and Ireland 7'l
scrambled against the clock to
find a last-ditch deal and avert
the suspension of the two-
nanh-uh Bellast executive.
now expected to happen Friday.

Talks appeareg to be lo-

cussing on a reported "mutual
demilitarisation” deal proposed
by Dublin, but time ran »ut for
an agreement.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair held more telephone talks
with his Irien counterpart
Bertie Ahern In thé afterncon
as part of the frantic dipio-
macy.

Blair's officlal spokesman
sald they were still Eoplng for

rogress, while “clearly ac-

nowledging that there is vm?'
little time lelt before we have (o
suspend the institutions.

“The sense is there would
have to be something fairly
dramatic to prevent that from
haElE:ning." he added.

e emergency law was in-
troduced after the IRA failed to
start disarming, bringing a
tircat from Proteéstant L.uon-
ists to bring down the fledgling
administration.

Unionists meet Saturday in
Belfast to decide whether to ful-
fil the threat, but London would
rather suspend the executive

than see the whole edifice come

crumbling down.
The IRA's political wing
Sinn Fein. however, has

warmed that a suspension would
be disastrous and make the
prospect of disarmament even
more remote.

Unionist Jleader David
Trimble travelled to Dublin for
talks with Ahern.

Afterwards, both leaders
rave no sign of a breakthrough,
Eul insisted that talks were still
ongoing ,

"People would be wrong to
regard this as a terminal crisis
in the (April 1998] Good Friday
agreement.” Trimble sald. "It is
not.

Ahern was reluctant to see
suspension. but admitted in the
Irish parliament earlier that it
coulr he 0 i P 1-
able

If we can find resolutions
now, great. If not, we'll just have
to keep at it and we'll keep on
working together.” he said alter
meeting Trimble.

Pakistan has Chinese
M-11 missiles: CIA

WASHINGTON, Feb 11:
American Intelligence Agency
CIA has reconfirmed Pakistan

possesses M-11 Short Range
Ballistic Missiles (SRBMS)
from China, in addition to

Ghauri Medium Range Ballistic
Missiles (MRBMS) from North
Korea, reports PTI.

Pakistan has M-11 SRBMS
from China and Ghauri
MRBMS Irom North Korea.
Pakistan has [light-tested 1,300
km range Ghauri, Robert D
Walpole, National Intelligence
Officer for Strategic and Nu-
clear Programmes, said pre-
senting CIA's annual report on
the Ballistic Missile threat to
Congress before the senate sub-
committee on International Se-
curity, Proliferation and Fed-
eral Services.

Under American law. export
of M-11s to Pakistan by China

attracts automatic US sunr
tions against Beljing.

India has flight-tested 2,000
km range Agni II MREBM.
Walpole said in his reporl,

adding that countries develop-
ing missiles view their regional
concerns as one of the primary
factors in tailoring their pro-
grammes — o provide deter-
rents and force-multipliers.

China, he said. conducted
the first flight-test of the mo-
bile DF-31 ICBM last August.

We judge it will have a range
of about 8,000 km and will be
targeted primarily against Rus-
sia. Chinese strategic nuclear
doctrine calls for a survivable
long-range missile force that
can hold a significant portion
of the US population at risk in a
retaliatory strike, he said.

Kashmir train blast

toll rises to five

India blames Pakistan

SAMWAL, India. Feb 11: The
death toll from a train blast in
Indian Kashmir rose to five
Friday as Railways Minister
Mamata Banerjee blamed
neighbouring Pakistan for stag-
ing the attack, reports AFP.

Banerjee. who visiled the
site of the explosion at Samwal
village, sguth of the Kashmir
winter capital Jammu, told
AFP two more people had died
overnight.

"This is not a train accident,
this is a bomb blast staged by
the Pakistanis,” Banerjee said,
adding that Pakistani sabo-
leurs had often targeted the
same section of railway track
which is four km from the bor-
der

The explosion occurred at
around 6:00 p.m (1830 BST)
[hursday about 30 km south of
Jammu. Three people were
killed immediately and 10 seri-
ously Injured, Seven other
compartments were derailed.

"On the 15th of last month

we had a high-level meeting of
defence, railway and home
ministries to ensure that these
kinds of explosions do not oc-
cur on this route,” Banerjee
said.

"The Kashmir government
had then requested us to create
permanent sheds for securily
guards along the 80-kilometre
track.”

Police said the attackers had
planted their powerful bomb
underneath a small bridge and
lri%ﬂtl‘fd the device as the Seal-
dah Express -- en route to Cal-
culla -- was passing overhead.

A police official said 13
kilograms of unused piastic ex-
losives had been recovered
rom the site of the attack.

S.K. Dikshit, whose wile died
in the explosion, said: "She was
sitting in the lower berth. Sud-
denly there was a deafening
noise and [ saw her bod¥ rise up
to (he ceiling. When I looked
down. she was dead.”
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RIEBEFEFRY | Alcohol causes brain damage

in unborn babies: Study

WASHINGTON, Feb 11: A
single drinking binge by a preg-
nant woman can be enough to
permanently damage the brain
of her unborn child, accordin
to a new study of the effects o
alcohol on bables, reports AP,

Although experiments in the
study were conducted on labora-
lory rats, experts said the {ind-
ings offer an explanation of
why children born to drinking
mothers can sufler learning
disabilities and other brain
disorders.

The study iIndicates that
are most susceptible to alcohol-
related neurological damage
during a period

rats, and presumably humans,

developing

brain cells are furiously
buildlmi the connections
needed for memory, learning
and thought. In humans, this
brain growth spurt starts in the
sixth month of gestation and
continues for two years after
birth. In rats, it comes in the
two weeks after birth.
"We call this a brain growth
spurt period.” sald Dr John W
Iney. a Washinglon Universily
School of Medicine researcher
and senior F,:_luﬂtlmr of t:ht: study
a ng ay in the journal
Selence, :
During this brain growth
spurt, said Olney, a llngﬁ. pro-
lozﬁed contact with alcohol —
lasting for four hours or more —

is enough to kill vast nuunbers
of brain cells,

During the brain growth
spurt, called synaptlogenesis,
brain cells must receive a bal-
anced signal from two types of
neurotransmitter chemicals,

utamate and GABA, he sald. If

this signal Is disrupted, the de-

veloping brain cells are pro-
ammed to commit sulcide
Is Is the body's way of elimi-

‘ nating surplus cells.

- But, based on the rat studies,
alcohol severely disrupts the
utamate-GABA signals and
8. I0 turn, causes nerve cell
sulcide at about 15 times the
normal rate, he said.

Taliban urges Britain
to punish hijackers

KABUL, Feb 11: Hoping to
prevent another hijacking. the
Taliban's supreme leader Mul-
lah Mohammed Omar says
armed commandos will be on
board all flights of the state-run
airline from now on, reporis
AP,

After about hall the 150
people flown to Britain on a hi-
jacked Afghan alrliner sought
asylum T‘hurmlu . the Taliban
also appealed to British author-
ities to punish the hijackers.

They must be punished, oth-
erwise It will be an example for
others that they can hijack a
plane and get asylum il that is
what they want,” sald Civil
Aviation Minister Akhtar Mo-
hammed Manzoor. “It's not

right that they should endanger
all the passengers to get asy-
lum.”

Whether the hijackers them-
selves have requested asylum is
still unclear. But few people in
the Alghan capital were sur-
prised to hear I?mt the four-day
drama had ended with so many
Afghanis asking to stay in
tritain,

While the alftermath un-
lolded at an airport outside
London. it was a typical day in
Kabul, where beggars roam
rocket-ruined streets, children
shuffle through the snow in
plastic sandals and for most of
the city’'s 1 million people. a
piece of bread s the only food
they can afford.
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Organ trade
Five doctors
suspended
in Bangkok

BANGKOK. Feb 11:°
: i) ¥ i

lﬂ!'-!if 1:' COWUnNnCcCill Lo ay SIS
wnded hive doctors found guulty
ol breachin ! medical S

ter a probe into an-alleged or

gan-trading scandal. reports
AFP

The council ruled that the
private Vachiraprakarn lospi
tal on the outskirts of Bangkok
and relatives of dead donars
had profited from the sale of
kidneys transplanted into
other patients

The Council revoked the

medical licence of Doctor Siroj
1

H.J[‘i]éiln][)d[’l!dpf;l and sus-
pended collegues Pairat
Jaothakasetrin and Sukij
Champangem [or one year
Two other doctors, Veeradej

Lertdamronglak and Nisit Up-

aralak. were suspended lor six

and three months respectively
Investigators :-LJLHH! that ihc‘

hospital had paid money to
relatives of brain dead patients
to convince them donale or-
gans

it then charged reciplenis
above the going rate (o trans-
plant the kidneys, the ruling

said.

The Council did not specify
how much money had been paid
to the families of brain dead
donors for kidneys.

Investigators said in the rul-
ing that procedures meant to
ensure that no-one can profit
from transplanting organs were
violated

Documents were not signed
which are needed to certify that
no money changed hands over
the procedure, the ruling said.

Al-Fayed wins
legal battle
with The Sun

LONDON, Feb 11: Mo-
hammed al-Fayed won this le-
al battle Thursday with The
Sun newspaper over a set of pri-
vate photos purloined by the
tabloid. but at the cost of a judi-
cial trashing of his theory that
Diana and Al-Fayed's son,
Dodi, were killed by British
agents, reports AFP

While condemning the
“transparent absurdity” of Al
Fayed's claims. Lord Juslice
Mance ruled that The Sun could
not justily purchasing the pho-
tos from the magnate's chiel
bodyguard in terms of public in-
lerest.

Only if "Al-Fayed's stale-
menis about a conspiracy to
murder Diana, Princess of
Wales, because of her love for
his son had been anything
other than ridiculous.” said the
judge. would The Sun have had
a legal case. -

e newspaper was ordered
to pay 45.000 pounds (72.450
dollars /euras) in legal Costs,
while the bodyguard who sold
the photos, Ben Murrell, was
ordered to give Al-Fayedl 20,000
pounds in -

A closed circuit camera in-
stalled in an jtalian villa had

tak ihie i <& Diana and
[;lo(rll:u] JL;.ugust 31, 1997 — the
day the two died in a car acci-
dent in a Parisian tunnel,



