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‘ Ameﬁca and _Sou’th Asia in the New Century

by Karl F Inderfurth

s NDERSECRETARY of dreams and romance, of fabu-

- | State Tom Pickering is
m&"‘“‘ P drd, sy
‘on the backside of the US
diplomatic globe.” Of course
s is true geographically, but
it has also been

pleased to . is ch —

as evident in the White House

announcement just yesterda
that President Clinton wil
travel to South Asia, specifi-
- cally to India and Ba
next month, the first Presiden-
tial travel to the region in over

lwo dec . |

I would like to give you a
sense of why this region will be
increasingly important to us in
the 21st century: why President
Clinton and Secretary Albright
decided at the beginning of this

-~ term In office — before the

South Asian nuclear tests —
that the US would adopt a pol-
icy of greater engagement with
the countries of South Asia; and
why the President will be trav-
elling there next month.
Since this is a highly re-
spected university, and all of
, I've been reliably told, are
ighly motivated students, let
me begin with a brief overview
of the region. Call it "South
Asia 101." The region encom-
passes only eight countries, but
cach has its own special fasci-
nation.

India, of course, has cap-

tured the imagination of Amer-
icans from the days of our earli-
est contacts. In the 19th cen-
tury Mark Twain visited India
an

| e in terms of
our policy priorities. That, I am

. remains strong tod

ngladesh, .

‘lous wealth and fabulous

poverty..ofl genie and %I'_nnta
and Aladdin lamps, of tigers
and '?Ie:'phants...coun f a
hundred nations and a hundred
tongues.. .mother of history,

grandmaother of legend, great-

grandmother of tradition.”

Our fascination with India
. However,
al the dawn of the 21st century,
we no longer view it as a land of
elephants and maharajas. In-
dia is now seen for what it truly
is: an emerging economic pow-
erhouse and world power, a dy-
namic nation forged from
amazing diversity, and a suc-
cessful democracy with over a
billlon people.

Pakistan, once part of
British India but separated 52
years ago, has become a country
with its own vision, That vi-
sfon, as | was told by its new
Foreign Minister when | was
there last week, Is of a “progres-
sive, modern, democratic, [s-
lamic state.” This Is a vision we
can support, and Pakistan's po-
tential as an example of pro-
gressive Islamic democracy is
one reason for its importance to
us today. But there are other
reasons as well. Pakistan s
important because it is a.link —
both economic and poljjtical —
between the Indian Ocean and
Central Asia, because it has
significant human and eco-
nomic resources, and because it
has historically been a friend of
the United States. For all these
reasons, we intend to stay en-
gaged with Pakistan despitc the !

In all four of these promising areas — democracy, economic and social development, and global integration —

the full potential of our growing engagement with South Asia can be realised only if that region addresses some

of these issues: proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, and regional and social conflict.
Wﬂ_ﬁ_—_—_—_—_ -

— There {s Bangladesh, a
land of well over one hundred
million that is justly famed
throughout the world for pio-
neering models — such as the
Grameen Bank of Mohammed

» Yunus — of how people, espe-

clally women, can rrull them-
selves out of poverty through
microcredits for small enter-
prise.

— There Is Afghanistan, a
land often described as the ob-
ject of some "Great Game’
played by outside cfows — but
one whose proud people have
time and time again showed the
world that they will not long be

ruled by others.
— There are the island na-

tions of Sri Lanka and of the
Maldives, whose (ropical
beauty and resources lie today
at the mercy of other forces: the
civil strife in Sri Lanka, and
the environmental fragility of
the Maldives — whose hig -est
point is a mere eight feet acove
sea level, and therefofe threat-
ened by global warming and
climate change.

— And, finally, there are the
awe-inspiring Himalayan
kingdoms of Nepal and Bhutan,
each moving in different ways
to combine ancient and unique
traditions with new openings to

the world beyond thelr borders.

So much for "South Asia
101." or why this region is so in-
teresting to us. The question
now Is, what are US interests in
South Asia? Why should we
scek greater engagement there?
The answer Is simple: Our grow-
ing Interests and engagement
reflect new realities in the re-
gion, The US has an expandin
agenda in South Asia, and
would like to focus for the next
few moments on four key items
on this agenda: Democracy,
Economic Reform, Soclal De-
velopment, and Ihtegration
into the Global Mainstream,

| noted before that India is
the world's lar]ge.st democracy,
and I can add that it is a very in-
tense, dynamic, and in almost
every respect a successful one.
This should make the US and

India, as Indian Prime Minister

Vajpayee noted about a year
ago, "natural allies”; and indeed
it is quite unnatural that our
two countries have for too long
seemed at odds on many inter-
national issues. In large part
that was an unfortunate legacy
of the Cold War. With that be-
hind us, we can more easlly
move on, as President Clinton
has urged, to a deeper and more
positive relationship supported

by the democratic values and
practices we share.
That is good news, to be sure,

. but the even better news is that

India Is not the only democracy
in South Asia. Bangladesh Is
another major example, even as
it goes through growing pains in
this respect. As such, it is a bea-
con of hope for other countries
in the Muslim-world. Also stub-
bornly democratlc, if that is the
right expression, Is Sri Lanka,
despite all its tragic ethnic con-
flict, And Nepal this year cele-
brates its first full decade of
democracy. We have an interest
in supporting a democratic fu-
ture for all these countries, and
not only for sentimental rea-
sons. For these democracies of-
fer not just the best hope for
their own peoples, but also
serve as examples for others
that are confronting similar
challenges.

In this connection, Pak-
istan's military coup last Octo-
ber is a regrettable setback for
South Asia as a whole — but one
that we hope will prove tempo-
rary. We do nol approve the gen-
eral's method of taking control,
and we are talking very frankly
to him and to his newly ap-
pointed officlals about their
plans ta restore civilian demo-

cratic rule to this key country.
Our goal, which Gen Musharraf
says he shares, Is to sec Pak-
istan put back on the demo-
cratic path in the shortest pos-
sible time frame,

Economlc Development is
the second area of great promise
| would like to note today. A few
years ago. Microsoft's Bill Gates
paid a visit to India. He knew
something then that a lot of us
are learning today. India will
be a m&‘?ur r;:ulat}m:':r in the new
world of information technol-
ogy. Just a few weeks ago, you
probably heard your fili about
the Y2K problem. Well, one rea-
son it turned out not be a prob-
lem was that Indian software
engineers were so dirgetly en-
Fagcd in the international ef-
ort to solve it.

As with democracy, India is
the largest but not the only
country in the region undergo-
ing this kind of positive eco-
nomic transformation.
Bangladesh, for example, is
another case in point. This
country while still poor. Is
taking steps to move into the
global economy, With the right
policles in place, it could make
a quantum leap forward by de-
veloping vast energy reserves,
particularly in natural gas. Re-

gional cooperation in this area
would provide Bangladesh with
a huge market for this valuable
natural resource, just across the
border In India. Nepal, (oo, Is
looking at the new economic
policles and projects needed to
take advantage of Its abundant
energy resources — In this case
hydropower cascading down Its
majestic mountains. This will
ralse Nepal's own standard of
living while linking it produc-
tively with its neighbours.
Another area of unexpected
success, in this case across most
of South Asia, concerns wom-
en's advancement. It Is notewor-
thy that even though anclent
forms of discrimination and
anrcssion still persist in many
places, four of the five countries

in the region — India, Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh — have elected

women to the highest political
office In the land. In
Bangladesh right now, not only
is the Prime Minister a woman,
but so too Is the leader of the
main opposition party.

Integration into the global
mainstream is a fourth area of
considerable promise for South
Asla, The last few years have
witnessed a much higher level
of involvement by the nations
of this region In international
organizations.

Most South Asian states are
now active and constructive
members of the WTO, or World
Trade Organization. India, Pak-
istan, and Bangladesh are
working harder to curb abusive

child labour through the JLO, or
International Labour Organiza-
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tion. All three countries are
also wnrklf?tgkhard to reduce
heroin trallicking workin
with the UNDOCP, :!U” Dm‘g
Control Programme. |
In all four of these promis-
ing areas — democracy, eco-«
nomic and social development.
and global Integration — jhe
full potential of our EBVOMng en-
gagement with South Asia can
be realised only If that region
addresses some of these issues;
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, terrorism,
and regional and soclal con-
flict. Those are the subjects that
grab the headlines todai,r. But
my hope is that there will soon
come a time when such issues
no longer dominate our think-

- ing about South Asla. | hope we

will become deeply engaged on
an agenda of economic growth,
science and technology cooper-
ation, cultural and educational
exchange, joint efforts to com-
bat infectious diseases, and
many others areas.

There really is a fascinating
world out there, one that will
maltter more and more to all of
us in years o come — and South
Asia, | am convinced, will be a
significant part of that.

The author 1s US Assistant
Secretary of State for South
Aslan uﬁﬂffﬁ.

This article s adapted from
an address given by the author
at the Twenly-third Annual
Merze Tate Lecture in Diplo-
maltic History delivered uat
Howard University in Washing-
ton on February 2, 2000,

called it “"the land of = current difficulties it is taci. g.
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Cosmic Retribution!

by Abul M Ahmad

English Foundation Course at DU

-

The freedom of the individual
has been ransomed. Personal

by Obaidul Hamid

A Time-befitting Curricular Innovation

The importance of English can hardly be overestimated now when the world is speeding towards globalisation.

English has, inevitably, gained the status of lingua franca among different nations. The Foundation English

course at DU academically recognises the fact that there is perhaps no alternative to learning English for our
survival in a world of increasing interdependence among nations.

THE University of Dhaka
has been running a com-
pulsory English course
known as Foundation Course-2
(FC-2) since 1998 [session 1997-
98] for first year students of the
Arts Facully. Introducing such
a course was a prudent and
time-befitting step on the part
of the Academic Council, Al-
though it followed the intro-
duction of a compulsory En-
glish course at the undergradu-
ate level in colleges across the
country, and, although the gov-
emmment had urged the univer-

“sity authorities to introduce a

similar course in the univer-
sity. introducing the course was
not simply a top-down decision;
initiatives were taken by the
university as well. Whatever
might have been the case, this
curricular innovation was a
considered response to
widespread concern about the
deplorably poor level of English
language proficiency of many
non-English medium
Bangladeshi graduates. The in-
novation also coincided with
the introduction of a four-year
Honours programme at Dhaka
Unlversity, which is widely
viewed as a ‘step forward in
maintaining the academic
standard required by universi-
ties around the world'. It is be-
lieved that the course would
coniribute to realizing this im-
portant academic objective.

Yes, the FC-2 at DU was a re-
sponse to a deeply felt need.
This is because the importance
of English can hardly be over-
estimated now when the world
is speeding towards globalisa-

tion. English has, inevitably,

gained the status of lingua
franca among different na-
tions. The Foundation English
course at DU academically
recognises the fact that there is
perhaps no alternative to learn-
ing English for our survival in a
world of increasing interdepen-
dence among nations. We can-
not stay isolated any more; nor
«can we live away from English
any longer.

Certainly. the DU authori-
ties deserve applause for the
newly-introduced English
course which has created oppor-
tunities for students to improve
their proficiency in English.
Despite its teething problems,

inevitable in any curricular in-

novation, the English Depart-
ment, endowed with the course
responsibility. arranged classes
and exams of the lirst batch
(session 1997-98), Their results
have already been published
while the succeeding session
(1998-99) is about to finish
their classes. Students are re-
ported to be quite enthusiastic
aboul the course and many con-
sider themselves fortunate be-
cause it was introduced during
their session. Some students

* have even wondered whether it

was f[easible 1o extend the
course to a second year. Such
enthusiasm also indicates stu-
dent’s realization that they
must learn English for their
own benefit and the benefit of
their country.

The fact that students are
keen on FC-2 will certainly in-
spire the English Department to
carry out the course with re-
newed sincerity and commit-
ment. A formal evaluation of
the programme is a must to
measure its eflectiveness. Such
an evaluation will pave the way
for future course of action —
specifying more feasible objec-
tives, defining approaches, and
introducing appropriate
methodology to realize them in
view of the logistic supports
available. Also, the Department
has tried to offer all possible
seérvices within its limited ca-.

to make the students

E:Cit
nefit from the course. Despite .

all odds, it has already com-
plied a textbook ‘to meet the
indigenous needs of
Bangladeshi students'. At the
same time, the department re-
grets that it cannot maximize
its services for want of suitable
physical infrastructure, access
to education technology such as
photocopiers, overhead projec-
tors, audiovisuals and other
support essential for conduct-
ing language courses. The De-
partment started the course
with only four full-time FC-2
lecturers and access to age-old
classrooms for holding classes
in the Arts Faculty building —
classrooms which are equipped
with only blackboards and
immmovable benches. Teachers
cannot arrange listening
lessons for students because

_ they do not have access to cas-

sette players, not to speak of vi-
sual equipment and other ac-
cessories. They cannot even
supply any handouts to the stu-
dents for want of a photocopier.
Official activities of the De-
partment have increased con-
siderably after the course was
introduced, but it has been

working with its previous office
staff.

True, all these needs for the
effective management of the
course cannot be addressed
overnight given resource con-
straints. One would not cer-
tainly demand that kind of
hectic solution either. However,
issues could be prioritized, and
steps taken to address them
over a period of time. More im-
portantly, since FC-2 is a per-
manent addition to the univer-
sity curriculum, attention
should be paid for its develop-
ment so that maximum benefit
can be drawn out of this course.
It has already inspired the En-
glish Department to conceive of
some useful and prudent plans.
It provides grounds for the es-
tablishment of a Centre for En-
glish Language Services (CELS)
as a ‘special unit’ within the
English Department. In earl
1998 the Department formally
proposed to the Dean of the
Faculty of Arts to consider the
£ussibility of such a centre,
eaded by a director, The pro-
gzsed language centre seems to
essential to meet the increas-
ing demand for English lan-
guage teaching in the univer-
sity. In addition to FC-2 which
is confined to the Faculty of
Arts, several other depart-
ments/faculties have been ar-
ranging English courses for
their students. Very often the
English Department is ap-
proached by these depart-
ments/faculties for conducting
these courses. Moreover. En-
lish Across the Curriculum
AC) may be a reality at DU in
near future. All these English
teaching concerns, the proposal
asserted, could come under the

jurisdiction of the proposed
CELS.

It was pointed out in the pro-
sal that CELS could provide
nglish language services and
consultancies to other institu-
lions and organizations in the
country in addition to taking

‘university.

responsibility for English lan-

guage support throughout the
y. The proposal re-
ported that the English De-
partmment has been approached
lor consultancy service in

. ‘translating and editing’ and

several members of the faculty
have been individually in-
volved in rendering these ser-
vices. which could be covered by
CELS. Noteworthy is the fatt
that the Department has signed
a link programme with the Cen-
tre for Language Teaching Ser-
vices of the University of War-
wick. A number of workshops
on different aspects of ELT
(English Language Teaching)
were arranged for the faculty
members under the programme,
Another function DFCgLS. the
proposal mentioned, would be
to ‘provide training [facili-
ties/certificate courses for ELT
at various levels'. Also impor-
tantly, CELS could contribute
significantly to ELT improve-
ment and research In
Bangladesh.

One might, of course, ques-
tion the necessity of the pro-
posed CELS at DU since the In-
stitute of Modern Languages
(IML) offers courses in a number
of Asian and European lan-
Euages. including English. But it

as to be remembered that IML
cannot specifically focus on
English because it has to deal
with other languages as well,
Secondly. it cannot take re-
sponsibility of any course such
as FC-2, which constitutes a
compulsory portion of any de-
partmental syllabus. Also, IML
is geared to offer diploma
courses, whereas the Depart-
ment {s in a better position to
offer courses at the B A Honours
level.

It is therefore arguable that
the proposed CELS can provide
uselul and important services
within and outside the univer-
sity. The university authorities
should be taking appropriate
steps to set up the centre with
adequate resources and support
materials as recommended in
the proposal, and make these
services available for univer-
sity students and the commu-
nity at large.

The author is a lecturer in
English at DU. He is now
studying at Deakin University,
Australia.

EADERS and political par-
ties, generally speaking,
have also to pay collective
fine (In kind) for cultivating the
holier-than-thou attitude.
Those who assume national
power, and presume that it is all
right to make hay while the
sunshines, face the oversight of
the incoming debit bill — it will
be more than an overdraft.
Because it is cosmic. There is a
time for reckoning for the
defaulters.
And such

a situation has

| built up again in the society,

and the day of recompense is
just round the corner. There is

no time to change the course or

apply the brakes.

Non-political leaders in the
society must unite to prevail
upon the political leaders to
withdraw; or behave — but not
the way they want it, or have
been pursuing. The nation Is
bleeding today. and the suckers
are the political community,
like it or not. Political threats
to the citizens never pay — in
the long run. The time has come

to watch for the result.

Here is a poser: How can you
come in, when we do not want
you? Another confrontation?
That means a clash, upgraded
by the current civil strife. Bad
money has taken over the circu-
lation of good money. The greed
dnd corrupt practices are sim-
ply unstoppablg (the kinetic en-
ergy developed is too high now
for any type of peaceful control
Lo work). This evil energy has to
be dissipated, for natural venti-
lation.

Trimming the branches and
the leaves will not remove the
malaise — the very roots have to
be uprooted, and thrown — far
away. Wanted: a new
Bangladesh, led by a new lead-
ership (it is not an anti-state
statement). That is the demand
of the millennium. First evil
fights against the evil; then the
good take over. That is the trend
of history, and it will be re-
peated (the principle is beyond
human control),

The hope and expectation of
the millennium has been spollt
by the games the politicians are
Fir_-'.};m;_{. holding the soclety as
10stage. The approach to the
forest is faulty: there is no point
in getting busy with the details
of the fighting inside the forest,
The lessons have to be learnt —
there is no option to opt out of
this judgmental situation.
There are several unfailing op-
tions for the verdict to prevail,
which means there is no escape
from the coming retribution.

In the heat of the moment,
the [uture altermath is over-
looked. There lies the weakness
in the strength: otherwise his
tory would not have been so
abrupt — and so interesting; it is
the weakness of human ambi-
tion. Hislory is a reflection;
some are blinded. and some are
maimed.

The tendency of the rulers to
live in the past is a national
complex, good or bad. What we
are experiencing is undesirable.

freedom cannot be suppressed,
because it is an inbuilt human
characteristic, which will re-
spond intuitively, as are the
urges for security, food, family,
and shelter, '
Violation at the state-level
of personal and private freedom
of the citizens will not be toler-
ated by the people at large. The

newspapers are full of
grievances — against poor lead-
ership. So, why people would
continue to listen to the false
admonitions of the immature

and greedy leaders who cannot
control their own secret pas-

sions?

The country is not in danger
when a particular political
party comes into power; there-
fore preparations for state
witch-hunting is suspicious.
The dlvide and rule policy is be
ing applied in full-swing now.
Look out for the cohesive factor
of the mass reaction. Basic hu-
man nature has survived the
tugs of the uncivilised.

1 chea;i;;. is
physiological and has different
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Physiological

OMMONLY used
pacemaker for heart block
is VVI. VVI pacing.

although not
complications like ecardiac
faflure, pacemaker syndrome
and diminished exercise toler-
ance. Physiological pacemaker
like DDD also has its own de-
merits like VA conduction, dis-
lodgement of atrial leads and
high price. So recently, VDD
pacing has been introduced
with single pass lead. This VDD
system provides two main com-
ponents of physiological pac-
ing: a) rate responsiveness and
b) AV .'-_?fnchrnn},t This system,
thus, eliminates the complica-
tions found with VVI, while
having the choice of easier im-
plantation and intermediate
cosl as compared to DDD.

Material and Methods: Our
objective was to verify the per-
formance of the VDD system in
comparison with VVI and DDD.
We recruited 47 patients for this
purpose in last one year, of
which 30 male and 17 female.
The mean-age of the patients
was 62+/-10 years.

The diagnoses were:

Complete heart block — 27
cases.

LBBB with intermittent CHB
— 1B cases.

2.1 AV Block — 5 cases,

SA node function was nor-
mal in all cases.

Type of Pacemaker was VDD,
type of lead was single pass,
steroid eluting bipolar witL two
ring atrial electrodes — provid-

- ing bipolar atrlal sensing and

AV spacing.

P wave sensing was between
2.2— 3.8 mv,

P wave sensing on deep in-
spiration was 1.0 —1.6muv.

Atrial sensitivity pro-
gramming was done as f{ollows:

1.0 mv — 35 patents.

0.5 mv — 11 patients,

0.18my — 1 patient.

The tip of the electrode was
vlaced Iin 'RV apex and atrial
dsipoles in RA, just below SA
node/mid RA

Patients were given ques-
tionnaires form to know re-
garding symptomatology and
registration form, Follow up
every three
months with questionnaires,
echocardiography, TMT, and
chest X-Ray. TMT was tried in
all cases but most patients with
VVI pacemaker could not per-
form TMT,

Results

Echocardiography:
Echocardiographie results
showed significant difference
in the lelt ventricular diastolic
diametre in VDD patients, tom-
garcd to VVI [(574/-10mm vs
O0+/-9 mm; p<0,05. stroke vol-
ume was increased In VDD pa-
tients (120+/-45 ml vs 102+/-
d8ml; p<0,01). Ejection fraction
showed siguniffcant difference
(6+/-2vs 60+/-1; p<0.05), Other
paramelres In echocardiogra-
phy such as left atrial diametre
and lefl ventricular systolic di-
ametre showed no significant

change.
.‘%T: Modifled Bruce proto-

TREATING THE HEART

Pacing with Single

by Dr A K Bardhan

provement of about 3.2+/-2 min
in patients on VDD pacing com-
pared to VVI. Also, near normal
target heart rate could be
achieved in most patients on
VDD pacing.

Chest X-Ray: Repeat chest X
Ray after VDD pacing showed
no cardiomegaly as compared
to findings In patients on VVI
pacing.

Haemodynamics: Patients
on VDD had less symptoms
compared to patients on VVI
pacing. The general physical

well being of VDD patients was
much better than that on VVI.
This is possibly because of rate-

responsiveness and AV-syn-
chrony
Conclusion: The resulls of

this study show that physiolog-
ical pacing in the [orm of VDD
s benelicial compared to VVI
pacing. The patients preferred
the physiological pacing mode

At the present time it can be
concluded that physioclogical
pacing can be recommended for
use in patients of A-V block

Pass I ead

with normal sinus node with

VDD pacemaker and single pass
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Candidates having qualifications described in 2(a) above may be considered for appointment as
Assistant Professor after one year of service as specified in 2(b) above if she/he has an M.Phil

degree in the relevant field.

Candidates having Ph.D. or its equivalent/comparable degree from a recognised university or |
Honours/Masters’ /M. Litt/M. Phil degree from a recognised European /North American/ ll
Australian university will be eligible for direct appointment as Assistant Professor, provided that !'

for which applications are made;

(b) Candidates must have a minimum of 7 (seven) years of teaching and/or professional
experience out of which at least 3 (three) years as an Assistant Professor in a university. H

(c¢) Candidates must have original research contributions/publications of high merit as well as
ability to guidé M.Phil/Ph.D. level work and conduct/guide research relating to the life, society and
|| development of Bangladesh.
In cases of extraordinary merit one of the above conditions may be relaxed.
2) Fellow (in the rank of Assistant Professor)
(a) Candidates must have a Master's degree with at least one first class either at the honours or at
the post-graduate level or candidates withou t honours degree must have at least a second class at
both Degree Pass and Masters' previous levels in addition to a first class at the post-graduate level

and no third class in any of the above degrees.
(b) Candidates must have at least 3 (three) years' teaching experience at the Honours,and Post-
Graduate levels or 3 (three) years' research experience in an approved institution of research or 3
(three) years' teaching and /or research experience as prescribed above.

Institute of Bangladesh Studies
Rajshahi University

Advertisement

Applications are invited from Bangladeshi nationals for 3 (three) posilions of Associate

Professor/Fellow (in the rank of Assistant Professor) one from each group as noted below on
substantive basis in the scale of pay Tk 10,700-300-13,100 & Tk 7,200-260-10,840 respectively

Group-A: Accounting /Management/Finance & Banking/Statistics /Geography.

Group-B: Sociology/Social Work/Anthropology/Political Science/FPublic Administration
Law. .

Group-C: Bangla/English /Philosophy /Fine Arts.

Forms and particulars regarding qualificztions and requirements may be obtained from the
undersigned by sending a self-addressed envelope with postage stamp worth Tk 4/- only.
* 10 (ten) copies of the application form duly filled in along with an application fee of Tk 80/-
(eighty) in Bank Draft (non-refundable) in favour of the "Director, IBS, Rajshahi University” must
reach the undersigned on or before April 30, 2000.
Candidatés already in service must apply through proper channel. Incomplete applications will

or

or

she/he has no third class in any of the degrees prescribed in 2(a).
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