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" WELLINGTON, Feb 8

(Reuters): A stress
‘back has forced all-rounder
o h out of the New

g.-!:‘lm de that will host a |

tour by A &@ﬂ starting next
“He continues to have prob-

lems with a stress fracture in

ower back which has seen
_m:,] lay as a batsman only for
Auckland's last few Shell Cup
{domestic) matches,” New
and Cricket (NZC) said on

““The injury has not healed
sul‘ﬂ’e’.lm{g]?ﬁ him to be con-
idered for international

C physician Rob Camp-
d Nash, 28, would take
onths to heal enough to
% : him out
‘the five one-dayers and
Tests against Aus-

" "; J
3 : T
.T.-.L *?'_II' i

nation by the end of this
1o determine the full ex-

§ g

“tent of the fracture to the verte-

. . ae in his lower spine,” Camp-

Fal

E ~ Nash, stand-in captain when
- regular skip

r Stephen Flem-
ing was injured during last
year's India series, has a his-
tory of back problems and
missed almost two years of
cricket from 1996 to 1998.

He was one of the key
bowlers in the whitewash of the

West Indies on their recent Test

series in New Zealand.

Nash said he hoped to be fit
enough for the upcoming tour of
southern Africa in August.

Two other injury clouds
hanging over New Zealand
players -- wicketkeeper Adam
Parore and all-rounder Chris
Cairns -- appear to have lifted
and they are expected to be
available for the Australian

games. |
The New Zealand team for

the first one-day game against |
{lelllngtnn on |

Australia. in
February 16, is to be named on
Wednesday.

Seeds falter
at Sybase

SAN JOSE. California, Feb
3: Seventh-seeded South
African Wayne Ferreira kicked
off the year's first US tennis
tournament with a convincing
victory on Monday, but the
other two seeds in action at the
Sybase Open were sent packing,
reporis Reuters.

Serving-and-volleying with
elficiency and ripping return
winners, Ferreira dominated
gualifier Jeff Salzenstein for a
o-4, 6-4 win over the American

 left-hander.

°I played well but I could play
a lot better.” said the 29- =

old Ferreira. "I haven't played

much the past couple of weeks

just been ann

advances of
year, reports AFP.
from Tunisian club

demned
early
championship.

- but 1 served well enough to get

thronEhe™ *  saubodad e6w ,
lng: matchup of' American"
prospects, Justin Gimelstob up-
ended eighth seed Jan-Michael
Gambill 7-6, (7-2) 6-2, while
sixth seed Franco Squillari of
Argentina was bounced 7-5, 7-5
by Sweden's Mikael Tillstrom.
World number one and four-
time champion Andre Agassi is

‘scheduled to play his opening

malch on Wednesday, as is sec-
ond seed and defending cham--
pion Mark Philippoussis of
Australia.

Agassi, who was kicked out
of the tournament last year for
a series of profanities, arrived
U1 San Jose Maouday, just one
day after the Australian Open
champion helped the US Davis
Cup team rally for a victory
over Zimbabwe in Harare.

Gimelstob. 24, had Agassi's
Davis Cup teammate, Chris
Woodruff, on his mind as faced
Gambill in the fifth ATP Tour
meeting between the two former
junior rivals.

Gimelstob took the court
with two names written on his
hand for motivation
Wodruff, who pulled off the
clinching win under great pres-
sure in Harare, and golfer Tiger
Woods, who won at Pebble
Beach in spectacular fashion
earlier on Monday.

“What those two guys did was
to stay motivated, focused, kept
%\ving efforts and competed so

ard in pressure situations,”
Gimelstob said. "I tried to emu-
late that tonight, to play hard

‘and keep di?ng."
Gimelstob did just that, dig-

ging down and coming up big
when Gambill was serving for
the first set with a 5-3 lead. Af-
ter blowing the first set, the 22-
vear-old Gambill never recov-
ered.
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Council (ICC) has promoted a

mber of programmes de-
signed to develop and globalise
cricket. A significant inftiative
in this on-going process has
ed with the
aunch of the first 'Cricket
Week' from April 2-9, says a
press release.

When announcing this, ICC
president Jagmohan Dalmiya
said: "Cricket is already played
in over 100 countries around

the world. From Test-playin
giants to tiny specks olp lnlnr_uFa

in the Pacific, ons oy
the lgame. Yet we w m‘;ﬁl >
mole awareness ol the game
WeekP Rl ataie Aree i
bers as the ICC makes a positive
eflort to ensure that the is

known from Jamalica to Japan

and from Headingley to Cape
Horn."” . :
ICC is not alone in

this project. The United Na-

tions is oo!lﬂl;lﬁ forward to sup-
port ICC. "Both ICC and the UN
are committed to the cause of
producing better citizens for
tomorrow and this I1s why we
are batting together for world-
wide friendship and develop-
ment," D \ said. UN secre-
tary-general Kofi Annan has
done on record as s : "The
very essence of cricket is that
both sides on the rules
and they respect each other,
which is precisely what the
Fmplen of the world need to do
[ this new century is to be more

aceful and civilised than the
ast one."”

A combination of live events
and large-scale television pro-
gramming will spread aware-
ness of cricket and 'Cricket
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Week' all over the world, ICC is
to appoint a number of former
players as 'Cricket Ambas-
“sadors’ to visit numerous coun-
tries, using their knowledge and
rtise of thn‘gamc to assist
ICC with its development pro-
rammes, They will play a par-
cularly prominent role dur-
ing the week.
~ One of the feature events will
be an all-stars day/night match
between sides representing Asia
and the Rest of the World In
Dhaka on April 8. Dalmiya
thanked all the Test-playing
countries for extending full co-
operation to the ICC by making
adfjustments to the interna-
tional cricket calendar so that
the best players will be avall-
able for selection. |
He said that the sides will be
chosen by a panel of highly re-
puted former cricketers ap-
pointed by ICC who are likely to
meet in early March. To give
audiences an insight into the
selection process, the meeting
will be televised during 'Cricket
Week'. |
| stated that, as part
of ICC's 'last track’ programme
for the best Assoclate Member
nations, an emerging nations
tournament would be staged in
Harare during Cricket Week,
Denmark, Holland, Ireland,
Kenya and Scotland will be
Joined by Zimbabwe A in a 15-
mateh series. He thanked the
Zimbabwe Cricket Unlon for
their support of this event.
TransWorld International
(TWI1) are assisting ICC with the
overall marketing of the event
and producing some 20 hours of
television programming which
is desi to explain the ap-
peal of cricket to the uniniti-

ated and enle
already have {
the pame, Aps
erage of the D/
grnmmz: will |
« The Spir
documentary |
cricket design«
petite of view«
tional l;grr::;
wer o, ¢
> ¢ Cricketa
a look at crich
in each world 1
s Stars of (
ing out some o
ing talent froy
ticipating in
World Cup in S
* Sportra
some of the [
from the mode:
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ing some of th
and moments i
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cricketing kn
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World Cup finc

Selecting th
tion of the si
Stars match
sides — a pre
XI and a Wor
1975.

Several tele
across the glob
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Julius, the new sensa

LAGOS, Feb 8:
Nigerians have
fallen in love with
a pencil-slim
teenage footballer
who rejected the
his country last
Striker Julius Aghahowa
ants Es-
spurned a call-up for an
lympics qualifier and was

threatend with suspension
from national teams.

He came on against Morocco

~in the final round of African
Nations Cup
week and scored the late goal

group action last

that clinched victory and con-
ty Morocco to an
exit from the biennial

On Monday night in Lagos he

- went one better by snatching a
late equaliser against Senegal
in an
and grab
one minute into extra time.

uarter-final
ecisive goal

losive
the

A 2-1 victory for the title

favourites was marred by the
late disn of midfield ma-
cian Aggusttne ‘Jay Jay'
kocha for elbowing aye

Badji and he automatically
misses the semi-final against
South Africa Thursday.

Tunisia face Cameroon later

created several near misses and

the same day after causing the
shock of the first knockout
phase by eliminating lacklustre
defending champions Egypt 1-0
through a Khaled Badra penalty
in the northern city of Kano.

The semi-final losers play
off for third place in Accra Sat-
urday and the winners meet
Sunday in Lagos to determine
which national team is the best
in Africa.

Nigeria lifted the cup in

" Tunisia six years ago, but re-

fused to defend it due to politi-
cal differences with hosts South
Africa, a decision that led to

their suspension from the fol- .

lowing edition in Burkina Faso.
Senegal went ahead after six
minutes when Kalilou Fadiga,

~ sentenced to one month in jail

by a Belgian court recently for
punching a football fan, pun-
ished slack marking to fire a
low shot past statuesque lke
Shorunmu.

Constant Nigerian pressure

-
rs

hammered a close-range shot

past Oumar Diallo.
Rapidly-tiring Senegal were

lucky to survive until extra

time and it was Aghahowa who

delivered the fa
cross fell kindly
wrongfooted
stroking the bal
The goal trig;
vasion by Niger
who mistakenl
'‘golden goal' ru
mounted police 1
to restore order.
Extra time g
climax as physi
tally-drained Se
to offer in atta
comfortably h
showdown with
(The Boys).
Egypt, so im
winning their
matches, made
ture as Tunisia
soaked up the pi
nalty awardec
aid foul on Tar
Even regulas
sam Hassan cou

Tunisian goalke
Ouaer was seldo

ushing away ar
alf free kick f.

~ ' tian captain.

" The match wr

tisement for A
with continuous
fouls and injuri
referee Alain S:c

hand by the end
nine players intc
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"If you are a top-10 or top-20
player, you just don't hand it to
your opponent when you're
serving for it,” Gambill said.

“I've got to figure out why
that's happening to me," added
Gambill.

‘I had a great last couple
weeks of practice with Michael
Chang and [ thought | was hit-
ing the ball well but then I
came out here feeling flat-
footed.”

Judge does
Lennox a

favour

PHILADELPHIA, Feb 8: A
federal judge has refterated an
earlier order that boxer Lennox
Lewis does nvtml‘;:l hav? to fight
Henry Akinwande, a lawyer lor
- Lewis sald, reports AP.

- Patrick English, a New Jer-
‘sey lawyer who represents
Lewis, said the brief hearing be-
fore US District Court Judge
ari onder she hect agued in 199

she &

Lewis was in New York and did
attend the hearing.
| I:: original brg;{éﬁr was 1is-

' a case

- Orlin Norris Jr, who had

14
W

ng had conspired with

e rankings,

L by boxer

ned that boxing meotcr
r
soclation

court entered

=" RIO DE JANEIRO,
Feb 8: The board
of top Brazilian
outfit Vasco da
Gama have Mon-
day handed a 10-
day ban to their star striker Ed-
mundo, who on Saturday
refused to play in his team's
match with Palmeiras, lea

the dressing room just minutes
before the game, reports AFP.
That is just a provisional
sanction and club officials are
expected to discuss the player
again Monday night with a view
to him leaving the team he re-
joined less than a year ago after
a stint with Italian Serie A side

Fiorentina.
The reasons behind the

player's latest brush with au-
thority seems to be his ri
with Vasco's other striker Ro-
‘mario, Brazil's 1994 World Cup
winning hero, and Edmundo -
dub “the animal” - had some
choice words for his rival.
Vasco bought Romario from
Rio arch-rivals Flamengo in
December and the two - both out
of favour with Brazil coach
Wanderley Luxcmburlgu because
of their reputations for making
trouble - are known not to get
on.

Edmundo described his
team-male as false, saying: "I
left the dressing room because
there was a lack of considera-
tion towards me. | have a’lot of

| T01;louse to
loan Maurel

TOULOUSE, France, Feb B:
‘French Second Division pro-
motion-chasers Toulouse are to
loan promising midfielder
Patrice Maurel to English First
Divison side Ipswich until the
end of the season, general man-
ager Didier Couecou sald Tues-
day, reports AFP.

Maurel, 21, was a member of
the French team that won the
European junior title in 1997.
He has not been able to force his
way Into Toulouse's regular
starting line-up this season.

~ Japan take
third spot

HONG KONG, Feb 8 (AFP):
Result from third 5Iace plyoﬂ'
between Japan and Hong Ko
League X1 in Hong Kong quad-

rangular tournament at the
Hun%: Kong Stadium here Tues-

ate
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given the situation.”

Vasco president Eurico Mi-
randa has confirmed Romario
is the new club captain and Ed-
mundo said: "If Romario is false
then I can be too. A month ago
he was swearing his eternal
love for Flamengo our biggest
rivals.”

The highly-paid Edmundo
also denounced what he called
the "regime of slavery” at his
club and the salary he claims is
still owed to him by his em-
plnéers.

dmundo has indicated he
wants to leave and as well as a
potential move to Palmeiras,
rubbished Monday by the Sao
Paulo club's directors, there has
been talk of a return to Italy
although given the fact that he
scuppered Fiorentina's title bid
last season by quitting the club
to play the drums in a samba
band during the Rio carnival
Italian clubs may well baulk at
any such deal.

But the player insisted: "In

-co get tough with ‘Ani

the present circ
go to China if ne

Palmeiras d
ball Paulo A:
would be virtu
to sign Brazi
striker as they
him. ;

Edmundo's
stuff of legend |
Hress, The well kriown hedonist

ercely contested a paternit

suit brought by a famous B =
ian presenter but she was
vindicated by forensic tests.

He also negotiated a clause
in his Vasco da Gama contract
allowing him to visit night-

clubl - unlike his team-mates

and jwas criticised by Rio's ani-
“malirights lobby for getting a
chimpanzee drunk at his son's
birthday party.
On an even more serious
note he was sentenced to a jail

term for his role in a fatal car

crash that killed three people
but has not served any real time
in prison for that offence.

love for Vasco but | think for me |
to stay with the team is difficult

'da’l'!nng Kong 0 Japan 0
(Japan win 6-5 in penalty
shoot-out) :

Action from thﬁ ;
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doubles - probably as a partner
for Wayne Arthurs - in Ade-
laide.

Sandon Stolle, who has
never won a live Davis Cup
match, was again found want-
ing when he partnered Arthurs
in Saturday's losing doubles
against Federer and Lorenzo

anta and Newcombe's post-
match comments indicated he
may have lost patience with
Stolle.

-Marseille Tennis

MARSELLE, France, Feb 8:
Yevgeny Kafelnikov is the man
to beat. But Thomas Enqvist
took a first step in that direc-
tion ogenlng this year's Mar-
seille Open tournament with a
7-5, 5-7, 6-1 win over Spain's
Albert Portas, reports AP.

Enqvist, winner of the Mar-
seille n in 1997 and 1998,
played the first game Monday.

Goran Ivanisevic staved off
four match points in a second-
set tiebreaker and beat French
Cyril Saulnier, a wild-card en-
try, 6-7, 7-6, 6-0. Ivanisevic got
in 90 per cent of his first serves.

Spain's Jacobo Dlaz beat
.;msr en’'s Jonas Bjorkman 6-2,

Kafelnikov, the top seed and
a finalist in the Australian
Open, is the favourite. He lost
the 1998 final a%ujnst Enqvist.

France's Fabrice Santoro,
the No 6 seed, is the defending
champion.

WTA rankings
MIAMI, Feb 8 (AFP): Latest
WTA rankings released on

Monday:
Player points
Hingls 5734
Davenport 5190
V Willlams 4109
S Willlams 3015
Plerce 2467
Tauziat 2276
Martinez 1981
‘Halard-Decugis 1932
Testud 1843
Schett 1834
Kournikova 1794
Sanchez-Vicario 1768
Seles 1713
Mauresmo 1611
{ Likhovtseva 1563
Capriati s 1557
Coelzer 1487
Van Roost 1399
Huber 1391
u

1255
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American superstar golfer Tiger Woods poses with the

trophy after winning Pebble Beach National Pro-Am

[AAF Wi «. 5
long as possible.
He is also worried Ottey win
. not get a fair hearing because of
her outspoken views and her de-
lermination to compete indoors
this winter despite being em-
broiled in a drug controversy.

Zimmermann said that he |

would have preferred Ottey to go
before the independent Inter-

national Court of Arbitration
in Sport, which is based in Lau-
sanne.

Zimmermann said Ottey had
spent a considerable amount of
money on scientific research in

a bid to prove her innocence.

1 can't tell you exactly how |
much but it is currently tens of

thousands of dollars. and there
will be a lot more spent,” he
sald. Ottey, 39, will not be faced

tournament in California on February 7. — AFP photo | . with bankruptcy though.
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