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Scottish Premiership

Hibs, Rangers

@ e Ny aBa

GLASGOW. Feb 7: Glasgow

were held 2-2 by Hiber-

nian in a thrilling draw at
Easter Road on Sunday with
Neil McCann earning a point
for the rei -champions
with a goal nine minutes from
time.

After a goalless first half,
Hibernian took the Ilead
thrm:%h Kenny Miller before
Rod Wallace equalised for the
visitors, reports AFP.

Miller scored his fifth goal
of the season to put the home
side 2-1 up only for McCann to
level the scores for the Scottish
Premier leaders.

A point takes Dick Advo-
caat's side to 51 points in the
table, 10 points clear of second-
placed Celtic while Hibs %ump
above Hearts into fifth on 27.

Hibs took the lead four min-
utes after the break when lan
Murray played in a fine cross
which was headed goalward by
Mixu Paatelainen.

" Rangers defender Craig
Moore cleared it but only as far
as Miller, who rifled a 12-yard
shot beyond keeper Stefan Klos.

But Hibs' lead lasted only

seven minutes with Rod Wallace

bringing Rangers back into the
match.

Moore delivered a glorious
crossfield pass to Neil McCann,
who had replaced Dodds at half-
time.

The Scotland wi
ery deceived a static Hibs de-
fence and Wallace stooped to
head the ball home and make it
1-1.

Rangers were rocked again

in the 68th minute when Miller

scored his second goal of the

ame after a mistake by
tchman Arthur Numan.

His pass back to Klos was
short and Miller nipped in ard

flicked the ball wide of the
German keeper as Numan tried
unsuccessfully to make up
ground.

But with nine minutes left

- McCann secured a point for

€rs,

he former Hearts mid-
with Barry

flelder linked up
Ferguson before unleashing a
fierce shot past Nick Colgan to

take Rangers another step

closer to retaining the title,

WTA'S top 20
money winners

ST PETERSBURG, Floria,

goalfest

nger's deliv-
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48th minute.

Cameroon swept into a two-
oal lead after half an hour in
a thanks to Real Madrid's

Samuel Eto'o and West Ham's
- Marc-Vivien Fo
- claimed their second goal of the
tournament, but then had to
survive a second-half fightback
by Algeria.

Faoe, who. each

South Africa and Kaizer

Chiefs striker Nemvete missed
three
the 42nd minute he headed in a
pinpoint cross from fellow
striker Shaun Barlett.

gilt-edged chances, but in

It was the [irst game Barlett,

who remained tournament top-
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cup

rer with four goals, had
to get on the scoresheet.
hana. who scraped into the
eight despite losing their
| group game 2-0 to Ivory
st, gave another inept per-
ance which could cost Ital-
ach Giuseppe Dossena his

ey repeatedly lost posses-
in midfield, showed no
ense of urgency and were
cted to a couple of long
shots as they failed to
le goalkeeper Andre
se.

ir best effort came when
n Munich, defender
el Kuffour headed against
ssbar in the 49th minute.
th Africa earned a trip to
for Thursday's semifinal
st the co-hosts Nigeria or
al, who meet on Monday.

EROON-ALGERIA

meroon %la ed some en-

ng football, but woeful
ing and a few wild tackles
left qQuestion marks over their
ability to win their first Na-
tions'/Cup since 1986.

They took advantage of
slack Algerian marking as

. Eto'o a ‘Foe scored imn the

eightl* afid 24th minutes. ~ ¢ |
Algeria came back strongly,

reduced the arrears when Ab-

delhafid Tasfaout headed his
second goal of the cup in the
79th minute and nearly
equalised shortli,' afterwards,
when the same player miscued
his shot from close range.
Cameroon should have been
out of sight by then but a string
of misses, particularly one by

all on all fours after a tackle by South African Helman
n Nations' Cup quarterfinal in Kumasi on February 2.

—AFP Photo

‘Cameroon 1n
st four

Salomon Olembe who missed
an open goal at point blank
range, kept the result in doubt.

he Indomitable Lions also
displayed some of the reckless
tackling . which marred their
last World Cup appearance with
captain Rigobert Song, who has
already earned the distinction
of being sent off at two World
Cups, lucky not to be dismissed
for a sliding, two-footed chal-
lenge on Abdelaziz Benhamlet.

urprisingly, Song was not
even booked.

"We created a lot of chances,
that is the positive side,” said
Cameroon coach Pierre
Lechantre, whose team stay in
Accra to play either Egypt or
Tunisia on Thursday.

Algeria were less happy. "We
didn't like the refereeing,” said
assistant coach Abdelghanin
Djadaoul. "If he had shown
some more yellow cards in the
first half, things might have
been different.”

The rcmainln% quarter-[i-
nals kick off with holders Egypt

laying Tunisia in the northern
igerian city of Kano followed

by the Nigeria-Senegal clash in

‘+agos. .
"Having thé right mental at-
titude and team spirit is what

will decide the game," said
Senegal coach Peter Schnittger,
whose side are rank outsiders.

"My players and | are here to
create surprises. They are de-
termined to give me memories
of what I achieved 30 years ago,"
added the German, who led
I\g:- Coast to the semifinals in
1970.

draw against Uruguay on
day ni

jury time gave Norway

Primera Liga

MADRID, Feb 7:
Real Madrid re-
fused to do title-
chasing rivals
Barcelona a
favour by winning
at Primera Liga

leaders Deportivo La Coruna on
Sunday -- so much so that they
crashed to a 5-1 roasting, re-
ports AFP.

Barcelona, targetlnﬁ a third
straight championship and
second at the start of play, had
no reason to crow at Real's
misfortune as they earlier fell
over their own feet, losing in
abject fashion 1-0 at home to
unfashionable Alaves.

“The start of the match was

just disastrous. Ne wonder the

fans whistled us off,” admitted
Barca coach Louis Van Gaal.
Barca's reverse, courtesy of a
16th minute goal for the visi-
tors by Nan Ribera, left the
Catalan club third in the table,
five points adrift of Deportivo,
who after a run of poor form
might have feared the visit of a
recently resurgent Real,
However, Deportivo, blasted
4-1 at Real Valladolid last week,
shot out of the blocks and took
a seventh-minute lead through
a flying header by Dutchman
Roy Makaay before Brazilian
Djalminha snatched a second
from a freekick in the 20th
minute to leave Real flounder-
ing virtually from the outset.
Spanish Iinternational
striker Fernando Morientes
ulled one back eight minutes
fore half-time following good

work by Raul and Fernando Hi-
erro.

CAF rates

Feb 7 (Reuters): Top 20 money

winners this year in women's Gm@ C
tennis, according to WTA Tour: :

l.  Lindsay Davenport $477 955 best

2. Martuna Hingls 467,089

3. Rennae Stubbs 135,463 KANO, Nigeria, Feb 7: The
- 4 Conchita Martinez 127,164 | Confederation of African Foot-
5 Lisa Raymond 123876 | ball (CAF) on Sunday sald
- 6. Sandrine Testud 122,386 | Group C was the best pool of
7. Mary Pierce 120217 | first round matches of the on-

8  Jennifer Capriati 116417 ntn? continental tournament
8. Anna Kournikova 110,059 | In Nigeria and Ghana, reports

10. Arantxa Sanchez-Vicarioc 91879 | AFP.

11,  Amelie Mauresmo 90,108 Kano official Alhaji Kabiru

12. Af Suglyama #9043 | Baiti added the group, which
13 Julie Halard-Decugis 84.343 | consisted of E%vg‘tm Zamblia,

14 Elena Likhoviseva 73545 | Burkina Faso an egal, was
15, Chanda Rubin 64,933 | also the best attended.

16 Katarina Srehotnik 58,436 "CAF's statics of all first
7. B 55431 | round matches have shown &llxlat
18 Amanc 53311 | Kano centre has the best :

10. ¢ 47322 | cal and attendance record so far

- 47308 | In the champlonship.” Baiti
e P said, |

\

But any hopes that Real had
of getting back on terms evapo-
rated three minutes after the
restart when Victor Sanchez
made it 3-1 to Deportivo, who
have never won the title.

Argentine striker Turu Flo-
res then rubbed in Deportivo's
superiority with further goals
in the 76th and 85th minutes
before Hierro gave Real a crumb
of comfort with the last goal of
the night.

But the ‘'meringues’ season is
ornce again in some turmoil as
they are just eighth in the table

Barca fumble

-- ten points adrift of Deportivo.

Real Zaragoza earlier took
advantage of Barca's poor show-
ing to go second, four points off
the pace, with a 2-2 draw at
Atletico Madrid. who slowly but
surely are extricating them-
-selves from the basement.

Dutch forward Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink scored both
Atletico goals, one from the

penalty spol to take his total to

20 this season, to put his side
into a 2-0 lead but goals in the
final 10 minutes Irom Jor)fe
Gonzalez Yordi and Ander Gari-
tano rescued a point for
Zaragoza.

Celta Vigo stay fourth ahead
of Alaves on goal difference, but

continued a dismal spell of

form with a 1-0 reverse at Rayo
Vallecano, who rekindled hopes
of a place in Europe after a bad
run of their own having led the
table for several weeks last au-
tumn.

Elsewhere, Athletic Bilbao
moved into sixth after beating
Numancia 2-1 with goals from
Ismael Urzalz and Carlos Gar-
cia sandwiched by a Numancia
reply from Jose Pacheta,

Valencia moved into seventh
on Saturday after shooting
down Real Betis 3-1 to make it a
losing
Guus Hiddink,

Betis remain mired in the
bottom four.
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Atletico Madrid's Santi (L) and Jordi of Real Zaragoza are

engaged in a battle for possession during their Primera Liga

encounter on February 6.

—AFP photo

start for Dutch cnachl

Olympic soccer
entina’s
route

LONDRINA, Brazil, Feb 7: A

ﬁal four minutes from time by

inaldo Navia handed Chile a
1-0 win over Argentina here on
Sunday and knocked the Argen-
tines out of the South American
Olympic quailfyng tourna-
ment, reports AFP.

Brazil, who had already ba
un-
t to top the group.

They go topSydncy with the
Chileans.

A 30,000 crowd saw the
Brazilians the lead after just
four minutes but Uruguay, still
behind at the break, stormed
back and Risso and Varela had
them 2-1 In front by the hour

- mark.

However, Fablo Junior res-
cued Brazil with the equaliser
three minutes before the end.

Brazil topped the group with
seven points from their three
matches with Chile on seven.

~ Argentina finished with three

and Uruguay one.

Norwegian eves
edge out USA

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Florida, Feb 7: Dagny
Mellgren's shot seconds into énz
a -
win over the United States
Sunday. spoiling April
Heinriches' debut as coach of
the US women's team, reports
AFP.

Norway leveled the score in
the friendly at 2-2 in the B8lst
minute, when US dgualkee er
Saskia Webber falled to catch a
long cross from the left wing
ancF the ball bounded into the
net off the head of American de-
fender Carla Overback.

Mellgren's goal, a well-
placed shot from 20 yards out
on the right, marked a change
of fortune for Heinrichs, who
played her final international
match as a player against
Norway when she captained
Team USA to the 1991 Women's
World Cubp title.

Norway's Hega Reese con-

verted a 20th-minute penalty to
open the scoring, but the US
took a 2-1 lead thanks to goals
from veterans Mia Hamm and
Kristine Lilly.

The match marked the 2000
domestic debut for the reigning

World Cup and Olympic cham-

pions.

Recently the US Soccer
Federation settled a contract
dispute with the team. The
partnership guarantees payroll
parity with the men’'s team, in -
cluding a fee of 2,000 dollars per

game and balancing the wom-

ens' bonus compensation with

that of the men lor appearances

in major tournaments and vic-
tories against top opponents.

Another feather

in Kipketer's cap

STUTTGART, Germany, Feb
7: Dane Wilson Kipketer jssued
an early Olympic warning as he
broke the 1,000 metres indoor
world record in two minutes
15.25 seconds yesterday, re-
ports Reuters.

The three-time 800 metres
outdoor world champion, who
has yet to win an Olympic gold
over the distance, bettered the
old mark by one hundredth of a
second.

The previous best of 2:15.26
was set by Algerian Noureddine
Morceli in February 1992 in
Birmingham.

Kenyan-born Kipketer who
holds the 800 metres outdoor

world record set the first world
record of a busy year which will

culminate with the Sydney
Olympics.

"I Eaven‘t been doing so good
in training lately and I've had a
few injury worries,” he said. "I
didn't think I could do it but the
atmosphere was great and that
hel me.

“It's nice to have a record, it's

nice for the people here but my
main goal this year is an
Olympic gold medal. That's
something I really want."

Kipketer was helped by a
brave challenge from Kenya's
Kenned Kimwetich who

ushed Kim all the way to the
ine.

Hungarian Balasz Kornyl set
the pace for the first 600 metres.
Kipketer then broke away, fol-
lowed by Kimwetich, and the
two men raced the last 400 me-

tres well ahead of the rest of the

field.

Kipketer first thought he had
only equalled the world record
as the Stuttgart stadium's board
showed 2:15.26. But the time
was then adjusted to 2:15.25.

Romania's: Gabriela Szabo
failed badly in her attempt to

break the 10-year-old mile
record of 4:17.14 set by compa-
triot Donla Melinte.

Szabo, the 5,000 metres
world champion, was made to
work hard by Poland's Lidia Co-
Jecka before outsprinting her to
win in 4:39.90.

Moroccan minister
seeks Saudi
support

RIYADH, Feb 7: Morocco's
Minister for Youth and Sport,
Ahmad Mussawi, held talks
with Saudi officials here Sun-
day on his country's bid for the
2006 World Cup, reports AFP.

Mussawi, loﬂrinE the Gulf
Arab states to seek backing for
the bid, met Crown Prince Ab-
dullah bin Abdel Aziz and the
head of the kingdom's sports
and youth organisation, Prince
Sultan bin Fahd, the official
news agency SPA sald,

African Football Confedera-
tion (CAF) president Issa Haya-
tou last week called on either
South Africa or Morocco to pul
out of their World Cup race to
allow the continent to put for-
ward a single candidate.

The 2006 decision will be
taken by FIFA's 24-strong exec-
utive committee, which In-
cludes Hayatou, In Zurich next
July and pits the two African

| countries against England,

Germany and Brazil,

a

Davis Cup

USA,
e

UNDATED, Feb 7
(Internet report).
Davis Cup debu-
tant Chris
Woodruff saved
the USA's Davis
Cup hopes as a dramalic
weekend saw 1999 runners-u
France knocked out and defend-
ing champlons Australia
pushed all the way.
The 1999 winners came from
2.1 behind to Switzerland --
with Mark Philippoussis win-

. ning the deciding rubber -- to

US Davis Cup team captain John McEnroe
latter
Zimbabwe in Harare on February 6.

Woodruff after the

clinch their place in the quar-
terfinals.

France joined Great Britain
out of the tournament as Brazil
won 4-1, a victory secured with
a 3-0 scoreline on Saturday.

Britain lost 4-1 in the Czech
Republic on Sunday

The USA's reward for their

win in Harare is a home tie with

the Czech Republic, while the
Brazilians travel to Slovakia,
3-2 conquerors of Austria

Like Slovakia, Spain and
Russia were also in the quarter-
finals by Saturday night.

The Spanish, who eventu-
ally won 4-1"at home to Italy
will next meet the Russians
who enjoved a similar result
over Belgium.

Meanwhile Australia will
travel to Germany, who were
comfortable 4-1 winners over

neighbours the Netherlands
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Australia prevail

USA- ZIMBABWE .

Chris Woodruffl's 6-3, 6-7. 6-
2, 6-4 win over Wayne Black on
Sunday was ultimately erucial,

But the final rubber would
have been irrelevant 1f world
No 1 Andre Agassi had not
overcome Wayne's older brother
Byrnn 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 1o level the
tie at 2-2.

Agassl had also beaten

"{h”aynk Black 7-5, 6-3, 7-5 on
Friday, when Woodruff had lost

Lo the old Zimbabwe !
AR an brother

R) hugs Chris

won over Wayne Black of
—AFP photo

The USA [ell behind alter
Saturday's doubles when
Wayne Black and Kevin Ullvett
won a live-set thriller against
Rick Leach and Alex O'Brien 7
b, O-7, 0-6. 7-5. 7-b.

In Fridav's opening singles
Agassi beal Wayne Black 7-5, 6-
3. 7-D and By ron Black beat
Woodrulf 7-6, 6-3, 6-2

AUSTRALIA-SWITZER-
LAND

k i | 'I = 1 -
Mark Philippoussis nero ol

Australia's Davis ( Lp final
victory two months ago, came
to his counltry's rescue again on
Sunday by beating Swiss George
Bastl 6-7, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 to
clinch a 3-2 wii

Auslralia were trailing 2-1
al one point but Lleyton Hew
hauled them level when he beat
Roger Federer 6-2. 3-6, 7-0b, b-1

Hewilt's wirn er Federer
brought Austral el

Australian Mark Philippoussis roars for joy

after beating

George Bastt of Switzerland in the Davis Cup in Zurich on

February 6. The Aussies overcame the Swiss 3-2—AFP photo

A loss would have been a b
embarrassment for the ddeng
ing champions.

Switzerland gained their
shock lead L-niurtzy Diia 36, 6
3, 6-4, 7-6 doubles viclory
Roger Federer and ngzn?o
Manta over Wayne Arthurs and
Sandon Stolle.

On Frida
4-6. 6-3. 6-2, 6-4 while Federer
defeated Philippoussis 6-4, 7-6,
4-6, 6-4,

BRAZIL-FRANCE

Brazil gained revenge for

last year's quarterfinal defeat

after Saturday’s doubles.

Gustavo Kuerten and Jaime
Oncins defeated Cedric Pioline
and Nicolas Escude in straight
sels 6-4, 6-4, 6-4.

Fernando Meligeni had
beaten Pioline 7-5, 5-7, 4-6, 6-1,

6-4 in Friday's singles before
Kuerten overcame Jerome Gol-
mard 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Sunday's dead rubbers saw
Brazil's Francisco Costa LEeat
Arnaud Clement 7-6, 5-7, 6-2
but Escude rescued some French
pride with a 2-6, 6-7 win over
Kuerten.

CZECH REPUBLIC-BRITAIN

Britain lost their Davis Cup
lie against the Czech Republic
when Tim Henman slumped to
a straight sets defeat to Jirli No-
vak to put the Czechs into an
unassailable 3-1 lead in the tie.

Henman's 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 defeat
rendered the scheduled final
clash meaningless, but the
Czechs won it anyway despite
opting to play little-known Bo-
hdan Ulthrach ahead of Slava
Dosedel.

Ulihrach defeated Jamie
Delgado 5-7, 7-5, 6-4.

Coach David Lloyd said the
Czechs played fantastic tennis
and deserved to win, especially
on their favoured clay surface.

Britain will now play Zim-
babwe in a play-off, which will
see the losers relegated from the
World Group.

GERMANY-NETHERLANDS

Tommy Haas clinched vic-
tory lor Germany when he over-
came Sjeng Schalken of the
Netherlands 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 in the
first of Sunday’s reverse singles.

On Saturday German dou-
bles pair David Prinosil and
Marc-Kevin Gollner beat Dutch
pair Paul Haarhuis and Jan
Siemerink 4-6, 6-3, 7-6. 6-3 In
Leipzig

In Friday's opening singles
Haas beat van John Van Lottum
4-6. 7-6, 6-3, 6-2, before the
Dutch came back with
Schalken beating Schuttler 3-6.
-0, 6-1, 6-0.

Rainer Schuttler gave Ger-
many their fourth win in the
dead rubber, with a 6-3, 6-3 win
over Lottum

SPAIN-ITALY

Spain's doubles pair Alex
Corretja and Joan Balcells beat
Andrea Gaudenzi and Diego

Nargiso 6-4, 6-3, 6-1 for a 3-0
scoreline on Saturday.

On Friday Albert Costa oeat
Davide Sanguinett 6-4, 6-4, 6-2
before Corretja defeated Andrea
Gaudenz 4-6, 6-1, 6-1, 6-1.

Sunday's dead rubbers saw a
sole victory for Italy when Gau-
denz beat Costa 5-7. 7-5, 6-4 but
Francisco Clavet then beat Vin-
cenzn Santopadre. 6-7. 6-1, 6-3
to hand Spain a 4-1 win.

RUSSIA-BELGIUM

Russia progressed on Satur-
day when Marat Safin and An-
drei Cherkasov beat Christophe
and Olivier Rochus 4-6. 7-6, 1-6.
6-1. 6-3.

Safin had already beaten
Christophe Rochus in Friday's
singles, 7-5. 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 wide
Yevgeny Kalelnikov beat Filip
Dewulf 6-7. 6-4. 7-5, 6-2.

Russia threatened a white-
wash when Mikhail Yuzhny
beat Qlivier Rochus in the first
dead rubber 7-6, 6-2.

But Dewull salvaged some
pride for the visitors with a 6-0,
4-6, 6-1 over Cherkasov.

SLOVAKIA- AUSTRIA

The crucial blow here also
came on Saturday when Karol
Kucera and Dominik Hrbaty
beat Austria's Junan Knowle
and Alexander Peya 6-4, 6-3, 6-
4,

Kucera had already saliled
through his opening singles
against Markus Hipfl 6-2, 6-3,
6-3 while Hrbaty was similarl
dominant over Stefan Koube
with a 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 win.

Austria won both the dead
rubbers as the top Slovakians
were rested and Jan Kroslak
lost 6-3. 6-2 to Koubek, whiie
Hipfl beat Ladislav Svarc 6-2, 6-

.
QTRS FIXTURES
USA v Czech Rep
Spain v Russia
Slovak Rep v Brazil
Germany v Australia
(Matches to be played from
April 7-9)

Diego hack on soccering track!

HAVANA, Feb 7: Overweight,
unshaven, sporting dark

glasses and hair dyed orange-

slond, Argentine soccer idol
Diego Maradona trotted onto a
cup linal pitch on Sunday — but
as an ailing guest celebrity
rather than as a player, reports
Reulers.

The 39-year-old star kicked
ofl the national soccer champi-
onship final Iin communist-
ruled Cuba, where he has been
under treatment for cocaine-
addiction since Jan. 18.

"I am very proud to be here in
this stadium and to be able to
enjoy this Cuban soccer final,"
Maradona, wearing shorts,
tennis shoes and a blue sports
shirt told reporters before punt-
ing the ball into the air with his
right foot.

“Accompanied t:; his father,
he then watched the local cup
final in which Pinar del Rio
beat Havana City 2-1, :

Maradona, once one of the
greatest attacking players in
soccer who lelt defenders wal-
lowing in his wake with pulsin

bursts of speed and deft bal

skills,
shape.
gﬁtwin_ gum and burdened

looked badly oul ol

| with a bulging belly, he could

manage little more than a
shambling. shuflling run when
he appeared on the pitch of Ha-
vana's Pedro Marrero stadium.

He failed to escape a horde ol

journalists, photographers and

camera crews who mobbed him
rom the moment he set foot in
the stadium, where he was
greeted with a roar from several
thousand Cuban fans,
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It was a rare public appear-

ance for Maradona, who had
checked into an exclusive stale-
run Cuban hefglhh comp:::x on
the outskirts ol Havana

three weeks ago, suffering from
hypertension and an irregular
heart beat.

The former Argentine team
caplain is an admirer of Cuban
President Fidel Castro who has
visited him at his hotel.

Last Friday, he announced
he was willing to lend his
tise to help the development of
soccer in Cuba, where
is the main national sport.

“The baseball people are go-
‘ing to throw balls at me, but |
want soceer to become the num-

ber ane sport in Cuba and we &
can achieve that between us

all,” he told Cuban sports offi-

cials and soccer players in Ha-

Vala.

At the same Friday meeting,
he said he would like to start

Pla}'ing again bul was §

my heart
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