 The Buily

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. Ali
Dhaka, Sunday, February 6, 2000

~ Bangla-EC Relations

P{?ME Minister Sheikh Hasina's visit to EU
eadquarters in Brussels has provided an
| Impetus to Bangladesh's ties with the European
j Union. This has come by way of a better
1 understanding of each other's position on trade,
i aid and investment. Concrete results are likely to
{

follow.

EU is the largest importer of Bangladeshi goods
and significantly the biggest development partner
for her in terms of the total development assis-
tance received by Dhaka from individual EU mem-
ber-states and EU as an entity. When such are the
| Strands on which their relationship has evolved
| over the yvears there could have been a tendency to-
| wards takin%)things for granted. But obviously that
-~ would have been extremely naive the stakes being
~ too high in such big volumes of transactions be-

 tween the EU and Bangladesh.
The European Commission President Prof Ro-
" mano Prodi has set the right tenor by unveiling an
. EC proposal for a unilateral opening of EU mar-
l kets to LDC products granting them zero tarift ac-
l

1| cess which has been a sticking point for the Least

| Developed Countries.

. However, till such time as the EU and OECD

" countries provide zero-tariff access to the products
| from LDCs and the latter's productive capacities .
| increase significantly to take full advantage ofit, |
"' GSP and other concessional facilities would need
" to be continued. In other words, there is a case for |
| the 2005 deadline on special concessions, includ-
ing quota reservations, 1o be relaxed.

On aid and investment, the imperatives look
clear-cut. First of all, the flow of Official Develop-
ment Assistance (ODA) to the developing world has
marked a sharp decline during the last couple of |
years. The stipulated disbursement from the devel-
oped countries of at least 0.7 per cent of their aggre-
' sate national incomes remains a far, far ery. There

%as been a noticeable shift in the aid policy from
project to sector-wise investment, which the
Bangladesh PM pointed out, tended to reduce the |
flow of resources 'during transition.' Cluttered |
formalities sometimes put a blight on project aid |
itself. And, if this should come to characterise sec- |
tor-wise investment as well then we don't know |
where to read the sign of progress? |
. The hitherto protected local industries have a
. survival problem in adjusting to the present-day
" tariff and trade regimes. As well as restructuring
" the old units we need to set up new industries to |
cope with the situation, both requiring a heavy |
dose of investment. We can garner it only from im-
proved terms of trade and FDIs.

AIDS Campaign
Bank-rolled |

HE World Bank's new loan package of 40 mil- |
: lion US dollars for AIDS/HIV prevention pro-
| | grammes can be looked at from two angles. Indeed, |
- || increased influx of fund will bolster the country's |
ficht against spread of the deadly disease. At the
same time. it underscores the dire need to be on
constant guard; more so because our closest neigh-
bour lndia has.one.of .the highest. aumber of HIV- .
| infec people in the world. Also, ‘prevalerice rate e
in Myanmar and Thailand is scaringly on the rise.
Therefore. the news of WB lending brings relief .
amida} trepidation. | +
FBE { slow progress in implementation ol previous
+ 1 AIDS/HIV projects — only seven per cent of 7.75 |
. million dollars provided by UNDP and other de- |
velopment partners has so far been utilised — were

1 ' | any indicator of our awareness and activism In |
1 | | this regard, we have reasons to be disappointed.

* | | Also, the National AIDS Committee, formed back

® | | in 1985, has been rendered dysfunctional by the |
< | | government’s apparent reluctance to get its rec- |
5 | | ommendations materialised. Basically, therefore, |
S | | our fight against this killer malady has largely |
- | | been confined to seasonal seminars and symposia. |
9 | | We definitely need to change our approach right
1§ away. !
cf i True, at this point of time, we have a low preva- |
- | | lence rate at around one per cent: some 30,000 peo-

'_9'} ple have been diagnosed as HIV-positive or AlIDS !
< patients. However, there are so many factors that |
«¢ | can change the scenario for the worse overnight. 1
» | High incidence of the disease in neighbouring In-

2 dia and Myanmar aside, there is the threat of l

“behavioural and migratory” pattern of the in- |
fected. Another worrying factor is the high per- |
centage of HIV-positive among intravenous cFrug r
users and other high risk groups. Besides, we have
« | no such thing as sex education in our curriculum
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'j | and ‘safe sex’ is a notion most of our young genera-
~ tion has never come across.

*2¢ | Therefore, we need to put more accent on sensiti-
o ' sation and the WB loan is directed towards launch-
= | ling a camﬁaign in this behalf. We hope that the
ordl § people at the top is fully seized of what needs to be
— | done and make good use of the WB loan.

= Diesel Smugghng

34 large scale smuggling of diesel across the border
i into neighbouring West Bengal has been re-
wi' | ported from the north-western region of
- ' Bangladesh. This could hamper the cultivation of
D | 1 boro in the area. A section of dishonest petrol
g | 1

pump owners allegedly in league with professional

= | gangs are carrying out the smuggling operation. Re-
o | sultantly, transporters and power pump OWIIErS
ks are getting less diesel than they need and, at a
Oraki | higher price, too. Boro cultivation is the dependent
;{,__j_.ij \ on irrigation which seems to have received a set-
Qactd back.

g The Prothom Alo report in question specifically
Wt mentions the places and routes of diesel smuggling
u | | together with a possible reason why the people arc
ey engaged in this illegal trade: price of diesel is much
ﬁ higher in the nei%hbuuring areas of India, particu-
FTA larly West Bengal. The role of local administration
for and BDR has drawn a flak in the face of continual
g smuggling. Around 40 lakh litres of diesel is re-
gt quired every day to run the irrigation pumps and
wl | tubwells. Strangely enough, about five lakh litres
had are on additional demand, beyond the daily re-
- quirement figure, and it is feared the quantity is

being smuggled out.

This is such an item which is difficult to trans-
ort without being seen by the security forces or
order guards. The local administration must be

knowing the people responsible for such activities
in the border areas that are injurious to the na-
tional economy. Home Ministry may be aware of
what has been going on but we are yet to see any de-
terring action taken against the culprits. If this be
the attitude of the administration towards the
smugglers and their mentors then the country is up
k| i odds that can hardly be overcome and peo-
“ | r~le will be made to suffer for it. The Home Ministry
. 1-‘I S to mp in a_nﬂ -ﬂx the matter.
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Why did EU react in this way? After all the people of Austria h
the far-right Freedom Party in an election held democratically
people in Austria the sovereign right to elect the representat
policies? Can EU i
anxious ques

| N Tuesday. Ist of Febru-
ary. a conservative coali-
tion with the far-right

Freedom Parly was polsed'to
take political power in Vienna.
Al the time of writing, Austria’s
President Thomas Klestil has

not accorded his approval to the -

coalition government, as he a?-
peared to be uncomfortab
with the policies of the Freedom
Party. The President is helpless
as he is not constitutionally
empowered to reject the coall-
tion with the Freedom Party be-
cause the representatives of the
two partles were elected in a
general election last October.
However, he delayed the
swearing in of the government
by rel]t:cung two names [rom the
far-right party in the proposed
cabinet of the coalition gov-
ernment. If everything goes on
well, the President is expected
to decide on within a day or two.
The President is hesitant be-
cause the European Union (EUJ,
of which Austria became a full
member five years ago, has
threatened to f[reeze political
contacts with Vienna if Jorg
Haider's Freedom party enters '
the government. The US has
adopted similar approach. EU

1HE dates for the much-
I awalted visit of United
States President Bill
Clinton have finally been
officially announced. This has
sel at rest speculations and
some elements of uncertainty
about the visit. His trip to South
Asia is "much-awaited” because
it was to take place much
earlier but was later postporied
due to nuclear explosions in
India and Pakistan in May,
1998.

The US is against expansion
of nuclear power and had been
urging both New Delhi and Is-
lamabad to desist from carry-
ing out atomic devices. As an
expected development to the
nuclear detonations by the two
traditionally hostile neigh-
bours. President Clinton called
off the trip to this region. The
unfortunate victim of this post-
ponement was Bangladesh.
which never received an Ameri-
can president before. While In-
dia and Pakistan can be held
responsible for creating reasons
for the postponement of the
visit, Dhaka undoubtedly,
missed the chance.

However, the president's
South Asia trip remained on
the cards and he sald he would
make a visit here before relin-
quishing the office after two
terms - a time span thal expires
later this year. Still, there were
uncertainties on the (rip
mainly due to the political cli-
mate in the region. Two princi-
pal actors - India and Pakistan

~hardly demonstrate any sign’

of improvement in thejr rela-
{ionship, which often remains
bedevilled due to their inherent
mistrust and belligerent pos-
tures. On the contrary, their ties
nosedived in the last few
months that clouded the
prospects of the trip of the US
president, Fortunately, the visit
has now been formally an-
nounced and President William
Jefferson Clinton will be in this
part of the world in late March

HE selection process for
America’'s next President
got under way with the
Hampshire Primary on
Tuesday, February 1. The
process will conclude with the
election of a new President on
Tuesday. November 7. Isn't it
nice to know years in advance
the dates of elections (always
Tuesdays) and the exact day
America will welcome a new
President? One can rest assured
that the defeated parl‘y will not
accuse the winner ol election
fraud and call continuous
hartal in protest! The victors in
American elections are always
magnanimous and the
vanquished humble. Will we
ever learn? :
The cold New Hampshire
winter sent a chill through the
overconfident campaign of
Texas Governor George W. Bush,
the Republican front runner.
Bush lost to Vietnam war heéro
Arizona Senator John McCain
by a whopping 18 percentage
points. This was the most hu-
miliating drubbing the second
place finisher has ever suffered
in New Hampshire since Ronald
Reagan thrashed Governor
Bush's father, the former Presi-
dent George Bush, by 20 points
in 1980. Ronald Reagan named
George Bush his Vice President
and went on to defeat incum-
bent President Jimmy Carter in
1980. Alter Reagan’s tenure
ended in 1988, Vice President
George Bush won the Presidency
on his own in 1988, before being

President Portuguese Prime
Minister described the coall-
tion pact as a “very dangerous
move”. The proposed visit of
Portugal’'s President to Austria
next month is on hold as an ex-
pression of displeasure to the
political developments in Vi-
enna. Israel has recalled its
Ambassador from Vienna even
hefore the coalition is installed
as a governmendt,

Why did EU react in this
way? After all the people of
Auslria have elected the r?pre-
senlatives ol the lar-right Free-
dom Parly in an election held
democratically In October last.
Have nol the people in Austria
the sovereign right to elect the
representatives with extreme
right-wing or lascist policies?
Can EU interfere in an internal
mallier of a member-state?
These are the anxious questions

Clinton’s South Asian Trip

ceds in lessening tensions m::tiﬁly caused by two rival
de living in the region will

“If the visit of the president to South Asia succ
countries and improve the political climate here, then the vast multitu

which are being debated in Eu-
rope and elsewhere.

Freedom party's populist
leader Jorg Halder ISOF has ex-
pressed extreme views on im-
migration and human rights.
He \Jruisrd Hitler's policy of
employment and considered
Nazl SS troops as “men of hon-
our”. He is known Lo be hostile
o the presence of foreigners in
the country and believes in zero
innuigration, even f{rom the
neighbouring poor European
countries. His views were at-
tractive to the Austria’s voters
for quick-(ix solutions. He ex-
pressed his views without real-
ising the consequences it would
have elsewhere In Europe,

"Moreover, Halder was encour-

aged by the rise of far-right par-
ties in Australia, France, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Italy and

nterfere in an internal matter of a mem
tions, which are being debated in Europe and elsewhere.

ther it was belleved thal pros-
[)eri ty and I_‘pnt:sgﬂ.-ussm would elim-

Switzerland.

The rise of far-right parties
in Europe and in other coun-
tries, according to political ex-
perts, is due to the unsettlin
effects of globalisation an
modern high technology on ‘he

community. The rura pcu&le
Is

are adversely affected b

change. Old order has disap-
peared; and once the thriving
towns have been deserted b

young people. Unemployment fs

on the rise in the rural areas
and during hard times, the -
ple need scapegoals. Immigra-
tion policy and minority com-
munity are often the targets of
the populist policy.

It was thought that the holo-
caust during the second world
war would be reminder that
xenophobia, hatred of minority
and racism would have no place
in the present-day world. Fur-

ave elected the representatives of
in October last. Have not the

ives with extreme right-wing
ber-state? These are the

nate the rise of nasty elements

of human Irrationality and
bigotry in the develo
Kosovo war was fou
bat Intolerance and protect the
fundamental human righ
was assumed that the liberal
values in a democratic couitry
were safe.

world.
t to com-

ts. It

However this belief was
shattered when the far-right
Freedom Party won a third ol

Austria’s voters in the last Oc-

tober election and more s0 Now
when that far-right party would
enter a coalition government.
The EU and the US have
taken tough stance to the far-
right coalition government in
Vienna because the policies of
the Freedom Party are menac-
ingly similar in many ways 10
those of Hitler. There is a strong

be benefited by the trip.

barring unforeseen develop-
ment., But the announcement in
Washington did not mentioned
about Clinton's going to Pak-
istan. Several reasons are being
attributed for skipping Islam-
abad during the visit, which as
of now, includes India and
Bangladesh, Not surprisingly,
Pakistan reacted wilﬁ dismay
and said the opportunities for
promoting peace and harmony
in the tension-ridden region
would be lost if the US president

chooses not to visit Islamabad. .

Pakistan officials in the capital
as well in Washington feel that
the itinerary of the American

resident is not final and Is-
Emmbml may be included. A
comment by Clinton on Friday
that he may come lo Pakistan
as well gives credence to their
optimism.

Evidently, the visit to Pak-
istan hangs in the balance be-
cause of several factors. The
military takeover in the coun-
try removing an elected gov-
ernment on October 12 forced
the US to take a hard view to the
new regime even though the re-
action to the development by
Washington was relatively
mute and it was so much so that
impressions existed In some
quarters that there might have
been a kind of “green-signal” by
the' US to Pakistan develop-
ment. But the fact remains that
the US is the leader of the
democratic world and it cannot
just afford to keep quiet over
the overthrow of the civilian
government howsoever unpopu-
lar it might be or disliked by the
US. Another factor that consti-
tutes as an obstacle to the visil
was, evidently, the “Osama Bin
Laden” issue, as the dissident
Saudi billionaire is accused by
the US as fomenting interna-

tional terrorism. America
wants the Tallban regime in
Afghanistan, where Laden
lives, to be expelled from that
country. And it feels that Pak-
istan could play a role here be-
cause of its close ties with the
Afghan regime.

Neither Kabul nor Islam-
abad was responding positively
to Washington's request as they
have their own reasons and
perceptions. A high-level
Democratic Senatorial delega-
tion paid a visit to Pakistan
some time ago but there was no
assurance from Islamabad that
it could exert its influence on
the Kabul government on this
matter. The Assistanl Secretary

contributed to the re-thinking
in the State Department
whether Pakistan will be in-
cluded in the trip. Besides, the
army ruler - so far ambiguous
about a timeframe for return of
civilian rule in his country, has
of late said thal it is possible
within two years time. US was
insisting for a timeframe in
this regard.

There was no problem for
President Clinton to visit India.
Still, the tensions with India on
the "Kargil” issue and later over
hijacking aiff Indian airlines
commercial flight from Kath-
mandu by the suspected
“Kashmir® militants worsened
the political environment in

of State for South Asian al.air
Karl Inderfurth also held talks
with Pakistan side includin

Chief Executive Genera

Musharraf but no headway
could be made. As such, presi-
dent’'s visit to that country re-
malined uncertain, But after the
formal dafinouncement, Gen.
Musharraf told a high level

'Afghan delegation led by second

man in the Taliban regime Mul-
lah Rabbani that "Laden” issue
needs to be resolved.

However, there was no indi-
cations from the Afghan side
that he would be expelled. But
Mullah Rabbani said Laden is a
“guest” who will not be allowed
to carry out terrorism [rom
their soil. This might have

NIl MATTERS it
AROUND US

g Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
NN ses

the region. New Delhi says that
Pakistan was behind the hi-
jack, but Islamabad denies this
allegation. The president seems
to have made up his mind to
make the visit even in these cir-
cumstances. Area analysts feel
that tensions may subside to

1 some’ extent ahead of the wvisit

because neither side likes to
heigliten the conditions al-
though any marked relaxation
of the hostilities is unexpected
given the complexities in their
ties. The government of Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
is broadly seen as pro-Western
and ties with Washington re-
ceived a boost after Washington
ook a line during “Kargil™ con-
flict that was viewed as favour-
ing India. Pakistan was asked

LETTER FROM AMERICA

to withdraw ils people or those
supported by it from the Indian
side of the line of control. India
also made some trade relax-
ation to the US In recent past.

But some n?]positinn parties,
particularly the leftists, feel
that the Indian government is
leaning too much to the US and
that the coming visit of Clinton
will lay the foundation of
“complete subservience” (o the
Americans. The main left
party, CPM, has expressed fears

that India may replace Pak-

{stan as the “surrogate” in the
region. Evidently, the govern-
ment brushes off the charges.

Clinton while preferring In-
dia to Pakistan as a democratic
state, does not seem to be will-
ing to shut the door to Islam-
abad and wants to maintain a
kind of balance between the two
rivals. Washington’s refusal to
consider Pakistan as a
“terrorist” state as asked by In-
dia in the aftermath of the hi-
jack episode explains this per-
ception. American may also be
feeling that such a balance will
help promote regional amit
and will also encourage bot
sides to sign the CTBT and NPT
conventions. At the same time,
the US may be willing to retain
some leverages over both coun-

tries as it has not withdrawn all /&

the restrictions that were im-
posed in the wake of the nuclear
explosions. It is possible that
the US president may announce
further relaxation provided
there is intentions to comply
with the CTBT.

For Bangladesh, the visit
will no doubt be a fillip since
this will be first presidential
visit from the US. The Secre-
tary of State Madeline Albright
was to come here about two

The Men Who would be President

The Presidential primaries
New York and California holding their primaries earlier,
decided by super Tuesday on March 7.

dethroned by the present occu-
pant of the White House, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, in 1992,
There are other candidates in
the Republican primary, most
notably Steve Forbes, a Prince-
ton graduate and publishing ty-
coon, who finished second to
Bush in the lowa caucus. But the
race is really between Bush and
McCain.

The Democratic contest pit-
ted two intellectual equals. Vice
President Al Gore, who had run
unsuccessfully for the Presi-
dency in 1988, is the son of a
former Senator from Tennessee
and is a Harvard graduate. A
devoul environmentalist and a
cyber geek, a few years ago Vice
President Gore coined the now
famillar {)hrase “information
super highway.” Of course, like
a true politician he did not stop
there. He claimed to have in-
vented the Internet. Under a
torrent of ridicule, only re-
cently Gore has toned down his
claim on Internet fatherhood.

Former New Jersey Senator
Bill Bradley grew up as a slar
High School Basketball player

in rural Missouri. Colleges na-
tionwide sought to recruit him.
Bradley narrowed his choices
down to two: the perennial bas-
ketball powerhouse and an ex-
cellent University., Duke, and
one of the best Universities in
the world, Princeton. Everyone
assumed Bradley would choose

Duke; he chose Princeton in-
slead.

In his first year, Bradley

had to struggle to make the
rade in Princeton. In typical

radle}y fashion, after four

ears he passed magna cum
aude. On the way, he picked up
an Olympic gold medal in the
1964 Tokyo Olympics as a
member nrthe US Basketball
team, single-handedly took
Princeton to the final four of
the college basketball champi-
onship in 1965 (Bradley was the
Most Valuable Player, Prince-
ton finished third), and spent
two years al Oxford as a Rhodes
Scholar. From 1968 to 1978,
Bradley, as a superstar of New
York Knicks professional bas-
ketball team, won two world
championships. Bradley's team

mates used to call him, "Mr.
President.” Bradley success-
fully ran for US Senate from
New Jersey in 1978, was re-
elected in 1984 and 1990, before
retiring in 1996. Bradley has
managed to do all this in one
life time. Clearly, Bill Bradley
ids the writer's choice for Presi-
ent.

In New Hamgshire. Gore de- .
feated Bradley by 52 to 47 per-
centage points. Alter Gore's two
lo one spectacular victory over
Bradley in the Jowa caucus two
weeks earlier, the Gore camp
was hoping for a similar romp.

The closeness of the race
prompted Bradley to claim vic-
tory. Yes, if the front runner
fails to meet expectation, the
second-finisher can claim vic-
tory of sorts! Depending on how
they perform in every state's
primary, the candidates accu-
mulate delegates. The candi-
date winning 2170 delegates
will win the Democratic nomi-
nation. The Republicans will
similarly elect their candidate
al their convention to be held in

"Cheating the

Poor"

Sir, the leader under the
headline "cheating the Poor"
published in The Daily Star, of
February 3rd, 2000 issue has
come to my notice. The blame is
totally false and baseless. This
undermines my personal, so-
cial and political image, status
and career. 1, therefore, vehe-
mently protest against such
publication.

The Daily Star has quoted the
reference of the news ltem pub-
lished in the vernacular dall
“Prothom Alo" of February and,
2000 and also referred to a'so
called report published In a
Saudi newspaper named "Saudi
Gazette” against which I have
already published a protest in
the said newspaper.

Our company singe its incep-
tion has been engaged in the
business wi
and never

‘a great reputation
ame across such

1 J..!

false and fabricated allegations
nor there was any incidents as
alleged in the news item.

We are surprised on publica-
tion of such editorial without
confirming any thing from the
authentic sources. As a matter
of fact till date not a single
complaint is received [rom any
of the workers nor any accusa-
tion was made through proper
channel for such kind of ill
treatment as alleged. We have
reconflirmed through our
sources from Saudi Arabla thal
the allegations made in the
news ltem is purely deviated
from the-truth. 1 have no con-
nection whatsoever with the
alleged Incident as stated
therein,

Rd H B M Igbal. MP
Proprietor

Concern International
House No 17,
Bananl Model Town,
Dhaka

Road No 1, Block D

"Integrity”

Sir. While reading The
Mother (n Mannville, a short
story by M.R Rawlings from the
texthook of H.S.C English, |
came across the word "in-
tegrity”, The writer deflined this
word with a different touch, She
regarded Integrity as "some-
thing that is more than hon-
esty’; she meant someone who
works relentlessly without as-
piring 1o be rewarded. someone
who is devoted and determined
in his or her work. These Lypes
ol people are guided by the pu-
rity of heart. by the serenity of

e, They are willing to sacri-

fice their vigor only lor love,
not (usl any other love but the
love that is divine, that Is re-

spected. Their tranquility lies
in servitude, thelr savory, In
rnnil;cnlnlwgl.l ey |

angladesh needs people
with Such integrity. We want
leaders who disdain egolsm,

Iy . .

—

who are not censorious, who
refrain from all kinds of profu-
sion, whose glowing ardor will
wake our sleeping spirits. who
will neither bent nor crack in
the hardest of situations.

l.ike the writer, I would
like to express these quali.les
in a single word — ‘integrity.’
Clearly, our present leaders are
not of this sort. It Is futile to ex-
pect anything from them unless
they change their habits.
Bangladesh has but a handful of
leader-making Institutions.
Would it be too much to expect
anything from them? ;

An Observer
Dhaka

———
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Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

do not end until June. With delegation-rich populous states such as
the contest in all likelihood will be

Philadelphia this summer.

A year ago, Governor Bush
seemed to have a lock on not
only Republican nomination.
but also on the Presidency. As
the late British Prime Minister
Sir Harold Wilson used to say,
"a week is a long time in poli-
tics.” A year is much longer.
Governor Bush, as the manager
of his father's campaign in
1992, could not have forgotten

. what happened to the senior

Bush. After leading the allies to
viclory against Saddam Hus-
sein in the Gulf War of 1991,
President Bush's popularity
skyrocketed to over 90 per cent.
This scared away all the leading
Democrats f{rom running

-against President Bush. Only an

unknown Governor from an ob-
scure state, Arkansas, mustered
enough courage to challenge the
seemingly invincible incum-
bent President. His name was
Bill Clinton. Within a year, the
economy tumed sour, and since
Americans are known to vote
their poacketbooks, (liey gave
Ew sitting President the heave-
0.

The Presidential primaries
do not end until June. With del-
egation-rich populous states
such as New York and Califor-
nia holding their primaries
earlier, the contest in all like-
lihood will be decided by super
Tuesday on March 7. Although
in the aftermath of his New
Hampshire triumph Senator
John McCain, who wants Gen-
eral Colin Powell as his Secre-
tary of State, is riding the crest
of a wave of popularity, it is dif-
ficult to imagine him dcfeating
the Republican establishment's

cholce, Governor Bush, who has
ralsed an unprecedented 80 mil-

lion dollars for his campaign.

And as much as the wrif
er
would like to believe that his
Eand!dale Bradley will win the
emocratic nomination,
the Democratic by

lishment solidly bac
President Gurc.y BTy

to topple him.

Party estab-
it will be tough

II the contest in November

comes down to Gore vs. Bush -
and there is absolutely no guar-
antee that either will wln%u

party's nomination -
win n = who will

news for Al Gore,
American history

heir
There is good and bad
Only twice in -
has a sitting

- wyiew that the

i

peasement to Nazl Germany £
was dead wrong and the demo- g
cratic governments which ne-
ected the moral fundamentals
uring the rise of Nazism had to
y a heavy price at a later date,
ﬁw EU does not wish to commit
similar mistake.

No one argues that the voters
of Austria have no right 1o clect
an arty in the election.
Equally it is argued thire exists
the right of others to accepl or 1
reject Austria in a club which i
belleves in tolerance and fun-
damental human values. The
relationship 18 a two-way
street. If the people of Austria
are satisfled with a far-right

arty, it Is their business

must be aware that they

are not welcome in the EU or

- elsewhere. So long they vote for

a government of a far-right

party, they will have to bear in

‘mind that they could remain

isolated from the rest of the

world. They can't have the cake
and eat |l too.

The writer, a Barrister, s
former Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN, Geneva.

years ago but the visit was
called off at the last moment
owing to her sudden occupaton
in the Middle East. President’s
close alde Bill Richardson, now
the Energy Secretary, had first }
announced here during a visit
nearly two years ago that Clia- ;
ton would come to Dhaka dur- .
ing the South Asian visit. '

Finally, it is now taking
place. The foreign office with an
experienced Foreign Minister,
and a dynamic State Minister
with him, deserves some crexlit
for this. The first lady Hillary
Clinton came here nearly five
years ago. That was scen as a
feather in the cap of the gov-
ernment. The first ever visit to
this country by an American
resident will expecledly give a
resh impetus to the bilateral
ties. The US is obviously at-
taching greater importance to
South Asia and it is in this line
that a territorial bureau for the
reg,lon has been created in the
US State Department. Robin
Raphel was its first assistant .
secretary of state and Inder- |
furth has succeeded her. He '
makes routine swing to the re-
gion like his predecessor.

America, in addition to what- -
ever strategic importance, has
to turn attention to an area
goPulated by more than one
illion people.

If the visit of the president to i
South Asia succeeds in lessen- #
ing tensions mainly caused by g
two rival countries and improve A
the political climate here, then = ' =

‘Sithe vast multitude Hving in the

region will be benefited by the
trip. After all, the essence of
peace and stability lies in the
well-being of the people who are ;
mired in abject poverty and not
in ritualistic rhetoric of the
visit being "successful and pro-
ductive™ or expressions like
“this will further strengthen
the already existing warm ties
between the two countries”.

Vice President been electgd
President. The first was the 8
President of the US, Martin Van
Buren in 1837; the second was
George Bush in 1988. The odds ;
against Al Gore are overwhelm-
ing. On the other hand, last '
a Clinton-scandal tainted Al
Gore trailed Governor Bush by
wide margins in the polls. This
year as Americans focus beyond
Clinton, Al Gore is neck and
neck with Bush. |
American public may be
suffering from Clinton fatigue,
but the candidates are not. Both
the Democrats and the Republi-
cans are sounding more and
more like candidate Bill Clin-
ton and emulating his success-
ful shifting of his party to the
centre. Governor Bush has an-
noyed Republicans by espousing
“compassionate conservatism,
and blaming his party for not
being more inclusive. The Re- |
publican right tolerates Bush’'s
appeal to moderates because al-
ter eight years of Clinton, they
too desperately want to get back
into the White House. Al Gore is
taking credit for the largest
peace-time expansion of the
American economy under Clin-
ton, and Clinton is letting him.
Although Clinton too was of-
fended by Gore's harsh eriti- =
cism of the President's affair
with Monica Lewinsky,
knows that the Clinton legacy
will be enhanced by the election
of Al Gore as President. .
These days all aspects ofa =
candidate's ¥ife are lair game.
Last week TIME magazine pub-
lished the Verbal SAT scores
both Bradley (485) and Bush
(566). Bradley went on improv-
ing his grade and finished as a
magna cum laude graduate of =
Princeton. George Bush wentto
his father's alma mater, Yale '
University, and graduated as @
C student. What Bush has lg
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worry about more is a "D,
has admitted to experimen ¢,
with drugs in his life, although

he would not say when and
what. If it can be proven that
Bush had taken cocaine (@
felony), the candidacy of the€
Texas Governor - who is €
tremely tough on felons In
hisat’ntcvmllbedaa E%‘ |
en his opponents a
that stiff Al Ggre is a straight
arrow. Vice President Al Gores
atest gift is that he is so life-
ess and boring! In 1994, after
the release of the blockbuster
Steven Speilberg movie, Juras:
sic Park, late nlght television
comedian Davi Lettermﬂlﬁ
joked that the White House b ot
summoned all the entists
who had res ' Ly
dinosaurs in the movi€. B
missfon impossible? “To BIEES
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