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Abandoned tie

Fet?EI:gTUR!ON' South Africa.
- England qualified for
Saturday's final of 1e Standard
Bank iflangular series against
South Africa in Johannesbury.
when their final league match
agaihst Zunbabwe at Centurion
Park was abandoned because of
l'i“ll\WCdnt"Sdﬂy. reports AFP,
_ England went through to the
linal because of a superior run
fale. Both England and Zim-
babwe had four points from five
matches and they both won one
match in the two encounters be-
tween the sides in the current
Series. d

With 73mm of rain, Yaving
fallen since Sunday, the ;round
was almost saturated althﬂugh
the pitch was kept dry, covered
by a marquee with industrial
hot-air dryers operating inside.
Umplres dvhwccl); decision un-
til almost 7:00 p.m. (1700 GMT)
belore linally -%andontng play.

It was the second time in a
month that cricket at Centurion
was aflected by heavy rainfall.
Three days of the fifth and final
Test between South Africa and
England in January were
washed| oul.

Final standings: (Played.
won. lost, no result, points. net
run-rate)

S Aflrica 6 4 2 0 8
England 6 2 ~ 8 | 4
Zimbabwe 6 2 - I 4

R match:

Feb 12: Final (D/N), South
Africa v England, Johannes-

burg

Langer puts
WA in control

HOBART, Australia, Feb 10:
Western Australian captain
Justin Langer hit a masterly
129 against Tasmania here
Thursday, but Friday will face a
more dilficult task -- deciding
when to declare, reports AFP,

At the close of the third day
of their Sheflield Shield game.
WA were 221 for two in their
second innings, a lead of 327,
alter Tasmanian captain Jamie

Cox declared 106 runs behind at
351 for [our alter lunch,

So far 1,023 runs have been
scored for Lhe loss of 15 wickets
-- and there's no sign of the
track deteriorating

In Adelaide, former Tesl
paceman Michael Kasprowicz
captured six wickels o keep
South Australia 92 runs behind
Queensland after the second day
of their match at Adelaide Oval

In reply to Queensland's 345.
SA were gowled out for 146 in
their first innings and were
forced to follow on.

At the close, the home side
was 107 for one in its second
innings with Greg Blewett on 45
and Darren Lehmann 29.

Kasprowicz took 5-42 off 11
overs in SA's first innings to
help competition leaders
Queensiand take first innings
points.

In Sydney, Victoria's top or-
der batsmen hit a rich vein of
form to grab the advantage over
New South Wales on the open-
ing day of their match at the
Sydney Cricket Ground.

Chasing a spot in the final,
the second-placed Victorians
amassed 281 for four.

Opening batsmen Matthew
Elliott, 48, and Jason Arn-
berger, 46, set the pattern and
Matthew Mott, 71 not out, and
Brad Hodge, 61, ensured Lhe
openers work wasn't wasled
with a productive third wicket
partnership of 125 in 151 min-
utes.

NSW and Australian le
spinner Stuart MacGill (3-93 o
29 overs) was primarily respon-
sible for ensuring the Victorian
top order didn't capitalise on its
promising start.

Wallace's ban
revoked

ST JOHN'S, Antigua, Feb 10:
The West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) has rescinded a one-
match ban on Barbados captain
Philo Wallace and he can now
play in the Busta Cup semifi-
nals, reports Reuters.

The ban was cancelled by the
WICB because of “its concern
that the match referee, in arriv-
ing at his decision, did not fol-
low the procedures required by
the WICB Code of Conduct”.

Wallace was given a one-
match ban by match referee An-
thony Lalacksingh for showing
“dissent” in last weekend's vital
Busta Cup match against
Trinidad and Tobago in Port of
Spain, which Barbados won by
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CAGLIARI, Sar-
dinta, Feb 10:
Christian Vierl

all but booked In-
ler Milan into the

(talian Cup final
on Wednesday, when soccer's
most  expensive player in
history scored twice in a 3-1
win over Cagliari, reports AFP,

Inter's Romanian signing
Adrian Mutu broke the dead-
lock in the 48th minute, Corsi-
can Francois Modesto levelled
tor Cagliari in the 57th bul
Vieri scored twice to put the
semi-linal, first leg beyond
cdoubt,

The away goals rule puts In-
ter totally in control ol next
week's second leg at San Siro, as
Viéri continues to repay the
near 50-million dollar fee Inter
pald Lazio lor him last summer,

Cagliari, second Ifrom bot-
tom in the Serie A, need to win
by a substantial margin at San
Siro - 3<0. 4-1 or 3-1 plus a
penalty shool-out - in order to
reach the linal.

Inter coach Marcello Lippi
was measured in his verdict,
saying: "It was a good game, the
team were concentrated and
paid attention. And at times
Lthey also played good [ootball."

Inter luu{ 20 minutes to
come out of their shell, and

when they did the determina-

o was clearly there but the
wcuracy wasn't,
Cagliari fired the first shot

in anger when Frenchman
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| Italian Cup semi-final

Vieri stars in Inter win

Jonathan Zebina met Luis
Olivelra’s free-kick on the right
in the sixth minute, foreing In-
ter goalkeeper Fabrizio Ferron
o %ct down qulcl;lly.

nter had to walt for the 21st
minute for their first attempt -
a barrelling drive from Greek
defender Grigorios Geo gatos,
who picked up a loose ball out-
side the area after a [ree-kick.

Creative Dutch midfielder
Clarence Seedor!l ballooned
another two minutes later and
Vieri fared no better as he skied
two efforts and saw another de-
flected wide as Inter turned up
the heat.

The breakthrough came four
minutes after the re-start when

® ..'T‘. Be e

Vieri let the ball run for Mutu
and the Romanian's 20-metre
shot Into the top right-hand
corner left Cagliarl 'keeper
Alessio Scarpl no chance.

It was Mutu's second goal in
the Cup after scoring Iin a 3-2
victory over AC Milan in the
previous round.

Cagliari nearly equalised
immediately when Olivelra col-
lected a defence-splitting pass
by the right-hand Fﬂﬁl but the
Brazilian-born Belgian's shot
trickled just wide of the far
post.

But it was all square soon af-
terwards when Fablo Macellari
swept over a high ball from the
left and the inrushing Modesto
met it with a fine first-time vol-

ley.

Inter were back In front
three minutes later when Geor-
gatos broke down the left flank
and sent over an inswinging
cross which Vierli met with an
unstoppable header inside the
six-metre box,

Cagliari nearly levelled in
the 73rd minute when Macel-
lari lired in a 22-metre f{ree-
kick which Ferron just turned
round for a corner at full
stretch, :

But Vieri killed off this and
almost certainly the second leg
tie just before injury-time - col-
lecting a long ball forward,
dodging between two defenders
and hitting a low shot past
Scarpi before a third defender
could get in a tackle.

African Nations Cup

LAGOS, Feb 10:
South Africa re-
turn on Thursday
to a ground where

sent oll

one run.

Wallace is now eligible to
play in the semifinal against
the Leeward Islands at Kensing-
ton Oval starting on Friday,

Seeds sail
o v
m Dubai

DUBAI, Feb 10: The top seed
glided through the opening
round of the million dollar
Dubal Duty Free Open on
Wednesday, with Ecuadorean
Nicolas Lapentti beating Ger-
man Oliver Gross 6-3, 6-2, and
Felix Mantilla of Spain beating
Byron Black of Zimbabwe 7-6.,
6-2, reports AP,

Defending champion and
eighth seeded Jerome Golome
Golmard of France won against
Spaniard Francisco Clavet 6-4,
4-6, 6-1.

Seventh seed Hicham Arazi
of Morocco took just one hour
and eleven minutes to beat
Rainer Schuttler of Germany,
while fourth seed Albert Cosia

of Spain saw off his compatriot
Alberto Berasategul 6-4, 7-5. to

move into the second round of

the tournament.

Lapentti showed off his
form, punishing Gross for his
€rrors Lo make the Germans ef-
lorts negligible.

- lam glad | wasn't pushed too
{ar In the opening game.” said
Lapentti who comes to Dubal
Straight from the Davis Cup

sites in Fcuador over the
vweekend,

they were humili-

aled by  Nigeria
eight years ago hoping to defeat
the Alrican Nations Cup co-
hosts and reach the final,

reports AFP,

Balana Bafana (The Boys)
shrugged off poor form in the
group stages by overcoming the
other co-hosts, Ghana, 1-0 in
the quarter-linals, despite play-
ing most ol the second hall with
10 men alter Eric Tinkler was

kled Super Eagles at Surulere
Stadium would clinch a third
conseculive final appearance
lor a South African squad that
marries Europe-based profes-

sionals with local semi-profes-
sionals.

BUENOS AIRES, Feb 10:
Franz Beckenbauer, who [ronts
Germany's 2006 World Cup bid,
told Argentina's press here on
Wednesday all the candidates
were strong and they would
need a little luck to earn the
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right to host the football ex-
lravaganza.

Beckenbauer, the only man
to have skippered and coached
his country to the World Cup ti-
tle, was speaking at a press
conference in the German em-
bassy during a two-day visit Lo
the capital tit‘y.

South Alrica, Morocco,
England and Brazil are the
other countries bidding and the
sport’'s world governing body

FIFA will mnake a decislon in
July (FIFA).

LAUDRUP WON'T

RECONSIDER

COPENHAGEN: Ajax striker
Brian Laudrup has refused to
come oul of international re-
tUrement for Euro 2000 al the
request of Danish national
leamn coach Bo Johansson.

Swede Johansson told the
Danish press how he asked
Laudrup if he would go back on

his decision to retire after the

e

Victory over the star-sprin- .

That would also exorcise the
ghosts of October 10, 1992,
when Nigeria crushed South
Alrica 4-0 in a World Cup quali-
lier just months after the visi-
tors had emerged from three
decades of apartheid-induced
Isolation.

Lucas Radebe is the sole
South African survivor. He was
an unknown defender with Jo-
hannesburg club Kaizer Chiels
then - now he captains English
Premiership title challengers
Leeds United and his country.

This change mirrors the
rapid rise of Bafana Bafana
into one of the most powerful
national teams on the conti-
nent, and another walloping
[rom Lhe Nigerians is unlikely.

‘We are cerlainly not going
Lo sil back and show Nigeria re-
spect like Senegal did. That
would be suicidal,” vice-captain
Mark Fish told a media confer-
ence in the Nigerian commer-
cial capital,

Fish conceded that no team
has been more dangerous going
forward than Nigeria, but
pointed Lo delensive hesitation
as a weak point in the armoury
ol the title favourites.

The Eagles appeared suspect
almost every time Senegal at-
lacked in the first half of a
dramatic quarter-final on
Monday won by two goals from
leenage substitute Julius Agha-
liowa.

Alrican Footballer of the
Year Nwankwo Kanu conceded
that alfter coming so close to
elimination against the West
Alrican Lions, his teammates
dare not {all behind against de-
fensively-formidable South
Alrica.

‘It would be extremely diffi-
cult for us to come back against
Balana Bafana because they
have such disciplined and ex-
perienced defenders.” he told
reporiers.

While the loss of hard-man
Tinkler could lessen the ball-

1998 World Cup in France.

But the 31-year-old interna-
tional remained firm in his
original choice to only play
club football and thereby spend
more time with his family.

PASSARELLA'S

PRAYERS

MONTEVIDEO: Uruguayan
national coach Daniel Pas-
sarella was quoted in Montev-
ideo press reports that he often
prays for the welfare of Diego
Maradona, currently recover-
ing from heart problems in a
Cuban clinic.

Passarella, formerly a
player in the Argentinian na-
tional team, said he hoped this

former great Flayer would soon
be in full health,
Maradona is undergoing

detoxication after a cocaine

Sir Bobby to
take the field
again

ASUNCION, Feb 10: Eng-
land's 1966 World Cup-w‘mninﬁ
star Sir Bobby Charlton wi
play a (:haril'y match on Thurs-
day in aid of the community of
Pu{upinchn which was partially
devastated by [ire last year, re-
ports AFP.

Charlton, visiting the
smallest South American coun-
iry to promote Britain's cam-
paign to host the 2006 World
Cup, will also donate two foot-
ball kits Lo ‘jaouth teams in the
area, a ritish embassy
spokesman said.

The British diplomatic dele-
gation last November donated
basic equipment to enable fam-
ilies affected by a fire to recon-
struct their homes,

In addition to denoting
equipment, Charlton will de-
liver a letter of support from
Newcastle United's Paraguayan

layer Diego Gavilan and coach
bby Robson,

SA’s sternest test yet

winning ability of South Africa

in widlield, probable replace-
ment Thabo M1 gomeni is a su-
perior all-round footballer.

Coach Trott Moloto is ex-
pected to retain the 10 players
who withstood continuous
Ghanaian pressure during the
most courageous away perfor-
mance by Bafana Bafana in
Africa.

Nigeria will miss influential
midlielder Augustine 'Jay Jay'
Okocha, sent off against Sene-
gal for elbowing an opponent
deep in injury time as tempers

boiled over.
This action by the normally
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MISSIing 1n

OKOCHA ...
action

placid Paris St Germain player
illustrated the almost unbear-
able pressure on the Super Ea-
gles 1o re-establish themselves
as Lhe leading national team in
Alrica,

Alter winning the Nations
Cup in Tunisia six years ago.
they were preventedyfrnm e-
fending the title due to pslitical
differences with hosts South
Africa - a move that led to their
suspension [rom the next edi-
tion in Burkina Faso.

overdose in upmarket tourist
resort Punta Del Este, Uruguay
last month.

GALLARDO OUT OF

WEEKEND'S GAME

MONACO: Monaco's injured
playmaker Marcelo Gallardo is
oul of Saturda{;s French Cup
match and l11)1*1.':' ably won't ap-
pear for the league match
against Bordeaux next week,
Emile Rossi, director general of
the prinicipality club said on
Wednesday.

Gallardo was on Sunday
kicked high on his left thigh by
Lyon's Brazilian striker Sonny
Anderson, who was sent off for
the offence. He carried on but
had to leave the field 10 min-
utes later after an hour's Elay.

Gallardo, who was having
treatment and did not train on
Wednesday afternoon, has a
large bruise on his leg.

onaco's I[talian striker
Marco Simone, who injured his
right calf In the same match
and only did light training
Wednesday, will also not be
playing at Thouars on Satur-

day.
SANZ A VICTIM

OF BLACKMAIL!

MADRID: Lorenzo Sanz,
president of Spanish giants
Real Madrid revealed Wednes-
day that he had been the victim
of a blackmail threat to dis-
credit the Primera Liga outfit,

The caller, using the code-
name ‘'Anderson’, first con-
tacted the Real boss in Decem-
ber and claimed that he was a
Swiss lawyer acting for a third

parrl{y.

e demanded 500,000 dol-
lars to remain silent on infor-
mation that he claimed could be
damaging to the club, Sanz told
Spanish SER radio.

Sanz said that on the zdvice
of police he had arranged to
meet the blackmailer Tuesda
on a boulevard in the French
capital Paris, but the attenpt to
calch him failed when he fled
after spotting police officers.

Real Madrid are currently
eight in the Spanish leagu s, ten

oints behind leaders Deportivo
Coruna (43),
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Barca after
Ronaldin}

MADRID, Feb 10: Spanish

. giants Barcelona are reportedly

interested in bringing Brazilian

star striker Ronaldinho to the |

Premira Liga, the Spanish
gpnrla daily As reported Thurs-
ay, reports AFP, |
Barcelona's scouting team
have been In Brazil wate' Ing an
Olympic qualifylng tourna-

ment and were enchanted by the
talented young player, who will
celebrate his 21st birthday in

March.

The otﬂktrhasﬂadealm%e
impact at home with Gremio
and has also sparkled on the
world stage during the Copa
America and the Confedera-
tions Cup in Mexico.

However, the budding super-
star- has a huge price on his
head.

[t is reported that Gremio
have demanded somewhere in
the reglon of 72.5 million dol-
lars to allow Ronaldinho to

come o Europe which would
smash the Spanish transfer
record.

The current record was the
recent arrival of French inter-
national Nicolas Anelka who
sel Barca's rivals Real Madrid
back a paltry 35.5 million dol-
lars when he came over from
Premiership side Arsenal,

Lagos police
on alert

LAGOS, Feb 10: African Na-
tions Cup organisers have been
assured there will be a heavy
gollcc presence at the Nigeria-

outh Africa semi-final In La-
gos Thursday, following inci-
dents at two earlier matches, of-
ficials told AFP.

The Confederation of
Alrican Football (CAF) met
with the organising committee
ol co-hosts Nigeria to discuss
security alter crowd trouble in
two Nigeria games, the last the
quarter-final Monday against
Senegal. ,

The football bosses met with
the chairman of the security
sub-committee and a senior
Nigerian police chief,

They were assured that there
will be a "hea olice presence"
in and around the ground, CAF
press officer Suleiman Habuba
said,

'Among other things it was
decided that anti-riot police
will be deployed to the stadium,
while plain clothes police will
be stationed in the stands,” he
said.

"CAF has insisted on a heavy
police presence to deter trouble
makers."

Policemen who are not on
duty have also been warned to
steer clear of the stadium while
the number of officials accred-
ited to sit around the pitch has
been drastically reduced,
Habuba said.

Monday's match against
Senegal was interrupted by a 12
minute pitch invasion after
Nigeria's second goal,

Last week, [ans rioted after
Nigeria drew against lowly
Congo.

The final of the Nations Cup
tournament is scheduled to be
played in Lagos Sunday.

Rincon leaving
Corinthians

SAO PAULO, Feb 10: Colom-
bian midlielder Freddy Rincon
is leaving Brazil's world cham-
pions Corinthians because of
personal problems and will
join rivals Santos, confirmed

icente Cascioni, Santos legal
chiel Wednesday, reports AFP.

Cascioni, speaking to the
Brazilian press, refused to elab-
orale on why Rincon was leav-
ing the club which beat Vasco
Da Gama in a penalty-shootout
o claim the world title just last
month,

Rincon is set to go for six-
million-dollars on a two-year
contract.

Cascioni added Corinthians
would not be able to stop Rincon
playing for Santos, a]thnu%lh
they may be able to delay the
date he joins them.

On Tuesday, Corinthians
announced they would be tak-
ing the case (o the sport's world
governing body FIFA as the
Colombian still has 17 months
ol his contract to run.

Rincon. who was captain of
Corintlians and played there

lor two years, is reportedly tak-
INg a pay-cut to play at Santos

for an annual salary of 1.2 mil-
lian dollars.

A previous bid by Santos to
acquire Rincon in 1997 under
former coach Wanderley Lux-
emburgo, now coach of the
Brazilian squad, failed.

Rincon, who played in Lhe
1994 and 1998 World Cups, had
also been targeted by Brazilian
side Flamengo.

Collym ore now
Leicester’s

LONDON, Feb 10: Leicester
City completed the signing of
Aston Villa's out-of-favour
striker Stan Collymore on
Thursday, reports AFP.

It brings to an end Colly-
more's controversial three-year
reign at Villa Park which ended
wilh his being frozen out of
manager John Gregory's first
team plans.

Collymore Is available to
play in Saturday's Premiership
match at Watlford - nine months
after his last senior action.

The former Liverpool player
ted up the move alter holding
talks on Tuesday evening with
Lelcester manager artin
O'Neill.

Lelcester chairman John El-
som and his Villa counterpart
Doug Ellis have agreed a pay-as-
ynu-ﬁla}' deal for Collymore
which could be worth 500,000
pounds (800,000 dollars) if he
n;atl;::s 50 appearances for the
club.
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Real made to swea

MADRID, Feb 10:
Real Madrid,
winners of the
Spanish Cup 17
tUmes, struggled to
beat Second Divi

Merida 1-0 in their
leg at home
reports Reulters.

slon

quarterfinal first
on Wednesday,

Merida, fighting to avoid

dropping into the Third Divi-
sion, rose to the occasion in the
Santiago Bernabeu stadium and

anuld easily have led at half-
me,

The visitors had claims for a
penalty turned down and a goal
disallowed for a marginal off-
side while Real Madrid goal-
keeper Iker Casillas saved his
side on two other occasions in
the first half.

However Real Madrid rode
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their luck and Introduced
Rolando Zarete, who normally
Flays in the reserves, in what
urned out Lo be an inspired sec-
ond half substitution.

g Zarele waall, :ﬁ': hmﬂ:g to slot
ome a s in

area aﬂeul?ytemmatepgiu d
Meca had drawn Merida .
Raul Iglesias out of posi-

Atletico Madrid and Rayo
Vallecano fought out a drear:
all-Madrid d in the Vicent
Calderon stadium which fin-
ished in a 0-0 draw.

Both sides had just one pene-
trating attack apiece. )

Atletico's Jimmy Floyd Has-
selbaink saw one of his diving
ge?;iem Just fly wide in the first

all,

Bundesliga

v

BERLIN, Feb 10:
Leaders Bayern
Munich thrashed
second-placed Ba-
yer Leverkusen
4-] on Wednesday
lo surge three points clear at the
lop ol the Bundesliga and put
themselves on course for the
1999/2000 title, reports AFP,

A Torben Hoffmann own
goal and then Stefan Effenberg,
Mehmet Scholl and Alexander
Zickler found the net for Bayern
while Michael Ballack replied
for Leverkusen.

* Hoflman's goal came after

just 108 seconds of the game
while he was trying to stave off
a centre from Bayern's Brazil-
lan striker Giovane Elber,
Seconds before the break, Ef-
fenberg made it 2-0 after a coun-
terattack and Munich looked
sel Lo win the crunch fixture.
Leverkusen put the pressure
on Bayern but the hosts made it
3-0 through German interna-
tional Mehmet Scholl, who.
alone in front of the Leverkusen

keeper, easily found the net af-
ter good work from Effenberg.
allack pulled a goal back
for Leverkusen from a freekick
but Zickler added a fourth for
Munich in the dying seconds to
retain the three-goal margin.
Munich drew 0-0 with third-
laced Hamburg on Sunday so
our points out of a possible six
in two top-of-the-table clashes
within four days can be consid-
ered a good return for coach
Ottmar Hitzfeld.

New Borussia Dortmund
coach Bernd Krauss hardly had
a great start in his first game in
charge alter replacing Michael
Skibbe, as they fell 1-0 at VIL

Wolfsburg.

SV Hamburg, meanwhile,
with two goals from Ghanalan
Tony Yeboah. consoclidated

their third place with a 3-1 win
at Stuttgart five points behind
Bayern and two adrift of Lev-
erkusen.

In other Wednesday
matches, MSV Duisburg and
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In the second half Rayo's
Manuel Canabal had a header
cleared off the line in spectacu-
lar fashion by Atletico defender
Santi Denla, who performed an
overhead bicycle ﬁfck to keep
gl' l MPOSTELLA

yol as good as -
Leed ﬁiﬂ lace In the m
Cup semifinals with a 5-1
thrashing of Second Division
Compostela. '
mggmamM midfielder Cor&
s n Galca mrm*a hattrick
ln_cludig a fourth minute
penalty to start the deluge,

The Barcelona-based side
eased up fn the final minutes,
all Romano Sion tn--ﬁet £

all-

consolation goal for the
clan club.
Second leg ties will be played

on February 16 and 17,

e

Eintracht Frankfurt had 2-0
home victories over Unter-
haching and SC Freiburg re-
spectively,

Hertha Berlin was the major
winner on Tuesday when their
2-0 viclory over Arminia Biele-
feld left them in seventh spot.

Hertha Berlin, still in the
European Champions League
with Bayern, sealed victory.
through two goals from German
international centre forward
Michael Preetz in the 51st and
75th minutes against the bot-
tom club.

Preetz, top scorer in Ger-
many In 1998/99, now has
seven Lo his name this season.

The 1998 champions Kaiser-
lautern had to come back from
lwo goals down against Hansa
Rostock with just minutes to go,
Sweden's Jorgen Pettersson *
scored in the 85th minute and
Yugoslavian inlernational Slo-
bodan Komljenovic equalized a

minute later for a 2-2 final
scoreline.

LONDON, Feb 10:
English Premier-
ship sides Chelsea
and Arsenal are
set to battle for
the services of Dy-
v's Ukrainian striker
ebrov this summer

namo K
Serhii
along with a host of other

major European clubs, ac-
cording to SkySports website
on Wednesday, reports AFP.

.~ Spanish gilants Barcelona
and reigning [talian champions
-AC Milan are also in the mar-
ket for the 25-year-old, who
will be made available at
around 12 million pounds (19

Zambian fans
point at booze

LUSAKA, Feb 10 (Reuters): A
Zambian soccer supporters club
on Thursday blamed the na-
tional team’s early exit from
the African Nations Cup on al-
cohol and late nights.

Willie Malasha, publicity
secretary of the Chipolopolo
Soccer Fans Association
(CSFA), said: "On almost every
night, there were five or six
players drinking with us in the
night clubs, some with their
girlfriends."

Zambia's team, known as
the Chipolopolo or The Bullets,
crashed out of the tournament
in the first round after losing to
Egypt and scraping draws with
Senegal and Burkina Faso.

Malasha said Zambian
players and officials had

acked their bags before their
ast group match against Sene-
gal, implying they had lost hope
of making further progress.

The team flew out of Lagos,
venue for the clash against
Senegal, within hours of the
match and officials in Lusaka
did not know their whereabouts
for at least 48 hours.

Zambia's early exit has
prompted many fans to call for
the removal of coach Ben Bam-
fuchile.

Bamfuchile has said he took
responsibility for the poor per-
formance but has so far ruled
out resigning.

—_—

million dollars) once Kyiv's in-
terest in the European Champi-
ons e Is over.

Europe’s elite clubls should
at least have one competitor
less as Scottish champions
Glasgow Rangers pulled out
from the race for the exciting
sharp-shooter. _

Rangers chairman David
Murray on Thursday confirmed
the club have withdrawn their
interest in Rebrov, according to
a report on SkySports website.

Coach Dick Advocaat had

placed the star at the top of his
wanted list in the face of stiff
competition from a host of
prospective buyers.

But Murray said €rs are
no longer interested in the man
twice voted Ukrainian Player of
the Year: "We have pulled out
because of something which
came to our attention at a very
late stage,

“Cynics may look at this and
think that we were never a seri-
ous bidder but I have the docu-
ments which prove that a deal
was in place between myself
and Kyiv president Grigory
Surkis.

“The player had also agreed
to come (o us and we ted to
have him by next Tuesday.

“But, for our own reasons, we
have decided to withdraw our
offer. Collectively, we have de-
cided not to take this matter
further.

"What I can say to our fans is
that this is the standard of
player we are interested in sign-
ing and we will now take our in-
terest elsewhere."”

The man who is the striking
artner to Milan's Andrii
hevchenko in the national

side may be tempted to try his
luck with a glamorous Euro-
pean side.

Sky said Rebrov is likely to
leave Kyiv in a big-money
transfer just as Shevchenko did
last summer when he left for
Italy in a 14 million-pound deal
(22 million dollars).

Alexei Mikhailichenko,
Kyiv's assistant manager said:
"He is ready to play for a new
team after many years with us
and would do very well in any

league.

Big guns hunt for Rebrov

"He is perhaps a better all-
round player than Shevchenko
and he will succeed. After the
Champions Le is finished it
is possible that he will go.”

Kyiv will nonetheless be re-
luctant to part with the
diminutive striker who has al-
ready scored flve goals in t
Champions League games this
season, taking his European
tally to 25 in 54 matches.

__ Shevchenko is in no doubt
f:xhi*;vduldfhé-hﬂam for any

“"When 1 moved to Italy many
people thought Sergei would
also move but Kyiv don't sell ev-
cryonlgl. Til_lat t:uuld make it im-
possible for them to compete.”
sald Shevchenko.

'l believe he could play in
any league in the world. He is a
clever player, the kind every
team would like to have.”

FIFA object to
termination of

Kenyan federation

NAIROBI. Feb 10: Football's
world governing body FIFA
have ollicially objected to a
Kenyan government decision to
dissolve the country’s football
federation earlier this week, re-
ports AFP.

FIFA's concern was ex-
pressed in a letter, made avail-
able to AFP here Thursday,
from its General Secretary
Michel Zen-Ruffinen to the

Kenyan Football Federation
(KFF).
Sports Minister Noah

Katana Ngala dissolved the KFF
Tuesday. contravening FIFA
rules. to save the sport after a
mass resignation by members
of the executive following fail-
ure by the KFF to hold its na-
tional elections on February 5
alter a dispute over election
procedure.

Only two members of the
Nalional Executive Committee
(NEC) - the secretary and the
Lreasurer - were left in office,

But Ruffinen said that FIFA
will not recognise any decison
taken in violation of its statu-
Lory provisions.
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