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Cordless Kettle

create water
retention point in city

269 acres to be acquired at Kalyanpur

The government has [i-
nalised plans to acquire 269
acres of low lying land at
Kalyvanpur to culfecl stormn and
waste water that would other-
wise flood the city.

Sources in Dhaka WASA
said the ECNEC has already ap-
proved a Tk 82 crore project to
create a waler retention point
in the area. The “complicated™
r:rm‘v:-_s ol buying the land has
XL

“We sent an acquisition pro-
posal to the LGRD Ministry
i e than a month ago, so the
Jinistry should start the
Prewess soon,” said a WASA en-
LhEcett .

Rapid urbanisation is con-
suming the city’'s low lying ar-
eas, making it difficult to con-
trol the huge storm and waste
water that collects inside the

E_.l”.“l

Dhdaka Flood Protection Em-
bankment.
The waler retention point

would accommodalte that water

By Morshed Ali Khan

and improve the environment

in one ol the most densely popu-

lated cities in the world.
Under the plan, the water

would be collected and later re-

moved by the Kalyanpur pump
station. During the rainy sea-
so1l, the station’s three ma-
chines pump about 10 cubic
melres of water per second

Once Lhe land purchase is Ii-
nalised the area will be ringed
with barbed wire and eventu-
ally turned into a recreation
park. WASA sources said even
commercial activities, such as
lish cultivation. could be built
on the site. However, excava-
tion would be necessary f(or that
Kind ol scheme, said a WASA
engineer.

However, Kalyanpur resi-
dents saild the government
might have trouble buying the
land, since most low lying
stretches have changed hands
several times. A scarcily of

Two shot, 2 stabbed:
Tk 50000 mugged

’

Two people were shot and
iwo others stabbed in four
separate incidents in the city
yvesterday.

Rabbi, 22, a trader, was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col
lege Hospital after muggers at-
tacked him on the Farmgate
lootbridee at about 8 a.m.

He was going to Chakbazaar
lo buy materials for his shop
when the gang confronted him
They took away Tk 50,000 at
dun point and then stabbed him
in the head with a machete

in the second incident, Jalil,
an appliances dealer at Uttara,
was shot at about 3 p.m. on
Nawabpur Road. The 30-year-
old his way to the
wholesale electrical appliance
market in the area when a gang
of three muggers shot him in
the hand and ran off with Tk
2.000. Local people rushed Jalil
o Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital.

was on

By Staff Correspondent

In the third case, Zalar, 30, a
spare parts dealer, was mugged
atl aboul 3 p.m. while riding in a
rickshaw in Suritola Police
said a gang stopped the rick-
shaw and shot Zafar in the
torehead and chest. The gang
then fled with the victim's gold
chain, wrist watch, and cash.

Zalar. who was returning
home at the time ol the attack.
was rushed to DMCH by locals,
but the gang managed to escape.

Finally, an angry mob
stabbed a man they believed to
be a mugger near the Agargaon
sium in Tejgaon

Local people attacked
Malek, 30, after they heard he
was involved in a robbery at a
nearby shop on Sunday

said the mob at
Malek when he tried to
pass through the slum. Al one
stapge during the assault, Malek
was stabbed. The victim was
y DMCH
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land inside the embankment
has encouraged people to invest
in property covered by nothing
but water.

Munsur Ahmed, a man from
a nearby village, said his fam-
ily once owned several acres
where the government plans to
build the retention point.,

“My family sold the land to
people in the city who won't
give up their rights so easily,”
said Ahmed.

Official sourceés sald there
are always touts who appear
with forged deeds when the gov-
ernment announces plans for a
new development. Some gov-
ernment ollicials and employ-

ees also join the land grab, they
alleged.

"We have to cross these hur-
dles to save this vast stretch of
low lying land for the sake of
the city dwellers and future gen-
erations,” said an official

SOurce,

Ustad Vilayat
Khan refuses
to accept
Padma Vibhusan

CALCUTTA, Jan 8: Sitar
Maestro Ustad Vilayat Khan
yesterday refused to accept this
yvear's Padma Vibhusan on the
ground that it was a belated de-
cision of the recommending au-
thorities. reports PTI.

The Sepluagenarian sitar
wizard regretted that his name
ligured in the list of awardees
much later than some of his ju-
niors in the world of Sitar play-
ers, who had been honoured
with this civilian award years
back

This is an insult to me. If
there is any award for Sitar in
[ndia. I must get it first, he said
leging that the Sangeet Natak
Academy had been influenced
by lobby, »olitics and
lavouritsm whllh: deciding Lhe
warcdees.

There has always been a
story ol wrong time, wrong per-
son and wrong award in this
country a visibly enrgged Khan
said at a crowded press confer-
elnce here.

Shahjalal Varsity

Election of teachers

representatives
to Senate March |

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 8: Schedule for
election of the 15 teachers rep-
resentatives to the Senate of the
Shahjalal University of Science
& Technology was announced
today.

According to the schedule,
the election will be held on
March 1. The final v ters list
will be published on .‘ebruary
10 and the last date for filing
nomination pal[:wrs s February
20. Scrutiny of the nomination
papers will be held or February
22 and the last date for with-
drawal of nomination papers is
February 24.

The President who is also
the Chancellor of the Shahjalal
University asked the authori-
ties concerned for constituting
senate following the tense sit-
uation prevailing over naming
of different halls and buildings
of the university.
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STANSTED (England), Feb
8: British authorities negotiat-
ing with hijackers holding at
least 150 hostages aboard an
Afghan airliner settled in for a
second day of negotiations to-

day, warning the standoff could
last "for days.” reports AP.

Since landing Sunday at
Stansted Airport outside Lon-
don, the hijackers have re-
quested only food, wi ‘er, un-
specified medical supp.ies and
that the lavatories on the Ari-
ana Alirlines plane be emptied,
police said,

More such supplies were de-
livered, Including omelels for
breakfast.

"Negotiations remain our
favourite option,” Joe Edwards,
an assistant chiefl constable of
the Essex Police, sald Monday.
‘I will say it could be a very
protracted technique. It could
£o on for days.”

Exactly what the hijackers
were negotiating for remained
unclear. But a diplomat famil-
lar with earlier negotiations
when the airliner landed in
Moscow sald those holding the

lane sought to free a prisoner

1eld in the Afghan city of Kan-
dahar.

Alfghanistan categorically

drama drags
may continue 'for days'

Afghan media speculated
the hijackers were dissidents
secking the release of Ismail
Khan, a former regional gover-
nor who has been h¢'d since
1997 by Afghanistan’s ruling
Taliban movement. Khan is a
member of Afghanistan's o
sition alllance, which still
rules roughly 10 per cent of the
war-shattered country.

Afghan opposition leader
and former gresidcnt
Burhanuddin Rabbani today
denounced that speculation.

"The legal governmcntdof

e-
nies its involvement in the
plane hijackingf" Rabbani sald
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. "Ru-
mours that terrorists demand
the release of the [ormer gover-
nor of the Herat province Is-
mail Khan are
it's the Taliban itself that is
spreading those rumours.”

Edwards, who said police
were in contact with the plane
throughout the night and into

the day, characterised both the
hijackers and the hostages as
remaining low-key.

"The people we are talking to
are remarkably calm and that's
realy important,”" he said. "The
atmosphere is one of control,

groundless, and .

on,

l;_cbplc behaving rationally,
: hat's going to help an awful
ol.” '

“The fact that people haven't
been hurt, that there Isn't a
sense of panic on board the
plane... these are really impor-
tant points that allow us to
press ahead with the negotia-
ton option with some confi-
dence.” he sald.

According to some of the 30
passengers released, the hi-
jackers are eight young men,
armed with %_i;tnls. grenades
and daggers. They are believed
to be still holding 157 hostages
of unknown nationality.

*They were all ‘yuung -
around 25-30 years old, dressed
in traditional Afghan costume
— and to begin with they were
threatening.” Mohammad
Bashir Mahal, one of 10 pas-
sengers set free in Moscow, said
at a news conference Monday.

“But slowly, their aggression
subsided and they treated us
quite well. No one was beaten
or insulted. Relations were
good,” he said.

The hijackers appeared to be
Afghan because of their lan-
guage and clothes, he said.

Queen Sophia of Spain accompanied by Prime Minister
Sheikh '‘Hasina visited the Ashrayan project at village

Surabari. in Gazipur yesterday.

—PID photo

Jet fuel price to

be slashed

PM agrees to ministry's proposal
By Special Correspondent

The government has agreed
in prineciple to a civil aviation
ministry proposal to slash the
price ol jet fuel in order to re-
duce Bangladesh Biman's oper-
ational costs.

Mosharraf Hossain, the civil
aviation and tourism minister,
told a press briefing at Biman's
headquarters that the proposal
should be approved shortly.

“The prime minister has
given consent to a ministry
proposal in this regard,” said
Hossain. °It is going to be
placed belore the cabinet com-
mittee for ener;g."

Hossain said jet fuel prices
are extremely high in
Bangladesh, which cuts into
Biman's bottom line, especially
on its long-haul Dhaka-New
York route. Foreign airlines
also avoid refueling in Dhaka
due to the high price, added
Hossain.

Biman's just sealed a deal
with the British aviation au-
thorities to use Heathrow air-
port in London for its flight to
New York via Dubai,

The national airline cur-
rently uses New Delhi and Brus-
sels for its New York flight.

Biman had been sustaining
heavy losses due to high opera-
tional costs, estimated to be Tk

45 crore a year.

One factor' contributing to
the losses is that Biman must
pay a levy of 75 US dollars per
passenger at New Delhi airport.

Hossain said Biman could
break even or become profitable
with the addition of the third
flight.

However, Biman would not
have the “fifth freedom” to
carry passengers from London
to New York. Under the new
agreement, British Airways
will operate two more flights to
Dhaka.

The minister said the na-
tional carrier needs new, larger
aircrall to replace its aging fleet
of five DC-10s if it wants to
compete with foreign airlines.
Its fleet also includes three Air-
bus 310s, three F-28s, and two
ATPs, which are for sale.

The minister said the air-
lines, which has been in the red
since it bought the new Airbus
in 1996-97, is improving its
management structure,

He said Biman management
hopes to sign New York's
Cilibank as its consultant to
ofMload a 40 per cent stake in
the airline under a World Bank-
aided project and find a strate-
¢gic pariner

Photographs on
Language
Movement

on show
By DU Correspondent

A series ol photographs on
the Language Movement of 1952
and covers and general infor-
mation on new books were put
on display on a giant screen in
ront of Bardhoman House on
Bangla Academy premises yes-
terday. '

The screen that was put up in
cooperation with CITN, a local
computer firm, attracted a
number of visitors on the third
quy}nf Ekushey Boi Mela (book
air).

A website on Bengali books
was also inaugurated on the
first day of the book fair. The
site, www.banglabooks.com,
contains details of some 5.000
books.

3 Meanwhile, 18 more new
books hit the stalls yeésterday
afternoon. The new arrivals in-

4clude “Swapna Bari" of Syed

Shamsul Haq, "Tin Somudrer
Deshe” of Obaidul Kader and
some on rebel poet Kazi Nazrul
[slam from the Nazrul Institute.

35 shops gutted
in Raozan

CHITTAGONG, Feb 8: Thirty-
five shops were gutted in a fire
at Maduna Ghat Bazar under
Rauzan thana, 12 miles off here
last night, reports BSS.

The [ire originated from a
burning cigarette in a shop at
the market soon engulied the
whole market, Fire Services
source said.

12-day long-Sangskritik_

Jote programme starts

By DU Correspondent

The 12-day Ekushey pro-
gramfe of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, began at the
central Shaheed Minar yester-
day, with the slogan “"Awaken
the Motherland with /the
Strength of Mother Tongyé®.

Language Movermnent feteran
Abdul Matin inaupurgied the
programme as thg cliefl puest
while Jote) presid Ramendu
Mojumderichaire e function.

The prpgramifes .ncluded
recitation s, staging of
dramas and ral functions.
Chairman of Barggladesh Group
Theatre Federatjon Sara Zaker
read out the forfnal declaration
at the function.

One-minutg's silence was
observed in ory of the great
sons of the 3dil who made the
supreme sacriflce for the sake
of their mother tongue.

In his address Abdul Matin
pointed out that the best way to
pay homage to the martyrs of
the language movement was to
ensure use of our beloved
mother tongue in all spheres of
our national life. '

The Language Movement
veteran urged the government
Lo prepare a briel history of our
Language Movement and dis-
tribute it around the globe
through the ministry of foreign
allairs.

Ramendu Mojumdar ex-
pressed grave concern over the
recent activities of the religious
fanatics and urged the pro-lib-
eration forces to root them out.

“Our only aim is to fight and

resist the communal forces and
religious extremists and this s
the high time for doing it,” he
added.

General Secretary of the
Jote, Golam Kuddus stressed the
need for establishment of
Bangla in all spheres of the so-
ciety and called for a united

movement against the commu-

nal forces.

Among others, poet Syed
Shamsul Haq, Prof. Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui, Nasiruddin
Yusuf, Hasan Arif and Afzal
Hossalin addressed the inaugu-
ral session, which was rounded
off with a cultural function.

Bank dacoity
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Feb 8: A.dacoity
was committed in Naodapara
branch of Rajshahi Krishi Un-
nayan Bank in the city last
night.

The dacoits looted Tk 1,19
lakh by breaking vault of the
bank.

According to police, the
nightguard of the bank said
that he had gone to bed at about
2 am. At dawn, he found lock of
the gate and vault of the bank
broken. He
branch manager of the matter.

The manager filed a case
with Shah Makhdum thana
this morning.

Police arrested one person i
this connection.
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JUTA office-bearers
elected unopposed

All the 15 office-bearers of
the Jahangirnagar Universily
Teachers' Association (JUTA)
were elected unopposed yester-
day, reports UNB.

Finding no other candidates
against the 15 posts on the last
day of withdrawal of candida-
ture, Election Commissioner
Prof Abu Taher Majumder of
English Department declared
Prof M A Matin of Stalistics
Department as president and M
Ruhul Amin Selim of Eco-
nomics Department as General
Secretary.

Out of 15 posts, eight includ-
ing President and Assistant
General Secretary, went to
Democratic, progressive and
pro-liberation panel while
seven posts, including general
secretary and treasurer went to
pro-BNP panel.

Meanwhile, Khandker Mus-
tahidur Rahman of Economics

i Department, who leads a fac-

tion of pro-BNP teachers, al a

Three alleged

terrorists
held 1in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 8: An al-
leged terrorist was held along
with his three accomplices
from CDA market area under
Pahartoli thana here today.

Pahartoll thana police ar-
rested Md Rasel, 22, an accused
in a murder case in a pre-dawn
raid today.

Police also arrested his three
accomplices Md Monir, 22,
Aakash, 19, and Kamal, 18,
from the same area.

press conference at the Teach-
ers' Lounge in noon termed the
new committee as illegal as the
election process violated the
JUTA provision.

Another faction leader of
pro-Awami League teachers
Prof Nasiruddin also rejected
the election.

Valuable documents
looted from

Ctg DC's office

CHITTAGONG, Feb 8: Da-
coits took away valuable docu-
ments from Deputy Commis-
sioner's office located barely 20
yards from the Chittagong po-
lice headquarters in the early
hours of today, reports UNB.

A case filed with Kotwall po-
lice said armed dacoits entered
the office by breaking open the
door and took away some valu-
able documents, The dacoils
ransacked the oflice.

Y ’slav defence
minister
gunned down

BELGRADE, Feb 8: Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic
joined other government [ig-

ures today in a brief memorial

service for the country's defence
minister who was gunned down
in Belgrade's latest gangland-
siyle killing of a prominent fig-
ure, reports AP,

Pavle Bulatovic was killed
Monday evening in the soccer

club restaurant.
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Proceeds from ticket sales will go o - c Bangladesh Red Crescent Society to help the dis !

Tickets available at: « Golpea Burger (Bally Road & Guishan) » Labamba (Dhanmondi
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