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Recruiting Agencies (BAI

BAIRA AGM: Bangladesh As

will hold its 15th annual general

ciation of International

meeling. Venue: Winter Garden of Hotel Sheraton. Time: 11 am,
Open discussion: Bangladesh Anti-Drug Federation of
N

s will inaugurate the South
will hold Illig:m

Time: 4 pm.

st Asian Ant Flame and

scussion. Venue: Dhaka University premises.

BCPS lectures: Bangladesh College of Physicians and

Surgeons will hold two lectures on "Surgery for S

C coun'ries”

and 'Rheumatulo,%t(:}al Emergencies.” Venue: BCPS auditorium, Mo-
hakhali. Thpe: 11:00 am and 12:10 pm.

Discussion meetinﬁ:
U

hold a discussion meeting on

Court Reporters Association will
man Rights and Court Reporting.”

Venue: Dhaka Bar Association auditorium. Time: 3:30 pm.

undtable discussion: Bangladesh Unna
aIlE?d (BUP) will held a roundtable dlscuaslgn on "'What

Pari-
ext Aller

the International Conference on Bangladesh Environment
(ICBEN)'. Venue: BUP auditorium, House No 33, Road No 4,

Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 4 pm.

Premiere of Bihanga: anga’. a
roduced by the antre for Rehabilitation of Parﬁ sed
Abdullah Al Mamun, will be held.

feature film
(CRP) and directed by

The Premiere of ‘Bih
hiel

uest: State Minister for Planning Dr Muhiuddin Khan Alamgir.
enue: House No: 8, Road No: 62, Gulshan. Time: 6 pm.

Dry weather likely

Weather may remain mainly

over the country in the next

12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Moderate to thick fog may occur over Rajshahi and Dhaka

divisions and the river
night/morning, Met office said.

Night temperature may fall rta\;

country in next 12 hours and fu

The country's high
i ecorded yesterday at Cox's
Celsius at Rajshahi.

asins of the country during

1-2 degree Celsius over the
er in next two days.

est temperature 29.3 degree Celsius was
azar and the lowest 12.7 degree

The sun sets in the capital today al 5.49 pm and riscs on

thursday at 6.56 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
vecorcied in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenin
Dhaka 253 17.0 78 4
Chittagong 275 16.2 DO 72
Rajshahi 25.0 12.7 %5 60
i{hulna 27.0 16.6 86 S
Barisal 27.0 16.4 & 77
Sylhet 26.7 15.8 88 58
Cox's Bazar 293 16.8 68 72

Sammilito Sangskritik

ote yesterday at Central

S g __-:-'_ u: : <£. & 4 .!h _ ..r, 3 )
Artistes of Kranti Shilpi Gosh

i %,
il il

ti presenting songs at a musical session organised by the
haheed Minar .
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President urged

From page 1
all opposition parties, profes-
sional bodies. human rights or-
ganisations and others have
strongly protested the new law.

She also suggested the Presi-
dent to examine the PSA again
and hoped that he would not as-
sent Lo it. "You were a judge and
held the highest post in the ju-
diciary”.

Quoting press reports
Khaleda Zia said that the Presi-
dent could not examine the PSA
Bill because it was placed before
him as Money Bijl amd his sig-
nature was taken ‘hurriedly.
“The government and the
Speaker took his (President's)
signature with an ill-motive”

The Leader of the Opposition
urged the ruling Awami League

lo scrap the Act immediately
and resign from. “If you (AL) do
so, we will not call ha-tal. bar-
ricade and strike an ' more.”
she said. 4

The opposition will start
non-cooper: {ilon movement
along with hartal and barri-
cade if the government starts
implementation of the PSA. she
warned.

The BNP Chairperson said
immediate resignation of the
AL government is the only op-
tion to restore peace, stability
and ensure security of the peo-
ple and the country.

"Law and order situation
will improve overnight if this

Massive security

From page 1

ing the operation would not
mention the specific timing of
the crackdown but said that
massive hunt for criminals
may begin sometime nexl
month.

Some other officials. how-
ever, said that the operation in
the capital would be similar to
those carried out in the south-
ern region of the country and
would take off shortly after the
Public Safety Act is gazetted.
The strength of police in the
city will be raised with addi-
tional staff from different areas
of the country prior to the oper-
ation, said a source when his at-
tention was drawn to the fact
that it would be a very difficult
job for the understaffed DMP.

Besides, the armed police
Battalion may also be asked to

come to the aid of the DMP
during the crackdown, the
sources said.

Al present, the DMP has

strength of about 16.800 people,
the source said. About 4000
people during the operation
may increase the strength of po-
lice in the city, sources said.
The number of police auxil-
iaries deployed in the capital
has already been raised. the
sources said adding that the de-
ployment may be further ex-
tended prior to the operation.
Terming Clinton’s visit to
the country as great honour for
the people, an official sald that
the police and law enforeing
personnel would have to make
this tour a success from the se-

curity point of view.

Obituary

Azizul Islam
Mukul, the
former gen-
eral secre
ol Banglad-
esh Amateur
. Anglers’ Ass-
o ociation died
on February
7 in the mor-
ning, says a
press release.

The association condojed
the death of iLs ex-secretlary €x-

pressed deep sympathy for the

" hunger - striking

members of its bereaved family.

terrorist government resigns.
Terrorists and criminals will
flee the country as soon as the
gangster ministers quit power,”
she observed.

Khaleda Zia in her nearly
half- an -hour speech also al-
leged that the "autocratic gov-
ernment” had already started
application of the "black law".
It (government) obstructed in-
tellectuals, journalists and edu-
cationists while they were come
to Paltan Maidan from the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday to
exXpress suhdaritK‘ with the

Ps, she al-
leged.
The motive behind enact-
ment of the PSA at the end of
the government's tenure Is to
arrest all opposition leaders
and activists prior to handing
over power to caretaker gov-
ernment and return to power
through a one-party election
“to fulfil the rest of its commit-
ments to its (AL) masters”.

“This subservient govern-
ment is yet to fulfil its com-
mitments to India, which in-
clude corridor and facility to
use the Chittagong Port”, the
former prime minister said.

Khaleda Zia said, "The black
law will definitely curb people's
fundamental rights, their
democratic rights, and also
human rights: curb freedom of
the press and interfere in the
independence of the judiciary”.
She vowed to resist implemen-
tation of the Jaw "at any cost”.

She alleged that the inci-
dents of bommb explosion at the
BNP central office, looting of
arms from a IEOHCE station at
Rajbari and killing of police
personnel were done by the
ruling party to justify enact-
ment of the PSA.

Speaking on the oceasion,
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Prof AQM
Badrudozza Chowdhury also
requested the President not to
assent to PSA because "it has
been enacted only to suppress
the people in the name of public
safety”.

“You were also the chief jus-
tice of the Supreme Court. The
nation hopes that you will con-
sider this black law with your
conscience,” he added.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhulyan said, “We
are not at all scarec of this
black and repressive law. We
will not refrain from move-

ment even tougher law s en-
acted.”

Leaders and activists of dif-
ferent political parties, student
organisations, professional
bodies, intellectuals, journal-
ists, teachers, lawyers, busi-
nessmen, doctors, engineers,
agriculturists, film artists,
workers and rickshawpullers
also visited the hunger-striking
MPs and expressed solidarity
with them.

Bouquets were presented to
Khaleda Zia, who kept sitting in
a chair on a big um.

JP MP GM Qader addressed
the gathering on behalf of the
party in presence of HM Ershad
and other senfor leaders.

Jamaat Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami, 10J
leader Muhiuddin Ahmed,
Jagpa President Shafiul Alam
Prodhan, former Dhaka Uni-
versity Vice-chancellor Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed, former
president of Bangladesh Med)-
cal Assoclation Prof MA Majed,
Advocate Saldur Rahman, Prof
Altab Ahmed and Jjournalists
Reazuddin Ahmed, Amanullah
Kabir and Khandaker Monirul
Alam also spoke on the occa-
slon.

Some JP leaders expressed
their dissatisfaction over hang-
ing of portralts of Ziaur Rah-
man and Khaleda Zia at the
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Need for National Agriculture

Policy underscored *

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday underscored the need for
a National Agriculture Policy
for development of the huge po-
tentiality of the sector to r ake
it vibrant for its contribu on
in the economy.

Experts said that therc is a
great potentality for develop-
ment of selectecl agro-based i:)-
dustries in the country by using
agricultural raw materials in-
cluding fish, vegetables, [ruits,
flowers in view of growing de-
mand for such products in in-
ternational market.

They were addressing a sem-
inar titled "Development of
high-value added and export
oriented business sector: Agro-
based industries” jointly organ-
ised by Dhaka Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
and Centre for International
Private Enterprise (CIPE), an
organisation affiliated with the
US Chamber of Commerce,

Washington. Former DCCI
President M H Rahman was in
the chair.

Prof Salahuddin Ahmed of
North South University (NSU)
presented the key-note pape “ on
the issue while presiden. of
DCCI Aftab-ul Islam spoke on
the occasion as the chiel guest.

Prof Salahudan Ahmed in
his key-note paper also dis-
cussed prevailing problems and
remedies of the country's agro-
based industries.

According to his paper there
are over 7,500 rural primary
assembly markets in the coun-
try most of which suffer from
inadequate space, absence of
basic facilities and amenities
and lack of satisfactory trans-
portation facilities. -+

He identified post harvest
loss as one of the major obsta-*
cles in the sector.

"The amount of post-harvest
losses of fruits and vegetables
has been reported to be between
2-25 per cent in developed coun-
tries and 20-50 per cent in de-
veloping countries,” he said.

The post-harvest loss occurs,
as developing countries are yet
to develop appropriate technol-
ogy to minimise it, he said.

He said: BARI is in an advan-
tageous position to develo
post-harvest technology while
technological support may be

SREEPUR, Feb 8: Chhaya
Rani was delighted in getting
the opportunity of telling her
success story to Queen of Spain
Sophia, reports UNB.

Rani got the rare opportu-
nity at a gathering of Grameen
Bank stakeholders at the office
of the Chinashu Kania Landless
Women AsSociation in Bhawal
Rajbari branch of the bank,

Queen Sophia joined the
gathering this morning
(Tuesday) as the guest of the
Grameen Bank chiefl Moham-
mad Yunus, the worldwide ac-
claimed micro-credit man.

Spanish Secretary of State
for International Affairs Fer-
nando Villalonga was also pre-
sent at the gathering of the
Grameen account holder
women. The Queen is in
Bangladesh on a three-day
visit.

Narrating her story, Chhaya
Rani told the Queen it was
Grameen Bank and its micro-
credit programme that changed
her life from a poor wife of poor
II:ushand to raise a well off fam-

y.

Her parents arranged mat-
rimony at a very early age be-
cause they wanted to see their
daughter getting two square
meals. But, there was no change
of luck at her husband's hut.

By Staff Correspondent

obtauied from the Food Sclence
& Technology. '

He said it has wide backward
and forward linkage and great
export possibilities. There are
62 agro-processing units in the
country n*.p_ijslcred with its apex
body Bangladesh Agro-Proces-
sors Association (BAPA).

DCCI President Aftab-ul-Is-
lam stressed for the need for re-
search and development of the
agro-based industries in the
country and manpower engaged
in this sector.

The DCCI president said the
country needs to expand its ex-
port market of agro-based
products. So we need to identify
the market abroad and dissem-
inate product information
among non-Bangladeshis to at-
tract their interest as agro-
based products are still largel
consumed by Bangladeshis
working abroad.

He termed agriculture is the
biggest private sector operation
in Bangladesh. which con-
tributed 35 per cent in the
country's Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (DGP).

He said agro-based indus-
triss irvhidicg.iruils aad yeg-

ey 5
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etable processing and canning
have becn declared as thrust
sectors in Lthe Industrial Policy
in 1999,

Speakers expressed concern
over non-availability of forcign
direct investment in the sector
and said thc seclor neceds for-
eign Investmenl (o grow
rapidly,

Experts sought co-operation
fromm the Board of Investment
(BOI) and Export Promotion Bu-
reau (EPB) for its growth.

Discussants recommenda-
tion are follows: introduction
of a national agriculture policy,
development of manpower and
suitable varieties, development
of post harvest technology, re-
search for development of the
sector, incentives for develop-
ment of food processing indus-
tries, waiving of import restric-
tions or import of duty free
chemical and raw materials for
the sector, establishment of
new industries, strong collabo-
ration between public and pri-
vate sector, standardising pack-
ing. separate cargo house at Zia
International Airport to handle
Iresh products.

President of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce

and

{ndustr_v (DCCI) Aftab ul Islam speaking at a seminar on
"High-Value-Added and Export Oriented Agro-based
[Industries" jointly organised by the DCCI and the DCCI-

CIPE, ERRA Project yesterday at the DCCI auditorium.
Session chairman and director, DCCI, MH Rahman. DCCI
senior vice-president AM Mubash-Shar, vice-president
‘Mohammad Golam Mustafa and keynote speaker Prof.

Salahuddin Ahqu of North South

Seen.

Chhaya Rani was delighted in getting opportunity
to tell success story to queen Sophia

"Sixteen years back when |
came (o know Grameen activi-
ties | rushed. My husband gave
me permission to join the activ-
ities of the Grameen Bank to
form an association of dis-
tressed women ol the area. Both
of us were determined to work
hard to improve our living
condition.”

Chhaya Rani borrowed Tk
2500 as her [irst loan from the
bank and started the struggle to
step forward. "I bought milking
cow with the loan money. 1 used
to save money selling milk and
finance my husband doing
small business side by side to
return the loan out of profit.”

Later she sold the cow and
the call at Tk 5000. She ex-
panded her capital to Tk 10,000
adding another Tk 5000 bor-
rowing from the bank. It took

. four years to pay back the loan.

But by that time she took few
other loans like general. sea-
sonal and housing. Now she is
on her 16th loan.

"Now | am owner of four
small houses, one shop where |
invested Tk one lakh and I have
also bought some agricultural
land. I have passed through a
long time ol serious hardship.
Now, I am well ofl,"” said a proud
Chhaya Rani.

Queen Sophia was impressed

University (NSU) also

by her story and cheered her
with a long hand.

T'he Queen asked if she faced
any problem Chhaya Rani

replied. "Yes, I faced but | man-
aged to overcome. Once | had to
linance my husband's appen-
dicitis operation that cost us
about Tk 40,000."

Grameen Bank chief Prof
Yunus also praised the strug-
gling woman saying: "Over the
16 vear period she borrowed
about Tk 2.5 lakh and now she
IS owner of property worth over
Tk 8 lakh.”

Chhaya Rani Is one of many
women who took loans from
the Grameen Bank and suc-
ceeded in improving their life
style. Present among them at
the function were Mahmuda,
Joya Rani, Sahera Begum who
also narrated their stories of
success to the Queen.

Later, the Queen enjoyed a
cultural function, performed by
three groups of kids, the off-
spring of the Grameen stake-
holders.

She also enjoyed a musical
stick-play by a group of vil-
lagers, the husbands and sons
of the Grameen Bank members.

Queen Sophia later visited
nearby houses of the members
of the Grameen Bank.,

!

endorsement”

the race, the analysts feel.

Vi,itoru at the Ekushey Boi Mela at Bangla Academy premises yeste
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1E;Rivéls shoot Jubo |

League activist
in city
By Staff Correspondent

A Jubo League activist was
shot by his rivals at Noyatola
under Ramna thana in the city
on Monday night, hospital
sources sald.

Reserve police, deployed at
the Dhaka Medica ollege
Hospital (DMCH), and securily
men at the DMCH took injured
Ripon and his accomplices into
their custody when they refused
to register name of the injured
at the hospital. They created
chaos at the emergency ward of
‘the hospital, the sources added.

Ripon was released after
about half an hour when former
Jubo League leader Liakal and

his group went to hospital and
asked police to release Ripon.

" Youngone

From page 1

one hour and cancelled the re-
[reshment break. This means
the workers are completely ex-
hausled by the time they finish
the seven-hour stretch between
noon and 7 p.m.

~ The workers also said the
lactory slows down at this time
ol year so the staff have been
given Friday and Saturday off.
However, this time counts
against the stafl's earned leave
rather than their casual leave.
.This policy.spoils the worker's
sick and casual leave, said the
workers.

The Bangladesh Export Pro-
cessing Zone Authority has re-
mained mysteriously silent on
the issue. despite the workers'

DEOs

From page 1

referred the [ile to the Finance
Division of the Finance Min-

istry in November 1998 with its
recommendation. .But it made
an observation: It is the Fi-
nance Division that can make a
decision on changing a pay-
scale.

The file eventually went to
the Cabinet Committee headed
by the Finance Minister for ap-
proval.

Yesterday's meeting was at-

tended by, among others, Agri-'

culture Minister Matia Chawd-
hury, Cabinet Secretary, Fi-
nance Secretary and the Secre-
tary of the Election Commis-
slon Secretariat.

The association of the DEOs
has, however, been demanding

to upgrade the position to grade-
V to which belong to the district
level agriculture officers, live-

stock officers, fisheries officers,
executive engineers (LGED) and
deputy directors (Education).

Tough fight

From page 1

week and handed over a letter
irom Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to _President Moha-
mmad Khataml seeking support
IdF Bangladesh’s candidature.

From Iran, the foreign min-
ister was due to visit Egypt. He
is also expected to go to Indone-
sia and Malaysia to solicit their
SUupport.

One of the crucial aspects in
the contest is the position of
Morocco. Incumbent OIC Secre-
lary General Azzeddine Laraki
is close to the royal familr of
Morocco. Laraki was 1 . ni-
nated for the post by late King
Hasan, who had used his influ-
ence to win the p-sition for his
country.

But neither Morocco nor
Laraki has made any public
announcement yet to contest
again for the post.

There is provision for voting
for the post of OIC Secretary
General, but traditionally, vot-
ing is avoided and the decision
is taken through a consensus. If
OIC members insist on main-
taining the tradition, it will be
an easy sail for the incumbent
secretary general to be re-
elected for a second four-year
term.

In another development,
Foreign Minister of Morocco
Mohammad Benaissa is due
here on February 17 as a special
envoy of King Mohmmad VI. He
will carry two letters, one for
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
and the other for Prime M'1is-
ter Sheikh Hasina.

It iIs not known what the
contents of the letters will be.
But it cannot be ruled out that
Morocco would not seek support
for Laraki, the observers said.

If a consensus on the OIC
Secretary General can not be
reached during the Islamic Con-
ference of Foreign Ministers,
the issue will be kept for the
next OIC Summit, scheduled to
be held in Qatar at the end of the
year, said a senior diplomat
who is acquainted with the
working of the OIC.

Dhaka has to go for inten-
sive diplomatic efforts to garner
more "open sugpurt and official

y OIC members
if it wants its candidate to win

US team

From page 1

cro-credit programme of
Grameen Bank.

The team visited the Manik
Mia Avenue, Trade Fair site and
Natibnal Parade Square at
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Banga-
bandhu National Stadium and
state guest house Jamuna at
Hare Road.

The US President has a spe-
clal Interest in Grameen micro-
credit operation which was
copled In his own state in
Arkansas,

The sites at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Including the sprawling

‘Manik Mia Avenue and Banga-

bandhu National Stadium are
being considered for the site of a
civic reception.

The team also visited
Bangabhaban and state guest
house Jamuna. President Clin-
ton is likely to stay at the guest
house during his visit.

The team will leave Dhaka
this morning and submit its re-
port to the White House.,

Bangladesh to ensure its suc-
cess in a globalised and com-
petitive economy, requires a
strategic shift in development
focus to transform Iits agricul-
ture based economy into Infor-
mation Technology (IT) based
one and thus dramatically in-
crease IT's share to GDP.

This was the observation
made public at a seminar yes-
terday on "Bangladesh's Partic-
ipation In International Econ-
omy : Barriers and Strategic Ac-
tions” at CIRDAP auditorium.

Associate Professors of IBA
Dr AFM Mafizul Islamm and
Sheikh Morshed Jahan jointly

presented the keynote paper
and suggested the political par-
ties to find alternative to eco-

nomicaﬂr harmful pro-
grammes like hartal to sustain
the country's fragile economy
in tough global competition.

Focusing on the market
share of the IT business of the
developed
countries, one of the keynote
speakers Mafizul Islam said,
"Analysing the trend of inter-
national IT business, it is clear
that in the next few years devel-
opin countries, situated
mostly in Asla-Pacific region,
will increase their market
share substantially.”

Quoting World Bank report
he said developed countries
covered 80 per cent of total IT
business in 1990, the share
came down to 76 per cent In

70 per cent in the year 2000.

“If compared by market size,
by the year 2000 developing
countries will do business
worth USS 255 billion in a
global market of US S 850 bil-
lion,” he said.

The speakers said that his
was one of the sectors where

* Seminar on Globalisation
Policy shift a must to
raise I'T's share to GDP.

By Staff Correspondent

and developing

1995 and it would come down to
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Bangladesh had an immense
potentialities created the
globalisation. Bult lack of
roper policy su rorl -
g‘aalru[:;:urc facility an mml:.
quate financial support had
emerged as barriers for the
country to grab its market
share of the growing IT busy-
ness, it '

They said thou govern-
ment Egad started considerin
steps recently to nurture t
sector (IT) with ‘enthusiasm’,
but there was hardly any prac-
tical outcome from such enthu-
slasm.

They suggested a change In
human resource development
approach — from traditional
education 1o time-bound tech-
nical one — and a shift in policy
markers' mindset from aid de-
pendence to trade dependence to
{fﬂap the benefit of globalisa-

n.

Jointly organised by the
Bangladesh lngmutt of L;w and
International Affairs (BILIA),
the Institute of Business Ad-
ministration (IBA) of Dhaka
University and Embassy of the
United States of America. the
seminar was addressed by

Commerce Minister Abdul Jalil
as chief guest.

However, former finance
minister Saifur Rahman, US
ambassador John C Holzman
and BILIA's honour secre-
tary Barrister Amirul Islam,
who were scheduled to attend
the seminar, did not turn up on
personal ground.

Commerce Minister Jalil
pointing to the various non-tar-
iff barriers that are replacing
tarill barriers said the country
need (o equip itself with exper-
lise and resources to tackle
those problems and challenges.

From page 1

the case.
Asked last night whether he

ha{nl murder case has been
submitted, Shahidur Rahman.
father of Sajal. said, * I have
not been informed at all.”

A sub-inspector of Dhan-
mondi thana filed a murder
case with the same thana fol-
lowing the killing. In the FIR it
was stated that Sajal was shot

dead during a clash involving
activists of BNP, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and ruling Awami League

| near the Science Laboratory

crossing.

Later, Shahidur Rahman
filed a general diary (GD) a few
days after the murder where he
alleged that a gang of gunmen
led by the MP shot his son dead.

A police official close to in-
vestigation, preferring
anonymity, said police submit-
ted the final report since there

normally leads to disposal of

Knew that of the final report of

Sajal's father in dark

was no witness and no evidence
to support the allegation
brought by Sajal’s father.

Rahman, himself a lawyer,
said, "Even after a year of the
Killing police failed to collect
any wilness or evidence against
the culprits who killed my only
son in front of so many people!”

"l doubt whether this demo-
cratic government can rule this
way.” he said.

Meanwhile, an elaborate
programme has been taken to
observe the [irst death anniver-
sary of Sajal today by BNP and
its front organizations and his
family. family sources said.

BNP. Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal and other front organisa-
tions will bring out a mournin
procession, olfer fateha an
place wreaths at the graveyard
of Sajal.

A milad mahfil and kangali
bhoje (destitute feeding) -will
also be held at the Dhanmondi
residence of Sajal.

Mother Language Day

From page 1

Addressing the meeting,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
called for observing the Inter-
national Mother Language Day
on February 21 at national and
international level in a new
perspective, projecting
Bangladeshi culture, hf-nlalge
and the supreme sacrifice for
the mother tongue.

She said the International
Centre for Language, Culture
and Research would be set up in
Dhaka to preserve and develop
around 6.000 mother tongues
across the world

With the declaration of the
21sl February as the Interna-
tional Mother Language Day by
UNESCO, she said,
Bangladesh's responsibility has
increased manifold to protect
and preserve mother languages
across the world.

Hasina said the Interna-
tional Mother Language Day
would be observed not only in
Bangladesh, but also across the
world and the sacrifice ol the
heroic sons of Bangladesh for
their mother tongue would be
recalled like the historic May
Day

"The 21st February is a day
of mourning as well as a day of
jov.” she said. adding that the
greal language movement of
1952 paved the way lor
Bangladesh's independence in
1971 :
In Bangladesh, she said, the

day would be observed through
extensive programmes at dis-
trict. thana and union level.

Hasina said she had also in-
structed the ministries con-
cerned to launch campaign
abroad about the Bengali lan-
guage through posters, booklets
and CDs.

Education Minister ASHK
Sadeq said the proposed inter-
national centre for langu:—l%f.
culture and research would be
sel up in small size with domes-
tic resource. The project profile
of the centre was sent to the
Planning Ministry, he said.

During the meeting. Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak, Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria, Food Minister Amir
Hossain Amu, Agriculture
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-
hury, Environment Minister
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury. Lan-
guage Movement hero Advocate
Gaziul Huq, Dhaka Universily
Vice-Chancellor Dr AK Azad
Chowdhury, Dr Anisuzzaman,
Prof Rafiqul Islam, Igbal Sob-
han Chowdhury, Shamsuzza-
man., Sheikh Amanullah, Lut-
far Rahman Riton, Mc! ammad
Samad and BFUJ secretary gen-
eral Akhtar Ahmed Khan made
their suggestions.

The meeting decided to fi-
nalise the programme at the

next meeting to be convened
S0O0nN.

From page |

provision for holding quick
trial of the offenders and as-
sured that in no way it would be
misused.

Hasina said provisions are
there against filing of lalse case
and negligence of police investi-
vation oflicer. Besides, there is
a provision for appeal against
tribunal judgement.

“The law has been prepared
in the interest of the country
and ol the people,” she said,
adding that people have started
etting its positive impact as
omb-makers could not dare to
manufacture bombs outside and
turned party olfice into an ar-
senal for making the devices of
destruction.

The Prime Minister said her
government is the first demo-
cratic government oulside the
cantonment ever since the 1975
changeover was staged., "The
civil soctety should now think
whether this democracy would
remain outside or be interned
(in barracks) again.”

Presided over by PIB chair-
man Advocate Gaziul Hugq, the
function was also addressed by
Stale Minister for Information

| Prol Abu Sayeed. Infi..mation

Hunger strike for whom?

and Director General of PIB Dr
Abdus Salam.

press, but freedom should not be
taken as licence. 1t should be

Secretary M Akmal Hossain

“We believe in the freedom of

enjoyed with certain responsi-
bility.” she said.

Hasina said as mirror of a
sociely, newspaper reports
should be fair and objective and
work as a catalyst for building
soclety. She said any mislead-
ing and unfounded news could
create a complicated situation,

which does not bring good for a
society.

Deploring false and fabri-
cated reports in some newspa-
pers, she questioned whether
there spould be any remed
against it. She thought that on
this point there should have
certain accountability of the
press to the people,

The Prime Minister said she
had full trust in news aper re-
ports and she gives spot instruc-
tion to concerned authorities in
many cases seeing newspaper
reports. However, she cautioned
that it would be unpalatable

situation If people lose -
dants in newspap '
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