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Bangla Ac‘ademy;
Book Fair
~opens today

All are set for Bangla
Academy book fair beginning
on its premises today. reports
UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the Boi Mela.

The Amar Ekushey book [air
this year has a different signifi-
cance as it is going to be held
with recognition of February 21

as "lnternational Mothér Lan- i

guage Day" across the globe.

: Beuiﬁladcsh Television and
Bangla

esh Betar will telecast

live the inauguration of the 24-
day book fair from the Bangla

Academy.
Mcanywhilﬁ; State Minister

for Youth, Sports and Cultural
Affairs visited the Bangla
Academy (O see preparations
for the Beo# Mela. Bangla
Academy Director General Dr
Syed Anwar Hossain was pre-

senlt.

The minister was told that
all preparations have been

made for theegvent, -

This year 319 stalls have
been sel up at the Boi Mela,
More than 200 creative publi-

cation hous? are expecled to
take part in it. |
Besides, discussions, semi-
nars and cultural functions will
be held everyday at the main
stage of the book fair. The tair
wi]Fbc held from 3 pm to 9 pm
everyday. :
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NEW DELHI, Feb 5: India to-
day rejected an offer by Pak-
istan’'s military ruler for a dia-
logue and sald peace talks could
begin only after Islamabad
haﬁed its support for Muslim

_separatists in disputed Kash-
_mir, repo

rts AFP.

*Our position remains un-
changed,” Indlan Foreign Min-
{stry spokesman R. Jassal said
in response to General Pervez
Musharraf's offer Friday for
talks to diffuse tensions be-
tween his country and India
and resolve their dispute over
Kashmir.

The spokesman in New Delhi
said it was Islamabad’s respon-

+ sibility to halt “cross-border
terrorisim” in the Indian zone of
- divided Kashmir, where Muslim

secessionist violence has lelt
more than 25,000 dead since
1989, |

“"We are not surpriséd by these
kind of comments., We have al-
wavs been the initiators of the
dialogue.” the spokesman told
reporters.

"We have maintained the

i m—

position that Pakistan has (o
create the right atmosphere
which includes cessation of
cross-border terrorism and ces-
sation of hostile propaganda
against India,” he added.

Musharral in an interview
with state-run Pakistanl televi-
sion said the dispute over
Kashmir. the subject of two of
the three wars between India
and Pakistan since 1947, con-
tinued to be the chief cause of
regional tensions.

1 don't want tension, [ want
peace, 1 am ready for dialogue
(with India) but the talks must
focus on Kashmir,” said the
Pakistani ruler, who described
other bilateral disputes as only
“frritants.”

Kashmir is divided between
the two countries and is
claimed by both.

Pakistan denies Indlia's
charges of supporting “cross-
border terrorism”™ in Kashmir,
but has vowed diplomatic and
political support for what it ar-
gues is a just struggle by Kash-
miris lor sell-determination in
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India rejects Pak
offer for talks
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the Himalayan territory.

The process of dialogue started
during ousted premier Nawaz
Sharil's government last year
was derailed alter a bitter mili-
tary conllicl in the Kargil re-

gion of Indian Kashmir last

suminer,

Tensions further escalated
when Musharral wrested power
in an anti-Sharif coup in Octo-
ber in Islamabad.

Meanwhile, another report
from Islamabad sald, The
leader of a major Pakistani
militant group lighting to oust
India frommn Kashmir vowed to-
day to step up its holy war, or

jihad, In the embattled Hi-
malayan region.
“"We shall continue our jihad

with greater zeal to end Indian
usurpation of Kashmir,” Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed, the head of
Lashker-e-Taiba, told thou-
sands of supporters at a rally in
the Pakistani capital.

L:mlukvr—eTﬁl‘Lﬂ is one of
more than a dozen militant
Pakistani and Kashmiri groups

See Page 12 Col 8
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Angry demonstrators shout protests at Vienna riot police early yesterday alter violence
flared up outside the rightist Freedom Party headquarters in Vienna following the

swearing-in ceremony of the new Austrian centre-right government.

— AFP photo

PSA will be strictlyﬁ

enforced: Nasim °

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim has categorically said
the Public Salely Aet will be en-
forced strictly to protect citi-
zens' life and property, reports
UNB.

"The law has been enacted to
plug loopholes in certain laws

and quickly try the criminals
for specilie offences like
extor-

snatching, hijacking,
tion, exph:uding bombs and ar-
son”, he said.

Inaugurating an annual con-

' ference of district eorrespon-
‘dents” of

S
3 m brushed aside the oppo-

LUnited News of
(UNB] at its oflice,

sition contention that the law
would be used as a political
weapor.

“It won't be used to obstruct
Jneeting, rally and other peace-
ful political activities,” he said.
He. however, posed a question
whether the law should remain
silent "if a political party can
its oflice Lo manufac ure

& 1

1 hombs.”

Nasim said We have enacted
this law in ke« hDing with reality.
ot of our feelings and obliga-
tion in ensuring security of the
p-o;.le “1'l. do it in public
l1.ierest. come what may.’

Seeking cooperation from
the media. the Home Minister
hoped the press would play its
constructive role as a watchdog
to ensure peace and stability as
well as strengthen the demo-
cratic process in the country,

~"Without help from the peo-
ple and the press, terrorism can
not be contained," he said.

The Home Minister sug-
gesled that newspapers and
journalists should not publish
any labricated news that might

provoke offenders and create

political in the
country.,

Chaired by UNB Chairman
Amanullah Khan, the opening
session of the daylong confer-

ence was also addressed by the

Instability

agency's chief Editor and Man-

aging Director. Enayetullah
Khan Chief News Editor
Muslalizur Rahman and City
Editor Shamsuddin Ahmed.
Explaining the faclors that
led to the franung o! the Public
Safety (Special Prevention) Act,
Nasim said existing laws are
nolt enough to brng the crimi-
nals to justice due to loopholes,
long-drawn investigation and
Irial process and corruption.
The lFome Minister cited

several examples where the ac-
cused in sensational murder
cases were released by courts,
given anticipatory bails or in-
struclions issued that an of-
[ender. could not be arrested
again alter being enlarged on
bail.

"How the accused in the
Udichi Murder Case was given
anticipatory bail," the Home
Minister questioned.

“I've [ull respect for the judi-
ciary. Bul 'm amazed to see how
a nolorious eriminal gets bail
from: higher court and writl is
filecl for a terrorists.”

Under™ the provision ol the
Public Salely Acl, investligalion
and trial would be completed
within a certain period f:rll tine,
he said.

Photographs or videos would
be considered as evidence in the
tribunal so thal criminals can
nnt be freed for want of wit-
1 5685,

What is new in this legisla-
on is that any abuser of this
\ww would be punished, Nasim
>saicl.

About the bail provision, he
said this was just adopted from
tlie women and children repres-

See Page 12 Col |

PSA 'can't
protect govt~

BNP Seccretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
said that no tough law would be
able to prevent downfall ol this
government, reports UNB

"We have seen many tough
laws, including Martial Law
and Special Powers Act, in the
past but those could not save
any repressive government.
This government will also nol
be able to save ilsell by Iraming
laws like Public Salety Act.”

Addressing the concluding
session ol the day-long annual
conlerence of UNB districl cor-
respondents. he called upon the
JD!I[‘H.]]IH!.‘« o ||*.‘!]'.I tide over the
actual situation’ now prevail-
ing in the country,

Refuting the government
claim that the PSA will be used
against criminals, Bhuivan
said, "It has been enacted 1o
suppress the oust-government
movement

He said the existing laws are
enough to deal with snatchers,
hijackers and tempering of ten-

Jders

I'he BNP leader said, the ter-
rorists backed by the ruling
party are engaged in such acliv
ities but the vovernment re
mained silent to ‘take action
against these hoodlums.

Blaming the government for
using police lor political pur

See Page 12 Col 7
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Alliance readies for
tomorrow’s jt rally

Hartal or barricade on Nov 9, 10

By Staft Correspondent

Components of the BNP-led
[our-party opposition alliance
have started massive prepara
lions for their ‘grand joint pub
lic meeting and procession’ in
the city tomorrow to protest
passage of the ‘black and re
pressive’ Public Safety Act

sources in Lbe four parties
BNP. Jativa Party, Jamaat-e-ls-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote

said they have already in-
structed all” their units and
iront organisations o ensure

the
Paltan

maximum alttendance” al
!Jllhr‘.! fneeciing al
Maidan al 3 pm.
Besides, some other political
parties., opposition-supported
prolessional bodies and intel

lectuals will join the pro
gramme. This will be a grand
show to lead the one-point
movement towards its f{inal
stage.” a top alliance .leader
said.

The public meeting will be
the first joint programme of the
alliance since its lormation on
The four
parties have carried out simul-
taneous programimes so lar

As per Lhe decision of the al
liance, BNP Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition in

Parlilament Khaleda Zia, JP
chiel HM Ershad amaa!
Ameer Golam Azam

chiel Azizul Haqg will

the meeling lrom the

ind lead the joint proce:
Khaleda Zia will annournice

fresh agitation progra

from the meeting. She is hkel

(o amMmonice a'countrywide 30

hour hartal or road and rail
barricade prodgramme on
February 9 and 10, allian
sources said

Senior leaders of the
liance said passage ol the i
nd repressive’ Public Salety
Acl and ‘bomb attack’™ at BNP
flices in Dhaka and Chit
tagony have [orced the tour
lies 1o come to a single platior
and carry out movement
jointly.

"All major programmes in

arried
| ana

[uture are likely to be «
oul Irom a single platiorn
we are planning to go lor agit;
lion programmes jointly ac
See Page 12 Col 7
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OIC Secy-Gen

Iran's support to
Bangladesh
candidate
sought

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad now in Tehran has
sought Iran's support to the
Bangladesh's candidate for the
post of OIC Secretary General,
reports UNB.

“It is Asia's turn to be at the
helm of the OIC Secretarial and
Bangladesh has put up an out-
standing candidate.” he said
during an official meeting with
his Iranian counterpart Dr Ka-
mal Kharrazi at the Iranian
Forelgn Ministry yesterday, ac-
cording to a message received
here.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury is contesting for the
post of the OIC Secretary Gen-
eral, election of which will be
Qatar.

Both the Foreign Ministers
discussed whole gamut of polit-
ical, trade, economic, cultural
and diplomatic relations be-
iween Dhaka and Tehran.

Appreciating the upward
trend in trade and economic co-
operation between Dhaka and
Tehran. the two sides agreed to

February 6
-1 Azan | Jamaal |
Fajr 5-45 6-15
 Zohr 12-45 1-20
_ASL, 4-15 4’&_4
_Maghrib 2-95 D58 |
_Esha_ 7-15 7-45
Source: Islamic Foundation

explore ways of further expand-
‘ See Page 12 Col 5

Che Daily
mark its entry

focus on the first

national life.

Che Duily Star
Anniversary Supplement

Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement on February 9, 2000 to
into the Tenth Year of publica-
tion. The Supplement which is designed to
) uarter of the new millen-
nium will carry scholarly writings about the
directions we need to take as well as reports
of our own correspondents highlighting
Some positive trends in specific areas of

The price of the 56-page Daily St
sdry issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page

ar anniver-
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It was dark, dank and cold yesterday as a thick canopy of clouds blanketed the city, with a
total of 34 millimetres of rain until 9 p.m. last night. As usual, the city’s poor bore the
brunt of the late winter storm. Most rickshaws abandoned the streets, allowing
autorickshaw drivers and other rickshaw-pullers to rake in the cash. Rain is also expected
today all over the country. Temperature may drop by one or two degrees, and heavy fog

—star photo by Sk Enamul Hagq

he World Bank(WB) has
ralecd the perlormance ol lour
projecls being implemented on
its own lunds involving US dol-
lar 602.4 million as satislac-
tory and a US dollar 59,10 mil-
lion project as unsatisfactory,
reporis BSS

'he Bank's project status re-
port. evaluating the perlor-
mance ol 24 ongoing projects,
was dispatched to dillerent gov-
ernment ollices recently.

Reports of live of the projects
were available at government
ollices. The report said the dol-

 lar 252 .20 million Second Road

Rehabilitation and Mainte
nance Project, 218.00 million
dollar Second Rural Roads and
Market Project. 44.40 million
dollar Bangladesh Integrated

Nutrition Project and 87.80
million dollar Coastal Em
bankment Rehabilitation Pro-

ject are up to the mark while
59.10 milllon dollar Agricul-
(ure Research Management 1is
nol sauslactory

The Project Development

The Prime Minister and the

| Leader of the O position should

let democracy function instead

national
ident of Bangladesh Economic
Assoclation.

Dr. Wahiduddin Mahmud,
an advisor on the 1996 care-

to do so would rove
Bangladesh Is not ready for
multi-parly democracy,

“The political situation Is

democratic and economic pros-
perity depends on your wisdom

in an open letter to the leaders
yesterday.

ol promolting sell~destruction of
olitics, says the pres-

taker government, said fallure

becoming unstable . . . Whether
the nation will bypass the crisis
and progress along the path to

and loresight,” wrote Mahmud

By Staff Reporter

"It can be assumed any neu-
tral and non-partisan proposal
lo solve the present political
crisis would not ‘11{-;15:9 you, be-
cause you firmly believe the
cause of the current political
impasse Is the undemocratic
attitude of the opposing camp,”
wrote Mahmud,

“You would agree that either
the 1991 or 1996 election was
ree and falr. You would also
agree your opponent enjoys the
support of about one lhirdyuf the
people. This balance between
the two parties has created the
ideal clrcumstances for stable
parltamentary democratie
praclices.

"However, the two parties
must reach an understanding
on the practical framework for

" ] Fa P

Let democracy work

Mahmud urges PM, Leader of Opposition/;

democratic practices . . . If you
lail to do so this would. In a
way, indicate Bangladesh's pol-
ities Is not Ht for multi-party
democracy.” '

Mahmud sald parliamen-
tary democracy in the country
has almost stopped [unction-
ing. Terrorists and thelr men
lors are hiding behind politics
because the democratic instity
tions are weak and confronta-
tional.

The rule ol law is deterlorat-
ing, and the credibility and neu-

Arality of adminlsirative steps

laken to curb terrorism have
become a contentious political
issue. People are losing confi-
dence In democracy and the
cconomic environment is dete-

See Page 12 Col 1
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WB happy over
progress in
4 projects -
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Objectives (PDO) of the Second

Road Rehabilitation Project are
to reduce total travel cost ol
lransport on the national and
regional roads in the north
westiern and soulthwes! parts of
the country, supoorl the Im-
plementation ol the Nalional
Road Master Plan and increase

private sector involvement in
road rehabilitation and main-
lenance

The Bank termed highly

salisfactory the achievement of
project Development Qbjectives
(PDO) ol the Second Road Re-
habilitation Project and its imn
plementation.

March 31 ol the current year
has been lixed as the closing
date of the project.

The PDO of the Second Rural
Roads and Market project is to
help Increase rural employ

See Page 12 Col 8
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BCL to resist
demonstrations
on DU campus

today

By DU Correspondent

Tension mounted on the
Dhaka University campuaJC&
lerday as the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) decided to
resist demonstrations during
the presence of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on the campus.

Hasina Is scheduled to come
to the campus this afternoon to
inaugurate the month-long
Ekushey Book Fair at the
Bangla Academy.

BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and left-leaning.
Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya
have earlier announced they
would demonstrate when
Hasina comes lo lnaugurate the
lair. The student organisations
will also wear black clothes
protesting Hasina's presence.

But BCL threatened to resist
the opposition student fronts
warning that "no demonstra-
tion or black [lag showing
would be allowed on the campus
during Hasina's presence.,

The BCL also brought out a
procession and held a rally on
the campus yesterday welcom-
ing Hasina. Addressing the
rally, the leaders wamed that

See Page 12 Col 8

Dengue fear

looms large

By DU Correspendent

Dengue Hemorrhagic' fever
may break out in an epidemic
form in four major cities of the
country if immediate measures
are not taken to eradicate or
control mosquitoes that carry
dengue.

These vulnerable cities are

{ as Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna

I D &\r:.

. ——

and Rajshahi.
Experts on veclor-born dis-

eases expressed this/fear atl a
posium on “Dis¢ase Veclor
mgladesh apd their Manp

nt” in the gity yesterday.
soangladesh Zoological/Soci-
eld apanised fhe sympgSium al
theg a\duornpm of Zodlogy De-
1negt ¢f Dhaka” Universily

O e r-.f;{’.w:l‘_'-_u,r-l the 121h bi-
H—rational conference
incipal Scientiflic Officer
o! IEDCR Touhiid Uddin Ahmed
submutted a keynole pa
per on the topic, while by Prol.
Mahrmnd-ual Ameen and Prof. M
mail Hi 11 ook part a: the

ern

—y -
-2

i 11
|
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Experts [eared that a large

| number of citizens of these four

cities could be attacked by the
Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever be-
the number of Aedes
mosquito. responsible for the
dangrerous fever. has been In-
creasing very fast in these

cause
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DLACES

See Page 12 Col 4

APAC Dhaka
city unit
finalised

'he Dhaka City unit of All

Party Action Council of the op-
position alliance has almost
been finalised with Sadek Hos-

Khoka MP ol BNP as its

Selill

: convenor, reports UNB.

'he council is likely to be
announced in a couple of days.
Khoka is also convenor of the
city unit of BNP,

In forming the aclion coun-
cil, the city unit of APAC has
omitted some of the conditions
set by the central llaison com-
mittee and jointly si ned b}'
[our secretaries-general of BNP,
Jatiya Parly, Jamaat-e-Islami
ind Islami Oikya Jote on Jan-
unary 18.

The city committee will have
151 members instead of 101 and
three joint convenors though
there was no option for joint
convenor in the guidelines,
parly sources told the news
agency yvesterday. JP, Jamaat
and 10J were given joint con-
Venors )

Jaliya Party has been given
37 members, Jamaat 20, IQJ 15,
olther smaller parties 10 while
the rest went to BNP in the city
APAC,

Garments trader
shot dead
In city
By Staff Correspondent

A trader Iin garments cul
plece was shot dead al Banani

! Bazaar in the city yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Raju Ahmed. a resident of She-
ora Bazar under Gulshan thana
The Killing was sequel to a pre-
vious eninity, sources at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital sald
quoting vietim's family mem-
bers

Police recovered the body
(rom Banani Bazar and took it

| lo Dhaka Medical College Hos-

pital (DMCH) morgue for au-
Lopsy.

PPolice however sald that the
killing followed an altercation
between Raju and some young-
sters when he went for a tele-
phone call at Banani Bazar.

One person identifving him-

lintoo and a friend of
See Page 12 Col 6
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moved to its new premises at

We have Moved

Offices of Che Duily Star have

Karwan Bazar. Please send in
your mails and contact us at the |

following address and telephone §

Che Daily Star
19, Karwan Bazar
(2nd & 3rd floors)

Dhaka-1215
‘ | Phones: 8124944, 8124955, Fax: 8124966 |
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