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Vajpayee
arns
Pakistan

NEW DELHI, Feb 6. Indian
Prime Minister Alal Behari Va-

yee today threatened a retal-
ainst Pakistan
if Islamabad unleashed nuclear
weapons on New Delhi, reports
AFP.

“We have always said we are
for no-ﬁrat use of nuclear
weapons.” the Press Trust of
India quoted hin: as saying in

the northern city of Jalandhar.

*But if somebody uses it
against us, we will not refrain
from dolng so.,” he said. "We
cannot just keep qulet while
such weapons are used against
hat

The United News of India

uoted Va pavce as saying, “if
akistan thought that (t cculd
destroy lndla by a nuclear
bomb, it was grossly mistaken,”

Vajpayee said India "could
retaliate and retaliate mas-
sively.” '

India and Pakistan tested
nuclear weapons in May 1998,

Another report says Vaj-

yee today ruled out the possi-
Bllil of holdlfl.g a referendum
lht disputed Himalayan state
ol'hashmir to decide its [uture.
Pakistan claims the right to

- gontrol the whole of divided
Kashmir on the strength of its

Muslim-majorily population
Seeage 11 col 5
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Waiting for the
change; and The limits
of public servicing
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will reduce

will
about 10 million euro.

million next year an
lion in the following year.

Zohr 12 45 I 20

{ Asr 4-15 4-30
Maghrib 5-55 5-58
Esha 7-15 7-15
Source: Islamic Foundation

EC’s cash aid up, food down

But total aid flow to remain unchanged

The European Commission
ood ald and in-
crease cash assistance, kccpin
the total ald Now unchange

sources at EC's Dhaka office

said.

The EC will provide food as-

sistance worth around 22 mil-

llon euro and cash assistance of
58 million euro in the next
three years.

The lood assistance this year
be 50.000 tones worth
in the
next (two years, it will be worth
six million euro each.

The cash assistance will be
17 million euro this year, 22.5

(i 18.5 mil-

As per a changed atd policy.
the EC prefer disbursement of

By Rafiq Hasan

cash instead ol food assistance
Lo third world countries to en-
sure food securily and employ-
ment. When this was informed
to Bangladesh, the government
siressed continuation of aid
more in terms of food than in
cash (o Implement ﬂn—g]ning

rojects under the Food lor
Vork Programme.

The EC agreed to provide
food atd for Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD) and some
other projects under Food for
Work Programme.

A senior official at the EC of-
fice here when contacted said,
"We have recelved a. letter lrom
the government about its accep-
tance of our proposal, but any
individual agreement in this
regard is yet L6 be signed.”

The oflicial said EC's earller
ald commitments have been
fulfilled. "We are \Jruparinb for
(resh exchange ol letters”
ing 1998 and 1999, the EC pro-
vided 2,40.000 tonnes of food as
assislance to Bangladesh.

Asked whether future EC as-
sistance to Bangladesh was dis-
cussed during Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's recent visit (o
Brussels, another official at the
EC office replied in the negative.

A high official of the finance
ministry saild, "We have ac-
cepted the proposal in principle
and will observe the result at
least for one year. If we face any
problem in getting cash Instead
of food, we will discuss the
malter with the EC.”

The governiment is now
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preparing projects Lo be imple-
mented with EC assistance, he
sald.

The issue of lood assistance
was also discussed at the last
working group meeting belween
the government and EC ofli-
clals, held in Dhaka in Novem-
ber last year.

The EC delegation led by
Erich W Muller explained lht:

new food aid [mllcy of the
commission. told the
meeting that In ‘J‘:Jb the EC

Council adopted a new food aid
policy to ensure food security in
the recipient countries.

The new policy emphasises
people’s access to food and also
supporis long-term national
nutrition programmes,

See page 11 col 5
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Book fair opens

Hasina alerts
against 'evil
move' to
change power

Primne Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sought cooperation
from the people in continuing
the democratic and constitu-
tional process, reports 'INB.

Calling for the people to re-
main alert about any evil move
in change power through extra-
constitutional means, she said,
‘through a long struggle we've
stopped the trend of change in
power Lhrough wunconstitu-
tional. undemocratic way".

"Now yvou will have to re-
main alert and extend help lor

the co 1..1' uity of democ racy
and constitulional process,” she
sald | "-mp_u ating Amar

Ekushey Grantha Mela (book
fair) at Bangla Academy yester-
day alternoon.

The prime minister for-
mally inaupgurated the book fair
amidst tight security as the stu-

See Page 12 Col |

Clinton's stay

By M Anwarul Haq

Dhaka has requested Wash-
ington to extend President Bill
Clinton's stay in Bangladesh by
another rhy so that hf: could al-
tend the Independence Day cel-
ebrations on I'n.-’!:lr:-l1 26, sources
concerned said

"A flurry of communica
fions has | 1 initiated Dbe-
tween the two capitals over the
UUS President’'s scheduled visit
to Bangladesh and making il a
two-day stay”. one source said.

The [nitial ttinerary of Clin-

ton as announced in the two
capitals mentioned a day-long
visit on March 25.

Officials at the Prime Minis-
ter's Office are now convinced
that Dhaka has erred In agree-
Iing (o the one -1L1}r visit of the
US President on March
25.Incidentally, it is the black

est day in the country's history
h-( ause the occupation Pak
istani Army unleashed !

|: "ir nassacre ol inneecen
pelo that Glght in 1871 When
:! ie was sulta-

fir- lixed In cGi
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/40pc )i a day
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dall‘Fh
e rest 40 per cent or 1,200
metric fonnes are simply left

behind every day just to rot on

ihe streets, posing serious

Iheallh hazard to the city

national life.

Che Daily Star
Anniversary Supplement

Che Daily Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement on February 9, 2000 to
mark its entry into the Tenth Year of publica-
tion. -The Supplement which is designed to
focus on the first quarter of the new millen-
nium will carry scholarly writings about the
directions we need to take as well as reports
of our own correspondents highlighting
some positive trends in specific areas of

The price or the 56-page Duily Stur anniver-
sary issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page
spread Qul, Temains unchanged at Tk 6.00.
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We have Moved

- 1 Offices of Che Paily
‘ movr..—:d to its new premises at
| Karwan Bazar. Please send ml

your mails and contact us at the
follox. ing address and telephone
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The Daily Star
19, Karwan Bazar
(2nd & 3rd floors)
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By Morshe | Ali Khan

bWl ‘os IOre e A ) g,
192 trucks with fuel and main-
tenance cost of about Tk 40
lakh per month. its average
annual expense for wages is
about Tk 28 crore and it has an
unspecified number of
brooms,shovels, rakes and
wheel-boroughs bought with
public money.

Conservancy officials how-
ever say the resources they have
are too little to keep the city
clean. On an average, about 40
of their trucks keep ofif the

1 1 P % i

Wie of the Y0 Ward
(‘Umn.;:siom rs ol the city, only
sign the daily attendance regis-

-ter and rjiqn rpmr or work for

less than half their eight-hour
shilt daily, sources concerned
alleged. The rest are staff of the
dumping vehicles.

Besides, there are allega-
tions that many of the Ward
Commissioners use this work-
force for the lucrative business
of door-to-door garbage collec

tion. For a monthly charge of
Tk 30 to 150 from each house-

Stacks ol stwnking garbages lie in the open
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L!orpuratinu hasn't collocted them for a week,

Bu:nan allowed to use Heathrow

Bayigladesh: Ulman has re-
ceiv perinission from the
British autharities (o use
Heathrow alrpert in London lor
operating i1s Dhaka-New York
fight, Biman sources sald.

It would help the national
carrier to cperate (wo Highls fo
New York via Dubal twice n
week, the sources sald.

A Biman oflicial ¢ nnllfmlﬂg

the news sald it would help cul

poperation costs foy the irans-

Atlantic fights.
Biman was coperatng the

New York fUghts through New
Delhi - L T, tw
' WiLlL LS

: & AT o LN
hl"‘!"ﬂ';li Tnﬂrh aitHnes over nw al
Schiphol airport lor the New
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By Shehab Ahumed
NY flights

York flights,

KLM retused to allow Blinan
use Schiphol airport alter |t
withdrew .P{ rations from
Dhaka in' 1997, fore m%- e
Bangladesh 1irline to use Brus-
sels that rpised its ‘already huge
operational costs,

Biman then sought permis-
sion from the British uvmuml

authorities 1u o trl - {3 ﬂHh
LRSSy f, o

TERRL ! ' LR t* i,
b il eat, uim I I!i one ol lht-.

most crowded and profitable
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al Karwanbazar in the city as Dhul:u Cily

i behind to rot on ¢!ty streets

/ L. i; =4a
(e In the process, (hey
use wheel boroughs, brooms
and other things provided by

the DCC

" The budgetary allocation
for the city’s conservancy ser-
vice is two per cent of the hold-
ing tax, which comes to around
Tk 12 crore. The rest of the

money needed for this is
vided [rom other funds of the
DCC,” said a conservancy olli-

clal. '
He pointed out that there are

See page 1] col 1
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routes In the world.

Alter a protracted negotia-
lizns the British ttharities
dreed on Foday G ot Blman
use Heathrow for th w York
Hipihts,

Bunan would fornially an-
nounce the agreemeni an ! aew

light sohedules on Muesday

The sources said with e
two additional Mights Bl
wuuld have seven tlights a weelk
o London,

It would add another fre
quency on the London route
which would eventually can-
e liosie s in UK, opendng
’ AL § T _."!*“S-h
ll.illgludt.mll prassenpgers avadl
flights back haome,
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tion with Bangladesh officials.
they failec to point out this to
the US side. the sources pointed
oult.

"No leader would time a for-
eign tour if it embarrasses a
nost government,” a western
diplomat said. It should have
heen mentioned to US officials

nuch earlier”™ since bilateral
visils are scheduled through
bilateral discussions and dates
are [ixed on the pasls of mutual
convenience

Although officials concermned
noted that at this stage it would
be very dillicult for Clinton to
exiesnd the visit., a senior
fficial said, "We are optimistic
that 1hie US President would feel
encouraged (o attend our
Independence Day celebrations
or at Ircast visit the Jatiya
Smiriti Saudha at Savar on Lhe
moming ol March 26, prior lo

teparture from
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MOSCOW, Feb 6. A hijacked
Afghan airliner took oll today
Kazakhastan with lhﬂ

(i) \ " __': W

i

The Ariana Boeing 727 jet
landed at Aktyubinsk airport
in northwestern Kazakhstan
after obtaining fuel in a
Tashkent stopover against @

' Lhreal to blow up the plane.

for Russia

ITAR-TASS news agency
said that 24 tonnes of fuel had
been provided to the plane in

p['l; I__. 14T VLIt
Several armed

1&d L0 DIOW
it was reluelled.
men were on board,
istry salid.

The unidentified hijackers
also demanded food and pes

See Page 12 Col 5
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Jt rally now

Feb 13, token
hurniger strike
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Me BNP-led opposition al-
llance has shifled today's joint
mass rally and procession pro-
gramme in the city to F‘ebruar_v
13 and announced a {oken
hunger strike and sii-in by its

MPs tomorrow to gmlt‘:at en-
actment ol the Public Safety
Act.

BNFP and Jatlya Party MPs
led by Leader of the Opposition
n Parliament Khaleda Zia will
stage a token hunger strike
frorn "Morning to afternoon” at
Paltan Maidan.

Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Oikkya Jole (IOJ] MPs will stage
a sit-in there because the parﬂ%:e
differ onn hunger strike on
relicious ground

he decisions were taken at

! a Ict ’.i”I.J U[. llh'r L.'ﬂ&ﬂﬂ L'Dm

' mittee of the J'l”!ul'l e, held at
i the olflicial reside e of the op-
l'ﬁ--a'.![tl'!'! :':_'.H!{'l ViEES JxJJ"*
Vs hairman M “'-h&;‘: )
e Dage 1 ool &
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Queen Sonhia
arrives today

Queen Sophia ui Spain will
¢ in Dhaka today on a two-
isit to BDangladesh, reports

» e
She is coming at the invita-
tion of Grameen Bank and is

duled to visil
s 11 vyl rs -
L =5 i 13 il
) gn Allaars s
Queen Sophia also visiled

Bangladesh earlier.
Several journalists belong-

media will accompany the
Queen. who is coming from
Fuailippines

—

Fax: 88 02 9337945, E- man!- dlalzbhaod dire.cum
FACTORY : Hemayetpur, Savar, b k.
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