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Week-long nat'l |

programme to
observe Mother
Language Day

A seven-day national pro-
gramme has been drawn up to

President urged
again not to
assent to PSA

PM questions

Hunger strike
for whom?

Prime Minister Shelkh
Hasina scolfed at the Opposi-
tion lawmakers' hunger strike,

observe the International asking whether it was for estab-
Mother Language Day, report lishing the rights of snatchers,
agencies. ) hijackers, hoodlums and toll

The decision was taken at a
meeting at the International
Conference Centre auditorium
yesterday morning with Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina in the
chair.

Ministers, advisors, MPs.
vice-chancellors of all univer-
sitles. Intellectuals, education-
ists, Language Movement
heroes, representatives of dif-
[erent professional groups, cul-
tural activists and high offi-
cials of education and cultural
ministries attended the meet-
ing.

See page 11 col 7

Clinton's visit
Massive security
arrangement
being planned

By Mizan Ali

Government plans to beef up
securily arrangement and carry
out a ‘cleansing operation’ to
net in the wanted criminals
around the capital prior to the
visit of US President Bill Clin-
ton. official sources said yes-
terday.

A massive crackdown on the
criminals in the city is likely to
take place soon, hinted top po-
lice officials. adding that they
were likely to seek support from
other disciplinary forces during
the operation.

The officials warned of stern
actions against people trying to
create trouble during the visit of
Clinton.

The crackdown is aimed at
sorting out the listed criminals,
he said. assuring that it would
not be used for political victim-
isauon.

Officials involved in design-

See page 11 col |

US team visits

Embassy. the team members

went to Gazipur to see a primary

school run by BRAC and a mi-
See page 11 col 6

Over 100 BNP MPs led by
party chief and Leader of the
Opposition Iin Parliament
Khaleda Zia yesterday observed
a token hunger strike at the
city's Paltan Maldan to protest
enactment of the Public Safety
Act and dissuade the President
from assenting to it.

The nine-hour hunger strike
began at 9:7 am with a recita-
tion from the Holy Quran by
Harun-or-Rashid Khan Monno
MP and ended with a speech by
the BNP Chairperson.

Thirteen Jatiyva Party MPs
led by its Chairman HM Ershad
reached the venue at 9:37am
and took part in the hunger
strike, but they left after about
one hour.

Jamaat -e- Islami MPs Del-
war Hossain Saidee and Miza-
nur Rahman Kept sitting with
BNFP MPs for some hours, but
did not observe hunger strike
on religious ground.

Islami Oikkya Jote (10J)
leaders Fazlul Haq Amini, A R
M Abdul Matin and Mohiuddin
Ahmed also joined the sit-in for
some hours but were not on

Token hunger strike observed
By Staff Correspondent

hunger strike on religious
¢ground, The IOJ has no MP.

Thousands of people includ-
ing leaders and activists of the
parties and various profes-
sional groups gathered at the
venue. The MPs observed the
hunger strike sitting under a
huge canopy.

Addressing the gathering,
Khaleda Zia reiterated her ap-
peal to President Shahabuddin
Ahmed not to assent to the
“black and repressive” Public
Safety Act (PSA) and show re-
spect to the people's demand for
scravplng it. The Act was passes
“unilaterally” by the ruling
Awami League, she added.

"I, on behalf of the nation,
request you not to assent to the
law. I hope you will not defame
yvourself by assenting to the
black and repressive law. You
are the President of the country.
The main objective of this
hunger strike by MPs is to re-
quest you not to assent to the
PAS.”

Not only BNP, the 4-party al-
liance or the 7-party alliance -

Sce page 11 col 1

collectors against whom the
Public Safety Act was adopted
by Parliament, reports UNB.
"The law was framed accord-
ing to our commitment to en-
suring security, human rights
and free movement of people by
purging society ol snatchers
and hijackers ... And we'll do
whatever needed for it," she told
a function marking the founda-
tion laying of a multi-story

bullding of the Press Institute of

Bangladesh yesterday.

Referring to the joint hunger
strike yesterday Hasina sald
deposed President General Er-
shad, ousted in the 1990 mass
upsurge, and Khaleda Zia, the
widow of another General (Zia)
who captured power in 1975 and
Killed senior army and airforce
officers, shook hands with Go-
lam Azam and communal
forces to oppose this law.

The Prime Minister wanted
to know whether the opposition
staged fasting at Paltan maidan
to preserve the rights of anti-
social elements engaged in
mugging, extortion and high-
way robberies. :

Defending the new law, she
said the legislation contains

See page 11 col 7
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Paltan Maidan yesterday.

smiling Khaleda Zia to leave the dais during token hunger strike by opposition MPs at
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Notice
Today's issue of Cle Dily Star

price. however, remains un-

changed at Tk. 6.00.

Article

Northern
Ireland:
Opening a
New Chapter?
by AMM Shahabuddin

America and South
Asia in the new

ANZ Grindlays eyes a
new peak with its
Vision 2000 drive: MD

Lawmakers, activists

More than four years after
the Election Commission’s rec-
ommendation, the government
has [inally decided in principle
to upgrade the post oFdismct
election officers, finance min-
istrv sources salid.

The decision was taken yes-
terday at a meeting of a Cabinet
Committee headed by Finance
Minister S A M S Kibria.

With the Implementation of

| the decision, District Election

Officers (DEOs) would enjoy
salaries and allowances under
Grade VII of National Pay Scale
(Tk 6,150-Tk 9,750).

There are 83 posts of DEOS in
64 districts. Some districts ./ith

The DEOs have been enjoy-
ing salaries and allowances un-
der Grade IX (Tk 4300-Tk 7740).
They had been demanding

By Nurul Kabir

while the EC proposed to up-
grade their position to Grade VI
(Tk 7,200-Tk 10,840).

Yesterday's decision put the
DEOs to the level of District Ed-
ucation Officer. But they are
still below the levels of Thana
Agriculture Officer and Thana
Livestock Officer, who are in
Grade VI.

Implementation of the deci-
slon would, however, pave the
way for the EC to recruit thana
election officers. The Assistant
Commissioner (Land) is dis-
charging the responsibilities of
a thana election officer now.

The EC still does not have
thana level staff of its own al-

vide two other staff including a
stenographer to each TEO and
allocated funds for this in 1995-
96 financlal year.

DEOs to be upgraded

proposal for TEOs, the EC
wanted them to be placed in
Grade IX, 'keeping in mind that
the post of district election offi-
cers would be upgraded’,

Alter government's approval
for placing the TEOs in Grade
X, the EC wrote to the relevant
authorities in May 1995 to up-
grade the post of the District
Election Officer from Grade IX
to Grade VI. The Commission
argued that the DEOs would
have supervisory authority
over the TEOs. "So, the status
and the salary package of the
district level officers must be
higher than those of taeir
thana level junior colleagues.”

be convinced that the status of

the DEOs should be higher than

their thana level colleagues.
The Establishment Ministry

Meeting on memoir

for donors held
By Staff Correspondent

The first meeting of the Task
Force lor preparing a memoir
for Bangladesh's development
ariners meeting in Paris was
Lt‘]{l yesterday.

The Paris meet is scheduled
for April 13-14.

Representatives of about 15
ministries and different gov-
ernment departments and
agencies attended the meeting,
held at the ERD (Economic Re-
sources Division) conference
room. ERD Secretary Mashiur

ships at
Ctg port
drops

From Nurul Alam

January, resulting in less con-
gestion at the port, port offi-
cials said

"Every year this time around
we've less traffic, but it would
increase later with more ship
ment of cargo to and from the
port.” one official said.

Presently, about 30 ships are
now staying at the jelties,
moorings and outer anchorage
of the port against over 50 ships
a month ago, the officials said.

As a result, ships are now
hardly required to wait longer
than usuarl at the outer anchor-
age for entry into the port jet-
ties.

Tarek Anis, chalrman of
Bangladesh Steamer Agents As-
sociation said arrival of ships

the end of 'quota’ period of the
year, but it may pick up again
by the end of this mcath with
new trade deal coming into ef

. but we feel like

— Star photo

about final report

By Raziur Rahman

deprived of pay raise

!

From Abdullah Al-Mahmud

Tough fight for OIC post

Dhaka needs more vocal support from Rivadh, allies

Dhaka will face a tough fight
to win the post of Secretary
General of the Organisation of
[slamic Conlerence (OIC),

Election to the post of the 55-
member organisation will take
place during the 27th meeting of
[slamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers (ICFM), scheduled for
June 23 in Malaysia.

has an "enviable posi-
tion to win more influence” in

By M Anwarul Hagqg

Humayun Rashid Chowd-
hury, who is a former foreign

ind served as a for
minister under former
President H M Ershad. was
Bangladesh's ambassador to
Riyadh for some time.

However, Dhaka nieeds more
vocal. endorsement from Saudi
Arabia if it is to win votes of the
countries close to it. But Dhaka
even failed to send its new en-

secretary
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Winner of 1996-97 Silver trophy,
Alhaj Khalilur Rahman,
Chairman and Managing Director:
KDS Garments Industries Ltd. and
Divector; National Bank Ltd.

in export business

. v & This day a year BNP ac- '
b Btmggle for mpu" 1n tivist Sajal g:lﬂ ury was CHITTAGONG, Feb8: ABott-  Workers appointed in early 'ermee Mmster Sheskls Hastoa handing over Tnaphy (o
UNCTAD decisions gunned d at the¢ intersection 10,000 employees in 10 Youn- 1998 haven't received a pay in- Uisaf Aziz Ullah, Chadrnnm of Az Pipes Lid
of Mirpur Green Road one Corporation faclories crease, employees

| DSE, CSE price
quotations
| Pages 6,7 & B

Prayer Timings

in the city bX kiflers in a mo-
torcade a l;‘} led by ruling
party MP Mokbul Hossain in
defiance of an opposition-
sponsored hartal.

Police submitted the final
report of Sajal murder case In
the last week of December last

1aven’t received a pay ralse in
three years,

The iIssue has lowered
morale in the factories. which
are localed In the Chittagong
Export Processing Zone,

Sources sald newspaper ad-

The only
who have r(*rﬂivr{r ralses have
been Youngone officlals, just 5
per cent of the total work force.

Workers said they were be-
ginning to resent Youngone,
considered to be one of the bet-
ler companles operating in the
zone, since It seemed to have

Our heartiest congratulations to the
National Export Trophy winners

National Export Trophy

will have 5 es uding : .
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- - . o 1997-98 Bronze trophy winner:
Business Sajal's father in dark | 10000 Youngone staff Mr. Md. Abdul Halim,

Managing Director. Aziz Pipes Ltd.

and

Director National Bank Ltd.

Februal)' 9 year, but they could not bring vertsements and Youngone au- changed its gttitude towards its
Y T charges against anyone in- | thorities told workers when staff,

e AZAD_{ JAMA volved in the killing that took | they were hired that the Korean The workers sald they used *

’_f-ﬁl.l' 5-45 _6-15. | g[ace in broad daylight; before company. the largest foreign lo work from 8 a.m, to 8 p.m, H N . -

 Zohr 12-45 1-15 undreds of people. investor In Bangladesh, would including four hours of over- ‘ Natlonal Bank lelted

| 4-15 4-30 | Final report of a case is | Blve them two pay Increases time. They recelved lunch at ‘ : | :

Asr - ’ submitted when a police inves. | annually. , . = o Aoon and. a relreahment break A Bank for performance with potential

| Maghri 5-55 N tigation fails to prove charges However, the Increases at GH;:-.m, !
: | Esha 7-15 7-45 against the accused, which | Stopped between 1997 and 1998, owever, the company has . 63953
g 4 Ilhm& Pﬂ“ﬂdﬂmﬂ l S&ial ChﬂWdhury m " 11 col 7 ‘ I the I!a.:tl;:'l:i“eu di{?ﬂpgﬂ.l‘%ﬂ Irorm cul the workers' overtime by Hoad Oftice . 18 Dilkusha C‘on'lmemjal w. mkl len'a : PABX 330-2-9563081‘5‘ Fax : 880-2-95 =
o7 w = e — h page notice boards, See page 11 col 6 — mi——

P ; SEek ¥ i i _ ¥ s - Hi ’ | ' 3




