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Fair opens

tOmMOIrow
By DU Correspondent

The 24-day ‘Ekushey Book

Fair 2000, arranged for com
memorating the ma
historic Language

premises tomorrow.
This

ary 21 in the form of I
tional Mother Language Day.

Prime Minister 3Sheik
Hasina is expected to
rate the fair at aQout
the day as the chi
of the city and ren
sonalities of the cou
present at t
sion.

Preparations for the book
fair, which is the first of the

new millennium. has almos
been completed. The book fai
will be h
colourful ambience.

See Page 12 Col 6
— lnside Today
Article

Incredible
Passion versus
Bulldozing

Operation

by Anu Muhammad
Page 4

Book review: A dog’s

life?; and Essay: India,

West Bengal and East
Bengal

Pages 6 & 7

kshey Book

s of the
ovement,
ns at the Bangla Academy

year's fair will be a dil-

ferent one following the inter-
national recognition to Febru-

inaugural ses-

d amid a festive and

t
r

i February 5

s o dATAn 2 Jainaat |
Fajr 545 6-15
Zohr 12-45 1-20
Asr 4-15 4-30

| Maghrib 5-55 5-58
Esha 7-15 7-45

| Source: Islamic Foundation
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'Policy shift!
'should not
hit aid flow

PM’s plea to EU

BRUSSELS, Feb 4: Prime

| Minister Sheikh Hasina has

urged the European Union to
ensure that Bangladesh is not
adversely affected by the change
in its new aid policy, reports
UNB. :
"My govermmen!l maintains
a flexible altitude towards the
new approaches ... | would urge
that while we together examine
what is most suitable for ex-
tending aid. we also ensure that
flow ol resources is not ad-
versely allected,” she said.
Delivering a lecture on Eco-
nomic and Social Development
in Bangladesh at the European
Institute for Asian Studies of
the Catholic University ol
Brussels, Hasina sald quantum
of official development assis-
tance declined during the last
couple of years and it remains
far below 0.7 per cent of the ag-
gregate national income of the
developed countries.
Bangladeshi students and

expatlates in Belgium, members
of European Parliament, EC of-
ficials. scholars, academicians,
students of the university at-
tended the lecture.

She said Bangladesh de-
pends on aid for meeting ils
savings-investment and bal-
ance of payment gaps. The
members of European Union
and other OECD countries are
the most important sources of
bilateral and multilateral aid.

Referring to the fast changes
in modalities of economic co-
operation [rom project assis-
tance to sector-wise invest-
ment, the prime minister said:
“We [eel that the shift to new
approaches tends to reduce — if
not disrupt during the transi-
tion — the flow of resources re-
quired for sustaining invest-
ment — a minimal condition
for growth.

About her government'’s lib-
eralised economic policy and

See page 11 col 4
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Realm of roses
A little girl looks

at a bunch of roses with awe written all over her face on the opening day of Rose Festival 2000 at

Sultana Kamal Women’s Sports Complex in the city yesterday (story on page 11). Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

USS$ 40m WB loan for

ATIDS prevention

Little progress in implementation
of previous projects

The World Bank will provide
about 40 million US dollars for
the ongoing HIV/AIDS preven-

| tion programme in the country.

Terms of the loan are bein
finalised and an agreement will
be signed soon, sources in the
local WB office, health ministry
and health directorate said.

The loan, being given in view
of an 'AIDS epidemic’ in South
East Asia, will be utilised
mainly for creating awareness
about prevention ol HIV/AIDS.

The loan will also be used for
ensuring safety in blood supply
through promoting voluntary
blood donation, screening of
blood donated and rational use
of blood components. coun-
selling services and HIV/AIDS
surveillance to assess the pre-
sent situationt and determine
the magnitude of the problem in
future.

But Lhere is no indiczation
whether the loan money will be

By Staff Correspondent

utilised to contain spread of
Sexually Transmitted Discases
(STD).

The sources said there has
been little progress in Imple-
mentation of earlier pro-
grammes [or HIV/AIDS preven-
tion although funds were pro-
vided by donors including
UNDP.

The donors had grovided
7.75 million dollars but only
seven per cent of it was utilised
in the first year (1997-1998 fi-
nancial year), they said.

The funds also provided for
‘'special treatment’ of HIV/AIDS
patients in the country, lo-
talling about 30,000 now. But
no step has yet been taken in
this regard, the sources said.

The National AIDS Commit-
lee formed in 1985 suggested
ways for prevention of
HIV/AIDS, but there has virtu-
ally been no SU:E to impicment
its suggestions, the sources said.

According to studies. preva-
lence of HIV/AIDS among pec-
ple is less than one per cent in
the country now. The highest
rale ol 2.6 per cent is among in-
travenous drug users, {ollowing
by less than 0.6 per cent among
commercial jyex workers and
0.4 per cent among STD pa-
tients.

The HIV/AIDS situation in
the country is "not less worry-
ing” because of the "behavioral
and migratory pattern” of those
infected and a high incidence of
the disease in neighbouring In-
dia and Myanmar, they ob-
served. With every passing day,
more and more people, particu-
larly of the high-risk 15 - 45 age
group, are getting infected, they
said.

India has the world's highest
number of HIV infected people,
totalling over five million now.
The disease is spreading [ast in
Myanmmar and Thailand.

B lank_- voter
ID cards

being 1ssued
BSEHR alleges
By Staff Correspondent

The process of issuing voler
identity (ID) cards is ‘full of ir-
regularities’ and ‘blank cards’
with signatures of officials con-
cerned are being issued in some
areas of the country,
Bangladesh Society for the En-
forcemnent ol Human Rights |
BSEHR) has alleged.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Lhe city-yesterday. lead-
ers of the organisation said that
the blank cards were being
given ‘only to selected per-
sons’ who were filling up those
with ‘'names and pictures at
will”

They showed some [aulty 1D
cards al the press conference

Those who spoke at Lhe press

conference included BSEHR
leaders Barrister Nazmul huda,
Barrister Sigma Huda, Gias
Kamal Chowdhury and Abdur
Rob.

They called lor evolving a
sound method for issuance of ID
cards and said BSEHR would
come up with some suggestions
in this regard.

The organisation will
launch a campaign in the divi

sional headquarters, starling

[rom Sylhet on February 19.

Anniversary Supplement

Che Daily Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement on February 9, 2000 to
mark its entry into the Tenth Year of publica-
tion. -The Supplement which is designed to

focus on the first quarter of the new millen-
nium will carry scholarly writings about the
directions we need to take as well as reports
of our own correspondents highlighting
some positive trends in specific areas of

national life.

The price of the 56-page Llaily Stur anniver-
sary issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page
spread-out, remains unchanged at Tk 6.00.

Offices of The Baily Star have
moved to its new premises at

‘i Karwan Bazar Friday night. Please
‘1 send in your mails and contact us |

[ ~ We have Moved
\

lat the following address and

l telephone numbers:

|
i
1i
|
|

Che Duily Star

19, Karwan Bazar

[ (2nd & 3rd floors)
| Dhaka 1215

| Phones: 812 4944, 812 4955, 812 4966
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Sequel to family feud?

Mystery shrouds Azimpur killing

Police suspect Involvement
of a close relative in the killing
of Faisal, 18, son of a high gov-
ernment oflicial, during a da-
m“ﬁ al their Azimpur residence
in the city on Wednesday.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident till
wriling ol this report last night.
Lalbagh Police said that the FIR
in this regard was in process,
bul gave no detalls,

Leader of the 12 - member
gang was a close relative of the
victim. The gang leader was ear-
lier 'disowned' by his father for
his anti-social activities, police
sald after preliminary investi-
gation.

By Staff Correspondent

Faisal was hil on his head
and neck with a [lat stone used
for grinding spices. He was not
shot dead as claimed earlier,
police said.

He was hil when he tried Lo
prevent the dacoits from taking
away valuables. The maid was
hit when she started screaming
and calling the gang leader by
name, police said.

sSources al the DMCH foren-
sic department also sald that
Faisal died of "blunt injury in
his neck and head".

Anwar Hossain, Project Di-
rector of Crop Diverslilication
Programme and his wife
Tanzin Saleha, Principal Offi-

cer ol Prime Bank, found their
son Faisal and house mald
Parul, 22, lying on the floor
when they returned from their
offices at about 6 pm Wednes-
day, police said.

They were taken to DMCH
where doctors declared Faisal
dead and admitted critically in-
jured Parul, who was hit with
sharp weapon like a machette.

Fasial's body has been kept
al the BIRDEM mortuary. The
body will be buried on Sunday
at a graveyard in Mirpur after
arrival ol his brother f[rom

Bhopal in India, family sources
said.

Death of a dream

Devastated cougle accuses on-duty
doctor of negligence

Nasrin Sultana, 34, and her
husband, Alaul Haq, were with-
out a child for long 11 years.

Sick and tired of futile at-
fempts, the couple decided to
stop searching for a medical
treatment to reverse infertility.
But God smiled on them and af-
ter a Iunt: wait, Nasrin finally
concelved.,

The news was an omen of
good fortune for the couple. The
mother was extremely cautious
about hersell and the unborn
child.

The couple chose Lo see Dr.
A K.M. Haflzur R&hman, an ob-
stetricidit, g?rnnerﬁ gist and

ert on mifertlity hnd Wehe
risk pregnancy mandgemeft.

During a routfegheck-up,
Nasrin's blood samplée Feom-
tained elevated sugar levels, ‘a
common feature in high risk
pregnancies, However, the
sugar posed no immediate dan-

By Naimul Haq

ger and was controlled as per
the doctor's advise. Based on
medical reports and the rate of
foetal growth, Rahman pre-
dicted the baby would be born
around February 18,

Nasrin, a lecturer at Eden
Girls College, became very sick
the day after Eid (January 10)
and was rushed to the Mother
and Child Care Centre In
Dhanmandi, the clinic where
Rahman attends to his patients
and operates regularly.

Rahman admitted, the cen-
tre, an old house turned into a
clinic, had no incubalor, or
laboratory facilities.

The couple was advised Lo re-
turn on January 22 after an ul-
lrasound. ¢ ultrasound
showed the baby wasn't posi-
tioned properly In the womb, It
also welghed just 1.9 kilograms
- below normal weight - and
Ahat worried the doctors,

On January 22. Rahman said
the baby was not underweight
and stood by his earlier pre-
dicted date of delivery of Febru-
ary 18, despite an ultrasound to
the contrary. He told the couple
it was a high risk pregnancy
and that they must take care
and watch lor any abnormali-
Lies,

"As it was a very highly de-
sired pregnancy, my wile and |
look extra care, even at dead of
night,” said Alaul Haq, a senilor
assistant secretary In the tex-
tiles ministry. “I would stay
awake while my wile slept.”

The couple’'s doctor decided
not to risk waiting until Febru-
ary 18 and scheduled a cae-
sarean section for January 29,
However, Nasrin's "walter
broke" on January 25. The baby
had been in the womb for just
36 weeks.

See Page 12 Col 1

BAU VC killed

in car crash

Vice-Chancellor of Bangla-
desh Agricultural University
Prof Mohammad Hossain was
killed in a road accident on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
yeslerday morning. He was 60,
report agencies

Prof Hossain was seriously
wounded when the Land Cruiser
jeep carrying him skidded oll
the road and fell into a ditch at
Madanpur near Katchpur bridge

under Bandar pglice station of _

Narayanganj. He died on the
way to a nearby clinic. Seven
other companions in the jeep
received ninor injuries.

He and his relalives were go-
ing to his village home in
Sitakunda, Chittagong.

He is survived by his wile.
one son, lwo daughters, friends,

students and a host of relatives.

Alter autopsy at Narayan-

| ganj General Hospital, the body
| was handed over to his daughter
Nahid Hossain Nabilee.

Born at village Mahmud-
abad under Barakunda thana ol
Chittagong districl on August
16, 1939, Dr Hossain took over
the charge ol Vice-Chancellor of
the university on November 14
1996.

He obtained postgraduate de-
vree in Biochemisiry from the
Dhaka Universily in 1960 and
joined the Agricultural Univer-
sily as lecturer in 1962.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has expressed deep
shock and prolound sorrow at
the sudden and untimely death
of Prof Muhammad Hussain,
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural Universily (BAU),
Mymensingh.

In a message of condolence
yeslerday. the President re-
called his contribution in the
development of Agricultural
Universily since his joinling in
the institution in 1962.

He prayed for the eternal
peace ol the departed soul and
conveyed his sympathy to the
bereaved family members.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yestlerday also expressed
her deep shock at the death ol
Prol Mohammad Hossain.

The Prime Minister, now on
a stale visilt to Belgium, in a
message said, the nation has
lost a dedicated educationist at
death ol Prol Mohammad Hos-
sain

Alliance chiefs
to address jt
rally in city
on Monday

In a major development in
the anti-government move-
ment. the chiefs of the four-
party opposition alliance will
address a rally in the city on
Monday, reports UNB.

BNFP chairperson Khaleda
Zia, JP chairman H M Ershad.
Jamaat chief Prof Golam Azam
and Islami Oikya Jote chief
Shaikhul Hadit Azizul Hug will
jointly also lead a street march
in the capital after the rally
demanding scrapping of the
Public Safety Act and resigna-
tion of the government.

The rally will be held al
Paltan Malidan at 3 pm, the al-
liance announced last night.

BNP sources said the deci-
sion was finally endorsed at a
meetling of BNP senior learizrs
with Khaleda Zia in the cha - at
29 Minto Road last night.

The decision was conveyed
to a meeting of the liaison
committee of the alliance
which was in a meeting at the
SAIMe venue.

Briefing newsmen al about
9.30 pm Anwar Zahid said the
four top leaders would join the
joint procession and address
the marchers prior to its
launch. »

"Fresh action programimes.
will be announced from the
rally to intensify the move-
ment.” he told the reporters.

Béngabhaban
brushes aside
J amaat claim

[he B

-|‘-'!*.rl' ‘.!:l

ingabhaban brushed
Jlegation of Jamaal-
18 H’r'rt’l.J}' as mislead-
ing saying it “deliberately” hid
information at a press briefing
regarding an appointment with
the President, reportl agencies.

Saying that Jamaat-e-ls-
lami did not speak the whole
truth. Bangabhaban made it
clear that Golam Azam's name
was dropped from the list but
there is already an aproint-
menlt for a delegatic:s ol the
partly, .

Che proposed meeting of a
Jamaat delegation with Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed on
the Public Salely Act is sched-
uled for February 6 at 10:30 am.

In an official release.
Bangabhaban said Jamaat-e-1s-
lami assistant secrelary gen-
eral M Kamaruzzaman while

briefing newsmen on the matter
"intentionally hid the fact®
aboul the proposed meeting.
Kamaruzzaman in a briefing
on Thursday had told reporters
that party chief Golam Azam
didn't get an appointment with
the President to talk the PSA.
But he didn't inform that there
is already an appointment for a

See Page 12 Col 3
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New Bank
for the New Millennium |
starts 1n

Chittagong

Our 3rd Branch opens

Today

at 91, Agrabad Commercial Area.

Bﬁank \\
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The Premier Bank Limited

Premier
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