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ijon ceremony: The publication ceremony
ol: E&%&c‘&tamln NGOs and the amics of Development Parl-
nership” published by Dhaka Ahsania Mission in assoclation with
(:uall'tﬂm for Environment and Dtvelogment. Finland and
vasudhaiva Kultumbakam — Lokayan (Global Responsibility
Forum). India will be held, Venue: Conference hall of mission at
House No 19. Rd No 12 (new), Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 3:30 pm.

Concert: The "Mind Blowing Concert” by The Attempted
Band, Pearls, part the Sceneﬂ. Lime Rain, Subconscious,
Koprofillia will be he d. Venue: Alllance Francaise de Dhaka.

Time: 4:00 pm.

Annual certificate giving ceremony: The

annual diploma certificate and essay competition certificate
ving ceremony of Bangladesh Insurance Academy will be held.
enue: Serai Restaurant, 65, Mohakhali C/A.

: mi Nari Juge Juge (P ne and Part Two) will be held. |
glc fm Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha. Venue: Novera
auditorium of the National Museum. Time: 4 pm.

Concert: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka has organised a "Mind
Blowing Concert’ by “The Attempted Band. " "Part qof the
. Lime Rain, Subconscious, Koprofillia.” Tickets are
at the Alllance reception. Venue: Alllance Francalse
premises, 26. Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 4 pm.

mposium: A symposium on 'Disease Vectors in
Bangladesh and their Management,” and the annual general
meeting will be held as part of the 3-day twelfth national con-
ference of the Zoological Society of Ban ladesh. Venue: Audi-
torium of the Department of Zoology, Dhaka University. Time:
9:30 am and AGM at 2:30 pm.
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CONEresSs: the inaugural session of the
first SAARC ress ol Cardiology will held. Organiser:
SAARC Cardiac Society. Chiel _I%ucst: Prime Minister S-eikh
Hasina. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 10 am.
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Cardology

Certificate award ceremony: British High
Commissioner to Bangladesh Dr David Carter will distribute
certificates among the lawyers and trainers who took part in three
coursés held under the auspices of Legal
Institute of Bangladesh Bar Council.
uncil premises. Time: 1 pm.

se(raratc trainin
Education and ainin
Venue: Bangladesh Bar

Dry weather likely

Light rain is likely at one or two places over Dhaka. Khuina,
Barisal and Sylhet divisions and the regions of Comilla in next 12
hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky
elsewhere over the country, Met office said forecasting moderate
fog at the river basins during the night and the moming.

It also predicted slight fall in night temperature over the
country.

The country’'s highest temperature 29.0 degree Celsius was
recorded today at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 11.2 degrees at
Syedpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:74 pm and rises on Sunday
at 6:38 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recc.cded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 25.5 19.8 90 70
Chittagong 27.5 18.0 78 82
Rajshahi 25.1 15.0 85 72
Khulna P 188 - 0 82
L T e A, 192 s B J s B
Sylhet 25.6- 165 - ¢« 89 e
Cox's Bazar 29.0 18.0 79 80

started Its journey.

! day

| Organisation of

professional
agriculturists

start its journey

By Staff Correspondent

Krishibid Association of
Bangladesh (KAB), an organisa-
tion of the professional agricul-
turists of the country, formally
¢ new or-
ganisation is aimed at uphold-
ing the interests of the agricul-
tural sector and the agricultur-
ists as well.

Leaders of the organisation
made an announcement yester-

in this regard at a press
conference at the National
Press Club. The press confer-
ence was attended, among oth-
ers, by Prof Khandkar Siiejul
Islam, Prof, Mosharral Hossain
Mian. Prof Haflzur Rahman,
Mahfuzur Rahman, Ahmed All,

AM Farooq, M Shahajahan and

Idris Mian.
Addressing the press conler-
ence, the leaders said the

agriculture sector Is yet to be
turned into an industry al-
though the economy ol the
country is based on agriculture.

They said despite 80 per cent
of the total population are in-
volved with agriculture, there
were deficits of two million
tonnes of food, 2.7 million
tonnes of fish, 3.12 million
tonnes of meat, 1.07 million
tonnes of milk and 722 million
pieces of egg in the country.

They said the production of
agricultural {tems affected as
the knowledge and expertise of
agriculturists were not being
used properly.

"An inadequacy of meritori-
ous and efficient technologists
was created in the countr; as
the public organisations and
research institutions were be-
ing politicised," they observed.

They alleged the Krishibid
Institution, which was formed
about 30 years ago for the total
development of the agricultural
sector, failed to discharge its
duty.

"It (Krishibid Institution)
has become an organisation of
the government ... merit and el-
ficiency is not valuable here.
lhe‘}: complained.

hey, however, hoped thal
the agriculturists would be able
to raise food productions by
using their knnwled%e. effl-
ciency and new technologles in
the new millennium.

Replying to question, leaders
of the KAB revealed that the or-
ganisation would be run under
the principles of Bangladeshi
nationalism, belief in religious
values, democracy, economic
and social justice.

Criticising the present gov-
ermnent, they said the agricul-
ture sector of the country has
heen made dependable on the
Indian goods although there
were some positive indications
of development of this sectlor
during, the previous govern-
ment.

The agriculture sector had
been considered as one of the

thrust sectors-and there were -

programmes to diversify prod-
ucts during the previous gov-
ermment.

China increasing

WASHINGTON. Feb 4: United
States has warned of another
military flare-up across the
Talwan Strait this year, reports
PTI.

CIA Director George J Tenet
lold the Senate select commit-
tee on intelligence yesterday
that the catalyst for these ten-
sions would be the Taiwan elec-
tion on March 18.

He said China would be mon-
ftoring lor signs that a new
president will retreat from cur-
rent President Lee Teng-Hui's
statement that Taiwan's rela-
tions with the mainland should
be conducted under the {abric of
state to state rather than One
China — or further extend the
political distance from reunifi-
calion.

Although Beijing today still
lacks the air and sealift capa-

He expected the two destroy-
ers to join the Chinese East Sea
Fleel, which regularly conducts
operations near Talwan,

“In the coming year.,"” said
Tenel, "we expect to see an un-
certain Chinese leadership
launching the nation deeper
into the uncharted waters while
trying to retain tight grip polit-
ical control.”

“Thus far.” he said, "Beijing's
approach has largely succeeded.
Bul the question remains open
whether. In the long run, a
market economy and an au-
thoritarian regime can co-exist
successfully.

Director of the Defence Intel-
ligence Agency (DIA) Thomas R
Wilson, testifying before the
same committee, said by 2015,
Chinese forces would be much
better equipﬁcd. possessing

bility to successfully invade more than a thousand theatre-
Taiwan. sald Tenet, China has range missiles, hundreds of
been increasing the size and so- fourth generation alrcraft,

thousands of 'late cold war
equipment’ Tanks and Ar-
tillery. a handful of advanced
diesel and third generation nu-
clear submarines and some 20
or so new surface combatants.,
China is also likely to flield

phistication ol its forces ar-
rayed along the strait, most
notably by deploying short-
range ballistic missiles, and
Beijing should receive the first
two Russian-built destroyers
later this month.

US warns of another military
flare up across Taiwan Strait

forces

an integrated air defence sys-
tem and modern command-
and-control systems at the
strategic and operational levels,
he said.

Beijing, he said, is modern-
izing and improving the Peo-
ple's Liberalion Army (PLA) al a
steady pace, consistent with the
country's emphasis on general
economic and infrastructure
development.

During the past year, the
PLA has [lelded several new
ballistic missiles, agreed to
purchase SU-30 flanker air-
craft [rom Russia and taken de-
livery ol the fourth Russian
Kilo Submarine and additional
indigenous submarines. China
could fleld its [lirst airborne
early warning aircraft within
the next year or so.

Beyond modernization, the
PLA has revised its training
programme (o Improve pilot

roliciency, improve ils capa-
ilities for engaglnf{ stealth air-
craft, cruise missiles and heli-
copler gunships, and Improve
its ablility to defend against
precision strikes, electrd 1ic
jamming, and all forms ol re-
connaissance,
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conference on Thursday

- Austell, Cornwall on the future of Northern Ireland.
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Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern (left) and British Prime Minister Tony Blair at a press
after they held crigis talks at the Carlyon Bay hotel in St.
" ~ AFP photo |
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Press Club yesterday.

Barrister Najmul Huda speaking at a press conference organised by Bang
Manobadhikar Sangathan (Bangladesh Human Rights Organisation) at the National

ladesh

— Star photo
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Club in the city yesterday.

Consumers' Association of Bangladesh (CAB) held a press conference at the Jatiya Press

— Star photo
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Hasina: Aid flow

From page 1

lucrative incentives lor FDI,
Hasina said the capital account
has been liberalised, and for-
eign investors can own hundred
per cent of investment and re-
striction on repatriation of
profit and capital has been
abolished.

Foreign investment enjoys
prelerential treatment with re-
gard to customs duly for import
of capital goods. she said,
adding that tax sparing treaty
with several countries rein-
forces Lhe policy ol income tax
exemption for foreign inveslt-
ment.

The Prime Minister said the
government has also allowed
private seclor to establish in-
dustrial and exporl processing
zones, including investment by
loreign entrepreneurs.

She said infrastructures and
utilities such as power, energy.
port and telecommunications
have been opened up for forelgn
direct investment. As invest-
ment in power and energy has
responded to the new opportu-
nities, she hoped similar re-
sponse to other sectors as well.

Hasina said since the new
lariff and trade regimes have
posed a problem lor domestic
industries established under
protection through high rates
and dispersion as well as quan-
titative restricuions, invest-
ment for restructuring in the
context of new policy and in
new industries is necessary.

About EU-Bangladesh trade
relation, the Prime Minister
said European Unijon is one of
Bangladesh's most important
trading partners, accoun‘ing
for 46 per cent of the coun.y's
total export.

path in greater national inter-
esl.

"I hope they will come back
lo the way of democracy leaving
the move for changing power by
extra-constitutional means.”
she said.

The Prime Minister said the
Bangladesh people had rejected
the opposition parties, particu-
larly BNP that has become in-
folerant losing- power.

"The people are with us,” she

“+told the meet. Shé& said her
party would continue its eflorts
to stabilise democracy and
hoped that the people would
continue their support Lo
Awami League for institution-
alising democracy.

Hasina to a question said
empowerment of women is a
major area of government's
work, where the ruling partly
has achieved remarkable .,uc-
cess. "Europe can look at this
malter,” she suggesied.

About the inlerest of expa-
triate Bangladeshis, she said
wherever she visited, she had
taken  up the matters of
Bangladeshi labour with the re-
spective governments. "It is a
political commitment and re-
sponsibility of the ruling party
to protect their interest.”

About the postponement of
the SAARC summit, she said
this type of stalemate had been
here in early times [or various
reasons.

“This time the problem has
been created due to India-Pak-
istan tensions and the injury of
the SAARC current chairman,
Sri Lankan President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga.”

She hoped that the SAARC
would continue its due role for
the development of the region

She hoped that volume ol and for continued peace and
trade between Bangladesh and  propress of its around one angra
EU would increase and larger quarter billion people.

export to the Union would help
Bangladesh realise its export-
led growth.

About Bangladesh's eco-
nomic growth, Hasina said un-
til mid 1990s, annual growth
rate was around 4 per cent, oc-
casfonally exceeding that low
rate. Since she took over iIn
1996, growth rate has been over
5 per cent and in most years
above 5.5 per cent,

Reaflirming the governmen-
{'s commitment to reduce
poverty, the Prime Minister
placed stress on sustaining high
growth rate to get out of the
poverty trap.

"We recognise that high
srowth does not necessarily ad-

ress poverty. We would con-
tinue to pursue policles and
programmes which have sijnil-
fcant impacl on poverty al.2vi-
ation.”

About Bangladesh's view of
world economy, she said
Bangladesh recognises the im-
portance of market-driven
economy and thinks about the
mobility of labour force alike
the flow of capital and other re-
sources, _

She proposed that "labour
mobility should be [ree and un-
hindered across the globe.”

Russian troops
mop up in
Grozny

MOSCOW, Feb 4: Russia says
it is on the verge of completing
ils campalgn to restore contro
over Grozny and is preparing
for the next stage of its offen-
sive — the destruction ol sepa-
ratists in Chechnya's southern
mountains, reports Reuters.

The lour-month offensive
was expected to be one of the
main points of discussion for
French Forelgn Minister Hu-
bert Vedrine, who was due (o
meel Acting President Viadimir
Putin today.

She sald a government could
not act genuinely in the interest
of the people without empow-
erment of the populace. "Qnly
when the conditions for em-
powerment have been [ullilled,
can the people voice their de-
mands and make government
recognise the Importance of
those demands.”

Hasina said democracy pro-
vides the basis of the political
system and Institutional ar-
rangement for people's empow-
erment as well as a responsive
and accountable government.

Replying to queries [rom her
European audience about polit-
lcal situation at home, Hasina
blamed the agitating opposition
parties for trying to capture
power through extra-constitu-
tional means.

She told them that the gov-
ernment had taken initiative to

France and other Western
nations have criticised Moscow
for using excessive force in its
campalgn against rebels who
Russia blames for staging dev-
astaling bomb blasts in the
capital and other citles. The
rebels deny any responsibility.

Delfence Minister Igor
Sergeyey told ORT public tele-
vision late on Thursday his
men were ready to repel any
rebel attacks on targets in Rus.

resolve political disputes sjan-controlled Chechnya and
through discussion and ex-  were already being sent to light
pected that the opposition |5 the last rebel-controlled ar-

would come back to democratic ens.

==

Ministers, VCs
condole death
of BAU VC

Ministers and vice chancel-
lors ol various universities
yesterday condoled the death of
Prol Muhammad Hussain, Vice-
Chancellor ol Bangladesh Agri-
cultural Universily (BAU), re-
poris BSS.

In their separale condolence
messages, they expressed their
deep sorrow at the sad demise of
the Prof Hussain and prayed lor

eternal peace of the departed
soul.

Foreign Minister and acting
president of Bangladesh Awami
League Abdus Samad Azad and
Local Government Minister and
Al. General Secretary Zillur
Rahman. condoling the dealh ol
Prof Hussain, said in his death
the nation has lost a noted edu-
cationist and brilliant scien-
L1S1

They expressed deep sympa-
thy to the members of the be-
reaved family and prayed for
elernal peace of the departed
soul.

In her message of condo-
lence, Agriculture Minister Be-
gum Matia Chowdhury ex-
pressed grave shock at the death
of Prof Hussain.

Describing Prof Hussain as a
popular administrator, scien-
tist and researcher, she recalled
his contribution to the devel-
opment of agricultural educa-
lion in the country.

Food Minister Amir Hossain

Amu. Fisheries and Livestock
Minister A S M Abdur Rob,
Stale Minister lor Fisheries

and Livestock Prof Abdul Qud-
dus also condoled the death of
Prof Muhamimad Hussain.

Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury, in his message of
condolence, described Prol Hus-
sain as an illustrious alumnus
of Dhaka University, a compe-
tent vice-chancellor and a
renowned educationist.

The vice chancellors ol
BUET. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University,
Chittagong University, Islamic
University and Rajshahi Uni-
versily also expressed Ltheir
(leep sorrow al the sudden death
o: 'rof Hussain and prayed lor
eternal peace of the departed
SO,

B

Rose Festival
begins in city

Agriculture Minister Begum
Moltia Chowdhury yeslerday
formally Inaugurated the '‘Rose
Festival-2000" at the Sultana
Kamal Women Sports' Complex
in the cily's Dhanmond| area,
reports BSS.

Bangladesh National Rose
Assoclation has organised the
lestival to donate its proceeds to
the National Blinds' Welfare
Assocliation (Jatiya Andha
Kalyan Sangstha).

naugurating the festival,
the Agriculture Minister said
the rose Is being cultivated
commercially In the counlry
that creatles employment oppor-
tunity for educate unr:mp?oycd
youths.

She urged the concerned per-
sons to expand the rose cultiva-
tion for Its export and assured
all-out cooperation from the
government in this regard.

President of National Rose
Assoclation Prof Z M Tahmida
Begum and Vice-President S A
Khan also spoke on the occa-
sion.

Later the minister went
round dilferent stalls of the
exhibition and appreciated the
show ol dilferent kinds of rose.

Noorunnabi was the
lone ray of hope for
his elderly parents

By Staff Correspondent

Noorunnabi, who was killed
in a bomb explosion during the
36-hour hartal was the lone
source of income for his elderly
parents. He was a driver of the
Shakti Foundation for Disad-
vantaged Women, a non-gov-
ernment organisation.

He was asked by his office to
go on a leave ahead of the op-
position sponsored 36-hour
hartal. But he did not go on
leave as the car he drives needs
to have polish. So he hired a
polishman and engaged himself
in supervising the work on ‘he
first day of the 36-hour hartal.

He was hit by a bomb at
Khilgaon rail-crossing while
relurning to his Tilpapara resi-
dence after finishing the polish
work.

He hailed from village
Rakhalia under Raipur thana of
Laxmipur district.

Now Nogrunnabi’'s parents
are in despair and in a difficult
strait with norie to look after
them. Their plight seems un-
ending without any ray ol hope
as their eldest son left them too
early to face the cruel game ol
survival.

Khulna Jubo
League activist
murder ; 2
arrested

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Feb 4 : Police have
arrested two young men — Ma-
sud Parvez Khokon, 24. and
Syed A Kauser Sumon. 22, — as
suspects in Jubo League activist
Shahidul Islam Liton murder
case.

Constable Abdul Majid of
Khulna thana filed the murder
case as complainant today.

Liton was murdered at
around 3 pm on Tuesday while
being taken back to Khulna Dis-
tricl Jail by three policemen
after his appearance in the
Court of Khulna District and
Sessions Judge.

Sub Inspector Abul Kashem
of Khulna thana will investi-
gate the case. :

Hearing on the prayer lor
five-day remand of the arrested
will be held in the CMM's Court
tomorrow, said a sourct in
KMP. -

Autopsy report on Liton's
body is yet to be received.

Liton was one of the three
chargesheeted accused in Raju
murder case filed with Son-
adanga thana in June, 1998.
Gunmen killed Liton on Tues-
day afternoon after the court re-
jected his ball prayer.

IHis elder brother Tutul, also
an aclivist of Jubo League, was
killed on the premises of clg
Awami League office in 1996,
police said.
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Clinton's visit

The Leflt Democratic Front
(LDF) and Islami Olkya Jote
yesterday expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the forthcoming visit
of US President Bill Clinton to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

I separale statements both
the left and right-wing parties
expressed their reaction almost
in a similar Im:ﬁua and called
for cancelling the US presiden-
('s scheduled one-day visiL.

The LDF in its statement, is-
sued alter an cmcrgcncécl"ﬂtl-
ing of the Left Front niral
Council, said this visit of the
US President is not a general
diplomatic tour nor a reflection
of goodwill towards the people
of gladesh, rather It aims al
strengthening US wer In
South Asia and establishing an
absolute command over the
country’'s oll and gas resources,

The Left Front convenor Bi-
mal Biswas presided over the
meeting, while LDF leaders
Nirmal Sen, A F M Mahbubul
Haq, Rashed Khan Menon, Mu-
jahidul Islam Selim, Abdus
Salam, Dilip Barua took part in
it.

The 10J In Its stalement
sald, "The US president is mak-
ing his visit to Bangladesh
when the opposition parties are
continuing anti-government
movement.” The visit the 10J
observed, would support 'he
present government's weak for-

eign policy.

531 doctors
demand
scrapping
of PSA

Disapproving of the Public
Safety Act as "another black
law.” a group of 531 doctors de-
manded its immediale scrap-
ping as all socio-cultural and
political organisations except-
ing Lhe governmenl! parly op-
posed it, reports UNB.

"Motives behind the enact-
ment of the most controversial
law is only to oppress opposi-
tion leaders and workers,” they
said in a statemenl.

They think existing iaws are
enough to control law and order
if properly enforced.

The signatories included
Prof MA Majed, Prof M Nu-
runnabi, Prof AB Bhuiyan, Prof
MA Hadi, Prof Abdur Rashid,
Prof MA Mannan, Prof Gazi
Abdul Hoq, Prof Shamsuddin
Siddiqui, Prof KA Zalil, Prof
Ashraf Hossain, Prof Rezaul
Karim, Dr Zahid Hossain, Reaz

Ferdous Shibi]y. Kohinur Be-
gum, Mosaddeq Hossain
Biswas, Shuvash Chandra
Shaha, Nahid Parveen,

Sangecta Bharatia and Minhaj
Karim.

058 arrested,
18 arms seized

A lotal of 958 persons were
arrested and 18 illegal weapons,
103 rounds of bullet and seven
explosives were seized during
the 288th day of the country-
wide combing operation by the
police. Bangladesh Rifles and
Ansar [orces, reports BSS.

The combined forces ar-
rested 475 persons of different
charges [rom across the country
including four metropolitan ar-
eas and seized the arms, am-
munition and explosives. They
also arresled 470 wanted ac
cused and two alleged terrorists
during the operation.

A total of 96 persons includ-
inyg live warraniees were ar-
rested from Dhaka Metropoli-
tan area and seized one illegal
weapon, six bullets and two ex-
plosives while 73 persons in-
cluding four wanted accused
from Chiltagong metropolitan
area.

A total of 17 persons includ-
ing six wanted accused and a
wanted lerrorist were arresied
from Khulna metropolitan area
while two persons from Ra-
jshahi metropolitan area.

A total ol 203 persons in-
cluding 129 wanted accused
were arrested from Dhaka
range with six arms and three
rounds of bullet while 177 per-
sons including 111 wanted per-
sons were arrested from Chit-
tagong range with three
weapons.

A total of 124 persons In-
cluding 73 warrantees were ar-
rested [rom Rajshahi range
while 170 persons including 93
wanted persons and a listed ter-
rorist were arrested [rom
Khulna range with seven
weapons, 94 rounds of buliet
and five explosives. A total of
34 persons including 15 war-
rantees were arrested from
Barisal range while 62 persons

including 34 wanted persons
from Syls:uel range with one il-
legal weapon.
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Anti-Nazi League were protesting against the inclusion of the Freedom
lender Haider in the Austrian government, '

uraday. The
Party and its
— AFP photo
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