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anﬂadﬂh is just one ste
B _ thehte:;
t-pl nation as the In-
I;:c n;ﬂggmmlttce of the In-
ternational Cricket Council
(1CC) strongly recommended in
favour of the South Asian aspi-

rants,
The report of the three-

member inspection team was

discussed at length at the ICC
Executive Committee meeting

in Sin re yesterday where
John Agna ersur!ﬁa[ New Zealand
categorically stated: "There
should be no further discussion
about the eligibilit of
Bangladesh's appeal. It s ould
be approved automatically
through proper channel.”

The terse comment of the
Kiwi executive was revealed Lo
The Daily Star Sport late last
night by Syed Ashraful Haq, the

eneral secretary of the
angladesh Cricket Board
(BCB).

Ashraful, who is in Singa-
ggre along with BCB {;\rcsldcnt

ber Hossain Chowdhury, told
over telephone from his hotel

that the ICC inspectors --
See Page 12 Col 4

Japan against
trade union
< activities

at EPZs

Japan does not want
Bangladesh allows trade union
in the Export Processing Zones
(EPZs) at this moment, reports
BSS.

Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Kazuyoshi Urabe
stated this when he met EPZs
Executive Chairman M AB Sid-
dique at his office in the cily

yesterday.
Urabe expressed his satisfac-

tion at the prevailing congenial
atmosphere in (wo of the

country — one in Dhaka and the
other in Chittagong.

The Japanese envoy said it
attain the economic emancipa-
tion through undisturbed atmo-
sphere in the industrial sector.

He underscored the need for

litical stability, adequate in-

rastruectural facilities and effi-
cient management for the de-
velopment of the country’'s in-
dustrial sector.

Earlier, the BEPZA executive
Chairman briefed the envoy
about the entire gamut and suc-
cess of the EPZs. Siddique:
thanked the Japanese en-
trepreneurs for investment in
the EPZs of Bangladesh and
also hoped that Japan would
come in a bi way for mutual
benefit of both the nations.

Maolana Azhar
Masud held

By Staff Correspondent

Maolana AgZhar Masud
Azhar, a militant leader was
arrested two days ago by the
Pakistan authorities following
his declaration to form a new
group for fighting against the
Indian rule in Kashmir, accord-
ing to the BBC.

Maolana Azhar hit head-
lines in December last year
when the hijackers of an Indian

lane demanded his release

m an Indian jail.

Inside Today
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President
Clinton will
Skip Pakistan,
or Will He?

by Harun ur Rashid
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Shell plans another
drilling at east

UNCTAD hopes to
heal WTO wounds
DSE, CSE price
quotations

 Pages 6,7&8

(PSS will

i
dollars from February 15.

e

e e

Pre-Shipment Inspection
¢ compulsory for
ywrts valued over 5.000 US

“We are [ully prepared and

determined to introduce the
system ;
Chairman of National Board ol

[rom February 157,

Revenue (NBR) Abdul Muyeed

Chowdhury told The Daily Star
yesterday.

“PSI will help increase gov-
ernment’'s revenue, streamiline
the import process, bring
(ransparency. reduce corrup-
tion and prevent harassment of
husinessmen.” he said.

The date for introducing the
system was shifted several
times since October last year
due 1o lack of preparation and
legal procedures. Finance Min-
ister S A M S Kibria had de-
clared in his budget speech in
June last year that the govern-
ment would introduce compul-
sory PSI system on import.
Since then, the NBR has been

e ——————

from Feb 15

By Rafiq Hasan

laking preparations. It had ear-
lier decided to introduce PSI
from October last year but the
time was shilted Lo January
this year.

“The system was not intro-
duced earlier because we could
not complete the preparations.
Chowdhury said.

He said honest and genuine
businessmen have been de-
manding the system for long
hecause it would plug many
loopholes in the Custom system
and reduce their sullerings.

The PSI will also hasten re-
lease of goods from ports and
reduce congestion as lmports
will be checked on "random ba-
sis". which will save time. the
NBR chairman sald.

‘All Letters of Credit (L/Cs)
(o be opened on February 15 and
atter. which will be valued more
than 5.000 US dollars, will
come under the PSI systenm.”
said a senior official of NBR.
1’'SI will be optional for imports

[

valued up to 5.000 dollars.

Three internationally re-
puted loreign firms have been
selected tor the PSI1 and con-
tracts have been signed with
two of them. Contract with the
rest will be signed on February
1.3, he said.

To introduce the system,
counltries Irom where
Bangladesh imports goods have
been divided into three blocks
and each company will be re-
sponsible for one block.

Block A covering 47 coun-
tries including China, Hong
Kong, France, UK, [taly Swilzer-
lnnd and Sweden has been given
o Intertek Testing Services

(ITS). Block B covering 14
counlries inr|uflin% India,
Nepal. Malaysia, Thalland,

Singapore and Sri-Lanka has
been awarded to Inspectorate
Griffith. Block C was covering
91 countries including USA,
Korea, Japan Taiwan and Mid-

See page 1) col 7
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A sequence from the street drama 'Bibi Chhab' presented by Sarak at the Central Shaheed

Minar in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

!

Street dramas,
songs, recitation
~of poems at
Shaheed Minar

By DU Correspondent

On the second day of its 12-
day programme. the Sammnilita
Sangskritik Jote (SS.)) yester-
day organised street dramas,
recitation of poems, patriotic
songs. cholrs and danee num-
bers at the Central' Shaheed
Minar,

The theme of
grammes marking ‘Amar
Ekushey' this vyear was
“Awaken the motherland with
the strength of mother tongue”.

The programmes started In
the afternoon with mass songs.
Koushik Hossain Taposh and
Shahnewaj Khan Swapan ren-
dered songs while members of
Rajshahi Abritti Academy re-
ciled poems.

Padatik Nattya Sangsad and
Sarak staged two separate
street dramas and the team of
Tamanna Rahman performed
dances.

Activists of Udichi Shilpa
Goshti will! recite poems and
two different groups — Rudra
Mangal and Sakal will render
songs today at the Shaheed Mi-

See page 11 col 8
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Members of (he Interna-
tional Jute Organisation (IJO)
avreed yesterday to renew the
organisation’s mandate after it
expires in April.

"Members of the IJO have
agreed to hold a meeting on
March 27 in Geneva, Swilzer-
land. 1o rejuvenate the organi-
sation.” said an official of the
1JO vesterday.

The 1JO. which was launched
in 1984 under an international
agreement on jute and jule
products in Geneva, is sched-
uled to expire this April.

[JO is engaged in research,
development and promotion of

~the “golden {ibre”™. ... -

The live-day Geneva rejuve-
nation meeting under the aus-
pices of United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development
([UNCTAD)} would give 1JO a
fresh mandale to continue as a
world body. theoflicial said.

IJO to get a new
. lease of life

By Mustak Hossain

The possibility of IJO getting
another lease ol life seems
hrighter alter India. the leading

jute producer and exporter, re-

turned to its lold in December
last year. ollicials said.

India pulled out of 1JO in
1998 after it failed to get its
candidate appointed for the
post of 1JO chief executive.
Henri L. Jason, a French, was
chosen for the post. Thailand,
another major jute producing
country, left the IJO last year
due to the financial recession.

The official said the [JO re-
ceives one million US dollar in
contributions from its mem-
bers annually. RRp——

Presently there are three ex-
porting member nations—
Bangladesh. India and Nepal.
Based in Dhaka. the IJO is also
comprised of 21 consuming na-
Hons.

-ty e -

See page 1] col 7

Foundation
" of Space
Theatre laid

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina said her government is
committed to turn the huge

population into human re-
sources by spreading modern
science-based education, re-
ports UNB.

A population taking interest
in science and technology will
contribute significantly to the
socioeconomic development of
the country. she said while
laying the foundation stone of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Space Theatre at Bljoy
Sarani in the capital yesterday.

She said this space theatre
and planetarium will con-
tribute to creating interest
about science. v - .

Science and Technology
Ministry is constructing the
space theatre near the Bijoy
Sarani crossing, wheredpeople
will see the planets and stars

See page 11 col 4
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The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) has rejected the recom-
mendations made by the Na
lional Wages and Productivity
Commission (NWPC), which
suggested 68 per cent rise in
wages of workers of public sec-

tor enterprises (PSEs), from Tk.
1540 to Tk. 2582.
The chamber leaders urged

Industries Minister Tolail
Ahmed, whose ministry will
ultimately have the task of im-
plementing the recommengda-
gions, 1o re-consider the sugges-
tioiis as “it will further impov-
erish the PSEs".

The request was placed to the
minister yesterday when a
chamber cfyete sation led by its
President Latifur Rahman dis-
cussed various issues relating to

By Staff Correspondent

courntry's economy at his ollice.
MCCI placed a 14-point recom-
mendation Lo the minister.

“Such massive increases (in
wages ol workers) will be be-
yond the capacity of the public
sector enterprises.” Latifur
Rahman said.

The NWPC recently submit-
ted its report to the Ministry of
Labour and reportedly suggested
increase in basic salary of
workers ol PSEs by 63 per cent.
from Tk. 950 to Tk. 1550.

The xeport of the commis-
sion also advocated inerease ol
house renl aliowarice Dy 83 per

cent (from Tk. 380 to Tk. 697).
medical allowance by 33 per
cent (from Tk. 150 to Tk. 200)

and conveyance allowance by
83 per cenl lirom TK. 60 to Tk
110). Besides. the commission

MCCT’s ‘no’ to pay rise
- suggested by NWPC

suggestied Tk. 25 monthly wash-
ing allowance

The MCCI delegation told the
minister, “In fact, the recom
mendations amount to viola-
tion of the terms of reference
which clearly stipulated that
increase in wages should be rec-
ommended in conformity with
Lhe capacily ol the PSEs.”

They also told Tofail thatf
the MCCI supported the idea of
providing transit facility to In-
dia but in return, India should
allow Bangladesh iransit facil-
ity to Nepal and Bhutan. The
chamber also suggested that the
government defer the road
transit because ol acute conges-
tion in the country’s roads, and
until proper roads are built. But
it said that lransit [ac

See ?«*LEE‘ 12 Col 2
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A young man was shot dead
and his elder brother and niece
were bullet-hit during a ‘raid’ by
Detective Branch police in a
house at Shyampur in the city
early yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Ahmed Hossain Sumon. 23, a

By Staft Correspondent

resident of Karimullah Bag un-
der Shyampur thana.

The bullet-hit persons are
Shamim Hossain, brother of
Sumon and Tuli, 10, their niece.
The injured have been admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
hospital in critical conditions.

Father of Sumon (inset) is wailing after hearing the news

of his son's death.

— Star photo

One shot dead, two bullet-hit
. during ‘raid’ by DB men

DB police claimed that the
victim died in a shootout with
some local gangsters but the
family blammed DB police for the
killing.

DC DB Abdul Hannan Khan
told The Daily Star yesterda
evening that acting on a tip-off,
the DB men ‘raided’ the house to
nab one Asif, a notorious
criminal, wanted in over 20
CaSses,

But Asif could not be ar-
rested. The house that was
raided was not Asif's, bul
Sumon's [amily sheltered him,
Hannan claimed.

One Kamal Ahmed, an al-
leged member of Asil's gang was
arrested and two revolvers were
recovered, Hannan said. Police
also arrested Mozammel, an-
other brother of Sumon, but re-
leased him later.

Hannan said that Sumon
was an FIR- listed accused.

"Police opened fire in sell-
defence”, he said. Sub-inspector
Nurul Islam was also injured in
the shootout, he said.

Kulsuma Begum, mother of
Sumorn, at a press conlerence at
the ollice of Dhaka Reporter
Unity (DRU) yesterday claimed
that her son was Klllcd by

jainclothesmen who Identi-
led themselves as DB police.

‘The unidentilied persons
stormed into the house at about

See page 11 col 7

101-member

APAC Dhaka
city unit
finalised

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the BNP-led oppo-
sition alliance yesterday li-
nalised a draft of 101-member
Dhaka city unit of All-Party
Action Council (APAC). The
committee is expected to be de-
clared tomorrow.

Sadek Hossain Khoka MP,
whon is the convenor of city
BNP. has been made convenor
of the committee, sources said.

Initially, the city unit lead-
ers of BNP, Jatiya party, Ja-
maalt-e-Islami and Islami
Oikya Jote had decided to form
a 151-member committee with
three joint convenors.

Bul central leaders of Lhe
arties have advised them to
orm the commiltee as per the
guidelines set by the Central
Liaison Committee. Following
the instruction, the city unit
leaders have agreed to form a
101-member cormnmittee headed
by a convenor.

A Jamaal leader represent-
ing in the city Liaison Commit-
lee lold The Dally Star that they
would flinalise the composition
ol the APAC in its today's meel-
ing,

A cily BNF leader said 50 per
cent ol the members in the
commmittee will be taken from
BNP while the rest from JP,
Jamaalt, 10J and some other
simaller parties.

Under the signboard: DMP is your friend

By Shehab Ahmed

A market has just emerged
in Iront of the Police Control
Room at Shahbagh n the eity,

Construction ol the new
markel, an extension of the
three storied lNower market.
el been going on for some Lime
under the signboard, 'Dhaka
Metraopolitan Police 1s your
Iriend'.

When contacted, DCC olli-
cinls preferring anonymily told
The Daily Star yesterday thal
the extension was raised llle-
gally without thelr permission,

The DCC had leased the three
storicd market (o NNower sellers
during Ershad regime. It was
bullt by appropriating a portion
ol the Suhrawardy Udyan and
violating Rajhik's Master Plan
for the city, sources sald.

Similarly. another [lower
market Is under construction
near the entrance of the Dhaka
Club on the other side of the
Maulana Bhashani Avenue,

See page || col 8

“Feb 13 joint mass rally

programme unchanged

By Staff Correspondent

The difference between BNP
and Jatiya Party over the ar-
rangement of hunger strike by
opposition MPs in the cily on
Tuesday has been resolved fol-
Jlowing talks among the top
leaders

The combined public rally
and mass procession Ppro-
gramme by the four opposition
parties on February 13 will go
on schedule.

The liaison committee will
sit today at 29 Minto Road to
work oul preparation for the
combined programme and the
next course ol action.

Sources said though Khaleda
Zia and HM Ershad did not
have talks over Tuesday's issue,
leaders of both the parties were
convinced that the commotion
was a “silly misunderstanding”
created by a section ol leaders
and activists.

BNP sources said the party
had hung portraits of Ziaur
Rahman and Khaleda Zia and
hoisted its flag at the dais since
Jatiya Party MPs were nol sure
about their participation until
Monday night and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami opted to stay out ol the
fasting programme citing reli-
gious grounds.

A JP presidium member said
last mu‘hl Ershad and other
leaders were fully aware of the

Verdict in Jainal
~Murder Case
likely this month

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 9: Argument
in the Jainal murder case con-
tinued for the second day today.

It will end tomorrow, said a
source at the Special Court
which is trying lllt‘ case filed
against Ershad Shikdar and
his accomplices.

Verdict in this murder case
is expecled by the third week of
this month, the source said.

Ershad Shikdar has been de-
tained in Khulna district jail
while five other accused in this
murder case were shifted to Jes-
sore cenlral jail for security
reasorn.

According to a source in
KMP. accomplices of Shikdar
arrested in connection with all
the murder cases were coOnspir-
ing in connivanve with some
outlaws to create unrest in the
jail,

The source further said that
they were planning to murder
Noor-e-Alam with the help ol
Shikdar's armed cadres who are
still at large. Noor-e-Alam has
become government approver
in Jainal and Khalid murder
CASes.

rrangements of the hunger
strike programme and that a
BNP leader had informed him
over phone prior to his arrival.

But a section ol leaders and a
few MPs raised the issue and
tried to take advantage of it.

“There are some bad ele-
ments both in BNP and JP who
always try lo create confusion
to damage the unity of the al-
liance,” said the JP leader. pre
ferring anonyimitly

“Today's press reports are
exaggerated because Lhe misun
derstanding is confined only o
a [ew leaders and actlivists ol
JP.

Though detail arrangements
about the February 13 pro-
gramme are yet to be worked
oul. all the parties have agreed
to hold the programme jointly.

Work abstention
by dockers
at Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 9: Work
abstention by dock labourers
hampered cargo handling in
some vessels at Chittagong port
today, port sources said.

Dock workers began work
abstention in six vessels last
night demanding withdrawal of
suspension order against 19
dockers in four foodgrain
loaded ships and booking of 12
workers in each gang instead of
] 0 workers in two bitumen car-
rying ships, port sources said.

Port authorities suspended
19 workers on charge of as-
saulting a port doctor f[ew
months ago

The dockers resumed their
work In foodgrain vessels from
4 pm today afler postponement
of action against those workers,
port sources sald

But they (dockers) continued

Seepage 11 col 7

JS body unhappy
over performance
of 7 govt bodies

A meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Committee on Public Un
dertakings vesterday expressed
dissatisfaction over the
progress of activities of seven
dovernment organisations, re-
ports UNB.

The organisations are 1 .tas
Gas Transmission & Distribu-
tion Company., DESA,
Bangladesh Steel & Engineering
Corporation, Petro-Bangla,
PDB. RAJUK and National Cur-
riculum & Text Book Board.

Chaired by Emran Ahmad
asked the government to inject
dvnamism in overall activities
the meeting these organisations
to make their services available
to the commoniman and ensure
transparency and accountabil-
iy

[he meeting also asked the
organisations to submit report
immediately what steps they
have taken to implement the
recommendations made by the

See page 1] col 7
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