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15| Wnho lifted the National Cricket|.

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING! Faruque Ah :
Ali Ahsan Babu (L) while Aminul Islam (2nd from R) looks on at Gazipur yesterday. Both
Faruque and Aminul played for Biman last year.

Inter-club players' transfer on
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med (R) deposits his token to Biman official

—Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Steve Waugh
[Australian cricket captain)
“It's been a great end to a

great seasorn.”

After winning the Carlton
and United tri-series.

Shoaib seeks
time from-
" Notts

UNDATED, Feb 5 (Intermet
report): Pakistani speedster
Shoaib Akhtar has set a dead-
line with Nottinghamshire for
deciding his fate at Trent Bridge
as mindful Chris Cairns is
waiting in the wings.

The Pakistani paceman has
asked the club 1o ﬁlw: him until
February 20 to find out whether

his international commit-
ments will prevent him fulfill-
ing his contract this summer.

If Shoaib is chosen for all
four Pakistan tours, he will
only be available for five

County Championship matches

and Notts will turn to all-
rounder Cairns as his replace-
ment.

Notts chairman Albert

Bocking sald: "Shoalb wants to
come to Trent Bridge but the
bottom line is that Pakistan
have first call on him.

“if they pick him for all four
tours we would probably want .
to come to some agreement to

terminate his contract.”

Ossie fears
for Diego

TOKYO, Feb 5: World Cup-

winning Argentine Ossie
Ardiles said on Saturday he

feared for the life of his former
international teammate Dlego

Maradona, who s undergoing
mmbﬂimuun in Cuba, re-

played
ide Ardiles at the 1982
World Cup and then led Ar-
ory four years
tted into a hos-
fit&l in Uruguay last montt af-
er nufferlné eart .problems
y cocaine and al-

Maradona, who

entina to
ater, was a

ke =

Ardiles felt the troubled
former player might not have
much tme left to sort oul his

em.

“He is a very i1l man really,”
Ardiles, who is back ym
as the new manager of

Yokohama F Marinos.
"He's found
to kick the

chanu.m‘

e e, - —

it very difficult
habit but t?c must do
Is probably his last

ing to be for
« A8 a lot of things
for that to hap-

> that * Ardiles sald,

Star cricketers
stayed oult of the
inter-club crick-
eters’ transfer as
' the three-day
_ bourse anina
dreary fashion at the Bangla-
desh Cricket Board (BCB)

. Conference Room yesterday.

Although almost all the
leading cricketers paid courtesy
visit, none of them showed the
enthusiasm and excitement of a
transfer that offered lots of
speculation and drama previ-
ously.

At the onset of the bourse,
the 12 Premier League clubs of
Dhaka reached an off-hand
deal. dubbed as gentleman's
agreement, for not to chase af-
ter the bracketed top four play-
ers of each team.

Forty-eight cricketers col-
lected their tokens on the open-
ing day and thirty-nine partici-
pated in the transfer business
so far.

The only notable incident on
the day. highlighted by the
presence of mediocre players,
were the signings of national
captain Aminul Islam and his’
predecessor Faruque Ahmed on
commission. Words were on the
air that the controversial
agreement of the clubs might be
sabolaged by some ambitious
teams as Aminul and Faruque
headed off to a secret place to
settle a surprise deal.

But the duo made a fuss out
of nothing as they eventually
prelerred to stay with their old
club-- Bangladesh Biman. Bi-
man had a little doubt about its
bracketed player Aminul. But
as there was no ‘don't touch’
sign over Faruque, the national
airliners were very skeptical

“about the allegiance of their

captain. The former
Bangladesh captain however
put the growing speculation of
moving 1o Mohammedan
Sponln%‘(:luh to rest by sub-
mitting his token to Biman ol-
ficlals yesterday.

Apart from the two big deals,
the defending champions en-
sured the services of other three
pool é}layers-- Habibul Bashar,
Javed Omar Belim and Saiful-
lah Khan. Besides, the holders
also roped in two young players
including right-arm seamer
Aminul Islam Bhola, who
pla{cd for AjJax last season.

ike Biman. Surjo Tarun
Club, Brothers Union and Kal-
abagan also came to the BCB of-
fice accompanied by their star
Elayers. But Abahani and Mo-
ammedan, the two most
crowd-pulling outfits In the
country, did not show up In the

Aransfer market yesterday.

Brothers Unlon stirred some
sensation in an otherwise
mundane market when they
signed up Pakistani Shahed
Mehmud, The Lahore-based leg-
spinner, who played for Mo-

Lazio shift focus
on Raul

MADRID, Feb 5: tallan Se-
rie A side Lazio are prcparin% a
36 million dollar swoop flor
Real Madrid’'s Spanish interna-
tional Raul Gonzalez Blanco, a
newspaper reported here Satur-
day. reports AFP.

According to sports dally As
Lazio president Sergio Crag-
notti has instructed an inter-
mediary to recruit the 23-year-
old Raul, under contract with
Real Madrid until 2002,

As suggests Cragnotti, whose
club I8 engaged In a fierce {ight
with Juventus for the Itallan
championship, I8 prepared to
entice Raul to Italy on a sal
of almost five and a half mil-
llon dollars a season.

The report suggests that
Lazio have tumed to the Span-
Ish striker after finding the
54m dollar price tag hanging
over Barcelona's brilllant 28-
year-old Brazilian star Rivaldo
excessive, considering his aﬁe.

+ Raul has spent all his play-
ing days at fifth-placed Real

L Madrid.

Sports Reporter

L3

hammedan last year, took all
by surprise when he took an
amazing haul of 54 wickets in

only seven matches for Chit-
tagong in the National League.
The Gopibagh club also ob-

tained the token of Abahani
pacer Ahmed Kamal.

Surjo Tarun, a new force in
Dhaka cricket,
secured the jobs of Mo-
hammedan's ri
Morshed Ali Khan, Victoria's
young opener Imran Ahmed

and Agrani Bank's left-arm

spinngr Suja Erfan. Al-Amin of
Victoria also Joined Surjo

Tarn.

The transfer will resun. at

Spm today.

Pakistani Shahed Mehmud (L), who played for Mo-
hammedan last season, shakes hands with his new cl_ub
mate Shahriar Hossain of Brothers Union after completing

transfer formalities yesterday.
—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

also had a
happy hunting on the da%r. They

t-arm seamer

The following 24 cricketers
have lost their rights to bargain
in the transfer market: Biman;
Aminul Islam, Habibul Bashar,
Hasanuzzaman and Javed
Omar; Abahani: Naimur Rah-
man, Mehrab Hossain, Hasibul
Hossain and Azam Igbal; Mo-
hammedan SC: Nasirul Alam.
Rashedul Haque, Monjurul Is-
lam and Mohammad Ralique;
Brothers Union: Sanwar Hos-

sain. Shafliuddin Ahmed,
Shahriar Hossain and Ja-
hangir Alam; Kalabagan KC:
Fahim Muntasir, Mushfiqur
Rahman, Saiful Islam and
Harunur Rashid; Surjo Tarun
Club: Minhazul Abedin, Al-
Shahriar, Khaled Masood and
Enamul Hoque.
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The 39 players who were involved in the bourse
on first day of the three-day inter-club cricketers’

transfer yesterday:

Name Previous Club
Habibul Bashar Bangladesh Bliman
Hasanuzzaman Bangladesh Biman

Saifullah Gem
Javed Omar
Salahucddin

Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman

Humayun Rashid City Club
Aminul Islam Bhola Ajax
Zakir Hasan Victoria SC
Munirul Haq Monli GMCC
Mazharul Haq Mridul Orient SC
Omar Sharif Khan Alax

Lablur Rahman ngrani Bank
Md. Salahuddin urfo Tarun

Tanvir Ahmed Bangladesh Biman
Mizanur Rahman Orient SC
Jamaluddin Babu Mohammedan SC
Moflizul Islam Orient SC
All Nishan . Prantick KC
Morshed Alam Sentu City Club
Ahmed Kamal Abahani KC
Mokter Siddiki Wari Club
Morshed All Khan Mohammedan SC
Imran Ahmed Victoria SC
Suja Erfan rani Bank
Al-Amin ictoria SC

Shahed Mehmud
Taruqul Hasan
Mustadir Litu

Mohammedan SC
Dhanmondi Club
Victoria SC

Ashfaq Al Mohammedan SC
Raliqul Islam Bangladesh Biman
Murad Khan Wari Club
Rajin Saleh Agrani Bank
Emran Parvez Ajax

Bikash Ranjan Das Dhaka Wanderers

Biplob Sarker GMCC
Sajid Hasan Kalabagan KC
Masudur Rahman Kalabagan KC
Mahabubur Rahman Kalabagan KC

Towhid Hossaln Brothers Union

Present Club

Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Bangladesh Biman
Warl Club

Agrani Bank
Agrani Bank

Wari Club

Wari Club

Wari Club

Wari Club

Aﬁrﬂui Bank
Brothers Union
A%lrnni Bank
Brothers Union
Brothers Unfon
Brothers Unlon
Brothers Uniorl
Surjo Tarun

Surjo Tarun

Surjo Tarun

Surjo Tarun
Brothers Union
Victoria SC
Kalabagan KC
Kalabagan KC
Kalabagan KC
Kalabagan KC
Kalabagan KC

Kalabagan KC
Kalab

City Club
Wari Club
Wari Club

Victoria SC

n KC |
Vlc?g:la SC

{ Ctg ready for
NFL opener
Chittagon Jila Krira

Sangstha (CJKS) is now ready to
host the first-ever National
Foolball League at MA Aziz
Stadium. officlals sald yester-
day. reports BSS,

Post and Telecommunica-
tions and Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim will inaugurate
the tournament on February 9.
Chltlaﬁong City Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury and of-
ficlals of Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) will be pre-
sent.

The tournament is expected
to generate much enthusiasm
among the football loving peo-
ple in the distriet and adjoining
areas and the CJKS officials
have been working round-the-

. Clock to make it a grand meel.
The stadium has been read-

iedd and decorated properly to
welcome the football heroes of
the past and present, acting
general secretary F H Khan
Fazu said.

He said, "We have organised
successfully a three-day cricket
malch between England 'A" and
Bangladesh late last year and
we are capable ol hosting the
four scheduled matches of the
League smoothly.”

Tournament secretary Sira-
jul Islam Bachchu, who is also
BFF joint secretary, and an-
other BFF joint secretary Badal
Roy are now in Chittagong to
oversee the preparations.

Eight tleams split into two
groups will take part in the
tournament on league basis.

The teams are Dhaka Mo-

r

hammedan Sporting Club,
Dhaka Abahani Krira Chakra,
Muktijoddha Sangsad. Chit-

tagong Abahani, Khulna Aba-
hani, Sylhet Chaturanga, Ra-
jshahi Abahani and Netrokona
Mohammedan.

Dhaka Mohammedan will
take on Khulna Abahani in the
inaugural match.

Akram’s

advice

SYDNEY, Feb 5: Pakistan
cricket captain Wasimm Akram
wants his country's oflicials to
review the way they approach
the game after another
promising tour of Australia
ended’in defeat. reports Reuters

Akram, speaking alter his
side crashed to a 152-run deleat
in the second one-day final at
the Sydney Cricket Ground,
sald the Pakistan Cricket Board
IPCHB) needed 45 change the way
it ran the game il It was serious
about wanling to challenge
leams like Australia.

‘We always come to Aus-
tralia and get hammered. It's
not the [irst time," Akram said.

"We have to get our standard
higher in Pakistan cricket. Tal-
ent's not enough.

"It can be enough if you want
to win once in five games or
maybe on the subcontinent, but

or in South Africa you have to
have a very good structure and
very good back-up as well."

Pakistan were beaten 3-0 in
their three-match test series
with Australia after coming
here with high hopes of success.

They beal Australia in the
first preliminary match of the
triangular series which also in-
cluded India but falled to beat
them again, losing their next
five clashes including the two
[inals,

AKram, who needs just 17
wickels to become only the
fourth man in history to take
400 tesl scalps, said it was un-
likely he would get the chance
to tour Australia again as his

he hoped the PCB would lister)
lo his advice on how to improv
Ltheir chances ol winning.”

“T'll go back and find out the
reaction there Ifrom the cricket
board,” he said.

'l always go back with ideas
it depends !ﬂuw many people
want to listen.”

L’pool squad’s
scary landing

LONDON, Feb 5: English
Premiership glants
were involved in a terrifying
plane ordeal alter a club trip to
Malta, goalkeeper Sander Wesl-
erveld reported Saturday, re-
porls AFP,

Anfield manager Gerard
Houllier and his players were
shaken after the incident,
which happened as they pre-
yared to land in bad weather at

lanchester Alrport last Satur-
day, the Duteh stopper told The
Sun.

Weslterveld said: "It was the
worst flight I have ever experi-
enced. | was scared stiff.

‘I must have been in 100
acroplanes but | had never come
across a landing like this be-
lore, It was unbelievable,

“The only thing the plane
diddn’t do was go Into a loop.
There was so much turbulence
that the plane was going from
lell to right, up and down, and it
wils also shaking.

“"We even bounced on the
tarmac as we came in to land. |
was really sweating, so you can
imagine how relieved | was
when we finally got all the
wheels down on the ground.”

The incident happened last
Salurday as the team returned
from a mid-season trip to the
sunshine Island.

Liverpool's opponents in the
Premiership Saturday Leeds
also sulfered a hnrrll{ring air
ordeal two years ago when an
engine lire caysed their jet to
crash-land just after take-off at
Stansted - the Yorkshire party
also escaped injury.

if you want to win in Australia |

career draws o a close but saicl |

Liverpool |

£

Aminul Islam Bhola signing for Bangladesh Biman while his new club teammates Javed
Omar (L) and Habibul Bashar watch.

—Star photo
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England in a
international on
reports Reuters,
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England might
more successful
keeper Chris

Jacques Kallis twice in

for two.

ILONDON.,

South Adrica, Feb

' 5: Shaun Pollock

| hit boundaries off

. consecutive balls

| 1o earn South Afl-
rica a two-wicket
win with two balls to spare over
one-day
Friday,

The home sidie, who won the
toss and elected to field, replied
io England’'s 231 for six wiln
233 lor eight in 49.4 overs to
hopes of
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reaching the final of the trian-
which also

went into the
bowled by mediume-
pacer Mark Ealham, needing
runs to win and Pieter
Strydom took a single to mid-

Pollock drove the next deliv-
ery to Nasser Hussain at short
cover for no run but swept the
third to the fine leg boundary
and pulled the fourth, a full
loss, 1o the midwickel ropes to
Pollock was
nine_ not out with Strydom on

Soulh Africa relied on their
micddle and late order batsmen
for their win after slumping to
126 lor live in the 32nd over in
the lace to tight bowling and
committed fielding by England.
been
wicket-
Read dropped
the
space ol six balls — first off left-
arm last bowler Alan Mullally
on 13 with the total 69 for two
and then on 21 ofl Ealham at 78

Kallis went on to make 36,

with Nell McKenzie's 37 the
only other score above 30
among the South African top
Six.

Lance Klusener and Jonty
Rhodes bepgan South Africa’s
victory charge with a seventh
wickel stand of 38 off 41 balls
which ended in the 46th over
when Klusener was bowled for
26 by a full toss from medium
pacer Mark Alleyne.

Rhodes continued to mar-
shall South Alrica's effort with
calm batting until he was bril-
liantly caught by a diving Al
leyne al extra cover ofl [ast
bowler Darren Gough for 42 in
the 49th over, with 11 runs re-
quired.

Alleyne scored 53 to help
England to their useful {otar
Number six Alleyne, missed on
nought by wicketkeeper Mark
Joucher, drove a ball from fast
bowler Pollock to Kallis at
cover in the 49th over having
[aced 67 balls and hit five fours
and a six.

Most of Alleyne's runs were
scored in a sixth-wicket parl-
nership ol 74 he shared with
Ealham. who was 29 not out.

England slumped to 61 lor
three in the 15th over but
opener Nick Knight kept the
tourists heads above water with
64 runs struck ofl 112 balls and
including six fours belore he

was fifth out in the 36th over
when he popped a simple return
catch to lelt-arm spinner Stry-
dom |

Alleyne was named man-ol-
the-match for an all-round per-
formanc¢e which included a re-
turn of three for 55 with the
ball.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the one-day
triangular series day/night

match beiween South Africa
and England on Friday: -
ENGLAND

N Hussain ¢ Boucher b Pollock 10
N Knight ¢ and b Strydom &4
G Hick ¢ Koen b Hayward 1]
V Solanki ¢ Pollock b Kallis 10
D Maddy ¢ Strydom b Cronje 22
M Allevne ¢ Kallis b Pollock 53
M Ealham not out 29
C Read not out 10
Extras: (Ib-4, w-13, nb-5) 22
Total: (For six wickets in 50 overs) 231

Pollock pilots Proteas

Fall of wickets: 1-22: 2-35; 3-
61;:4-105, 5-144: 6-218

Did not bat: A Mullally, D
Gough, A Caddick
Bowler: O M R
Pollock 10 0 5 5

w

2

Hayward 8 0" 46 i
Cronje 10 0 2D 1
Kallis 8 0 51 1
Klusener 9 0 51 0
Strydom o O I8 ]

SOUTH AFRICA

H. Gibbs ¢ Read b Mullally 14
L Koen ¢ Read b Ealham 25
M Boucher ¢ Knight b Caddick -

I T

SHAUN POLLOCK

J Kallis ¢ Read b Alleynu 3O
N McKenzie run out (Solanki) 37
H Cronje ¢ Ealham b Alleyne 10
J Rhodes ¢ Allsyne b Gough 42
L Klusener b Alleyne 26
P Strydom not oult -
S Pollock not oult 9
Extras: (Ib-4,. w-7,. nb-7) 18
Total: (For eight wickels

in 49.4 overs) 233

Fall of wickets: 1-36; 2-46; 3-
79: 4-110: 5-126: 6-163: 7-201:
8-221

Did not bat: M Hayward

Bowler O M R W
Gough 10 0 47 1
Caddick 10 0 20 ]
Mullally 10 ] 24 ]
Ealham 9.4 0 o3 ]
Alleyne 10 0 55 3

Result: South Africa won by
two wickets

Man-of-the-match: Mark
Alleyne.

STANDINGS

Team P W L
South Alrica 5 3 2
Zimbabwe 4 2 2
England 5 2 1
Rem matches

T NR Pts | B ¢
0 0 6 -0.13
0 0 4 +0.112
0 0 4 +0.029

Feb 6: South Africa v Zimbabwe, Port Elizabeth (D/N).

Feb 9: En
Feb 12:

SYDNEY, Feb 5

[ 2]

(AP/AFP): Im-
mediately after
| Australla had

posted their high-
L -t —] est total ever in a

limited-overs international,
skipper Steve Waugh said the
team was already focussing on
setting further records.

The Australians notched 337
for seven Friday, the biggest
score ever compliled Iin an in-
ternatioanal one-dayer down
under. and then bowled Pak-
istanywoul for 185 (o clinch the
lri~r1.\linn linals series 2-0 at
the Sydney Cricket Ground.

Australia's next assignment
s a tour of New Zealand start-
ing February 14, which will
comprise three Test matches
and a limited-overs series.

And Waugh said he was ex-
pecting the winning stretch to
continue,

The Australians, who won
the World Cup in England last
year, have won nine successive
one-davers on the back of seven
successive Test wins (n the
southern summer and are
within reach of two records on
the New Zealand tour,

Australia need only three
Hmited-overs wins lo overhaul
the world record of 11 succes-
sive wins shared by the Wesl In-
dies, who achieved it 1984-85,

and the English team of 199]-

d v Zimbabwe, Centurion (D/N).
al (reserve day 13th) Johannesburg (D/N).

New Zealand next on

3

92.
The Aussies also need just

one Test win to equal and two {o

better their national record ol
eight consecutive Test wins,
held by Warwick Armstrong's
side of 1920-21.

Although with only three
Tests being played in the trans-
Tasman series, Australia can-

not surpass the world record ol

11 successive Tests wins — sel
bv the West Indian side of 1983-
84 - until the West Indies tour
Australia next summer.

Waugh sald his team was

starting to earn the same re-

Aussie hit-list

spect as the all-conquering West
Indian teams ol the '80s and a
good tour of New Zealand would
enhance their reputation,

We've been looking forward
to going to New Zealand for a
little while now — we've got ten
days oll now which is like six
months lor us,” said Waugh.

It's a good challenge over
there ... they'll be (ired up and
they're playing well. But we'll be
ready for the challenge and |
expect us to play as well over
there as we have hére.”

Australia lost just one of

See page 14

TEST MATCHES
Nov 5.9
Nov 1822
Nov 26-28:
Dec 10-14:
Dec 26-30:
Jan 2-4:
ONE-DAY MATCHES
Jan 9
Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 16
Jan 19
Jan 23
Jan 26
Jan 30
Feb 2:
Feb 4

HBeatl Pakistan b

AUSTRALIA’'S HOME SEASON

SYDNEY. Feb 5 (Reuters): Australia's record in Test and one-day
malches during their 1999-2000 home season:

Beat Pakistan by 10 wickets, Brisbane

Beat Pakistan by four wickets, Hobhart

Beat Pakistan by an innings and 20 runs, Perth
Beal India by 285 runs, Adelaide

Beat India by 180 runs, Melbourme.

Beat India by an innings and 141 runs, Sydney

Lost to Pakistan by 45 runs, Brisbane
Beat India by 28 runs, Melboume .
. Beat India by five wickets, Sydne
Beat Pakistan by six wickets, Me
Beat Pakistan by 81 runs, Sydney
15 runs, Adelaide
Beat India by 152 runs, Adelaide
Beat India by four wickets, Perth
Beat Pakistan by six wickets, Melbourne
Beat Pakistan by 152 runs, 5?"-_1“*)'__ .~

urne




