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Followers of 2 religious

bodies clash in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Feb 4: At least 50
people were ln{urﬁ‘d. 12 of them
Severely, in a clash between the
!'ulluwers ol 'Ahle Hadis' and
Mazhab' at about 3 pm today at
Chitrali Cinema Hall maidan
under Khalishpur thana at
around 3 pm today.

Over one hundred houses
were looted and damaged during
th?icmst?l wlhk;h spread in the
entire 1alishpur Industrial
belt. 3

Police fired 30 tear gas shells
and rubber bullets to disperse
the clashing groups.

Police B.I‘I‘ES[E‘(F 24 people for
their alleged involvement in
the clash. :

According to police and wit-
nesses, the rally of Ahle Hadls
came under armed attack {rom
the [ollowers of Mazhab which
led to_the fierce clash after
Jumma prayers.

The alleged attackers were
using banner of Khulna Zilla
Inam Porishad, police said.

Both the rival groups used
firearms and chased each olher
during the clash that continued
for an home.

A mosque near the place of
occurrence was also ransacked,
police and witnesses sald.

Additional police have been
deployed in Khalishpur town.

Shahjalal Varsity

Hartal called
in Sylhet
Feb 13

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 4: The All-
Party Students Action Commit-
tee (Opposition). has announced
a weeklong agitatdon pro-
gramme to press for immediale
withdrawal of the names of dif-
ferent halls and buildings of the
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology.

The programme was an-
nounced at a press conference at
the Sylhet Press Club this
evening.

The programmes include,
procession, rally. strike in the
educational institutions and
hartal in Sylhet district on
February 13.

Central Vice-President and
Sylhet district President ol
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
announced the programme at
the conference while district
leaders of other organisations
— Islami Chhatra Shibir, Chha-
tra Majlish and Talamij were
present.

The leaders threatened to
launch greater movement if the
demand for withdrawal of
names of halls and buildings

as not met immediately.

The leaders also demanded
immediate release of 38 ac-
tivists of the actlion committee.
They held Shahjala! varsity's
VC and Dr Jafar igbal respon-
sible for the death of (wo ol
their activists during the
movement.

The All-party Action Com-
mittee (Opposition) will hold a
‘grand ra\—ly‘ on February 7 at
the Court Point in Sylhet town.
Former Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman will be the chief
guest at the rally while some
central leaders of Jativa Party,
Jamaat, Khelafat Majlish and
others will address.

JCD to protest
PM’s presence

on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD). student wing of opposi-
tion BNP, will demonstrate on
Dhaka University campus to-
morrow to protest the ‘presence’
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on the campus.

Hasina is scheduled to inau-
gurate the Ekushey Book Fair at
Bangla Academy, situated/ on
DU campus, tgmorrow afjter-
Nnoon. J
Addressing a| press cqnfer-
ence yesterday, JCD lgaders
said they would lirim_{ out/a pro-
cession and mhrch t%&ards
Bangla Academiy when the
Prime Minister fomes/ there.
Paruclp?ms in the prc;fvssinn

would cpver theil facgs with
black clokhes.

They swid Hasipa has lost
the right to ®gme to\DlJ campus
as the rulingd~Awami League

headed by her and §s front or-
ganisatfens have uynleashed a
reign of terros-throughout the
country.

“We can't allow her to come
to the campus as her partys
student wing Chhatra Lea%m
has captured all the halls of DU
and forced JCD leaders and ac-
tivists out of the halls,” sald
JCD's DU unit president Manir
Hossain.

The JCD leaders demanded
immediate release of all ar-
rested leaders and workers of
the organisation.

They also condemned the
“controversial® Public Safety

* Act and warned of a tougher

movement if the “black law” is
not scrapped.

Those present at the press
conference included JCD gen-
eral secretary Bazlul Basit
Anju, ABM Mosharral Hossain,

Azizul Bari Helal, Tariqul Is-
lam Bani and Rafiqul Haq
Bakul.

Running against time
With the Amar Ekushey Book Fair set for inauguration tomorrow, workers are busy giving final touches to the stalls.
Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq
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"My wile and | were in
panic.” said Haqg. "It was about
5 a.m. and the entire city was
still asleep. I quickly called for
an ambulance.”

When they arrived at the
hospital, Ruhi, the doclor on
duty, admitted Nasrin to a de-
livery room. despite plans to

rforin a caesarean section.

*After about 40 minutes, Dr.
Ruhi came out and I asked her
why she admitted my wife to the
delivery room instead of the op-
eralion thealre.” said Haqg. "Dr.
Ruhi charged me for asking the

question. She asked me who
told me to bring my wife in for a
caesarean delivery when she
wasn't fit to be operated on.”

Three hours after Nasrin's

* water broke, Rahman arrived at
the clinic and rushed her to the
operaling theatre. An hour
later he announced the baby
could not be saved

Nasrin was in shock. She
could hardly bear the mental
pain at a time when she was ex-
pecting a baby to arrive.

*The doctors in the labour
room repeatedly asked me to
push the baby out but it was im-

ossible,” sald Nasrin. “Dr.

uhi accused me of not co-oper-
ating but experts said that alter
water breaks, pushing out a
baby weli inside the womb is
not normally possible. The
only option is a caesarean de-
livery - a theory believed by
many expert gynaecologists.”

‘11‘1,:: couple alleged U%trt was
serious negligence on the part of
the duty doctor, since she didn't
call man as soon as Nasrin
arrived at the clinic. In addi-
tion, the hogcicss attempts to
push the baby out of the womb
might have displaced the pla-
centa — the lifeline of the baby.

Rahman said he hasn't In-
vestigated what he'd preferred
to an "accident.”

“] have not talked to the doc-
tors who were present during
the delivery,” sald Rahman.
“Based on reports. mother nd
child were doing well, although
there were some risks involved.
If there were any major risks it
woild have appeared on the
monitor. So, initially, there
was no indication of danger,

a dream

“If there was any negligence,
| would have to go through the
files first.” Dr Ruhi was not
available for comments.

Rahman sald he arrived at
the clinic at 8:20 a.m. and found
the patient in the second stage
of delivery. He said he imme-
diately ordered an operation
but the placenta was already de-
tached.

“The placenta had separated
from the womb and there was
blood clot behind it, which ex-
plain’s the cause of the baby's
death,” said Rahman. “The
duty doctor did commit one vi-
tal mistake by not calling me
earlier. Had 1 arrived little
sooner, | could have probably
saved the child,” said the loc-
Lor.

Former NATO
chief calls

on Hasina

BRUSSELS, Feb 4: Former
NATO Secretary General Javier
Solana, who Is now working
with European Commission,
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel
suite here yesterday evening,
reports UNB.

Solana narrated his experi-
ence in Kosovo where his organ-
isation was working and said
people were still suffering there.

He lauded the role of
Bangladesh in peacekeeping
missions around the world.

The Prime Minister said her
government was committed to
peace and had concentrated on
peacekeeping operation under
the UN peacekeeping lorees.

24 shops gutted
at Kishoreganj

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 4: Some
24 shops were gutted in a fire at
Baro Bazaar in the town after
midnight Thursday night, re-
ports UNB.

Fire Brigade sources said the
fire originated from a burning
cigarette at about 2 am and soon
engulfed the whole area.

Fire fighters extinguished
the blaze after two hours of
frantic efforts.

Doctor of Law
conferred
on Hasina

BRUSSELS, Feb 4: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was
conferred upon honorary Doc-
tor ol Law by the Catholic Uni-

~ versity of Brussels (KUB) today

in recognition of her contribu-
tion to democracy, peace, the
rule of law and human rights,
reports UNB.

Receiving the honoris causa
degree from the rector of the
University, the prime minister
said democracy cannot be suc-
cessful and effective without es-
tablishment of the rule of law.

Rector of the University Prof
Dr Constant Metheeussen
handed the degree to the prime
minister at a lively function
attended by scholars, teachers.
students of the varsity and
Bangladeshi nationals living in
Brusseis.

Prof Marc Van Hoecke read
out the citation of awarding the
degree to Sheikh Hasina, saying
she was awarded with the doc-
torate for her contribution in
recognising democracy, and
helping institutionalise democ-
racy and economic liberalisa-
tion.

"The main reason, however,
for awarding her the honoris
causa is her decisive role in the
process of democracy and the
protection of human rights in
her country,” says the univer-
sity citation.

Hasina suggested strict en-
[orcement of law to counter na-
tional and international ter-
rorism that poses dangerous
threal Lo peace and sustainable
development.

"l believe that we can eflfec-
tively counter this threat
through stricter enlorcement ol
law, nationally, regionally and
internationally.”

The Prime Minister said
democracy cannot work, nor
human rights flourish without
the rule of law. And there can-
not be the rule of law without an
independent judiciary.

However, she said in a plural
society divergent views of the
opposition are to be tolerated so
long as they do not inlringe
upon national safety, security
and integrity.

"We ardently believe that the
rule of law ensures the basic
rights of the people and protects
the citizens from discrimina-
tion, coercion and fear.” the
prime minister said.

address: dstar@bangla.net

Editor: Mahfuz Anam A

Published by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhakaﬁlﬂﬂﬂyon behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-
1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No: 3,
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 86167724, Commercial: 8616771,
Fax No: 85-02-8613035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.
Internet edition address: http/fwww dailystarnews com and Email

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria warned the officials
concerned yesterday against
any abuse ol the newly intro-
duced spol-assessment system
in direct tax on which the ex-
chequer pins much of its hope
for revenue, reports UNB.

“This experimental system
will not remain in force if It's
abused and causes suffering to
people.” he told the tax officials
at the annual general meeting
of BCS (Taxation) Association
at Officers' Club in the evening.

National Board of Revenue
Chairman and Secretary of the
Internal Resources Division
Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury also
spoke. . ’

The Finance Minister said
self-assessment and spot as-
sessmeni had been introduced
lo widen direct tax net and in-
crease the number of taxpayers.

Direct tax is the main source
of government's revenue in de-
veloped countries and in
Bangladesh also this is the area
where scope {or revenue growth

Kibria talks tough
on tax assessment

IS immernse.

He appreciated tax officials
performance in achieving last
year's larget and hoped they
would succeed in crossing this
year's mark.

He said ongoing reformm mea-
sures, when completed, would
give (he taxation system a mod-
ern look.

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury
called upon the tax officials to
work devotedly to plug tax eva-
sion and increase number of
individual taxpayers.

He lermed the existing num-
ber of taxpayers, roughly
700,000. quite insignificant
and [t is passible to double the
number in the capital alone.

Association's president, A S
Jahir Mohammad, secretary
general Wahid Hossain and
convenor Asim Kumar Roy also
spoke on the occasion.

Association leaders de-
manded implementation of new
tax zones, as declared in the
current budget.

Book Fair

From page 1

The Bangla Academi{ au-
thorities at a press briefin

afternoon expressed their de-

termination to maintain the
sanctity and law and order dur-

ing the fair.

“We have takenaesome strict

measures this year so that no

untoward incident takes place.”
sald Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain,
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g at
the Academy bhaban yesterday

NEW DELHI, Feb 4: CPI (M)
yeslerday expressed agﬁrehcn-
slons over President Bfll Clin-
ton's visit In March saying il
may lay the foundations for
complete subservience of the
cuunugnlo US imperialism, re-
ports 3

Accusing Vajpayee govern-
ment of a servile approach,
eolltburn member Saitama

echury alleges that it is bend-
ing over backwards to appease
the US and virtually suggesting
that India Is willing to replace’
Pakistan as the US surrogate In
this region.

In an editorial in the party
organ people's democracy, he
I said never before has an Indian
Eovernment so shamelessly

egged for a US president to
visit the country while Ameri-
can sanctions and technologi-
cal blockades, including dual

CPI (M) smells rats |

in Clinton’s visit

BJP comes under fire for
being ‘servile’

use technology, imposed afler
Pokhran tests, remain in place.

Nearly 150 institutions con-
tinue to be barred from having
any contact with US agencies,

Stating that US had shown
the most vacillating attitude
during the Kandahar Hijacking
and trealed India's request to
declare Pakistan a terrorist
slate with scornful contempt,
e said despite this government
has, for all practical purposes
succumbed to US pressure on
signing CTBT, refectlng na-
tional consensus ... in the
ﬁl;lcre of economic policy it is
I to succumb more.

echury said national Inter-

ests will not be allowed any fur-
ther submission and added this
message must be conveyed to
Bill Clinton when he visits our
country, by bullding a massive
campaign of mass mobiliza-
tion.

PM returns
this morning

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina returns home this
morning ending a four-day offi-
cial visit to Belgium, reports
BSS.

During her stay in Brussels
she held talks with her Belgian
counterpart on matters of bilat-
eral issues. The prime min’ ster
was conferred honor oc-
lorate degree by the Catholic
University of Brussels,

Besides holding meeting
with the president of the Euro-
pean Parliament and the
Chairman of the European Par-
liament's Committee on Devel-
opment and Cooperation (CDC]},
Hasina also attended a recep-
lion hosted by Bangladeshis
living in Brussels,

director general of the acad=my.

“There will be plain clo .1ed
policemen who would guard
against eve-teasing,” the DG
saild, adding, if anyone is caught
so doing, he will be handed over
to the police and his name and
photograph will be published in

Clinton may
visit Pakistan
during South

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is being awarded Doctor

o 5
= B

Honoris Causa by Rector of the Catholic University of

Brussels.

— AFP phc'o

the newspapers and aired
through the Television.

Giving special emphasis to

this year's book fair, he said
“we have taken up some pro-
grammes to observe the Inter-

national Mother Language Day
and highlight the Bangla lan-

guage and culture in the inter-
national arena.
As part of Lhe special ar-

rangement, a small fair for the

children with 39 bookstalls
will be arranged during this
year's fair. Books for the chil-
dren will be available in en-
couragingly large quantities,

| the DG added.

Ba'ﬁ:gabhaban

From page 1
delegation of his party.

"Dispelling confusions, the
Bangabhaban rejoinder sa«l a
representative of Jamaat on
February 2 telephoned Bangab-
haban saying a delegation of
the party wanted to meet the
President to discuss the new
law,

Bangabhaban received a list
of an 11-member Jamaat dele-
gation on February 3. Golam
Azam was among them.

The same day, the release
sald, Bangabhaban sent a letter
to Jamaat-e-Islami giving con-
sent to a flve-member delega-
tion. Names of six others, in-
cluding Golam Azam were omit-
ted from the list.

The meeting of the five-
member Jamaat delegation
with the President has been
fixed at 10:30 am on February 6
at the Bangabhaban.

"This information was in-
tentionally suppressed in brief-
ing the newsmen, which is un-
desirable.” says the release.

Meanwhile, Jamaat 2as
against appealed to the Prusi-
dent to allow party chief Golam
Azam to call on him as the head
of a party delelgaticn.

Tﬂe appeal was made In a
letter sent 3,!1:*:..«:-'.11&1‘1:1aulzl by Jamaat
secretary general Matiur Rah-
man Nizami to the military
secrelary of the President,

[t sald the President is the
.guardian of the Constitution
and he is expecled to be above
any partly opinion.

Kashmir is a potential
hotspot, says CIA chief

WASHINGTON, Feb 4: The
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) director Thursday pointed
to India and Pakistan's renewed
conflict over Kashmir as a sig-
nificant potential hotspot in
the coming year, reports AFP,

CIA director George Tenet
lold a US Senate commission
that India and Pakistan "is a
place which worries me the
moslt in the coming year," citing
the countries' mutual suspicion
over new political scenarlos
and recent nuclear weapons
lests as reasons for increased
sensitivity.

"The October coup ... has re-
inforced New Delhi's inclina-
tion not to reopen the bilateral
dialogue anytime soon," Tenet
told the Senate Armed Forces
Cominission In reference to the
takeover of power by Pakistan's
strongman General Pervez
Musharraf.

‘Pakistanis are equally sus-
piclous of India's newly-elected
coalition government In which
Hindu nationalists hold signif-
icant sway," he sald.

In reference to Kashmir,
Tenet added: "We are particu-
larly concerned that heav
fighting Is continuing through
the winter, unlike in the past,
and probably will increase sig-
nificantly in the spring.”

Pakistan and India both

hold parts of the divided Hi-
malayan state of Kashmir,
which is claimed by both. They
have fought two wars over the
largely-Muslim territory since
their independence in 1947,

India accuses Pakistan of
sponsoring cross-border terror-
ism and aiding militant groups
waging a separatist campaign
in Indian Kashmir that has
claimed more than 25,000 lives
since 1989. Islamabad denles
the charge.

Both India and Pakistan, (n
addition, carried out nuclear
tests in May 1998.

Ansar shot

at Lalmatia

By Staff Correspondent
An Ansar was shot at Lal-
matia in the city yesterday, said
Mohammadpur police.

The Iincident took place
when Sarwar, an on dut 1sar
stopped a vehicle and chal-

lenged Its owner on Lalmatia
road early Friday.

The car owner refused Lo stop
the vehicle and sped away firing
gunshot at Sarwar, police said.
~ Ansar officlals, when con-
tacted, confirmed it saying that
one of their on duty stall was
injured at Block B of Lalmatia
early Friday.

There will be separate chat-
trars (square) to be named alter
the seven martyrs of the ! an-
guagr: Movement -Sal un,

arkat, Rafig, Shafiur, Zabbar,
Auwal and Ohiullah. Two chat-
tars will also be named after the
National poet Kazi Nazrul Is-
larmm and the Nobel Laureate poet
Rabindranath Tagore.

Apart from this, Dr Anwar
said, discussions, cultural
functions and other pro-
srammes will also be held to
highlight the significance of the
International Mother Language
Day and achievements of the
country during the last century.

The fair premises will be de-
clared an entirely a ‘polythene
and smoking-free zone' as part
of the environmental safe-
guard. Food shops and stalls for
sale of snacks would. however.
be allowed inside it, the DG
said, adding that some food
shops would be set up inside the

fair ground under the direct su-
pervision of the Academy.

' Some 39 new books, along
with other books, will be put on
sale at the 319-bookstall fair,
Dr Anwar Hossain said. "The
budget for this year's fair has
been estimated at Tk. 18.50
lakh, which is bigger by Taka
two lakhs compared to that of
the previous year.”

Noted authors, Selina Hos-
sain. Fazlur Rahim, Farhad
Khan, Moinul Hasan and Lutfar
Rahman Riton were also pre-
sent at the press conference.

A huge digital screen will be
built at the Academy premises
for the first time ever to give all
necessary information to the
visitors at the fair. Information
relating to the fair will also be
available in Website while visi-
tors would be able to place or-
ders through the cyber net.

Challenges
are what
he likes

ISLAMABAD, Feb 4: Pak-
istan's military ruler General
Pervez Musharral said Thurs-
day night he revelled in takin
up new challenges and beli
in democracy, reports PTI.

“I like accepting challenges.”
he told PTV in an interview.

Musharraf said true leader-
ship to him was "People should
love you and you should be able
to motivate them. Then they
will always be with you. It is the
essence of leadership that you
carry people along with you."

Asserting that
democracy, the chiefl execulive
said the [inal decision Is made
by the leader, but this should
come through a democratic pro-

| cess.

Asia tour

WASHINGTON, Feb 4: US
President Bill Clinton has indi-
caled that he has not ruled out a
visit to Pakistan during his
South Asia tour next month,
reports PTIL.

Well, I probably will »isit
Pakistan,” Clinton told for ier
Pakistanli Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto during a prayer
(I:;reakfast meeting here yester-

ay.

Benazir who was one of the
invitees to the meeting urged
Clinton to visit Pakistan dur-
ing his tour to India and
gnngladesh beginning March

0.

The CIA and defence intelli-

F,encc chiefs have warned pub-
Icly that the subcontinent may
explode into another war on
present trends.
Congressman Douglas
Bereuter has also advanced the
argument that Clinton must go
in order to ensure that the US
will remain influential there.

1 I-party wants
govt to 1nitiate

talks with
opposition

The 11-parly opposition
combine, as suggested by Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed, will
not play the role of an interme-
diary between the government
and the opposition to open a
dialogue.

Talking to BSS after a
meeting ol the 11l-party at the
Gono Forum oflice yesterday
evening, Dr Kamal Hossain
speaking on behalf of the al-
liance said, "We want the gov-
ernment to take initiative for a
dialogue and sit with the parties
opposing the Public Safety
Bill."

President Shahabuddin cit-

Hasina is likely

Police hand over
BNP office

Police handed over the BNP
central office yesterday (o the
Fartﬁ_ two days after they sealed
L off following a bomb blast
there, reports UNB.

Two sub-inspectors of Moti-
jheel thana handed the key of
the main gate of the BNP ollice
lo party's office secrelary
Nazrul Islam in the morning,
party sources sald.

However, most of the rooms
of the five-sloried building that
houses offices of BNP and its
f[ront organisations remained
closed and 12 peons. supervisor
and computer operator of the
oflice were arrested after the
bomb explosion that killed a
youth in the small hours of
Wednesday.

The arrested were brought to
a 3-day police remand on
Thursday.

Afsana Hossain

laid to rest

By Staff Correspondent

Afsana Mosharraf, 48, wife
of Mosharraf Hossain. presi-
dent BCI and mother in law of
Saima Wajed Putul, the only
daughter of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. was buried at
Eihe Banani graveyard yester-

ay.

The funeral was attended by
ministers, leaders of the busi-
ness community and high offi-
cials and relatives.

Afsana Hossain was found
dead in the first floor bedroom
of her Uttara residence in the
city late Monday afternoon.

The namaj-e-janaza of the
deceased was held on the
premises of Rajuk School and
College at Sector 6 of Uttara. at
11 am yesterday, family mem-
bers said.

Among the ministers Zillur
Rahman, Amir Hossain Amu,
Sheikh Fazlul- Karim Selim,
Faizul Haq, Prime Minister's
advisor Dr S A Malek, were
present during the Janaza,
lamily members said. Sheikh
Helal, MP, and other top rank-
ing AL leaders were also present
during that time, they said.

Dr M A Wajed Miah, father
of Putul and other relatives
were also present on the occa-

sion.
Prime Minister Sheikh
to attend the
qualkhawanti of Afsana Hos-

sain today (Saturday).

Alsana's qul will be held at

her residence at Uttara in the
evening, family members said.

All schools
in Tamil
Nadu closed

MADRAS, Feb 4: All schools
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e believed in |

ing his constitutional obliga-
tion about giving assent to the
Public Safety Bill, asked a dele-
gation of 11- party alliance on
Thursday to take an initiative
for dialogue on the bill between
the ruling party and the opposi-
tion when they met him at
Bangabhaban.

Dr Kamal said the 11-party
has profound honour for demo-
cratic process in the count
and is in favour of discussion
between the ruling and the op-
position parties.

“If the government thinks
the passage of the bill is not ap-
ropriate, it can reconsider the
ill." he said.

Dr Kamal said the 11-party
thinks "the President can send
the bill back to parliament as it
is not a money bill as per the
definition in Article 81 of the
constitution.”

In reply to a question, he
sald, “The existing laws to try
the criminals have no loop-
holes provided those are en-
forced honestly with good in-
tention.” :

Responding to another query
on how the 11-party termed the
Public Salety Bill as a "black
law opposed by ail opposition
arties and mass people.” the
: no Fuﬁtlxm clhicll; said the peo-
ple are historically opposed to
this sort of laws. g

He said due to lack of proper
paperwork, coordination be-
tween different government
agencies and sulficient docu-

mentation, criminals always
do not get proper punishment .

in the southern state of

Nadu were closed today to
rotest the death of three col-
ege students in a rampage by

supporters of the state's former

chiel executive who was con-

victed of bribery, reports AP.

Students streamed into
Madras. the state capital, for a
massive rally to condemn the
death of the three women, who
were trapped in a burning bus
set ablaze by supporters of Ja-
yaram Jayalalitha after she
was sentenced to one year in
jail on Wednesday.

The main suspect in the
burning incident, DP Rajen-
dran, a local leader of Jay-
alalitha's party, surrendered
before a magistrate in Salem
town early Friday, United News
of India reported. i

Five other people were ar-
rested in Dharmapuri, SUS
kilometers (180 miles) [ron
Madras, and 5,000 others were
detained for arson or other acts
of violence after Jayalalitha's
convictioﬂ.th e :

Jayalalitha, who |

e Y091

state government from 13991
1996, was convicted of 4
ing a bribe to allow a hotel to
constructed in violatlﬂn-;ﬂf
building codes. She has been
acquitted in two other corrup-
tion cases, but still faces an-
i A rt hear-
n: ay, a court
ing charges that Jayalalitha
had accumulated weal e
her recognised sources of in-
come ha ag]lm?aeo!'hHM"-
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