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A model presents a red cashmere cardigan over a light
blue silk blouse and a wool tartan plaid skirt during the
Tommy Hilfiger fashion show on Sunday in New York. The
show 1s part of the Fashion Week Fall 2000 Collections

which continues through 11 February.

— AFP photo

‘Wahid fully trusts Wiranto

JAKARTA, Feb 7: Indonesian
President Abdurrahman Wahid
said he was sure a coup would
not be staged by cabinet
minister and former military
chief General Wiranto, who is
refusing orders to resign, local
newspapers said today, reports
Reuters.

They quoted Wahid, touring
Europe, as telling a gathering of
Indonesians in Italy that
Wiranto had saved his and Vice
President Megawati Sukarmop-
utri's lives when they were op-
position figures under former
President Suharto’s rule.

1 trust Wiranto,”
said.

He said the general. then
head of the Kostrad strategic re-
serve, called him in 1997 (o say

Wahid

he had received an order to
‘terminate” Wahid and
Megawati.

"Wiranto was told that the
order had come from the top.”
Wahid was quoted as saying.

“Wiranto said he checked
with Suharto about the order,
and Suharto said he never gave
it.”

Wahid last week ordered
Wiranto to resign from his
cabinet post of co-ordinating
minister for political and secu-
rity affairs. after an official in-
vestigation into last year's vio-
lence in East Timor implicated*
the former military chief.

But a defiant Wiranto ap-
pears ready to hang on to his

post until Wahid returns from |

his overseas tour February 13.
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Russian FM to visit N Korea:

Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov will visit North Korea
this week to sign a new [riendship treaty between Moscow and
Pyongyang to replace their Cold War pact in the first such trip
in 10 years, oflicials said Monday, AFP reports from Seoul.

The February

9 to 10 trip is aimed largely at inking the new

lrealy to supersede a 1961 one signed between North Korea and

the

ormer Soviet Union in 1961, which included a mutual

delense pact between the communist allies.

Reagan marks 89th birthday:

Admirers of Ronald Reagan held a giant party in honour of his
89th birthday Sunday. while the former US president
reportedly spent the day at home quietly with family members
in California, AFP reports from Washington.

US media reported that thousands of Reagan fans
tribute at the Ronald Reagan presidential li

estivities included a car show.

Valley, California, where

aid

rary in Simi

barbecue, and live country and western music. Reagan, the

oldest of four surviving for US presidents, was dia

gnosed in

1994 as having Alzheimer's disease, and reportedly is in the
latter stages of the deadly, progressive ailment.
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Presidential poll begins in Croatia:
Voting started yesterday in Croatia’s presidential run-off to find
a successor to Franjo Tudjman, with pre-election opinion pd'ls
predicting victory for maverick centrist Stipe Mesic over his risal
Drazen Budisa, reports Reuters from Zagreb.

Both men have vowed to turn their backs on Tudjman's
hardline. nationalist policies. They have also promised to stop in-

terfering in the affairs of nei

| ghbourin
closer to the European Union and NA
Croatia will stay open between 7:00 am (060

Bosnia and move Croatia
. Polling stations around
GMT) and 7:00

pm (1800 GMT), with first official results not due until around
midnight GMT.

A man rides a vintage bicycle
steps in Rome on Sunday during the "Sundays on foot"
initiative that banned cars from the historic centres of
Italy’s cities. Some 150 Italian cities took part in the
initiative aimed at reducing the record pollution levels
registered in Italy in recent months.

as people walk on Spanish

GAZA CITY, Feb 7: A senior
Palestinian official said toda
that all contacts with Israe
aimed al drawing up a peace ac-
cord had been f(rozen, com-
plaining that Israel had not re-
spected its commitments under
srcned agreements, reports
AFP.

"Our position now is no
meetings, no communication or
any bilateral actions,” said
Palestinian cabinet secretary-
general Ahmad Abdel Rahman.

“The Israell-Palestinian ne-
gotiations are (rozen now be-
cause of Israel's lack of respect
on all their obligations and
dates.” he told AFP.

A meeting between Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators due
to have been held on Sunday ‘to

_ ' Palestinians freeze all
- contacts with Israel

push forward efforts to finalise
a draft peace accord by a mid-
February deadline was called
off following a failed summit
between Israeli Pritne Minister
Ehud Barak and Palestinian
l;eader Yasser Arafat on Thurs-

ay.

The Palestinians declared a
crisis after the summit broke
down, saying Arafat was furious
that they.were not consulted
about maps outlining a delayed
troop withdrawal from 6.1 per
cent of the West Bank, approved
by the Israeli cabinet last week.

Israel sald it was not obliged
to confer with the Palestinians
about which parcels of land it
hands over, and has moved to
downplay the crisis.

“The Israell side doesn't
show that there {s any crisis,
but there Is a crisis like there
has not been before,” Abdel
Rahman said.

"Barak Is playing with the
dates, so talks are frozen until
the Israeli side fulfils its obli-
gations and there is real inter-
national coordination in the
talks.”

Palestinians have called for
an increased US mediating role,
but Israel has said It wants to
keep talks on a bilateral level.

1)S Middle East envoy Den-
n‘ 1<, sald on Sunday follow-
ing « mec=ting with negotiators
almed at breaking the deadlock
that the United States believes
the two sides should work out
their differences in direct talks.
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fence at Stansted as the hijacked

Afghanistan Ariana aircraft (R/background) waits by a airport hanger yesterday, as day
breaks over Stansted airport, 40 miles north of London.

Hundreds of Chechen rebels
killed: Russian report

Operation in Grozny over: Putin

MOSCOW, Feb 7: Russian
news reports today said gov-
ernment troops had killed hun-
dreds of Chechen rebels trying
to reach the southern moun-
tains over the weekend, reports
AFP.

An NTV television corre-
spondent said from Grozny that
147 Chechen bodies had been
found on a battlefield just
southwest of the separatist cap-
ital.

The report said local resi-
dents had buried the bodies of
another 160 fighters. The
clashes were recorded between
the villages of Shami-Yurt and
Katyr-Yurt.

he Interfax news agency
meanwhile cited "preliminary
reports” from the Russian mili-
tary as saying that 100
Chechens had been killed in
last 24 hours.

That report failed to specify
where the fighting was
recorded. There was no mention
of Russian casualties.

The separatist Chechen force
is estimated at between 5,000
and 8.000 people. A large grou
protecting Grozny broke out o
the rebel capital last week.

It carried heavy casualties
and the Russians have been try-
ing to eliminate the rest before
they reach the southern moun-
tains, where the rebels success-
fully regrouped during the 1994-
96 war.

How quickly the resistance
is eliminated carries heavy po-
litical implications in Moscow.
Acting President Vladimir

Putting stands for election on
March 26 and his popularily is
largely dependent on the war's
outcome.

On Sunday Russians ralsed
their llag over Grozny as acting
President Vliadimir Putin de-
clared that the operation to lib-
erate the destroyed Chechen
capital was over,

Depleted Chechen [orces
were meanwhile struggling un-
der fierce bombing to maintain
control of a corridor leading
from the west of the city to
mountain strongholds.

"“The liberation operation (in
Grozny) is finished."” Putin said
on television.

"The last pockel of resist nce
in Grozny, the Zavods] yyi
district, has been cleared. The
Russian flag has been raised on
one of the administrative
buildings."

Russian bombing of Grozny
from the air, which began on
September 23, ended on Sun-
day, RTR television reported.

Russian shelling was target-
ing the region around the vil-
lages of Alkhan-Kala, Zakan-
Yurt, Shaami-Yurt, Katry-Yurt
and Achkoi-Martan. between
20 and 30 km southwest of the
capital of the breakaway repub-
lic, an AFP correspondent re-
ported.

Chechen rebels were driven
out of the capital last week after
several months of aerial bom-
bardment and a massive ground
attack on the capital that began
mid-January.

Rebel sources said Sunday

that almost all their fighters
had evacuated Grozny in a pull-
back to refuges in the soutnern
mountains, adding that he
Russian strikes had caused
malinly civilian casualties.

The last of the Chechen
fighters in Grozny were with-
drawing, the sources said,
leaving [.i)ehind only about 200
men and many mines, the
cleanup of which caused the
Russians to take precautions
which delayed the official an-
nouncement of the city's cap-
ture.

Grozny was as much a sym-
bolic target as a strategic one
for both sides, with Chechen
president Aslan Maskadov urg-
in%his fighters to hold out until
February 23, the anniversary of
Stalin's mass deportation of
Chechens in 1944.

Russian military comman-
ders proclaimed victory in the
capital Thursday, while De-
fence Minister Igor Sergeyev re-
ported that a "brilliant” Russian
ploy of trapping and Kkilling
rebels fleeing the city had «ost
the lives of 1,500 Checnen
rebels,

He said the rebels left on a
road that appeared to lead to
freedom, but which in fact
ended in a minefield where they
also came under artillery and
machine-gun fire.

Russian Foreign Affairs
Minister Igor Ivanov on Thurs-
day said the situation in Grozny
marks "a turning point whicl‘;
opens the way" for the end of the
war.

.

Finland elects
first woman
president

HELSINKI, Feb 7: Finns have
elected a single mother and
former leftist radical as Fin-
land's first woman president in
a cliffhanger election in which
politics played second fiddle to
women power, reports Reuters.

Foreign Minister Tarja
Halonen won 51.6 per centl of
the vote to 48.4 per cent for her
male Centrist opponent, former
Prime Minister Esko Aho,
ending eight decades of male
monopoly on the country's
highest office on Sunday.

“This Is women power and a
sign that politics did not mat-
ter,” said Eero lloniemi, a lib-
eral cornmentator.

Halonen, a Social Democrat,
told jubilant supporters her
election would be a boost for
gender equality, already well
advanced in this egalitarian
Nordic nation.

"I think this will encourage
women .... by showing that a
man or a woman can equally
well make it in any office,” she
said.

Finnish women were among
the lirst in the world to win the
right to vote at the start of the
20th century. Most of them
work, earn nearly as much as

men and occupy over a third of

200 seats in parliament and
several cabinet posts.

Halonen has vowed to con-
tinue the main tenets of her
predecessor's loreign policy
platform of close cooperation
with Finland's EU partners and
Lhe United States.

A human rights activist, she
has strongly backed the Euro-
pcan Union's political sanc-
tions against Ausltria,
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Mexican police take B

control of university

Hundreds of students arrested

MEXICO CITY, Feb 7: Mexi-
can police wrested control of
the country's largest university
from student protestess Sun-
day, quelling protests that have
kept the institution's doors
shuttered for almost 10
months, reports AFP.

Some 2,200 police moved
into the National Autonomous

University (UNAM), arresting -

more than 600 student activists
in a surprise early morning
raid.

While school officials wel-
comed the restoration of order
they expressed concern for the
fates of the students who insti-
gated the protests,

The university's rector. Juan
de la Fuente, called on authori-
ties to release the detained stu-
dents and to respect their civil
rights.

“The authorities should im-
mediately and unconditionally

release all members of the uni-
versily who may have been ar-
rested without having commit-
ted an offence,” de la Fuente
said in a televised broadcast.

"Those detained for offences
which make them liable for
prosecution should be treated
with leniency,” he added.

De la Fuente also called on
Mexico's official National Hu-
man Rights Commission to
"scrupulously monitor” the sit-
uation.

President Ernesto Zedillo
sald in a televised speech Sun-
day that he authorised the four-
hour police raid, insisting that
“Impeccable legal procedure”
had been followed.

The massive police deploy-
ment onto the sprawling cam-
pus in the south of Mexico City
took place at around 6:00 a.m.
(1800 BST) Sunday, under cover
of darkness.

Armed with batons and full
riot gear in some cases, police
swarmed onto the UNAM
grounds, removing student-
erected barricades and safe-
guarding the main university
administration building.

Television news reports
showed some students, includ-
ing student leader Alejandro
Echevarria, being bused off the
campus,

It was the first time that po-
lice had entered UNAM since
October 1968, when anti-gov-
ernment protests by left-wing
activists were repressed Dby
troops opening fire on demon-
strators in the city's Tlatelolco
square, killing some 300 people.

The strike began on April 20,
1999, mainly to protest plans to
introduce tuition fees in the

ublic university which has
een virtually free.

be a millionaire?
Conventional wisdom says
it's the students who get good
grades and go Lo elite universi-
ties. Or maybe it's the children

born into wealthy families with

brilliant connections, reports
AP

Neither is typical, says
Thomas J. Stanley, who sur-
veyed 1.300 millionaires in the
United States for his new book,
"The Millionaire Mind." due out
Monday.

The average millionaire’'s
tesl scores as a student were not
good enough for them to get into
many topnotch universities,
and once at university, they
didn't excel, Stanley says. In
fact, most millionaires say they
were told they were not intellec-
lually gifted, not smart enough
to succeed

1 find no correlation be
tween SAT scores, grade point

averages and economic
achievement. None,” Stanley
said. "Admittedly, there are

some very bright people in the
data. but not many.”

Instead of relying on natural
genius, millionaires choose ca
reers that match their abilities
Stanley said. They may nol
have great analytic intelli
gence, but they are creative and
practical. They focus on a goal
take calculated risks and then
work harder than most people

it's a lesson Stanley has

taken to heart. The author. who

lives in Atlanta, has gotten rich
himself by writing about the
rich

For years he was a market-

| ing professor at Georgia State

University. He wrote three text-
books about marketing to
wealthy people and_gave semi

nars around the country. But he

Making of a millionaire

ATLANTA, Feb 7: Who gets 10

— AFP photo

felt like he was on a treadmill
going nowhere.

So he took time off Lo write
what he calls "the home-run
book.” "The Millionaire Next
Door,” written with researcher
Williamm D. Danko of Albany,
New York, and published in
1996. It has been on The New
York Times Best Sellers list for
more than 150 weeks.

In "The Millionaire Mind."
Stanley studied even richer
millionaire — the top 1 per cent
ol households. These le had
an average net worth of dirs 9.2
million and earned dlirs
749,000 a year.

The average multimillion-
aire in Stanley's study is a 54-
yvear-old man, married to the
same woman for 28 years, with
three children. Nearly half are
business owners or senior cor-
porate executives,

And almost none of them
credit their success to being
stnart. They say the keys (o suc-
cess are being honest and disci-
plined, getting along with peo-
ple having a sapportive spouse
and working hard.

Somehow they figured out
what they were good at,” Stan-
ley said. "They all said, "T'll be
the best at this. This is what |
really, really love to do.”

One of his case studies is

Donald Sonnef, the 64-year-old
head of southern Bloomer
Manufacturing Co in Bristol.
Tennessee. Sonner's only edu-
cation was a single year of high
school, but we was a million-
aire by the time he was 24.
How? His company takes

scrap cloth and makes under-
wear for prisons and gun-clean-

ing palches. He got rich by
working hard and capitalising
on an idea no one else had.

Stanley said.
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Relatives of students of the National Autonomous University of Mexico . NAM) protest

Lt

before a police barricade on Sunday in Mexico City where students had iaid siege to the

month strike by students opposed to a hike in tuition fee.

educational facility. The authorities took the control of the UNAM after an almost 10

— AFP photo

Obuchi may favour early polls

TOKYO, Feb 7: Japan's ruling
coalition has tiptoed towards a
compromise with the opposi-
tion over its parllamentary
boycott as it basks in local elec-
tion wins that look to have
strengthened its hand and may
hasten a general election, re-
ports Reuters,

The victory of candidates
backed by Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi In local elections on
Sunday was seen as a vote of
confidence in the three-party
government which may give it
more leeway in the timing of
Lower House clections that
must be held no later than Oc-
tober, |

Voters in the western prefec-
ture of Osaka selected Fusae Ota
as Japan's first woman gover-

nor, while the ancient capital of

Kyoto voted in the government's
pick for mayor,

The Osaka poll in particular
had been seen as a test of the
g:}pularity of Obuchi's Liberal

emocratic Party and his coall-
tion partners, locked in a bitter
feud with the opposition over
the government's handling of
an electoral reform bill.

Obuchi had been thought to
favour delaying an election un-
til after Japan hosts the Group

of Elght summit in July, but the

weekend’'s electoral success
means he may now opt for an
earller date, analysts said. Th

sald the option of an April poll,
alter the government's mam-
moth budget aimed at cement-
ing a Iraglle economic recovery
is passed, could now gain
favour. "“If elections are held
rtgihl after the budget asses, the
ruling party will be able to ad-
vertise the steps they have

taken to improve the economy,”
sald Shingo Fukushima, a po-
litical sclence professor at
Tokyo's Senshu University.

"Voters are chmslnﬁ candi-
dates based only on what they
see right in front of them and
are casting votes in favour of
improving the economy more
than anything else.”

Obuchi's other headache, a
10-day boycott of parliament by
opposition parties, also ap-
peared Lo be easing after signs
emerged over the weekend that
the government and opposition
were seeking a compromise,

Observers sald both sides
seemed eager to reach solution
by Wednesday, when a ques-
tion-and-answer session mod-
elled on Britain's prime minis-
ter's question time is schedule,

Chopper crash
kills 30 in
Angola

LUANDA, Feb 7: At least 30
people were killed when an An-
golan army helicopter crashed
al the weekend in the southern
province ol Hulla, Angolan me-
dia reported today, says AFP.

Twelve people including crew
members, survived the crash,
the Catholie radio station Ec-
clesia reported.

The helicopter hit the ground
soon after it took off from the
alr base al the province's main
town Lubango on Saturday for

a flight to Luanda, The cause of

the accident was not immedi-
ately known.

The main opposition Demo-
cratic Party appeared ready to
break the stalemate on condi-
tion the ruling coalition set
aside enough time to discuss the
budget and other bills. The boy-
cott was triggered by the gov-
ernment’'s decision use {ts ma-
jority to ram a seat-cutting bill
through parliament. The oppo-
sition says the cut favours big-
ger parties.

emocratic Paray leader
Yukio Hatoyama said on Sun-
day that his party would stop
pressing for early elections if
parliamentary business re-
turned to normal. Chief gov-
ernment spokesman Mikio
Aokl said today it was possible
that some of the opposition's
demands could be met.

The opposition Is seen as in-
creasingly eager to end the
stand-oll In case voters start
blaming it for disrupting the
passage of the budget and jeop-
ardising the economic recovery,

"Il the boycolt continues
much longer, voters will lay
most ol the blame on the oppo-
sition, severely weakening
them ahead of the election,”
sald Susumu Takahashi, a po-
litical sclence professor at
Tokyo University.

“}{‘hcy will probably make
some kind of backroom agree-
ment — the government will
promise elections after the bud-
gel passes If the opposition

oesn't give it trouble on that."

Allhuuﬁh it had been widely
thought the government would
walt until after the G8 summit
in Okinawa burnished Its im-
age, most analysts said the re-
wards of waﬂlng that long
would be slight.

Hillary launches
NY Senate bid

PURCHASE, New York, Feb
7: First Lady Hillary Clinton
formally launched her un-
recedented candidacy for the
S Senate on Sunday, kicking
off what promises to be a hard-
fought battle with likely rival
New York Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani, reports AFP.

"l am honoured today to an-

| nounce my candidacy for the

United States Senate from New
York,” Clinton told the crowd
gathered here, which burst into
applause and chanted her
name.

Hundreds of Democrats and
riends gathered at a gymna
sium on the Purchase campus ol
the State Unliversity of New
York, 60 km north of New York
City and not far from the resi-
dential suburb of Chappaqua,
where the Clintons recently
bought a house.

Clinton made " the an-
nouncement before a forest of
microphones and cameras and
with her husband Bill and
daughter Chelsea nearby on the
stage.

During her 30-minulte
speech, preceded by an 18-
minute biographical film, Clin-
ton set out her stance on the is-
sues that she will present to
valers.

"I may be new to the neigh-
bourhood, but I'm nol new (o

our concerns,” Clinton told
ier audience, whom she ad-
dressed as "lellow New Yorkers."

"Politics is the art of making
possible what npfu‘nrs to be im-
possible,” she sald. "We can do
what seems impossible (I we
have the vision, the passion

| and the will to do it together.”

EgyptAir ‘devils’ behind
the Flight 990 crash

Asylum-seeking pilot says

CAIRO, Feb 7: An asylum-
seeking EgyptAir pilot has pro-
vided British authorities with a
detailed report on reasons be-
hind last October's plane crash
alter accusing "devils” within
senior airline ranks of being
behind the disaster, papers re-
ported Monday. reports AFP.

Hamdi Hanafi Taha, who
has been portrayed here as a
Muslim with "fundamentalist
ideas.” flew an EgyptAir Airbus
into Heathrow airport, London
on Friday where he lodged an
application for asylum, col-
leagues sald.

During that flight he mes-
saged air traffic controllers
saying he wanted to meet FBI
agents and representatives ol
the US National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB) "to
stop all lies about the disaster.”
Egyptian government and inde-
pendent newspapers reported
Monday.

The NTSB, with the help of
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, has been !t*ndi_nl.g the in-
quiry into the fate of EgyptAir
Flight 990 which plunged into
the Atlantic off the US coast on
October 31, killing all 217 on
board.

The government daily Al-
Akhbar meanwhile quoted
EgyptAir chairman Mo-
hammed Fahim Rayyan as say-
ing the airline was studying
Taha's statements “to see how
damaging they have been” to the
company.

Addressing his telegram (o
aviation authorities and “all

| honest airmen,” Taha accused

Rayyan and other senior air-
line officials of killing the pas-
sengers and crew.

“The bloody Killer is chair-
man of MSR {(EgyptAir) Rayyan
and his devils,” Taha wrote in
the wire, coples of which were
published in several Egyptian
newspapers including the gov-
ernment Al-Ahram and the
state-owned Al-Gomhuriya.

Prominent Islamic lawyer
Muntasser Zayvat told AFP
Sunday that Taha, 49, is a man
of "Islamic culture with funda-
mentalist ideas.” who had
challenged airline policy al-
though he had no links to any
subversive groups.

Al-Ahram and Al-
Gomhuriya also reported® that
Taha had presented a 16-page
report to British authorities on
the airline's alleged failings
which he says contributed (o
the Boeing 767 crash ofl the
United States coast last Octo-
ber.

But neither paper gave de-
tails of the accusations levelled
against the alrline. :

Among six other senlor
Egyptian aviation offictals
listed as responsible for the
crash in Taha's telegram were
EgyptAir's vice president for
operations Hassan Musharrafa
and Civil Aviation Authorily
chief Abdel Fatiah Kato.

Egypt's pilots’ union also
held an emergency meeting late
Sunday to discuss Taha's
charges. which they said had
"seriously damaged their I
tation,” Al-Gomhuriva added.




