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« €asy against Uruguay Sunday,
g a!' e:ﬁna and ghiﬁ: will be
ghting for heir lives.

razil won with goals hy

| Athirson in the 32nd minute,
+ Ronaldinho on a free kick in
| the 47th and Bajano in the 61st.

Chile’s goal came when Hec-
tor Tapla scored in the 16th

minute.

Argentina won their game

with goals by Marlano Massera
, in the 65th and 80th minutes
and Lionel Sacalonl
62nd,

in the

BRIEF/RESULTS

Results of South American
Olympic tourna-

ualirylnf
ment matches Fl'ldl;r.
Brazil 3 Chile 1 (Half-time O-

0)
Scorers:
Brazil-Athirson 31, Ronald-
tnho Gaucho 46, Baiano 60
Chile-Tapia 15
Argentina 3 Uruguay 0 (Half-
time: 0-0)
Scorers:
Argentina
Messera 64, 79
Brazil qualify for Sydaey

Scaloni 56,

2000 Olympic Games. One other
. place will go to either Argentina
. | or Chile.
- STANDINGS
& | Team PWDULUVF APs
| DR aL -2 ez a 3% 6
. | Chue STITGR y 4F 3
i Argentina2 1 0 1 5 4 3
Unguay 2 0 0 2 1 7 0

Biman indoor
games today

The annual indoor games of
Biman begin at ils press build-
ing at Farmgate in the cily to-
day, reports UNB.

Managing Director of Biman
Air Commodores M Rafiqul Is-
lam will inaugurate the meet as
chiel guest.

Competitors comprising of

* Biman officers and employees,

sons and daughters represent-
ing MD's Secretariat, eight Di-
rectorates from Syedpur, Ra-

jshahi and Cox's Bazar stations

will take part In the competi-
tion.

SOCOG will
compensate

SYDNEY, Feb 5: About 9,000
who paid for tickets but didn't
recetve an allocation for the
Sydney 2000 Olympics, and
whp subsequently had their re-
funds reportedly lost in the
mail. will be reimbursed next
week, Games organisers said.
reports AP

SOCOG mailed out 68,500 re-
fund cheques in November but a

at the Kurmitola Club on Friday.

The winners of the 18th Lancer Millennium Cup golf ‘ournament pose with their prizes

—Star photo

ABIIXJAN, Feb 5:
[vory Coast's
international
layers sald on
l-‘rida_v they were
relieved to be
returning to their
European clubs after being
locked up for two clays by the
military government following
their elimination from the
African Nations Cup, reports
Reuters. :

‘For the moment, words [ail

me.” Olympique Marseille
striker Ibrahim Bakszyoko told
Reuters.
The most important thing for
me is to make the most of these
few hours with my family and
return this evening to France to
rejoin my club which pays my
wages. |

Bakayoko and his fellow in-
ternationals were detained at a
military camp for "a lesson in
patriotism” after being knocked
out in the first round of Africa’s
biggest international soccer
lourmament.

The players were taken (0
Abidjan on Thursday for a
dressing down by the president
and sports minister, both nrili-
tary D!mcers who took power al-
ter a Christmas Eve coup. before
being released. _

Patrice Zere, who plays for

——

Belgian side Lokeren, sald he
anfi\ other players would do
their best to explain to their
clubs mainly in Western Europe
— why they had not returned
sooner.

"Alter being eliminated, we
had 48 hours to be back at our
clubs." Zere sald.

"We will try to explain this to

our clubys because there is a gap

between our clubs and the poli-

ties in our country. They do not
know what's happening here
they don't know that It's the
politics of the country. All the
same, we hope we will manage
to make them understand.”
Military ruler General

Robert Guei said the players had

not put everything into their
maltches at the Nations Cup in
Ghana and (hreatened them
they would face worse punish-
ment if they did not improve.

“If you shams your country
agaip, we will hold you for a
longér period. You will do yeur
military service, we will put you
in army fatigues,” Guei told
them.

Midfielder Laissina Diabate,
reunited with his club in Bor-
deaux. said on Friday he would
think twice before accepting a
call-up to the national squad in
[uture.

“At the start we were asking

Ivorians' sigh of relief

ourselves why it was happening
to us but It was an experience —

even Il we don't accept and will
never accept it. Next time, if
we're called for selection, we
will think twice before going.”
Diabate said.

Didier Angan, a delender at
Olymipique Nice in France, said
he would not make any hasty
decisions. "l think we need to
take a step back, to think about
it. But when you love your coun-
try. you have Lo think aboul it
10 times more belore making
any decislon, so I don't think
that anyone will be making any
final decisions now." -

The players' detention
sparked a round of criticism.

“Detaining a team because it
failed to qualily for the next
round of a football competition
is a blatant violation of the au-
tonomy of the football associa-
tion as well as the fair play
principle,” FIFA president Sepp
Blatter said.

Clubs in Europe had called
on FIFA to press lor the return
of their lvorian players.

The Elephants, as the L:1m
are known, finished third in
Group A at the Nations Cup.
They beat hosts Ghana 2-0 on
Monday but failed to score
enough goals to qualify for the
quarterfinals.

Djorkaeff, :
Dortmund, who have wor-

astrous performances in recent
friendlies, were the more active
side in the first half and
Kalserslautern ‘keeper Uwe
Gospodarek was twice inade lo
work by striker Gluseppe Reina,
in the sixth minute and again
10 minutes later.

The best chance for the Ruhr
Valley club came in the 11th
minute through Heiko Herrlich,
whose shol fromn sorie six me-
tres flew just over the bar.

Borussia, who have been go-
ing through lean times since
they lifted the European Cup in
1997, remained fifth. Kalser-
slautern, the 1998 Ger: *an
champions, stayed eightl,

Hertha Berlin used a second-

Preetz to win 1:0 at Hansa Ros-

ried their supporters with dis-

half goal from striker Michael

tock in Friday's other game,

RIO DE JANEIRO,

Feb 5 (AP):
Brazilians have
seen this [ilm

before: A gawky.
feen-ager mamed

. processing error meant more

. than 9.000 checks were not
printed.

After thousands of people
complained last year, SOCOG
said the missing cheques were
. delayed due to the heavy
4 | Christmas mailing period.
| But an intermal investiga-
.4 | tion revealed the cheques were
«f | not even printed because of a
"processing error” when elec-
tronic files with the details
were transferred from SOCOG to
the mailing center, SOCOG said.

2l New Zealand next

=r From page 13

their 16 matches over the sum-
mer and Waugh said It was "an
absolule pleasure Lo be caplain”
-4 | of the team, rating it as the besl

o1 | one-day team he's ever been in-
3 { volved in.
el b | "We've played great cricket

this summer, there's no doubt

- aboul that.” he said. "You can't
ot ¥ get better batting in one-day
wil & crickel than getting 337 against

(the Pakistan) attack ... it was a
phenomenal performance. re-

Oy ally.'’

! | Pakistan captain Wasim

:i- '  Akram conceded Australia were

<« | a worthy world No 1.

™l | "l am not disappointed, we

w§ | were beaten by a lol better side

~# ! than us over the last two
£ . months, not just in the finals,
: he said.

"Always 1 came to Australia
and | always got hammered, but
not like this.”

Batsman Ricky Ponting
vowed to overcome an ankle in-
jury sustained in Friday night's
crushing win in time for the
New Zealand tour.

Australia's leading run
scorer in the tri-series that also
involved India, flew to Mel-
bourne o assess the injury sus-
tained when he crashed into the
boundary fence while attempt-
ing to save a four early in the

. Pakistan innings in Sydney.

| The Tasmanian was de-
lighted with the news he re-
ceived from the Austra'an
team doctor Trevor James..

“It's better than we first
thought. I've just sprained the
ankle and sulfered some bone
brulsing.” Ponting sald.

“1 shoulu be right for the New
Zealand tour.

“1'll see how | go the next
couple of days and then have a
fitness lest probably late next
week.

“Bult I'm pretly optimistic,”

Ponting plans to do plenty of
work in the swimming pool
next week in a bid to s u
the recovery time with the 13-
man squad, which will be
named on Monday, due (o leave
for New Zealand on the follow-
ing Monday.

The first of the six one-day
internationals against the
rapidly-improving Black Caps
laEt:s place in Wellington on
February 16.

New Zealand recently
thrashed the West Indies 5 7 In
- aone-day series,
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Ronaldo comes
out of nowhere, scoring goals in
bunches and dazzling soccer
aficionados with his ball-han-
dling wizardry.

The latest phenomenon is

called Ronaldinho. Portuguese

for Little Ronaldo. He is 19,
plays for Gremio and is the
main reason Brazil's under-23
team is mopping up the compe-
tition in the South American

Olympic qualifying tourna-
ment.
Brazil swept unbeaten

through the first round of the
tournament, finishing with a 9-
O rout of powerful Colombia.
Qualifying for the final four,
Brazil drew Argentina in Its
first match and dispatched its
archrival 4-2 with a hattrick by
Ronaldinho.

Scoring with his head and
feet, on power and placement,
penalties and free kicks,
Ronaldinho grabbed the scoring

—

lead with eight goals in five
games.

But he can also pass and
dribble with the best ol thein,
honoring the No 7 Brazilian

jersey once worn by Garrincha

and Jairzinho.

"On my club I play back in
the midfield, and my job iIs to
make the pass (so my) tearmn-
mates can score,” Ronaldinho
said after the Argentina game.
"I'm scoring more now because
the coach asked me to."

He opened the famous buck:-
toothed grin. "It's fun to score
goals.”

It's been a rocket ride to the
top for Ronaldinho, who was an
unknown outside his home
state of Rio Grande do Sul until
last year.

Then a ["{JUFIL‘ of sensational
plays — including a humiliating
dribble past 1994 World Cup
champion Dunga — made TV
highlight reels.

When an injury opened a
berth on the Brazilian team for
last year's Copa America, coach
Wanderley Luxemburgo took a
chance on the youngster.

Ronaldinho is pure magic

Ronaldinho charged up the
right side of the lield, [lipping
the ball over the head of'a
Venezuelan delemedér to score,

Born Ronaldo de Assls Mor-
eira in the farsouthern étty of
Porto Alegre, Ronaldinho
showed [lashes ol his soccer
talents early. As his older
brother Assist starred on
Gremio. he would tell reporters,
"Just wait till you see my kid
brother play.”

Assis, now playing in Japan,

‘took over as virtual head of the

family when their [ather died.
He pguided Ronaldinho into
Gremio and around the pitfalls
of sudden fame.

Although foreign clubs have
vx;:rcsser? interest in him,
Ronaldinho says he plans to
stay al least another season
withh Gremio, near home. He
souinds convincing when he say
he isn't dazzled by the millions
he likely is worth.

"I'm not even thinking about
the money or my value,” he
said. "l only think about win-
ning the pre-Olympic lourna-
ment.”

layed in equally bad weather.
F’rectz headed home [rom a
cross by Eyjolfur Sverisson in
the 61st minute.

All eyes were on Hertha's ex-
pensive new signing, Brazilian
striker Alex Alves, who joined
from Cruzeiro during the winter
break.

He came close (o scoring
{wice in the first half, with a
header in the 14th minule and a
shot from close range In the
29th minute which just went
wide,

Both clubs stayed where they
were as they entered the break.
Hertha in ninth position and
Rostock in 14th.

Leaders Bayern Munich visit
third-placed Hamburg SV in the
highlight of the weekend pro-
gramme on Sunday. The ‘wo
clubs fought Tnany classic Lat-
(les when they dominated Ger-
man soccer in the early 1980s.

No Lopez
- this season

MADRID, Feb 5: Atletico
Madrid's former Spanish in-
ternational Juan Manuel Lopez
will miss the rest of the season
because of injury, reports
Reuters.

The injury prone defender
sullered a tendon injury in his
left knee during Wednesday's
Spanish Cup match against
Real Union.

The injury came only two
weeks after he had made his re-
turn to action in another Span-
ish Cup match alter mrearly 26
months on the sidelines.

Lopez, 30, who played for
Spain in Euro '96, sald he was
not contemplating retirement.

“This injury is nothing com-

{)ared to the other problems I've
1ad. I'm not worried about the
future." he said.

Gosper cleared
of impropriety

SYDNEY. Feb 5: Australia’'s
top Olympic official Kevan
Gosper said Friday that he and
his [amily had been wounded by
allegations he accepted lavish
hospitality from Salt Lake Cily.
although he had been vindi-
cated, reports AFP.

Gosper, accused of accepting
almost 32,000 US dollars in ex-
penses Irom Salt Lake City's
2002 Winter Games bid team,
was lound by the International
Olympic Committee (10C) to
have been the victim of a delib-
erate set-up.

The Melbourne-based 10C

Hong Kong quadrangular tournament

HONG KONG, Feb
5: Ten-man Mex-
ico held on to de-
feat Japan 1-0 in
the opening ma-
- .- ich ol the Hong
Kong Cup exhibition tourna-
ment here Saturday, reports
AFP.

The defending champions
rose to the occasion despite be-
ing down to 10 players for most
of the second half, and after
Miguel Zepeda slotted in a cross
{rom close range in the 55th
minute, held on easily to chalk
up what in the end was a com-
fortable victory.

Veteran midfielder Fran-
cisco Palencia was sent off
early in the second half after
Scottish referee Hugh Dallas
adjudged that he had deliber-
ately elbowed Japan's Naoki
Matsuda in the face.

The incident occurred in the
53rd minute and In Japans
goalmouth After reaching for
his red card and sending Palen-
cia for an early shower, the ref-
eree awarded a corner to Mex-
ICO,

Wi

"l don't know what hap-
pened. 1 didn't see the offence.
But we won't

argue for the referee is al-
ways right,” said Mexican coach
Manuel Lapuente after the Hong
Kong Stadium tussle.

Lapuente might have had a
different opinion if a new-look
Japanese outfit had been able to
capitalise on the reduced
strength of their opponents.

But despite flelding their Se-
rie A stlar Eliroshi Nanami and
exclting y

youngster Shinji" Ono, the
Japanese looked bereft of ideas

as attack after attack floun-
dered on the cast-iron Mexican
defence. |

"When we went one ma
down, we had to change our

the si¥ineia @ 'he JaBanese

o

and instead concentrate on our
defence and counterattack.”
said captain Claudio Suarez.

Suarez was at the centre ol
the strong defence Mexico
erected after Palencia’'s expul-
sion.

The first half ended score-
less with both goalkeepers re-
duced to roles of SReclatDrS.

But if the first hall was tepid,
the second half soon hit boiling
point with Palencia's sending
off before Zepada side-footed
into an open goal to give Mexico
the lead two minutes later.

"We could not take advantage
of Mexico being down one man.
They scored

‘almost as soon as they lost
their player and then they were
just content on defending for
the rest of the game,” said
Japan's French coach Philippe
Troussier.

“But considering that we had
little preparation for this tour-
nament, I'm happy with the way
this new team performed,”
added Troussier.

Japan, who are using the
Hong Kong Cup as a build-up for
their Asian Cup qualiliers in
Macau later this month, have
brought along 10 members of
the under-22 squad which suc-
cessfully booked a berth in the
Sydney Olympics last year.

"I had about six new players

on the fleld today and I'm happy

with their performance,” said

Troussier.

The Czech Republic and a
Hong Kong League XI compris-
ing of expatriate

players playing in the local
league are the other two teams
in this

four-team competition,

TEAM

Mexico: Oscar Perez, Claudio
Suarez (captain), Rafael Al-
varez, Ramon Ramirez, Gerardo
Torrado (lgnacio Hierro 45),
Francisco Palencia, Marlo

Angel Ze

Mexico start on a winning note

Mendez, Serfgin Alamageur,
Jose de Arellano (Salvador
(Carmona 45), Juan Pablo Ro-
driguez (Daniel Osormo), Miguel
da.

Sending off: Francisco Pa-
lencia (Mexico, 53)

Japan: Seigo Narazaki, Go
Oiwa, Naoki Matsuda, Koji
Nakata, Hiroshi Nanamli,
Shigeyoshi Mochizuki (Daisuke
Oku 75), Teruyoshli Ito (captain)
(Masaaki Sawanobori 76), Ju-
nichi Inamoto, Shinji Ono,
Masashi Nakayama (Kazuyoshi

_ Miura 80), Tomoyukl Hirase

(Takashi Hirano 80).

Subs: Yoshikatsu
Kawaguchi, Toshihiro Hattori,
Yuji Nakazawa, Masaaki
Sawanobori, Daisuke Oku,
Kazuyoshi Miura, Takashi Hi-
rano.

vice president said he did not
know who was responsible for
the attempted entrapment and
refused to be drawn on any con-
spiracy theories.

"You can always be a target."
he told ABC radio. "l don't know
why anybody would, but they've
really targeted my family as
mucﬁ as mysell.

“The recerds | think speak
for themselves. | really don't
wanl Lo go oll onto a.conspiracy
theory.

"We've been wounded,
wounded badly and when your
family gets involved, that's
when it really does concern
you."” :

Gosper said the worst part of
allegations about a junket to
Salt Lake City was that his fam-
ily was largeted.

Last week, Gosper asked the
JOC's elhics commission to in-
vestligale allegations about trips

he and his family made to Salt
Lake City.

IOC president Juan Antc 1io-
Samaranch has added his sup-
port, saying on ABC radio that
it appeared Gosper had been the
victim of a set-up.

Borussia Dortmund’s

o

Giuseppe
Kaiserslautern’s Ratinho go for the ball
Bundesliga encounter on February 4.

lack Stars were supremely
“confident of being crowned

African Cup champions In
1996. | _

But the bid for their first title
since 1982 was deralled b}/
ssic

South Afrlca, who won a cla
sernilinal 2-0 on their way (o
winning the cup on home soil.

Sunday's clash with the

Bafana Bafana in the central
Ghanalan city

malched quarterfinal at the
African Nations Cup.

In Sunday's other quarterfi-
nal, Camieroon play Algeria in
Acera. On Monday, Nigeria host

Senegal (n La%s. and defending

champions Egypt take on
Tunisia In Kano.

Co-host Ghana started as
one of the tournament
favouriles but are lucky to be
still in contention. |

The Black Stars were out-

classed by Cameroon and Ivorg

Coast but scraped throug
Group A on goal diflerence,
After the 2-0 loss to Ivory
Coast, coach Giuseppe Dossena
apologised to the nation for his
team's poor performance.
"It was the worst perfor-

of Kumasi
promises to be the most evenly

aid. “We played badly
b::{r ?:::n'sum we sgﬂl get to the
final.”

Kuffour had to be removed
(rom the lvory Coast match be-
cause of stomach problems bul
declarcc} himsell {it to face

outh Alrica.

g Unlike Ghana, South Africa
breezed through thelr group
malches, carried by tourna-
ment-leading scorer Shaun
Bartlett's four goals In three
games. ;

After crushing Morocco on
Thursday, co-hosts Nigeria are
the overwhelming favourite 1o

. beat surprise quarterfinalists

Senegal, whose best African
Cup perlormance is fourth place
in PBQO.

Bul The Lions have proved to

be one of the most emertaimng “

side in the competition an
have supreme confidence In
veteran coach Peter Schnittger.

“With Peter to the death.” the

players sang alter clinching
iheir place in the quarterfinals

with a 2-2 draw against Zam-

bia.
“Only his work has allowed

us to achieve all this.,” said

whose
stretched beyond reac.
quarterfinals.
"~ Unlucky to claim a
their cpening match ;
Ghana. the Indomitable 1Li

looked unstoppable in a
hammering
earned them two days of deizn-
tion at a military
Ivory Coast and a lecture |
their nation's military leader.

“Our standard has been

since the first minute of the
first match,”

said.
Few expected E

Pharaohs are the only

win all three of their first-
round matches are will be

heavily favoured against

Tunisia, a clash between two of

ambitions never

the Ivory Coast,
The Ivorians poor , sho .

mﬁnthe_'1~

Cameroon's
French coach Pierre Lechantre

t Lo retain
their African title, but the

North Africa’s four surviving
nations.

Like Egypt, Tunisia relles on
a well-organized defense, but,
with Hossam Hassan in clinical
form, the defending champion
has the game's polential
matchwinner.
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Ghanaian footballers pfactice at their base in Kurnasi
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African Nations’ Cup quarterfinal against South Africa.

—AFP photo

P ACCRA. Feb 5:
Cameroon foot-
ball legend Roger
Milla is tipping
his country to de-
feat Algeria Sun-
day in the first quarter-final of
the Alrican Natjons Cup,
reports AFP.

"Nothing can stop the In-
domitable Lions qualifying for
the final,” the 1990 World Cup
hero told reporters in the
Ghanaian capital.

"At last we have a national
team that is fulfilling its poten-
tial.”

After winning twice and fin-
ishing runners-up once between
1984 and 1988, the Central
African nation has seen a suc-
cession of star-studded squads
[ail to match expectations.

The Lions resembled tooth-
less cubs two years ago when
timidly departing from the Na-
tions Cup after a shock quarter-
finals defeat by the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Coach Pierre Lechantre, a
former French professional
who scored 90 goals in 350 club
appearances, played tribute to
his players.

“l am thrilled by the number
of scoring chances we have cre-
ated. The amount of midfield

possession won offers me en-
couragement ahead of greater
challenges." he said.

‘None of the squad has

fasted success at the African
Nations Cup and this has
heightened the desire to bring
the cup back to Cameroon. Tac-
tically and technically, I have a
great squad.”

Cameroon won Group A. the
second toughest of the four
mini-leagues, on goal difference
after finishing level on points
with Ghana, Cote d'lvoire and
Togo and their 3-0 triumph over
the Ivorians was a first-round
highlight.

Goalkeeper Boukar Alioum,
elevated to [lirst choice when
Europe-based Jacques Songo'o
and William Andem put club be-
fore country, has been largely
idle thanks to the cover pro-
vided by Raymond Kalla and
Rigobert Song.

Marc Viven-Foe from En-
glish Premiership club West
Ham United is the best known
member of a strong. quick, skil-
ful midfield that ensures strik-
ers Patrick Mboma and Joseph-
Desire Job are not short of scor-
ing opportunities.

Algeria are anotheér country
desperate to revive the glory
days after a sad, steady decline
since lifting the Nations Cup as

hosts in 1990 with a 1-0 final
victory over Nigeria.
A civil war involving the

government and Islamic fun-
damentalists has bred instabil-
ity within football and the

ated at the 1998 Nations Cup.

losing their three first-round
malches.

The North Alfricans have

never beaten Cameroon in the
tournament, losing a penalty
shootout 16 years ago after a
goalless semi-final and gomg
down 3-2 in 1986 and 2-1 in
1998 at the group stage.

Coach Nasser Sandjak,
plucked from the obscurity of a
French lower league less than
two months ago, says his mis-
sion has been accomplished by

ipping more-fancied DR Conﬁ::
or second place behind Sou
Africa in Group B.

“Algeria has regained respect
as a lootball nation.” he said.
“There is a long road ahead, but
we have good players who just
need more discipline and £ .ore
aggression.”

Captain and midfielder
Moussa Saib, a survivor from
the cup-winning team, says
Sandjak has introduced stabil-
ity to a team that had seven
coaches since the qualifying
competition for the 2000 finals

began.

Saib provides the skill and
Bilal Dziri the sweat in mid-
field. Mahieddine Meftah and
Rezki Amrouche are experi-

"enced defenders and Faouzi

Moussouni a revelation in at-

Reina (L) and
during their
-—AFP photo
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