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Waiting for the Change

‘tion to the current government
nelwork existing at other levels.
There are several common
issues in these (wo items which
need public attention.

It is a traditional pattern for
the regimes in the underdevel-
oped countries in the Third
World to provide the basic pub-
lic and utility services to the
communities, either free of
charge, or heavily subsidised,
for the simple reason that the
private sector was not adequate
enough to take on this national
burden. The overall picture had
some negative aspects: high sys-
tem loss, low efliciency and low
morale. poor standard of oper-
ation and maintenance of the
service, and pervasive corrup-
tion and malpractices due to
multiplicity in the fixation of
responsibility. hindered by a
centralised administration. In

some years. Therefore it is a
common sign in the poorer
countlries to see frequent foun-
dation-stone laying ceremonies
of a very large number of pro-

jects, many ol these dubious, in

the public sector. to earn more
advance goodwill than later ap-
probation. This culture contin-
ues unabated today, due to low
purchasing power and lack of
competition within the operat-
ing environment.

On the other hand, a careful
study of the statistics would re-
veal a pathetic situation in sev-
eral areas: (i) incomplete, ailing
or lingering projects: (ii} poor
performance:; (iil} inadequate
support services; (iv) lack of ad-
equate and needed infrastruc-
ture; {v) inadequacy of recurring
budget: and, (vi) corrupt prac-
tices in various forms. The
compliment "boltomless bas-

is changing, as these days the
private sector is becoming more
visible, and are capable of tak-
lng a part of the burden of pro-
viding a number of public ser-
vices at the basic and core levels
{subsidies are still required due
to the low purchasing power of
the economically-backward
clients).

One example is the power
and energy sector; and the other
the partial commercialisation
of some railway services, and
some relaxation in the aviation
sector. The railway is runnin
at a loss due to diversion o
faster business in the private
road transportation sector. The

rivate medical clinic network
as sprawled out rapidly, num-

bering in thousands, but the
problem is quantity vs quality,
which is b g the public reg-

ulators. Message: the govern-

tions, the present and future
role of the civil service has to be
carefully tailored. The civil
service is a secure service, hence
the resistance would be tough.
On the other hand, as the pri-
vate sector develops, there will
be brain drain from the civil
service, staring at the higher
and professional levels.

Static planning exercises ac-
cording to the standard books
are no longer valid in these
days of constantly changing pa-
ramelers, as now national
Elannlng is heavily influenced

y global trends. Currently
long-term effects of the impli-
cation of national projects are
more difficult to assess as the
variables are changing. The
government experls are aware
of the trends, but the analysis of
projects should be more reveal-
ing to the outsiders.

Making a Bid for Immortality!

Looking ahead to the new year is one thing, looking ahead to the rest of eternity is quite another. But that
is what 80 people in the world are doing — and they are prepared to put their money where their minds are.
Some of those trying to buy immortality talk to a Gemini News Service correspondent — who is herself
paying to have her body preserved for subsequent resurrection.

ARIA Camacho is hop-
ing to buy immortality
for herself. Or. to be pre-

cise immortality for her head.

The plan is that after her
death, her head will be pre-
served in a {reezing process. One
day. she hopes, when science
has advanced sufficiently to
complete the job, her head will
be delrosted and, with the
knowledge that will then exist,
her brain will be treated to en-
able it 10 live {orever.

Like most mothers, she is
even more ambitious when it
comes to her son. 16-year-old
Michael. She plans to have his
eéntire borly frozen.

The cost of this bid for eler-
nal life is about S80.000. She

pays an annual fee to one of

several companlies ollering cy-
ropics — the

required. she has also made the

company the beneficiary of her

Ie insurance policy.
"I wanl Lo see the future and

this is the only way to do it at
the moment.” she says in her
Her kitchen

London home.
walls are plastered with news-

Ppaper and magazine cullings

aboul cyronics.
Michael agrees: "I also want
10 go to the future, to be with my
mother and sisters because |
think that life is too short,
is jus! not enough time to
do many things.”
He proudly sports a bracelet
pravided by the company. It I8
aved with instructions
t how is body should be
dealt with in the event of his
th and gives the cornpany's
phone number, Instructions
Inelude “No autopsy or embalm-
: 'g;-bm that Wuﬁ'l. of course.
d on the nat%c of dcftlha.m
AN eslimated ”
ying for similar arrange-
| Most live in the United
where elients tend Lo be

-
Ll

process of freezing
bodies in liquid nitrogen. As Is

young professionals. computer

Maria Ciancia writes from London

scientists and biotechnolo-
gists . according o Brian, an-
other customer, who does not
warnl to give his full name. "ln
the UK.” on the other hand, "we
have a computer analyst, an
estate manager, a (inanclal ad-
viser, a retired engineer, a gar-
den centre sales adviser, a
1l:‘l-"l“;{‘huz- bodies of British cus-
(omers are frozen In England,
packed in Ice and llown 1o Arl-
7ona, where the final tempera-

a

ture drop to minus 196 degrees

centigrade takes place.

There Is one flaw In these
plans: freezing and resurrection
cannot at present be done,

“They are just hopmg for the
impossible, it cannot be done
now," says Dr David Pegg of the
tr{obiulugy unit at the Univer-
sily of York In Britain. "There
Is no sclentific basis that hu-
mans can be reborm... those who
are interested in this can gel so
wourngd up in thelr hopes. they
lose sight of this fact.”

Althou it Is possible to
freeze healthy Individual cells,
he says, nobody has ma to
freeze a whole organ without
damage.

‘Freezing generates a lol of
damage because of thermal ex-
ansion,” he warns. "If you
reeze a strawberry, which con-
tains a lot of water like the body
does, It tums into mush."

But the companies ren ain
bullish (one pamphlet states:
“the goal of cryonics is the
transport of today's terminal
patients to a time in the future
when cell and tissue repair
technology will be avallable
and restoration to full health
possible’) and the clients un-
quenchably optimistic that re-
ality will cateh up with sclence
fiction.

"Our brain and bodies will be
repaired with nanotechnolog
when they bring us back to lite

in the far away future,” Maria
Camacho believes.

Nanotechnology holds out
the dream of tiny machines
small enough Lo be Injected into
the bloodstream that will bulld
copies of themselves and then
0 about repairing a body's

amaged cells.

“All of this will be possible
with nanotechnology.” she in-
sists,

Faith that sclence will on-
quer all fmpediments is com-
mon to all would-be-immortal
customers. Without it, they
would be not be willing to pay
large sums of money for an out-
come Lhat is still beyond reach.

“I want to have my head
frozen because | consider that a
future lcchnnln?¥ that can
bring me back to life won't have
any problem in providing a
body. cloned or otherwise,” sage
a customier, Jack.

They all also share a desire
to cheat death,

“Why do we have to die in the
first place? That Is the worst

calamity affecting mankind at
the moment.,” says Brian. "Life
is too short, death doesn't have
to be the end of 1"

male literacy is one of the
weaker pointls in our society
and this explains, amongst
other things, why the percent-
age of women teachers does not
come up to even 50 per cent.
Properly speaking the percent-
age of women leachers al the
yritnary level should be much
Li;{hvr than 50 per cent. This is
for the simple reason that
women have a special way with
children. When it comes (o
handling small children and
instructing them. women per-
form better than men.

Discussing this issue with
one ol the Ministers of a state
where the proportion of women
leachers is on Lhe low side. we
both came to the conclusion
that. ideally speaking, at the
primary level, l?w percentage ol
womnien should be 90 per cent
and, at Lhe upper primary level,
it should be 70 per cent. What
are the facts however?

According to the Sixth All
India Educational Survey un-
dertaken by the NCERT in 1993,
the situation is broadly divisi-
ble into lour categories. Certain
states have a high proportion of
women leachers. These are Goa
(54.93 per cent). Kerala (65.64
per cent). Punjab {53.00 per
cent). Chandigarh (92.5 per
cent). These might be called
high achievers. Chandigarh Is
only a city. The situation in
Lhat city can therefore be de-
scribed as somewhat unique. It
is the other three states ol Goa,
Kerala and Punjab. properly
speaking. which can be de-
scribed as high achievers.

Then there are the middle
level achievers. These are: Hi-
machal Pradesh (37.08 per
cent). J&K (32.84 per cent), Mi-
zorain (34.07 per cent), Sikkim
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per cent), Gujarat (25.57 per
cent), Kamataka (7.99 per cent),
Maharashtra (25.87 per cent),
Perhaps: even a fourth category
may be referred to. These are oe-
low 20 per cent and include Bi-
har (17.03 per cent), Madhya
Pradesh (12.62 per cent), Orissa
(19.19 per cent). Rajasthan
(19.18 per cent), UP (17.23 per
cent), West Bengal (14.23 per
cent).

As should be evident, these
ligures are revealing. It is not
suggested that were the figures
of women teachers in the last
category to be higher than they
are at present, things would au-
tomatically improve. Thatl is
not likely to happen. To repeat,
so many other factors continue
to lower the rate of literacy bul
the availability of women
teachers is surely one of them
and that is why specific refer-
ence is being made to that issue.

In regard to West Bengal, it is
odd, to put it no more strongly,
to find this state in the com-
pany of the backward Hindi-
speaking. As is well recognized,
it is these states which bring
down the national average.

Enquiries show that, quite
some years ago, the CPM gov-

ernment worked out a set of pa-

rameters whereby every intend-
ing candidate for the job of a
teacher had to sit for a competi-
tive test in addition to a number
ol other requirements. Some of
the opposition people in that
state L‘flulli‘nﬂf‘d the rules and
the matter went right up to the
Supreme Court. The Supreine

Court upheld the rules as for-
mulaled by the State govern-
ment. For the last decade or so,
the \
school teachers has been made

recruitment ol primary
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tempts are being made 10 re-
serve 33 per cent ol seats lor
women. However uphill the
struggle for these reservations
might be, the issue is being pur

sued with a certain amount ol
vigour. Perhaps in the ultimate
analysis, things would be much
better if planned attempts were
lo be made to improve the num-
ber of women leachers entering
the profession. This itself,
amongst other things, would in

the long run bring about a kind
of change and perhaps lead to a
higher representation of
women in the political process
than obtains today.

In any case, it needs to be
recognised that in educational
terms, it would markedly im-
prove things il more and more
women were to be recruited as
teachers. It should not be neces-
sary to repeat what has been al
ready stated above that the per-
formance of schools would sig-
nificantly improve in case the
percentage of women teachers
were to be greater than what it
is today.

What was described above
was with reference to primary
schools. Is the situation in re
spect of upper primary schools
significantly better? The an-
swer is in the negative. Except
for a few stales, Gujarat for ex
ample, where instead ol going
down the percentage has gone
up (36.52%) instead of 25.47 9%,
in most other cases there are
fewer women t(eachers alt the
upper primary than at the pri-
mary level. Bihar has 14.67 per
cent teachers at the upper pri-
mary level as against 17.3 per
cent at the primary level. This
is the broad thrust though there
are some exceptions here and

were are not dependent on resolvin ha to say, a few Arab .
£ . - t%g‘jf”k hla psine - numerable other lhI‘n 8 {0 take by Edwar d Said a natlunaretrisla Hke lsmcl'g tﬂfﬂirc wa{ﬂng up to thm
Eﬁt" : “ﬂﬂclﬂp ?aﬁﬁp wihﬂﬂ c]w;.“c'lno: in B:cwk:'t‘tl‘ e e e e . agiTession: onl the contrary, it thal the wall wasni wonh it,
o significant aesthetic work of  we nevertheless produce endless * For us this means strengthening our civil institutions like universities, the media, research and legal apparatuses, is crisis that makes a new cur-  that in its mlentttiles?j . ansion
Lhe ceptury “‘:’;i‘:ﬁl{}‘ﬁn‘if‘?’ reams of speculation, trivial participatory democracy, literacy — the lot. Without that rising to confront the pauperism, dependence Al g ol - :i‘]‘i‘:tﬂfl{"zf;ﬂ:t';j ?)Li::: 'gg’;(';flign S o0 Aot p‘;::g
H;ﬂagn “?ﬁ:{;’m it “might be 52!:?:3[:;‘1)&?“35& ET.?}?::,}:R’:;- and compliance imposed on us by outsiders there can be no hope for us to evolve into the kinds of and Cll;ciﬂtivit even more neces-  countries that :m:; b]f;m ru-
?ﬂmé‘odftf“kg:;’ i{’": wﬂ:{‘gﬂ none of it of any value in the societies a whole new generation of Arabs now , I believe, quite ardently desires. Bul no, the ﬁﬂr'){heh:::fl:}l;r:ﬁfﬂwrvc [T L:fﬁ‘;*m*tﬂlgéi“ﬂ} ibader ﬂ';g‘:u;}
1:'.3'}' the Irish auth%r in ch, it cuwtmhmi those big men, rulers believe it is best to go on waiting for the barbarians or Godot(they may be the same, too many of us have bought in  our citizens before we u}rait for
was later translated by him  Barak, Clinton and their Arab after all) since waiting itself may be a kind of solution! to the notlon of wailing, as If - Gaodot {o appear in Uie forin of
B s be snch - {aterlogufors ‘ake - producing ‘ : = Wik ealuton CILna-car Ralve Fu Tt wieh bl bie KR
course been performed - * : . ~ ¢ wis
Es:r;éhen and in e“,:ery lan- ﬂ:&ﬁfmw ‘}i,keg Es,l;e:ll::;;}:: wants us to laugh not to feel J)ily wearing the crown?”), consuls, denly crumbles, can be a kind of solution to the the IDHH-“"'U‘ problems we lace awareness was becoming more
out printed in the press) and or fear), the act of walling dis- orators, who are readying 1 do not at all want to suggest  problems that we don't deal within our socleties, Hence we  true of our foreign policies with
%kﬂt. I think, described actual facts on the ground over places one’s inner state on o an themselves so as to make some  that to Palestinlans and their  with while we wail. For us these  have no democracy Lo speak of, regard to lsrael and the US, nel-
his play's action as “nothin which we more or less corres oulside, or exterior dimension. sorl of favourable Impression: Arabs whosé lands were occu- problems remain as part of the  every citizen 1s In [act encour-  ther of whom, it should be clear
happens: twice,” which ind suppose that only the Amerf- Waiting allows us to project on the incoming, probably vio-  pled and their lives changed  distortion that we have ac- aged lo flatter or somehow pla-  after all this time, can properly
seems to cover the two-act cans and Israelis have any real  psychological states of confu- lent visitors. Then suddenly unutterably by the whole Zion-  cepted, and indeed allowed for cate the ruler no matier what  be sald 10 provide solutions to
structure of the play and its control. Whether Barak wants  sion, anxlety, and inadequacy there is confusion and bewil- st intervention into the Middle in our national and cultural disasters he flounders in and any of our problems. As Anto-
endlessly circular, inconse- o give up 5 per cent Palestinian out onto the world, Instead of derment everywhere, Why? 1 East for the past century, there er.‘ out of, and most intellectuals nto Gramsci long ago sald,
quential, ftrivial discussions land on January 15. or 4 p keeping those [eelings bottled  shall quote the last few lines of was no real threat to them. Some examples are,/for in- and journalists accept the prin-  when dealing with non-mili-
between two tramps who are cent on February 10 is entirely up rns.Eie Unfortunately these the poem: There was indeed, a very power- stance, education which has ciple of self-censorship except tary realities { mililary realities
waiting for someone called up to him: we wait, emit a few feelings appear visibly to be Why are the streets and ful one, especially to Palestini- remained years behind that of at moments when the regim: (as  are beyond our reach, desoite
Godot to arrive, but who never disapproving noises, but go  comic, andp neither dignified squares emplying so ans whose entire sociely was standards everywhere else in  in Jordan or Palestine) goes too  the ruinous Arab habit of cver-
does. All sorts of Interpreta- alnng sheepishly in the end. nor even tragic. rapidly, . destroyed. That so many hun- the developing world. Primary far in totally unacceptable re- spending on useless military
ttons have been adduced to the F th in thing we The other great aesthetlic Everyone going home lost In  dreds of thousands of refugees  school education in the Arab strictions. . hardware) the only pol to
play — that Godol. for instance, oY m;. wat;uma? (s Erhat twentleth century object whose thought? are still waiting to return home world is still based upon rote What particularly concerns combat failure is one of de-
is God; that the two tramps are xﬁnll- }r eth ng ‘:rmund of main concern is waiting is b Because night has fallen and is one uf‘ the greal, awful learning, imitation of the me now is that we have as a velqping a counter-hégemony
really Adam and Eve; that the p g tf fiug:nwhcn the the pre-second world war Gree the barbarians haven't come, tragedies ol our time, teacher, and viclence as pun- group of countries accepted the against the ruling hegemonic
play is actually aboul a post- R = ncgnda Ph ol will  poet [rom Alexandria, Constan- And some of our men just in These are unimaginable, un- ishment. This kills individual principle of globalization and powers.
nuclear holocaust. . g acgor * [cmse veslh tine Cavaly, an extranrdlna?' from the border say conscionable realities, no doubt initiative, it cancels the possi- the rule of the US acting For us this means strength-
Bul the main thing for me, will?’gtri‘le E‘s gnnczli;rzgm:- artist who lived all his life There are no barbarians any  at all about that. And yel, what  bility _n{ erealing an active and through the World Trade Qr;{a- ening our civil institutions like
having read and seen the play ..+ 2 L esstams of the (1863-1933)inE t's northern  longer. Cavafy and Beckett talk about questioning mind that grows nization. And so we wait till the universities, the media, re-
many times since its appear- z? BA lhe return (or not) of  Summer and trading capilal as Now what's going to happen so profoundly s not the reality, all the time and, above all, it so-called fruits of that particu- z:::srr;rh and legal apparatuses,
ance aboul [ifty years ago, is {:r:-l&:cs Fo? most Arabs there an _employee of the Irrigation to us without barbarians? about which they have nothing  gives rise 1o a deep hatred of the  lar pact with the devil are participatory democracy, liter-
that it is about waiting, about - 1 that all these Office. a homosexual and They were, those people, a to say or add, but the institution  Other (teacher, ruler, foreigner).  achieved, enduring meanwhile acy — the lot. Without that ris-
unending expectation, about the s the JeElng t s la bevond recluse, and who never pub- kind ol solution. of the reality, its becoming a The reason given for this the effacement of the local work  ing to confront the pauperism,
moment that comes belore {?lagttrs a{e ln.n v:r? }'m ctJ{link lished his poetry in his lifetime The title and situation of phenomenon that induces a situation is allegedly that there force and the emasculation of dependence and compliance
something which itself never bf:“l cutrlt i 1l g but that the except privately. He 1s now rec- this poem was used b ‘lhe dis- state ol apprehensive walting. are more important priorities, the unions which either comply Iimposed on us by outsiders
comnes but which in the process : ut rg D?ﬁ y"ht about l'r] o as one of the great writ- Un Flﬂghtd South Afr{can AD V- Kafka has a superb parable i.e. defending against the out- with WIO regulations or are there can be no hope for us to
reduces everyone to a frozen m;.ls 1 Es ar?g%'na ical terms:  ¢rs of the century. a major poet r:llsli J M. Coetzee for his novel about some priests of a myste- side enemy, mobilizing for war, pounded into submission, we evolve into the kinds of soci-
slate of clown-like, pathetic :Em:li m:m Americganfzmnist' and stylist despite the very (also called “Waiting for the rious religion going through giving so much power to the accept the diktal that the state ciies a whole new generation of
banality in which only limited lg:—coim irac “they" are Small number of poems he E;arbar;ans“l about apartheid ©ne¢ of their habitual rituals, arm{ and party, allowing dictla- sector responsible for social Arabs now , I believe, quite ar-
» motion is possible in virtually Pl nin tg utya'll the r{fu ees Wrole, none of them, interest- South Africa. waiting for the Wwhen suddenly a tribe of dan- torship to be the style of gov- benefits like health and social dently desires. Bul no, the
4 the same place. fa? gt pak Lebanon b ve Iingly, concerning modemn Egypt inevitable change to ht; n. as gerous leopards interrupts the ernment and not democracy. security be curtailed, we comply rulers believe it is best to go on
And so, 1 feel, that for us as tg mqi.uo mhi E, return for x ©F Eygyptians‘ l?? m the c:utgidc c{)lﬁc‘ fa:r:l service, scattering the priests All that is waitling, for Godot, or wlth draconian measures that u:-aum{g for the barbarians or
Arabs now, we are in facl wait- nrcmtﬁatzcns r?le:l has alread One of his most [amous po- for::-{cjd to confront it lynslde and congregation who are most for the barbarians. But the limit environmental protec- Godol(they may be lhe same,
ing for all sorts of things to bcgn reacﬁgdge:n everything lhg. ems (which, bcln%a rlection- O interested in saving their lives. - question is, how long do we tion, and that distort our after all) since wailting itself
happen with very little cer- rest is a matter of time and o Ist. he never felt he linished or This, 1 think, is Cavaly's They survive and then resume  wait, and is a solution from the €conomies so that their priority may be a kind of solution! But
tainty as (o what they are, how . ' completed satisfactorily) is int, that the existence (real or  {heir rituals as before, except outside. whether it is the com- is to produce export goods de- for how long can it work? —
they will affect us, and what ' “Waiting for the Barbarians®, a imagined, it does not matter) of  (hat from then on a place iIs pre- ing of the barbarlans or their termined by the world econ.my Copyright Edward W. Said,
will come after. It is nothing So great a distance separales g5 jine “masterpiece in his la- some threatening allen and served in the service for the (liaa]JH}Eeirat'lc‘t. the real answer not by local needs. All this as . 2000.
short of staggering how-our ruler lrom ruled. gnvernmcn{ conic style that nonetheless al- outside presence Is not only |egpards to appear again, which to educational reform. The we wait for the benefits. Courtesy: The Dawn of Pak-
powerlessness (which we share Irom citizen, that only magical. 1, Cavaly to convey an entire  necessary for society to main-  of course they do not. Waiting  principles of education after all But the fact is thal now. l am  istan.
with the two main characters in  ©r supernatural, or paranold 400 10 %0 imagined ancient  tain its Identity as a sort of
Godot) has induced in us a simi-  terms will serve: they (whoever o, nan eqiing, the people are mythological barrier againsl
lar sort of unlimited attitude of they” may or may not be) have o400 for an attack against  barbarism. but also as a method
just hanging on. waiting for the already decided. they M}!l do them %y a barbarian horde, for postponing the need for Omen have a reater 0 e tO a
‘main event to take place while this or that, they will ma ej‘(us outside the city. During the facing the internal situation ‘ V
we play all sorts of banal little  Willing, they will transport X or .04, hody of the poem the which has long gone on unno-
roles outside the main action, Y. and so on and on. In other  speaker describes all the hur- . ticed and [estering so that Lhe . . o
so to speak. - words, as "Waiting for Godot” ried preparations made by sen- external threat can be mobi-
We are now wailing for the testifies in both its busy and ators, emperor ("why did our lized against. In the ﬁnallnnah ln 1 erac al I I algn
result of the Syrian-Israeli extremely funny acts (the play. emperor get up so early, and  ysis neither outside nor inside
talks, for the Palestinian-lIs-  after all, is a comedy, not a why is he sitting enthroned at can be addressed since the _ 4 : :
raeli negotiations, and for in- tragedy. and Beckett actually (he city’s main gate, in state, ~ whole edifice of waiting sud- Dr Amrik Singh writes from New Delhi
e . o 5 o When it comes to development the international experience has one simple truth to project: those who cannot
- I he ' lmltS Of PUbllC S erVICIHg universalise literacy are destined to remain backward. A footnote to this projection is that unless the
' majority of teachers, both at the primary and the upper primary levels, are women, success
3 menl has to compete, and let go ; : ; :
Agr?g: c‘;‘a;‘?:in;f‘?; : ?[:hg by Alif Zabr in some sccmrs,pand act as fg- will always remain partial and unsatisfactory.

Daily Star (Jan 24) undisciplined societies. close ket is a realistic coinage. cilitator. This is happening | | ‘ NIRRT R
contained some perturbing feedback and visual monitoring Something available “[ree’ is  now. but the impact is not big NSURING universal liter-  (33.76 per cent). Haryana (38.27  in terms of those rules. It ap-  there. In Wesl Bengal. there Is
news and comment which have is necessary. not ﬂppl"t‘(‘i.’:l[t‘d or mentally ac- EIIGUgh to be noticeable pUb‘ En{“}" IS not a Hil'[]pll" lhlllp‘, A PET « ent), Tamil Nadu (33.15 ]J{".T pears hu‘.'.-‘t‘\.'t_'r that these rules an Ii:{lii'_',‘.{ﬂ.'t ted inc l"{"d_“:f‘.lFl'DlTl
deeper roots than the daily lile But the politicians and the cepted at [ace value. licli,'. . number of factors have to  cent), Dadar and Nagar Haveili  worked to the disadvantage ol 14.23 per cent at the primary
of a newspaper. One is the political parties have always The UN and donor agencies n the LDCs, the bureaucracy | j,. brought together in order Lo (47.64 per cent), Delhl (41.79 per  the intending women teachers. level, the percentage goes up (o
sacking of the Managing Lhe templation of earning some made a note of these adverse op-  had to be of ample girth to pro- | e, re it. One of the important  cent). Pondicherry (37.93 per  Should there be a certain . 2116 percent. |
Director and two other transient name and fame erating conditions in many vide all kinds of miscellaneous ' .4 iputory factors is what is  cent). In each one of these, the  amount of reservation for The issue needs to be pursued

y 4 Directors of DESCO (Dhaka through publicity of high-pro- countries. and pleaded for in- services to the community for | . percentage of women teach-  percentage is between 30 to 50 women teachers therefore? The further in respect of different
Electric Supply Company): and file mass-friendly projects. velving the private sector in  lens ol decades. It is a vicious- | opg t’fipt{‘iﬂh}’ at the primary per cent. Then there are poor issue needs to be discussed not ~ stales. Situations vary as do
the other a constructive criti- some of which came with very phases, according to the level of  circle which Is supposed tofast & ., acliievers and those are between  only with reference to West - traditions andefacilities. What
cism of the government plan to  high capital and investment development inside a country. till the economic take-off point. . Going by the general law of  20-30 per cent. Amongst them  Bengal but also a number of needs to be underlined iIs the
sel up some 13,000 new com- costs, and the sustainability = This was resisted in socialist Therefore in a changing envi- | ,yerage. “their proportion may be listed Andhra Pradesh  other states. _ fact that, at the primary and the
munity health centres, in addi- cannot be guaranteed after and welfare states, but the trend ronment of operating condi- | ¢hould be 50 per cent. But fe-  (24.75 per cent). Assam (24.29 In the political field, at- upper primary leveis. the silua

tion calls for some kind ol in-

|

lervention 'he presence ol
woimen teachers makes a
- — | T Pag ¥ § ™ T‘i Jt }

marked dilierence. That being
sno. whether it is reservations or
some other methods which are

adopted, something ought to be
done. To have ignored this ai-
mension ol the problem has
been unwise. to say no mare
aboul if.
erhaps a reference to the
experience ol other couniries
may be made here. While in the
rest of the developed world, the

spread of lileracy was a slow
and gradual process, in the
USSR where the Communists
100K over p-‘ﬁ.-._'r in 1917, IHEE’-
acy was universalised within a
decade almost. By 1928 when
the First Five Year Plan was

introduced in that country, il-
literacy had been more or less
wiped out. How did this hap-
pen? Apart [rom the various
other steps tlaken, women
teachers were involved in a big
way. By the time that counuy
broke up in 1991, three fourths
of the teachers at the primary
leve]l were women

It is puzzling that even this
model of development did not
influence decision making in
the state ol West Bengal. When it
comes to development the -
ternational experience has one
simple truth to projecit: those
who cannot universalise liter-
acy are destined to remain
backward. A footnote to this
projection is that unless the
majority of teachers, both at
the primary and the upper pri-
mary levels, are woinen, success
will always remain partfal and
unsatisfactory. — Mandira

The author is a former Vice-
Chancellor of Delhi University.

By Hanna-Barbera
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