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i of certain books for the seconda

‘;.,:.100._ even after rescheduling the deadline from
“January 1 to 31. Naturally, the students and their

ry students; that,
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parents are in a dilemma as to whether to wait for
the new editions or buy the old ones. As if this was
not poignant enough an indicator of its incompe-
tence, some publishers have even brought out old
| editions with new covers, heightening the confu-
| sion all the more. Basically, therefore, the board
{'| has failed on two counts: first, for twice turning

{ | Wonder when it would wake up to the fact that a_
| slippage at its end essentially means disturbance
{1 in the academic activities at different public
‘1| schools and inconvenience for the teachers and the
1| students, let alone worries for the guardians.
_ The prevailing situation speaks of ill planning
'} and poor execution. There may be some systemic
‘' 1 inadequacy in the board that forces such slip-ups.
"1 | It could be that the organisation was not equipped
1 | with proper logistics and manpower to carry out
) | | the revision of text books in time for publication.
' | '] Also, there appears to be a lack of control over the
' 'l publishers who were given work orders to print the
i‘ books. Publication of one crore and 20 lakh books

is no child's play; it required a high level of co-or-
dination within the board and co-ordination be-
{ | tween the board and the printing houses. Besides,
‘| the responsibility of the monitoring mechanism,
if there is one, is immense as regards making sure
the printers are going by the instructions set forth
| by the board. On the whole, the current scenario
| '] speaks of the dire need to have a re-assessment of
the board's efficacy. There may be quite a few
loopholes in the whole arrangement that need to be
plugged.

Whatever might have been the reason for the un-
| availability of the textbooks in the market at this
8l stage we would request the board to redress the sit-

¢ uation as soon as possible, articulate and circulate

a clarification on matters related to revision of the
" texts, new cover pages, etc. In the long term, it
B 8 should diagnose the systemic failures and remedy
them. Similar slip-ups should by no means recur.

Court Defiled

& | HE cadres of the front organisations and stu-
| dent wing of the ruling Awami League went
| berserk in the court of a magistrate and the
' 1| collectorate buiiding demanding release of their
4 '] two comrades. They were asrested. in connection
a | | with the abduction of a businessman named Asha
| '] at Chuadanga. The police have arrested eight of the
! 'l accused named in the FIR and arc looking
frantically for the rest, according to reports in the
Prothom Alo Thursday.

The disturbances by the Chhatra and Jubo
League cadres took place last Monday and the ac-
<} || tivists of thesec organisations even brought out a
| 'broom procession’ in the town demonstrating
' | against the administration. They went as far as
' | burning an effigy of the Deputy Commissioner.
The cadres are alleged to have threatened even lo-
cal journalists and reporters with dire conse-
quences for publishing and reporting the news
| about their terrorism. In fact, we have had news
| items in the national press for quite some time
through which the excesses committed by the
cadres of the front organisations of ruling AL
came to light as being symptomatic of the deterio-
rating law and order situation across the country.
This is nothing new; for the people in power have
often turned a blind eye to what their constituents
did, quite unmindful of the grounds slipping under
their feet in terms of governability. It had not paid
in the past and cannot pay in future also:

': The more the ruling party plays liberal with the
( indisciplined members the more they are likely to
|
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| lose their credibility in the eyes of the people. No-
‘| body can fool all the people for all time to come.
The government must move quickly and deal with
these hooligans as firmly as possible.

Crime Rates

HE Thursday issue of this paper gave an ap-

palling piece of news: the crime curve has
moved up. The Democratic Rights press release re-
vealed that in January alone, 218 people were
murdered, while accidents claimed another 282.
Forty women were violated leaving eleven of the
victims dead. Twelve housewives became victims
of dowry-related assaults of which eight proved
extremely tragic. Moreover, 71 persons suffered the

misfortune of being abducted and ten were victims
of acid attack. S e

These statistics are enough to raise a question
mark on the country's law and order situation and
for that matter, about the competence of our police
personnel in containing crimes. Since the existing
laws can help us overcome the situation substan-
tially it is our enforcement mechanism which
seems to be wanting. We do understand the inade-
quacies of our police force in terms of the number
of personnel and equipment they have. In some
cases law-breakers are even better equipped than
the law enforcers. But the policeman's advantage
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vt | ought to be the records he keeps about the
2l | criminals' particulars. The cops need to seek the
(fF | help of ward commissioners to be reasonably
' | effective.

Ea - The idea of community policing should be
| r_"; ; widely tried out with appropriate logistics placed

behind it. The administration at the top has to be
fully committed to upholding the rule of law. Un-
less we remove the hiatus between the level of ar-
rest or accusation and that of conviction we have
little chance of turning a corner here.
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operations with enough
pride and rigour. After bulldoz-
ing hundreds of slums the po-
lice authority, with the help of

other forces, has started selzing

‘illegal’ rickshaws and bulldoz-
ing thousands of them, finally
setting the destroyed rickshaws
on fire. This might seem ab-
normal or accldental behaviour
but the authorities have proved
that, . this is a very much
lanned action since not once
ut several times this has been
repeated. |

Is It not usual to question the
fact that when the government
is showing Its eagerness lo
combat transport obstruction
and destruction as a serious ol-
[ence and has given up every-
thing to have a “public (read:
government) safety act” then
the same government is de-
stroying thousands of rick-
shaws, the major mode of
transport of Dhaka city. What
should be the scale of punish-
ment of the government per-
sonnel, according to their own
dearest act, for this offence?
And who will take {t?

It does not need more than
common sense to understand
that. these 'heroic' actions have
been destroying not only the
livelihood of thousands of fam-
ilies but also destroying huge
value which involves capital
and labour — East and present
labour in a chain process, A
rickshaw, as a commodity, is
the cheapest mode of transport
and involves different types of
skill and specialised man-

ower. This is a transport ve-
chle. which largely depends on

local equipment, expertise and -

innovative ideas. In the process,
rickshaw employs the largest
number of local labour as
techniclan. hoodbody maker,
artist, and finally rick-
shawpuller the rickshawallah.
Usually rickshawallahs are
Very easy preﬁ of traflic police
and the hodroloks
(gentlemen), but things do not
end there. Now the workers be-
hind the scene — the hoodbody
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HE govetnnient has been
continuing its bulldozing
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makers, artists — all have come

under attack. Pollce authority
also started selzing rickshaw
garages to destroy hoodbody.
pall'l Glm

Now one may ask what is the
offence of rickshawallahs? And
what rickshaws and rick-
shawallahs are doing in the
great mohanogoril

(metropolis)? Why they are here
to become easy victim of gov-
ernment's and others’' power
exercises? The government's
version is simple and well pub-
licised: Rickshaws are creating
traffic jam in the city, Rick-
shawallahs are creating slums,
which turn into dens of crimi-
nals, so, they must be treated
with force.

It is true that the number of
rickshaws and the Rickshawal-
lahs has Increased to an un-
precedented level in the last
one-and-a-half-decade. It Is
also true that, the occupation is
the toughest of all hard jobs.
The persons who take to rick-
shaw, as a means of earning,
usually cannot continue it for
long. The inhuman labour
alongwith malnutrition and
unhealthy physical conditions
puts the persons concerned
eventually in a permanent
handicapped situation. Not to
mention the uncertainties re-
garding police operations, har-
tal operations, mastan opera-
tions, passenger bhadrolok's
operations etec. Why do people
knowing all these hazards come
to pull rickshaws, how can they
have this incredible passion?

We must remind ourselves
that the period that experienced
the highest growth of rickshaws
and rickshawallahs is the same
period when poverty allevia-
tion programme (PAP) aimed at
decrcasing poverty level in both
rural and urban areas and

~ will not solve the problem of traffic jam or will not solve the citizens’ other problems either. It
~ will only add new ones. Moreover these will expose the hollowne
and also its audacity against people.
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structural adjustment pro-
Fm mme (SAP) almed at creat-
ng new job nlilportumtlu-md
overall ad been experi-
encing boom in terms of inflow
of funds, engagements of con-
sultants, involvement of insti-
tutions including the govern-
ment ete.

The net result of the PAP &
the SAP, organized by the World
Bank, NGOs, government and
several International organi-
zations Is relevant to explain
the large-scale rural-urban mi-
gration and their destiny in

angladesh. In the early 70's,
industry was the second most
important seclor in GDP com-
position, now it has come down
to the [ifth position. Service
sector has gone up to the top, by
adding all components, it went
above 52 per cent. However, no
estimate could show significant
rise in contribution of industry
as an employment generating
avenue, In lacl, since indepen-
dence. growth in trade and ser-
vice alongwith transport and
construction seems (o assume
the lead in the economy.

On the other hand, from
time-series data of Household
Expenditure Survey (HES) we
see that the population living
below absolute poverty line de-
creased «(6.72/58.35)*100 » in
1991-92 compared to 1983-84,
yearly achievement rale came
to «11.52/8 +%, less than the
population growth rate. In an-
other method. urban poverty
came down to 33.6% from
40.9% («(40.9-33.6)/8 »% per
year), national poverty came
down to 49.7% from 52.3%
(«(52.3-49.7)/8 »% per year) and
the rural poverty came down to
52.9% from 53.8% («(53.8-
52.9)/8 % per year). Almost
one thousand years will be
needed for poverty alleviation
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if this rate would continue.
But it does not stand there, it
deteriorated even further.
in according to Household
Expenditure Survey, during
1988-9 to 1995-6, rural absolute
?nvcrt reduced to 47.11%,
rom 47.77% while urban abso-
lute poverty Increased to
49.67%, from 47.63%. Dur|
the same period, nationa
poverty reduced to 47.53% [rom
47.75% («(47.75-47.53) /7 »% per
year). Out of the total number of
population, population under
absolute poverty level increased
significantly; from 49.66 mil-
llon in 1988-89 to 55.28 million
in 1995-96. And after that?
During the debates on GDP
growth rates. the present and
past finance-planning minis-
lers revealed that, they have en-
sured growth rates around 4 to 5
per cent in the last decade. But,
according to their estimates,
the period that experienced
growth rate of around 35 per
cent, also experienced poverty
reduction of only less than 2 {)er
cent. On another account the
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period ensured 600 per cent in-

crease in poverty alleviation
fund but received only less than
2 per cent decrease in head
count poverty.

Here we stand: no productive
and employment generating
growth despite huge flow of fund
and rhetoric which mostl
helped providing affluence o¥
the middle class. Here we find
the explanation behind the
“annoying” flow of people from
the rural areas and their quick
transformation into rick-
shawallahs. Who are responsi-
ble for this flow and for this
transformation? Who will pay
for the miserable ‘failure’ or
hypocrisy of the PAP and the
SAP? The ‘criminal’ ricl:-
shawallahs and bastibashis?

RUSSIAN SCENARIO

NI,

L8 i

L]

govprﬁmeut

8 of the administration

The crime of these people,
evicted from earlier occupation,
unlike the powerful ones, is
that they do not intend to live
on others, do not intend to sat-
isfy powerful people by becom-
ing “crime-workers”, most of
them try hard to earn a mini-
ey have very few op-
tions before them, rickshaw is
the biggest one.

Growth of unbalanced vr-
banization and large migration
of rural poor into the urban
centres have contributed to a
new phenomenon that is il-
most common in different third
world economies including
Bangladesh. Low levels of in-
dustrial investment, the unbal-
anced growth in agriculture and
employment-diminishing
‘reform’ programmes make
these economies poverty-ridden
and ‘overpopulated’. These
‘surplus’ populations move to
the urban centres but could not
satisfy the Lewis or Fel model
because of small unwelcoming
industrial sector. They go for
‘other’ works which often ex-
pand service sector and market-
ing network of cheap products
made in enterprises built up by
Feoplc of same categories. This

arge number of Fcoplc creale a

large network ol the economic
activities. Most of these activi-
ties constitute a new sector
usually called as Informal Sec-
tor. Rickshaw is an integral
part of it. Nevertheless, this sec-
tor has a multiplier effect on
other areas of economic activi-
ties.

About three million people,
who are potential members of
the absolute poor group, are di-
rectly engaged in service and
other small-scale enterprises. A
significant portion of them en-
gaged in transport and related
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sectors. Rickshaw accounts for

the single largest. Moreover, ac-
cordl nﬂw the BBS estimate, al-
though rickshaw accounts for
the least per unit value addition
as a major trans _
contribution to the GDP Is the
highest in the total trans

sector. Total value added of the
single sector comes more than
32 per cent of the total trans-
port sector thal means, more
than six thousand crore taka.
About 2.5 million people are
dependent on this sector In var-

ious capacities alone in the
Dhaka Cii)ty. On the demand side
about another 2.5 million mid-
dle and lower middle class peo-
ple are dependent on this ser-
vice. Not on]‘y in Dhaka City,
one can easily find unprece-
dented growth of Rickshaw and

rt mode, its
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Van in urbancentres all over

Bangladesh, The growth of non-
farm sector is largely accounted
“for by this mode ol transport.
And the demand-supply equa-
tion makes it the largest one in
Dhaka City. The proponents of
the market economy do not
consider demand-supply flow
in this case.

Keeping the whole dynamics
in mind it needs no more to ex-
plain that the irresponsible and
compartmental operations of
the government will not solve
the problem of traffic jam or
will not solve the citizens’ other
problems either. It will only
add new ones. Moreover these
will expose the hollowness of
the administration and also its
audacity against people. The
bulldozing operations of the
government against slums,
hawkers and rickshaws are in
fact operations against major-
ity people of the mohanogori.
Unable to tackle, or beco
the part of, the grabbers of the
land, lake, river and the open
space, polluters of water-air of
the city, the ruling class is mak-
ing the hardworking people
scapegoats.

The author teaches eco-
nomics at Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity

Can Putin Pursue the Path of Democracy and Accountability?

THE resignation of Boris
Yellsin as Russia's presi-
dent and the selection of
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin
as Yeltsin's successor by a sud-
den announcement from Yeltsin
on the eve of his new year mes-
sage left many people world-
wide uneasy and nervous. True,
this offered a sort of relief to his
much-suffering nation which
disliked him most because of
his wrong policies of economic
reforms and open market which
brought more problems than it
could solve. There were other
reasons for the people's unease.
Yeltsin's announcement of his
resignation 'was sudden and
abrupt leading many to suspect

il -there was a coup, Putin was

an energetic champion of Rus-
sia’'s brutal military campaign
in Chechnya. More importantly,
there was fear that Putin's suc-
cession as Acting President
might hinder Russia's march
towards democracy, prosperity
and stability, and the dour,
mysterious and slightly suspect
Putin might lead his country
back towards authoritarian
rule. On the other hand, ob-
servers noted several questions
that placed Putin in a
favourable light. Such ques-
tions were: after all, didn't
Putin's support for the opera-
tion in Chechmnya satisfy the
Russian people's longing for a
‘'strong leader' to rescue them
from the poverty, chaos, corrup-
tion., criminal violence that
Yeltsin's democratic regime
brought? And Didn't Putin him-
self say such leadership was es-
sential for Russia?

by A S M Nurunnabi

After 10 years of experimentation with political democracy and market ;conon-;;r, the R-ussia-n_public
and the Russian elite are disillusioned with both, as felt by observers. Today many Russians equate
democracy with crime and disorder, and the market economy with corruption and poverty.

When Yeltsin was suffering
from health problems continu-
ally. he started a "pick and
choose” process of appointing
and subsequently dismissing
Prime Ministers one after an-
other — beginning with the
dismissal in 1998 of the most
efficient Prime Minister Cher-

nomyrdin, who stayed with
Yeltsin, perhaps for the longest
period. Then came Sergi
Krienko, followed by Cher-

nomyrdin (reappointed after
dismissal), Primacov, Sergi
Stepashin and lastly Vladimir
Putin who proved most valuable
lo his boss. Thus in about two
months, four or five heads
rolled. As stated by an observer,
in this ‘'national parade’ of test-
ing efficiency and merit to put
on the mantle of future Kremlin
leadership, Putin came out with
flying colours. Putin was en-
trusted by Yeltsin with the
toughest job ol crushing the so-
called "Islamic militants" in
Chechnya and thereby further
consolidate his position as the
most powerful candidate for the
next presidential election due
on 26 March next.

Pulin has since proved his
mettle by turning the entire
Chechnya into a gigantic
“killing [ield", massacring thou-
sands of innocent Chechens,
uprooting millions from their
homes in the name ol extermi-

nating the ‘Islamic mihtants'.

A political analyst has ob-
served that although Lhere is
convincing evidence that Putin
will do his best to bring democ-
racy, economic health and sta-
bility to Russia, Putin has two
obstacles to overcome in his
quest to make Russia "dci1o-
cratie, law-based workable ied-

Russian government bureau-
cracy. It is a bureaucracy, ac-
cording to the analyst, that is
not only the world's most cor-
rupt: it is also among the most
unbudgeable. The second ob-
stacle is the war in Chechnya.
Ironically, that war is very
popular in Russia, which is why
Putin's support for it has won
him such praise and power in
the country. The war is popular
among the ordinary Russians
because they think it has been
successful. If the conflict drags
on, if it starts killing large
numbers of Russian soldiers
and if its economic costs be-
come intolerable, the war and
Putin may becom#e unpopular.

It is felt by international ob-
servers that if Putin can use his
extraordinary political popular-
ity to tame the Russian bursau-
cracy, and if he can get Ruc .ian
forces out of Chechnya on
honorable terms. he may be

able to do what Yeltsin was un-
able to do: rescue Russia form
its past and strike out a steady
path for its advancement.
Undoubtedly, the upcoming
Presidential election will wit-
ness a colourful rendezvous of
contesting party candidates.

Putin, the official candidate of
: [P AbIe - Yellsin's party, with
erative state”. First and. most

daunting is the inertia of the °*

ment from the west,

communist and nationalist
blocs to face Putin, besides
some ambitious army Generals,
including Alexander Lebed, who
came third in the 1996 election,
just below the communist can-
didate, Gennedy Zyuganor who
hit the second position below
Yeltsin.

Putin appears to have at
present an overwhelming edge
over other possible contest  nts
in the election because ol his
tough role displayed towards
Chechen rebels. Furthermore,
he will have the full backing of
the government and the state-
controlled media in the cam-
paign. The centrist coalition

that eclipsed the once-dominant

Communists in the Duma in
the 19 December parliamentary
elections could become Putin's
power base.

There are some other as-
pects of Putin's image. They lie
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Achievement!

Sir, After a long time, |
switched on the BTV and saw
our PM speaking after the pass-
ing of the Public Safety Act. She
was saying that during her gar-
ty's four years rule, Bangladesh
has made a lot of progress, and
that even the President of the
US now mentions our cou 'try
in his speeches. Then the PM
went on to make some points.
She said we have made lot of
progress in the economic arena.
Then | heard her saying not
only in economy, they also
have made progress in the field
of sports! It seemed rather un-
fortunate that our PM did not
have much to elaborate about
the economic proﬁress durin
her tenure. Instead she start
to recall our taking part in the
World Cup cricket and even the
gold medals at the Special
Olympic!

A Concerned Observer
Chiltagong.

"The TSC Saga —
Millennium at

its Best"
Sir, This is In reply to the

write up by Dr. Deepika, titled"
as abovré published in The Dally

Star on
| am a second generation

British-Bengali, born and lived
in the UK all my life. Although
| have lived In Britain all my
life my pagents have also taught
me about the Bengali culture. |
can say that | know the cultures
of both the English and Ben-
galis having lived with both
types of people and in both
countries. Periods of stay in

Bangladesh may have been
short but still nevertheless |
have stayed in Bangladesh for
periods of several months. | am
a Muslim by religion but do not
practice anything and am not
proud of admitting it. The rea-
son I'm giving this background
is so as one can gather whether
my comments are made [rom
experience rather than word of
mouth.

I totally disagree with some

of the comments made by Dr .

Deepika. Firstly the statement
that 'one hardly comes across
heinous acts such as rape or
molestation ... in Western soci-
ety' is absurd. Here in the UK
rape is a common news in the
media wherever one goes. The
word ‘'molestation’ is not usu-
ally used in the same sense as it
Is usually seen In the
Bangladesh's English media. It
is more often referred to as sex-
ual assault. Again this is com-
mon throughout England and
in the Western world in general,
Let me give you some facts. | do
not have the latest figures to
hand but in England there were
4600 rapes reported to the po-
lice In 1993, This figure is what
had trebled In the previous 8
years. Mind it that it is now
nearly another eight years on
~and that at present a Ynt more
victims are encouraged to re-
port the Incident. In the USA
where a 'lot of [reedom' exists 78
women are reportedly raped
every hour!

Figures aside, rape s a seri-
ous offence and it should not
occur anywhere whether it be
in Western or Eastern sociely.
Dr Deepika's letter gave me the
impression that because of the
culture in Bangladesh, which to
me conservative, a lot of men

have a fascination lor touching
a woman' due to the fact that
they do not have frequent ca-
sual relationships unlike their
western counterparts. Again
this is another arguable point.
If that is the case then why are
so many sexual offences com-
mitted every year in the Western
world? If you followed the logic
ol the statement then the men
in the West should not carry out
sexual offences because they
can have a relationship with a
woman and hence would not be
fanaticising about women lead-
ing Lo rape. The letter hints at
the fact that if the religious
leaders brand western practices
as wrong then why do we get in-
cidents such as Badhan's in
Bangladesh. The religious lead-
ers can only preach, they do not
have the powers to enforce the
law. That is the role ol the gov-

ernment and the police force.
Here in the West we have both
the government and the police
enforcing the law to their best
ability yet we still get such
cases. In the case of Bangladesh
a lot of the cases go unnoficed
even |if it {s reported to the au-
thority. Depending on who did
it and how much influence
whether financially or politi-
cally they had over the local
police force,

It is true that many cases

“unreported in Bangladesh. The

same also applies to England.
Just the other day (Thursday),
in the papers in England, six
women reported sexual assault
or rape relating to a serial
rapist which occurred many
gears ago. There Is a difference

etween what happens in West
and what happened in the case
of Badhan In Bangladesh. In
England one could say such
cases are committed in a more
discreet manner. In Badhan's
case it was done publicly. I
mean publicly in the sense that
other people were around at the
time. Such instances would not
occur publicly here because of
fear. Also in England pho-

- tographs would not be put in the

developing )
with the fact that it is a conser-
vative society it does not mean
that rape and sexual assault are
more of a common thing than

national newspapers. This
should not have happened. If
you were a photographer what
were you doing taking a photo-
graph? Couldn’t you have tried
to stop the offenders? Admit-
tedly, it may have been life
threatening if the photographer
did say anything because crim-
inals always carry weapons
with them in Bangladesh. But
the photos should have been
handed to the police rather
than published in the papers.

The incident occurred in the
area of the so called Dhaka
University. Cases of sexual as-
sault have also occurred in and
around universities in England
as well. Women should be
brave to walk the streets alone.
Why should they lose their
freedom because oga sick grou
of people that exist in society
In England women are told to
walk down streets having
lights and are often told to take
routes having security cameras
on the street rather than a
shorter but more dangerous
route. Almost all of my female
friends are constantly aware of
the security precautions they
need to take because they are
fernale. This is not the case be-
cause | live in a very dangerous
part of England. In fact I live in
one of the most affluent and
safest part of England. How-
ever, women still have to bear
in mind such things.

Although Bangladesh is a
country coupled

in Western cultures. Dr Deepika

may not have come across a
rape or sexual assault victim
and hence declared that it is
unheard of. Let us just hope
that the attackers of Badhan get
punished. b

Tipu Sattar
Surrey . UK
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l.not be' @ adminisiratior
there alone. There seems to hey - tragedy dor i}

" strong rivals from ‘bothy . - Given,

in the fact that the toughness
Putin likes to project has not
been applied to the black spots
of Russian society: Corruption,
rampant tax evasion and crime.
Putin’'s challenge is what to do
after the dust settles over the
Chechen war. To international
observers, the failure of the re-

m{z - hy. Yeltsin

31 e le .

over -tfe‘-zo' cer’lti‘?

totalitarianism. the Western
wcrld has a strong interest in
secing Russia make a success-
ful transition to a market-ori-
ented democracy. Observers

sioned with both, as felt by ob-*

servers. Today many Russians
equate democracy with crime
and disorder, and the market
economy with corruption and
poverty. Who do they blame for
that? Boris Yeltsin. of course,
and his reformers and their
supporters in the West. Dis-
trust of the West skyrocketed
during the NATO operation in
Kosovo, which was portrayed b

Kremlin leaders as an assault
on Russian national-interest.
After the war, public opinion
slowly returned to pre-Kosovo
attitudes. But a visceral per-
ception of the West as an alien
and hostile force remains. [t
has been stoked recently by the
criticism from Bill Clinton and

various European leaders of
Russia’s brutal assault on
Chechnya. As a result, a broke

and belligerent Russia is felt to
be turning ever more inward,

encouraged by leaders who de-

note that the most obvious rea-
son for that interest is that
Russia still has vast stockpiles
of nuclear, chemical and biolog-
ical weapons. Another is that
the creation of a strong Russian
economy will help greatly in
global economic growth.

There is another aspect of
the current Russian political
picture. After 10 years of exper-
imentation with political
democracy and market econ-
omy, the Russian public and
the Russian elite are disillu-

liberately encourage and exploit
nationalistic and xenophobic

sentiments for their own advan-

tage.

In this overall background,

the question remains whether
Putin will be pursuing the path

of demoeracy and accountabil-
itg)r in the country and will be
able to restore the
economy, if elected president,
Dy controlling the ‘oligarchs’ in
Russia grown under Yeltsin's
administration. No body seems
to know the answer at present.

Russian

Finance Minister AMS Kib-
ria in an article entitled “This
Bill is Dangerous: Another
View™ (DS, Jan 30) has defended
the Public Safety (Special Pro-
visions) Bill. ‘Why," he asked
rhetorically, ‘should you not
believe that the government is
making a sincere and genuine
effort to give the people respite
from terrorists?” Mr. Finance
Minister, we, the citizens of
Bangladesh, would like to be-
lieve. But there are plenty of
reasons for us to be skeptical.

1. All the offenices described
in the bill are already punish-
able under the existing Penal
Code. So the problem is not in-
herent in the letter of the law. It
is in the application that the
problem lies. Experience shows
that the laws of the land are not
being applied properly. Instead
of enacting harsher (some
would say draconian) laws, the
logical step would be to ensure
that the law enforcing agencies
can function without fear or
favour. It is a well-known dic-
tum that it is not the harshness
of the penalty but the in-
evitability of punishment that
deters criminals.

2. In the bill, several of-
fences have been made non-
baflable. This runs counter to
the established principles of
{usuee. The court must be given
atitude to decide who shou?d be
granted bail. It is the duty of the
Fruseculion to present the case
n such a way that there are no
loopholes. To exclude the pos-
sibility of bail is to infringe on
basic human rights.

3. "There can be no ques-

cracked down on meelti

cooker situation?

has used every
proverbial book to attack the
opposition. There is no reasons

tion.” wrote Mr. Kibria, "about
PM Sheikh Hasina's commit-
ment and determination to
combat this evil (terrorism)”
But there are a number of
uestions in the public mind.
at happened, to the infamous
Liton, who brandished a nine-
shooter gun in broad daylight in
full view of the police? What
happened to the rapists of JU?

_What happened to the BCL
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‘cadres’ who kidnapped
schoolchildren and held them
for ransom? Why did mysteri-
ous notes’ pressurize the police
to release the goons who had

camped al the Nagar Bhaban?

Why did the police try to shield
(the criminals who molested a
young woman in the TSC? Are
these people above the law be-
cause they belong to the ruling
rty? All of these have been
igh profile crimes. Why does
the Prime Minister not start off
by setting her own house in or-
der? The actions of the govern-
ment belie its words!

4. There is ample evidence Lo
believe that the new law will be
abused. The Special Powers Act
is in force. Can the Finance
Minister, as a conscientious
man, say that it has not been
used for political purposes? The
government has not granted au-
{onomy to radio and television.
Can the Finance Minister hon-
estly claim thal the ruling party
has not misused the state me-
dia? In fact, statistics show that
it has created new record in
self-advertisement!

The use of bombs and
firearms during Hartal is to be
condemned in the strongest
terms. But these incidents in-
creased after the government
ngs and

cessions. Can the honorable
minister deny that the govern-
ment has created a pressure

In the past. the government
trick in the

to believe that it will not make
full use of this new weapon. It
will be like touching a match to
an already explosive mixture of
partisanship, intolerance and
recklessness.

Mr. Finance Minister, the
new bill seems to be the
harbinger of more confronta-

iy

tion, more darkness. The na-
tion is deeply disturbed. And
with good reason. |
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