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FM explains new

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad briefed foreign
diplomats in Dhaka yesterday
about the imperatives that
prompted the government to
enact the Public Safety Act, re-
ports UNB.

Azad said he explained vari-
ous provisions of the new law,

law to diplomats

meel the demand of the time."

"By opposing the law the op-
position political parties are
virtually trying to protect the
terrorists,” he said.

Asked about possible abuse
of the law as apprehended by
the opposition groups, he said:
"Wait and see how it will turn
out to be a good law.”
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Alliance

finalises

jt rally
arrangement
By Staff Correspondent

The Liaison Committee of
the BNP-led opposition alliance
yesterday finalised arrange-
ments for Sunday’s joint public
rally and mass procession of
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STANSTED, England, Feb
10: The hijackers of an Afghan
plane released their hostages
salely and surrendered early
Thursday, ending a four-day
standofl at an airport outside
London, reports AP,

Police said they had arrested
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hijack drama en
hostages released

It remained unclear why the * f

the report.

Police recovered four hand-
uns, five knives, one set of
rass knuckles, two detonators

and two grenades, though they
gd not appear Lo have fuses,
evens sald.

He anticipated a long process

hijackers seized the plane early

Sunday, 20 minutes into a do-

mestic flight from the
capital, Kabul. Thcg
it on stops In

zbe .istan, |
Kazakstan and Russia bel%.ﬁ B

landing in London.
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then _,-‘_,

The end of the standoff |

which was needed to ensure The Foreign Minister was | the four component parties in 19 of the 151 people who came  of interviewing all the people f
: : : , e
public order and safety, and the gsked about the diplomats' re- | the city. off the aircraft and seized four aboard the agircraft. mainly Ezﬂp,,;dn g;ﬁhoauttlhgﬂlmm.
smooth running of business sponse to his explanation of the As decided by the committee, guns and other weapons. The through translators, to build a 1. hostage-takers
and the economy:. tough law. "Oh yes, they all sup- a dais will be erected at Paltan suspects were not identified, tag '

He also gave the envoys a
comparative view of different
provisions of the Public Safety
Act and of the 1992 Anti-Ter-
rorism Act passed by the previ-
ous BNP government.

Azad told the diplomats and
representatives of interna-
tional organisations the law
would apply only to criminals
and '.muia!I not be used as a lot
for political retaliation.

It will ensure quick investi-
gations, trials and the delivery
of justice within a reasonable
period of time,” he said.

The Foreign Minister told
foreign diplomats trade and in-
vestment were virtually
hostages of terrorism, and that
could not be allowed to con-
Linue.

Azad said the last BNP gov-
ernment used the Anti-Terror-

ported and appreciated the law,”
Azad replied swiltly,

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
was present in the briefing ses-
sfon with the missian chiefs
and rcpresentatives of interna-
tional organisations, held at
State Guesthouse Padma.

Babri Masjid Case

Advani, Kalyan
Singh, Joshi
asked to appear

before court

LUCKNOW, Feb 10: A special
CBI court hearing Babri Masjid
Demolition Case today directed

Maidan and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zfa, Jatiya Party
Chairman HM Ershad, Jamaat-
e-Islami Ameer Golam Azam
and Islami Oikya Jote chief Az-
izul Haq will address the joint
public meeting prior to leading
the procession.

Elderly politician Oli Ahad
is likely to address the mtcm;F
on behalf of the seven-party al-
liance, sources concerned said.

Khaleda Zia will announce
fresh programmes from the

joint meeting.

The liaison body sat twice
yeslerday and resolved the
dispute over the arrangement of
hunger strike on February 8
and finalised Sunday's joint
programime.

It decided that the procession
of the four parties will proceed
one by one. BNP's procession

and police said it wasn't imme-
diately clear if any of the sus-
pects were related.

‘It became clear in the last
hour of the negotiations that
they were expressing concern
about the political situation in
Afghanistan,” said David
Stevens, chief constable of Es-
sex County police.

“For the first 75 hours they
didn't talk about the political
situation at all.”

He said police were still not
clear about the motive for the
hijacking, but said the expres-
sions of concern about the po-
litical situation were not made
in the context of any demand
for asylum.

"No guarantees have been
given on any subject,” Stevens
said. "No requests or guarantees
on asylum were made and none

case,
"We are now into a very com-
plex and involved criminal in-
vestigation,” John Broughton,
an Essex County assistant chief
constable, said shortly after the
drama ended. "We're in the pro-
cess now of building a detalled

picture of what is required and
what ple want.” ,

Belore dawn, the pas:ngers
left the aircraft with little
warning — first a group of

- around 85 at 3:50 am, then 65

more two hours later. Women
and children came first down
the runway, illuminated by
bright lights from police vehi-
cles on the tarmac. The men ex-
iting the plane held their hands
in the air.

The released hostages were
taken to a safe location for
medical tests, police said. Be-
fore the releases, police had

Just before the releases thig
morning, two of the hijackerg

had left the aircraft for a2 meet.

ing with negotiators on the
tarmac, deputy chief constable
Joe s said. :

The atmosphere became
tense Tuesday night after four
crew members — the captain,
second captain, first officer and
flight engineer — scrambled out
of a cockpit window and down 3
rope. Hours later, the hij
ejected a flight attendant, who

was seen tumbling down a set of 3

stairs at the rear of the p

b L I

Immediately after that
Stevens sald the hijackers ey

made threats against the pas-
SCNECTS.

ere were threats. quite
significant threats, bein . made
to the passengers — threats of
injuries,” Stevens told a news
conference.

ism Act for two years "“for polit- all the accused including union led b):f Khaleda Zia will first have been given."”
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Act there was a provision for
capital punishment, but the
present law prescribes a maxi-
mum life term. A unique feature
of the law, Azad said, was that it
contained provision for pun-
ishment for those who file false
cases of harassment.

Photographs and video
would be considered as evidence
during trials. Under the new
law. a case must be finished in
12C days. In the 1992 Anti-
Terrorism Act, the timeframe
was 90 days.

charges unless Lhci,r got a stay
order from the High Court, re-
ports PTI.

It was argued before the spe-
cial judge (CBIl) J P Srivastava
by the counsel for the accused
that the charges could not be
framed as four criminal revi-
sion petitions challenging the
summoning order of the CBI
court was pending before the
Lucknow bench of the Alla-
habad High Court.

The CBI counsel argued that
no order had been passed by the

dents/convenors of the four
parties to make joint efforts to
make the programmes a suc-
cess.

Meeting sources said that
yesterday's meeting did not fi-
nalise the programme to be an-
nounced from the joint public
meeting.

They said there is possibility
of calling a 36-hour “blockade
hartal” on February 16-17.

The committee decided to
settle everything including sit-
ting arrangements for party

Officials would not comment on

/Broughton said.

litical or otherwise.

Textbook trouble

~ Old-edition with new cover

confuses students
By Mustak Hossain

Accords;t('i set up' 3 power planE_

The Rural Electrification
Board (REB) yesterday signed
agreements with a local private
power dwcluFer for setting up
of three small power plants in

By Staff Correspondent

would purchase power in local
CUrrency.

The REB and the United
Summit Power Company which
sel up the country's first private

a total of Tk 90 crore for the
three plants. Of the amount, Tk
60 crore would be provided by
the Infrastructure Develo

pment
Cnmlj:iangaud (IDCOL) and the

A

Azad quoted the Prime Min-  High Court for staying the pro- | chiefs before finalsing future Old-edition textbooks with that six textbooks would re- | Savar, Comilla and Narsingdi Eowcr plant --110 MW Khulna  Wor nk’'s sister concern
isler as saying: "It is a law for  ceedings of the speciafcuurt for | joint programme. new cover for classes 1X and X main unchanged and be avail- | on Build, Own, te basis. arge-mounted power plant-- IFC in dollars and the rest by
the people and the economy t0  framing charges. It is likely to meet again to- for the current academic year able in the market along with The three 11 plants are  yesterday signed a Power Pur- local financial institutions. ‘

: MOrrow have flooded the city book “"due parts”. These include | likely to come into operation in chase Agreement, an Imple- The signing ceremony was
Yesterday's meeting was at- stalls, creating confusion Mathematics and Social Sci- December this year. Cost of mentation Agreement and a attended by, among ethers, Sec-

tended by BNP leaders M Sham-
sul Islam MP and Anwar Zahid,

among students.
Such textbooks include En-

ence {or class VI, General Sci-
ence for class VII, Agricultural

power from these plants would
be the lowest in the country till

Land Lease Agreement.
“Installation cost wise, these

- retary

of Power Division Ara-
bind Kar, REB Chairman

i
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District and Sessions Judge to-
day.

Jainal Khan, a day labourer,
was killed by Ershad Shikder
and his accomplices on April 2,
1995.

The argument in the murder
case which began on Tuesday

Lashkar. Iddris Jamal, Tendu
Harun, Noor-e-Alam and
Nazim Sarder were produced be-
fore the court.

Three of the accused in this
case are still at large.

They are Jamal Faruque,
Jainal Sheikh and Shaheb All.

According to a source at the
Special Court, lawyers defend-
ing Ershad were given more
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time than those of the prosecu-
{ion side. -

Relatives of most of the ac-
cused were found loitering In
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