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"Which Is?" asked Asif
" A no-pointdemand”
" That's actually very
appropriate since we aren't really
asking for anything” mumbled
Aslf.
" Yeah, but that will make us
look really stupld. Can you
_ Imagine going around the streets
.'-aylng that we're calling a Hartal
S Nno point demand?”
j"" *}'*"" ﬁhen lets have the next
X )¢ ! thlng a 1-point

........

SH!I haven't decided

a minute silence.

ob somethingvague

* don’ accldentally get
,H ﬂ‘ﬂyaﬂSﬂld

| ,,, Ourdemand isto

» env fronment and stop

.

e ":".? i anlty

~ the Hartal ¢ w Asif and his
~ friends.. Hlllﬂldayapproached
- Asif bean to get progressively
war exciied:

On the big day, Asif and his
friends met at his house where
Asif had announced that he
would make a speech. At eight
ﬁ‘dnckhemuponamoraand

....

Mamﬂlantm it . _
this before? As a matter of fa -‘*‘"‘“ aryone thoug
nfﬂIIS?AsﬁWpethﬂﬂnllﬁa 1406 u'.':_'__ +-' g'_'__|_:-.';" e
pm'sandmns Then he e r T
Shayan, listen to this. ﬁﬁh

' H'esl'lwldshowme
| ‘1 dream
3 wecandomreusefui

> simply j revresentln the desires
-mlden&fmm all walks of life. My

m )
ﬂmo!ﬂalm Itreqmmsmwzowoplemmw
- call a Hartal”

“Congratulations”
"No, don't you get it? We'll call our own Hartal

MMMW
Aslicuuldhear many people snickering, and Shayan

 "Yeah, have fun Aslf, Call me back when you've dme‘?:f;::,f.’ym“‘”mmmmw““g“mmg

b O be tRa TR eS s oy an Asif realized that he needed something to get the

e ol ablartal ping that they mﬁoﬁe?agersmmpfmhlm Luckily Shayan came

an P" at the end your name. It's our "Applause please” he shouted.
n The crowd started clapping ha

Hartal, forall you brave people”, Aslf said grandly.

llm sounds like Asif received the ﬁrststandmgovaﬂonmhtslffe.

”"Au- !"
"‘h II _". 1
"-'rr

i

' indeed a massive Through

.....

made. The l‘lnes 'We aren't joking" stared back at him. Asif
could tell from the faces outside the gate that they weren't
- laughing either,

._I-.lelhen was struck by another brmlamiden
"lm:an your father owns a paint factory, get your
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By A delirious demoniac

0 what do | want to be? Frankly, | don't know, |

have considered all the common jobs,

checked out the pro's and con's of each and

have finally reached the conclusion that |
can't do any of these jobs.

When | was a toddler, my parents used to look
appreciatively at my schoel grades. Overwhelmed with
joy at seeing my superb results, they would encourage
me to become a teacher. | was influenced and seriously
considered becoming a teacher, but as | grew up and
saw more of the world around me, no Influence couid
persuade me to even dream of being a teacher. | don't
‘want to pretend to be "the backbone of the soclety” and
“the consclence of the society” when I, myself, would be
Indulging students to take private lessons at my home. |

don't want to glve a 100 percent to the student who |

teach privately and a zero to the one | don't. | don't want
to give out exam questions to my private students. |
don'twantto give sensational

recommendations to my private students and
modest ones to the others. No, | can't be a teacher, |
decided.

Friends suggested that I might consider being a
doctor. "Okay, that sounds like a nice proposition”, |
thought. | set my heart to it and studied Biology
serlously. Soon, | realized | was In the wrong track. |
realized that | didn't want to give medication to only
those who came to my private chamber or clinic and
nothing to those poor, dying "hol polloi” at the public
hospitals. | don't want to go on strikes that would
Jeopardize the lives of thousands. | don't want to
perform a surgery on a patient, leave my scissors inside
his stomach and stitch him up. I don't wantto diagnose
a man being pregnant. | don't want to dlagnose a
diarrhea patient as having aids. Nah, this wasn't my kind
of a job.

Okay then. What can | become? | consldered being
an englneer, a civil engineer. There were problems in
this job too. | don't want to build a structure that would
collapse within hours of its making and kill hundreds of
people. I dont want to build a road that would corrode
In @ matter of months. | don't want to build a dam that's

- Supposed to last a hundred years but probably won't last

even a hundred days. Well, | was out of luck here too!

Banker? Hmm, that seemed tenable. Accounting
became my obsesslon. Unfortunately, it didn't take long
for my obsession to become the object of my loathing |
don't want to give the people's money to a business
tycoon so that he can voraciously engulf it all. | don't
want to be at the root of the bank-default culture. | don't
want to be a fat, clumsy bank-officlal who only prays to
money and talks to bribes. | don't want to eamn seven
thousand as my monthly salary and seven Lac as
monthly bribe, This just wasn't my kind of a job.

My teachers seemed relentless In finding out my
hopes and aspirations for the future. Time after time,
they'd ask me to write essays about this and every time,
I'd submit blank pages. "Young man, do you want to tell
me you don't want to be ANYTHING?" my English
teacher screamed at me. | had to say something. So |
sald | wanted to be a police officer.

Being a police officer wasn't that bad | used to think
back then. | would be able to maintaln law and order in
the country and be the beholder of justice. Soon |
realized that those were far-fetched dreams; my dreams
of being a cop vanished into thin air. | just wouldn't want
to Kill innocent students like Rubel. | wouldn't want to
eam crores of Taka every month, send my children to
the costliest universities abroad and have my own eight-
storied apartment bullding and my Ferrari registered in
my wife's name. | wouldn't want to be an accamplice of
Ershad Sikder or Ershad the President Scum.

So | can't be a teacher; | can't be a doctor, engineer,
banker or a cop. What do | want to be then? Let me tell
you what | want to be. | want to be Ershad Sikder rather
than being his slimy accomplice, Mr. Cop. | want to be

Salman F Rahman and not his partner-incrime, Mr.
Banker. I'd want to be Ershad the President Scum, a

hypocrite, rather than being a teacher and claiming to
be Mr. Good.

| want to be a cadre at Dhaka University and shoot
down other cadres. | want to be a criminal godfather
and a pimp like Mirza Abbas or Mokbul Hossain. | want
to be a Rajakar shit like Golam Azam, because Golam
Azams never get prosecuted. lwant to be the leader of a
political party and call hartals whenever | like, because
the people are stiil vote for me. | want to be the prime
minister, because reputed universities are going to give
me honorary Ph.D's even If | had failed the SSC exams. |
the Joint Secretary of a Ministry, because even If | usurp
millions and millions of Taka, people are gulng to
respect me and call me honest. I w -t to be a "Pir",
because people are going to worship me even If they
know | am fake.

These are my ambitions, these are my dreams, and
these are my hopes. | am confident that | can make my
dreams come true someday.
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