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BNP MPs to E l % 4 Ekushey fair
stage token naCt aw to . 13 new books
: E & hit stalls
- hunger strike b an tob acco i | Bl of dicit s

cultivation,
HC asks govt

By Staff Correspondent

tion of the Tobacco Control Act | |
1988 and introduction of a law : & 3 —-
to ban all kinds of advertise- - P e
ment of tobacco products. Nur : : 1

Mohammad's petition chal-
lenged advertisement of Gold
Leaf Voyage of Discovery.

the Bangla Academ remises
By Staff Correspondent g y
l a £ "
Opposition MPs will observe _}fi ;,r ;’;L‘Ig the second day of the

simultaneously a nine-hour to-
ken hunger strike and sit-in
demonstration today to protest
the unilateral passage of
“repressive and anti-constitu-

tional® Public Safety Act.

The lawmakers led by Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
and BNP chief Khaleda Zia will
begin fasting at 8 a.m. at Paltan
Maidan and continue till Spm.

Sources sald more than 100
BNP MPs will take part in the
hunger strike while the non-MP
leaders and the activists will at-
tend the sit-in programme.

Thirteen new books came to
the book stalls till yesterday af-
ternoon. It included Humayun
Ahmed's "Premer Galpo” and
‘Shei Hatira Urte Pare” by
Mohsin Hossain.

The book stall of Alliance
Francaise on the ‘Shishu Mela'

Ermmsea was almost emptied
y the evening. The stall was
selling collections of French
poems In Bangla and some
other translated books of
French writers at reduced rate.
This year the fair has been

The High Court yesterday
ordered the government to en-
act a law to ban tobacco culti-
vation and production In
phases.

Prior to enactment of such a
law, the government has to in-

led by
shad were undecided until last
night whether to join the fast-

However, Jatiya Party MPs
party chairman HM Er-

See Page 12Col 1

Remove confusion

among people
over PSA, PM

asks ministers
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday asked her

troduce another law to stop all
sorts of advertisement ‘of to-
bacco products, the HC order
said. :

Besides, the court declared
that the promotional adver-
tisement OFGDId Leal Voyage of
Discovery was clear violation

of existing law of the land.
A Hi Court Bench com-
prising Justice Mohammad Fa-

zlul Karim and Justice Abdul
Wahhab Mia yesterday passed
the orders in a single judgement
on two writ petitions.

One of the petitions was filed
by National Professor Nurul
[slam on behalf of Adhunik, an

Barrister Omar Sadat moved
the petition on behalf of Adhu-
nik. The other petition was
moved by barristers Amirul Is-
lam and Tania Amir.

Barrister Nazmul Huda and

Deputy Attorney General
Obaidur Rahman Mustafa op-
posed the petitions on behalf of

{he British American Tobacco
Company and the government
respectively.

Omar Sadat. argued that un-
der Sections 3(1) and 3(2) of the
Tobacco Control Act 1988, it is
mandatory that advertisements
and packets of tobacco products
will contain the statutory

announced free of polythene
and smoking. Stall owners were
seen using paper for wrappin
books, but fnpumber of cﬁﬁcrg
used polythene bags.

Meanwhile, Information
Ministry and its different direc-
torates and departments have
drawn up elaborate pro-
grammes (o observe the ‘Amar
Ekushey' as International
Mother Language Day.

The programmes were ap-
proved at a meeting yesterday at
the conference room of the min-
istry with State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed in
the chair.

Cabinet colleagues to go to the
people to ‘remove confusion
over the contents’ of the re-
cently enacted Public Safety
(Special Provision) Act.

The PM gave the directive at
the end ol a short Cabinet meet-
ing, a minister who attended
the meeung told The Daily Star.

The Cabinet was scheduled
to consider an Environment
Ministry proposal for extend-
i ing the ban on cutling trees in
L public forests till 2005. But the
ministry eventually withdrew
the proposal. Felling of trees in

ubﬁ'c forests is banned till

warning, - Tobacco is injurious
for health”.

The statutory warning shall
be audible in advertisements
and clearly visible on substan-
tial parts of the packets. But the

See Page 12 Col 6

Blast at BNP office
5 days over, none

anti-smoking organization.
The other was filed by Nur Mo-
hammad and some others on
behalf of the Bangladesh Anti-
Drug Federation of NGOs.

urul Islam prayed for an
order for appropriate applica-

Bangladesh Television and
Betar have been airing different
programmes on Amar Ekushey
since first of this month. Be-
sides, TV and Betar will arrange

See Page 12 Col 2

A sequence from Merudander Lorai presented by Natyachakra yesterday on the Central Shaheed Minar premises as part
| of the National Street Drama Festival 2000 organised by Bangladesh Group Theatre. —Star photo

Bangabandhu Murder Case ~

HC bench refuses again

Women Repression Act

President urged
to ‘reconsider’
some clauses

| HC contempt rule
on IGP, SP ot

Kushtia

|  The High Court yesterday is-
sued a contempt rule upon AYB

*
]

The Cabinet members ob-

served that the agitating oppo-
sition was out to tarnish the
image of the

government by

f 7propagath1g that the PSA was a

claiming the body

By Staff Correspondent

The body of the victim who

lice commissioner also had
claimed that relatives of the

Siddiqui, Inspector General of
Police and Amzad Hossain, Su-
perintendent of Police of Kush-
tia District to show cause as 10
why they would not be liable
and punished for contempt of

to take up death ref

For a second consecutive
day, a High Court bench yester-

ther was assassinated, along
with most members of his fam-

approached the other criminal
clivision bench comprising Jus-

By Staff Correspondent

Sammililo Nari Samaj
[SNS) yesterday urged the Pres-
ident 1o reconsider some of the
important clauses of the pro-

See Page 12 Col 5 died during the bomb blast at court proceeding, reports BSS. ilv. in A t 1975, tice Mohammad Ruhul Amin | posed Women and Children Re-
izt the BNP central office at Naye - victim were inf d and that : ~ .day refused to take 11p the death y, In August | _ _ nmad __ = b eyt :
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Article
The West’s

Coming Clash
With Islam?

Column: Perspectives
by Brig (Rtd) M Azdul

Paltan m the city on February 3
is yet to be claimed even five
days after the incident.

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) sources said two
gou.n% men came at the hospital

ut they could not identify the
victim. The body has been kept
in the hospital mortuary on
special police recommendation.

Usually, an unidentified
body is not kept beyond 72
hours at the DMCH: it is handed
over to Anjuman-e-Mafidul Is-
lam for burial, the sources said.

Police had earlier identified

than 72 hours to hand over the
body to Anjuman-e-Mafidul Is-
lam.

Police so far arrested 12 peo-
ple for their alleged involve-
ment with the bomb explosion
in the BNP office. All includin
the three who made judicia
statement were sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail yesterday.

Meanwhile, our court corre-
spondent adds: Rizvi, an atten-
dant at the BNP central office
and one of the accused in the
bomb blast case, made a judi-

ing Justice Mohammad Gholam
Rabbani and Justice Moham-
mad Latifur Rahman also asked
them to be present in person be-
fore this court at .10.30 AM on
April 3.

The court issued the rule on a
contempt petition filed by Idris
‘Ali, one of the owners of the
land of Mouza Mazampur and
Harekrishnapur of Kushtia Dis-
trict. The petition was moved by
Advocate Hasan Foez Siddiqui.

The fact of the case is that
the government acquired 14.54
acres ol land at Mouza Mazam-

‘Advocate Serajul

Murder Case citing time con
straint, reports UNB.

Chief Prosecutor of the case
Huq along
with Attorney Generai Mah-
mudul Islam moved to the court
of Justice Nurul Islam and Jus-
tice Montazuddin Ahmed yes-
terday morning.

“This is a motion bench and
we can't give time." the court
said.

Earlier on Sunday, repeated
attempts of the prosecution
counsel to fix a date for hear-

Ruhul Amin and Justice Mo-
hammad Abdul Matin, the HC
division bench that deals with
such cases refused to give date
on Sunday also on similar
ground.

We are hearing the cases of

1996 ... the prosecution counsel
should wait until the serial
comes, the judges told the gov-
ernment’s pleaders.

The District and Sessions’
Judge gave the judgement in the
Mujib murder case on Novem-
ber 8, 1999, and reference to the

Their plea for lixing a date
for hearings was also turned
dowti. The court expressed its
inability to take up the case
saying since there is a special
bench constituted for hearing
the death reference cases, the
Attorney General should try to
get the hearing date fixed in
that court

Earlier on reopening the
Supreme Court after the Eid va-
cation, Advocate Anisul Haq
took the case with a division
bench comprising Justice Kazi

! Act are violate

Some clauses of the proposed
women s fun-
damental rights, it said in a
statement.

[t also urged the government
to scrap the Public Safety Act

The statement signed by Dr
Naila Khan. Joint-co-ordinator
of SNS said, to curb repression
on women and children, what is
needed is to update criminal
laws

The SNS said that in 1998, it
had proposed a "complete and
comprehensive law” to prevent
repression on women and chil-
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e, sl ; b & ed death sentence on 15 As the first attempt by Advo-  ability to take up the case for it N TR
Saha Street4n the Old City. But  terday. district jail. Later, the govern- | POunced ¢ - ; LB changed from what it was in
they could not provide other Rizvi said he went to bed at ment established the Kushtia | former army oflicers for killing cale Anisul Haq on Sunday hearings. 1860 it said
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Strategy of economic

Bangladesh remains a
hot spot for piracy

Clinton’s proposed
2001 budget forecasts
slower US growth

Pages 6,7 & 8

Prayer Timings

till yesterday.
The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-

woke up at about 2:30 a.m. after
See Page 12 Col 4

Mouza but since then the said
See page 11 col 8

Rahman failed.
The country's founding fa-

and Altorney General
mudul Islam also on the day

other benches.” Advocate Sera-
jul Hugq told UNB.

Japanese companlies are
showing keen interest to invest
in the energy sector in a big way
at a time when interest of in-
ternational oil companies is
the country,

sentative from leading oll com-
panies, trading companies and
the Japan Bank for Interna-
tional Co-operation (JBIC)

By Sharier Khan

ing in the “Ring Main Gas Line”
of Titas Gas around Dhaka city.

The integrated plant would
include at least a 300 MW power
plant. They seek involvement
in laying at least 180 km gas

these projects

Petrobangla.
The Japanese companies

think it is the right time to

along with

need of large scale investment

sl o
.
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in the energy sector. But the
World Bank - led donors kept
their doors closed for this sec-

tor for over a decade. That is
why the Japanese investors
along with bank representa-
tives came to Bangladesh.
“They have been watching

Bangladesh is genulne and it
will certainly help us,” the
source observed.

The Japanese investors also

Marubeni, the Japanese
company which was involved
in setting up Kafco, recently

See page 11 ool 6

today

By Shehab Ahmed

An advance 'site survey
team' from the United States is

arriving in the city today in

connection with President Bill
Clinton’s forthcoming visit to

city where President Clinton is
likely to stay or attend public
functions. These include state
guest house Jamuna, Banga-

civic reception, for which three
sites are being considered.
These are the Bangabandhu Na-

See page 11 col B

in agenda: BGMEA

By Rafiq Hasan

The BGMEA has urged the
sovernment to use its good of-
ices for getting a 'positive an-
nouncement' regarding increas-
ing garments exporl quota to

A BGMEA delegation led by
its President Anisur Rahman
Sinha (BGMEA) met the com-
merce secretary yesterday -and
requested him to include the is-

Rahman to take steps to send a
ng with the
efore Clin-

delegation for lobb
US government
ton’s visit.

The BGMEA also requested

the secretary to urge the
Bangladesh embassy in Wash-
ington to take proper initiative
for increasing Bangladesh's
quota by at least 30 per cent.

any proposal from his ministry
to include the issue in the
agenda for talks during Clin-
ton's visit.

Bangladesh enjoys quote fa

the meeting, sources said.
He said BGMEA has been
lobbying on it own initiative,

See Page 12 Col 1

{ the law tantamount to viola-

tion of the human rights of
WOIICET

develapment: o' B - I The Act is contrary to the
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o Japanese companies now keen | Clinton’s visi

Page 5 US 'site survey | Include garments quota | <« <o i e law o the

7 t 3 m ! . c e g q | land. but “safe custody”™ had

Business tO.]IlVES 11 energy sector team' arrives betn mae ietal throuth the

new law
against women's human rights.

Cop stabbed to

death 1in city
By Staff Correspondent

: declining in the energy sector scenario and | Bangladesh on March 25 X . ~ The cc 5 tarv in- ; R avilde T

] : / c uJ. us uring President Bill Clin- : 1€ commerce secreiary in A !)L‘hit € havilder was

DSE, CSE price sources said. pipﬂ“ﬂﬁ' in northern districts. are more or less aware of the Foreign h*“n[str}r sources ton's fﬂf"lhf‘ﬂlnl“g visit to formed the delegation that the stabbed to death in the !J:JI'L}L'H

quotations A high powered Japanese The investors have also pro- problems in working here. It | said the team is scheduled to in- Bangladesh foreign ministry was yet to seek | of the Civil Aviation Authority
delegation consisting ol repre- posed feasibility studies on seems, their interest in | gpect a number of places in the ' ‘ International

at Zia Airport
yesterday. _

Delwar Hossain, 42, son ol
the late Baddar Uddin. died al-
ter he was stabbed in the chest.

during a recent visit submitted come to Bangladesh, the sources inquired to Petrobangla | bandhu National Stadium, Na- | , _ cilities In garments expor! to | He belonged to Char Chandpur
Februar;YTB various proposals Lo Sai‘;l‘ whether there would be a third | tional Parade Square and the f:jisiEemieﬂg;gﬁ;laﬁ::r?;:iiil US and C:‘h‘mdn. BGMEA has of S.—]dar?)ur in the diSTI'll‘t of
_ .....___u,_!__,ﬁé’:@_ﬂ_ i Jamaat Petrobangla and Power Devel- They (Japanese delegation round oll and gas block bidding | [nternational Trade Fair site at US during the visit. been seeking at least 30 per cent Faridpur.
5-45 6-15 opment Board (PDB). ; members) sald they observed soon. They would like to invest Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. The team US President Bill Clinton is increase in the quota Hossain's body was found
1 704 1945 1-15 The companlies are inter- Involvement of American ofl in h dm'“““?“ exploration. leaves Dhaka tomorrow. scheduled to visit Bangladesh "“The issue is under discus- inside the CAAB garden around
e e 2— | ested in setting up a gas-based companies for the last few Thelr Investment may come I[f President Clinton agrees | o1 March 26 and hc,]ta talks  sion at the White House and at | 8:30 a.m
- ROST 415 | 430 | | integrated power and fertiliser years, and their continued stay through Yen credit. JBIC loans | to extend his visit by another with the Prime Minister the US State Department. The Police said the attack proba-
L Maghrib 255 | 558 plant at Sirajgany, Jaying a gas  in Bangladesh encouraged them and grants, the sources added. day, as proposed by Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina. US President could announce bly occurred between 10 p.m.
{ Esha 7-15 7-45 pipﬂ_inﬂ in northern districts  lo o e here,” sald a source. Tl now, _‘J“pﬂt1"f§° involve- he may stay the night at the The BGMEA delegation urged something positive, if he is ap- and 5 a.m., although the motive
. B ek < and in the Ashuganj-Rashidpur More importantly, they be- ment in the country’s gas sector | Jamuna state guest house. Commerce Secretary Golam proached properly during his behind the killing was still un-
L Source: Islamic Foundation l gas loopline system and invest- lleve that Bangladesh Is In dire is limited to Kafco., He is likelv to be accorded a ' & visit’, Sinha pointed out nhiring clear. 2

A case was filed with Can-
tonment police station in con-
nection with the attack. No ar-
rests have been made

KHULNA, Feb 7: Eight per-
sons were killed and 40 others
inljured in a road accident at
Khajura under Fakirhat thana,
20 kilometres off Khulna city at
about 1] am today.

Sixteen of the Injured were
admitted to Khulna Medical
College Hospital, two at Khal-
Ishpur clinic, two at Nargls
Memorial Clinle while the rest
at different clinics at Fakirhat
and Bagerhat town.

Onlr two of the dead have
been identifiled as Bakhtlar
Hossain Montu, 35, and
Mustalizur Rahman Janti, 27,

Both of them died on the
Japut. while six others suc-

tal, police doctors sald,
: ﬁ‘o;ordlm to police and eye-

| lKhulna Mﬁfgul College Hospl-

8 killed, 40 hurt as bﬁses
collide in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

witnesses, the accident took
place when a Mongla-bound
minibus from Khulna and a
Khulna-bound minibus from
Mongla collided and skidded off
into a roadside ditch at Khajura
on Khulna-Mongla highway.

It could not be ascertained If
drivers ol the buses are among
the dead.

Eyewitnesses said both the
minl buses were overloaded
with passengers.

Two more bodies were (den-
tifled later. They are Moham-
mad All Mirza, 38, Asstl Secu-
rity Ollicer of Mongla Port Au-
thority and Nurul Islam, 32, a
day labourer of Mongla Port,

See page 12 col 8

Opi)osition calls 5-day
hartal in Sylhgt

From Staff Correspondent oo

SYLHET, Feb 7: The All
Party Action Committee (Oppo-
sition), agltating here for
withdrawal of the names of the
halls and bulldings of the
Shahjalal University of Science
& Technology, has called a 4-
day hartal In Sylhet district
from February 14,

It was announced at a grand
rally at the Court Point in Syl-
het town this afternoon.

Earlier, the student wing of
the committee called for a day-
long hartal on February 13 to
press the same demand.

Former Finance Minister M
Salfur Rahman in his speech as
chief guest sald that the rulin

pledge, the AL has not scrapped

. | the Special Powers Act yet.

Rather, it eacted another in
the name of public safety law,
he said.

The ruling party did it only
to gain undue gencﬂt in the up-
coming elections. There IS no
need to pass new law, as extor-
tion and other offences can eas-
ily be rooted out by controlling
the goons within the ruling
party itself, Saifur added.

NB adds: Saifur Rahman
told the meeting that the oppo-
sition was not allowed to s?cnk
in Parlilament. The opposition
parties have been compelled to
opt for street movement.

"Had the Parliament been el-
fective, the movement Lo oppose

would not come to streets, The
See page 11 col 6

INg
national life,

Dhaka-1215 cumbed lo thelr Injurles In The death toll may rige fur- arty does not belleve in rule of naming of the halls and build- .
ther as five of the Injured ad- Faw.y’l‘huugh It was an election ings of Shahjalal University spread-out, remains unchanged at Tk 6.00.
mitted to KMCH are in a critical e . 4

Che Duily Star
Anniversary Supplement

Che Duily Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement tomorrow (February 9,
2000) to mark its entry into the Tenth Year of
publication. The Supplement which is de-
signed to focus on the first quarter of the new
millennium will carry scholarly writings about
the directions we need to take as well as
reports  of our own correspondents highlight-
some positive trends in specific areas of

The price of the 56-page Duily Star anniver-
sary issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page
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