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The so called
‘gentleman’s
agreement’ of the
Dhaka clubs has
taken the gloss oll
the gentleman's
e this season

R J

_as the leading cricketers of the

country can no more choose
teams they want to play with.

The once exeiting inter-club
cricketers' transfer of the Pre-
mier Division League, begin-
ning tomorrow, abruptly turned
into a mundane affair this year
as the leading clubs reached an
olf-hand agreement for not to
rope in the top cricketers of
each team. By doing so they are
successlully shuttin;‘; out the
bracketed players from the
transfer market and saving vir-
tually a fortune.

Their unholy alliance has
left a leading cricketer with no
choice but go all the way with
his employers. Over the years
club cricket has been the only
source of income for the players
of this country where nothing is
run prolessionally in sports
arena. The bulk of the club
earnings come from the laun-
dered money, gambling and do-
nations. While players do not
pay taxes as they play under the
banner of amateur cricketers.

The pact, which borders on
human rights violation, will
enable the leading clubs to
shackle four of their desired
cricketers whom the other
eleven clubs will not try to woo.

The 'Cricket-gate scandal
was set in motion when repre-
sentatives of Dhaka-based
clubs gathered in a closed-door
meeting at the Dhanmondi res-
idence of a top club official last
week.

The club officials claimed

Sports Reporter

they have made sucn an agree-
menl in order to bring down the
soaring salary demand of the
cricketers. But insiders tell
clubs are struck by severe cash-
crisis this year. And the ldea ol
reducing their expenditure sig-
nificantly dawned on them
while players found themselves
on the receiving end of an early
bourse agitation against the
CCDM (Cricket Committee of
Dhaka Metropolitan) recently.
The shrewd club officials fol-
lowed in the footsteps of the or-
ganisers of Premler Division
{football league where the clubs
were practising the shameful
act for the last couple of sea-
SOnNSs.

On average, clubs spent Taka
five lakhs on a national team
cricketer previously. But they
will not have to pay more than
Taka 3.5 lakhs to any top
cricketers this season, said a
leading club official. This
means. a top player will receive
thirty per cent less this season.

The saddest aspect of this
(realy is that the players will
have to live on the will of the
clubs, “Clubs are now dictating
our fates whether we like it or
not. 1 have lost my right to

choose my own club and also
the right to settle the terms of
my payment,” said national
vice-captain Khaled Mahmud,
who was bracketed by the
Brothers Union Club.

"Playing in the Premier
League is tﬁc only source of our
income. They are now out to
make us starve,” said a leading
all-rounder, seeking
anonymity.

He also feared that this
agreement would encourage the
clubs to manipulate the results
of the League in future. They
might also fix which clubs

should be relegated from the
League,

lub officials, in their de-
fence, have come up with fceas
of their own.

“The players' demand for
money was going higher and
higher in last few seasons. And
we thought of taking some Ini-
tiatives to bring it under con-
trol. That's why we have de-
cided to go for the agreement,”
sald Jalal Yunus, the cricket
secrelary of the Abahani Kri-
rara Chakra.

“We have bracketed top
cricketers of each team in the

reater interest of the clubs,”
alal added.

Lutfur Rahman Badal, a
cricket official of the Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club,
echoed Jalal's sentiment. He
however denied that his club
was goim%lthmugh cash crisis.

“The linancial state of the
whole country is not good.
Clubs are not out of that bad
spell. We need money too to
form a team,” said Badal.

The following 24 crickc‘ers
have lost their rights to bar;:ain
in the transfer market: Aba-
hani: Naimur Rahman, Mehrab
Hossain, Hasibul Hossain and
Azam Igbal; Mohammedan SC:
Nasirul Alam, Rashedul Haque,
Monjurul Islam and Moham-
mad Rafique; Brothers Union:
Sanwar Hossain, Shafiuddin
Ahmed, Shahriar Hossain and
Jahangir Alam; Biman:
Aminul Islam, Habibul Bashar,
Hasanuzzaman and Javed
Omar: Kalabagan KC: Fahim
Muntasir, Mushfiqur Rahman,
Saiful Islam and Harunur
Rashid; Surjo Tarun Club:
Minhazul Abedin, Al-Shahriar,
Khaled Masood and Enamul
Hoque.
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lam will lead the Green XI while
former

Akram Khan the Red XI.

Sain. Sajid Hasan, Sanwar Hos-
sain, Aminul Islam (captain).
Mushfliqur Rahman, Za}l‘?

din Sajal. Mohammed Rafique,
Raja (wicketkeeper), Sohel Is-

iam.l Anwar Hossain Munir,
Monjurul Islam and Rajin
Saleh Alam.

Azam lgbal, Sajjad Ahmed
Shipon, Akram Khan (captain).
Asadullah Khan Biplob. Mo-

Mosadde
Rahman

Sabbir Khan., Bikas Ranjan
Das,

teams for
3-dayer

Bangladesh Cricket Board

(BCB) yeslerday (Thursday) an-
nounced two teams for a three-

practice match to be held on

Stadium, reports

National captain Aminul Is-

national skipper

GREEN XI: Mehrab Hos-

irud-

RED XI: Parvez Ahmed

hammed Hasanuzzaman,

Hossain, Mizanur
abu (wicketkeeper).
: Anisur Rahman and
Nahidul Haq Shaown.

Women's chess

resumes today

Sports Reporter
Alter a two-day hartal break
the 21st national women chess
championship resumes at the
NSC chess room this afternoon.
in today's round — seventh —
leader Tanima Parveen will
meet last year's runner-up
Syeda Shabana Parveen Nipa,
defending champion Ranf
Hamid will take on Afroza
Haque Chowdhury, Syed Af-
Sana Parveen Nira will face
Masuda Begum, Jahanara
Hague Runu will encounter
Zakia Sultana while Nazrana
Khan will play against Firoza
Hague Chowdhury.
TANDINGS: 5 points Tan-
ima, 4.5 points Nipa and Zakia,
4 points Nazrana, 3.5 points
Rani and Runu, 3 points Nira,

1.5 points Masuda, .5 points/
Iroza.
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SYDNEY. Feb 3:
Pakistan will get
a last chance to
prevent the Aus-
tralian cricket

B - J summer from be-

ing consigned to history's
listbin when they clash with
‘i hosts in the second tri-se-
s [inal here on Friday, re-

worts AFP,

WASIM AKRAM

Australia's runaway superi-

ority over Asian rivals Pak-

istan and India in both the Test
and one-day series has taken
the fun out of watching cricket
down under this seasorn.

Fans showed their displea-
sure at the lopsided summer
when just 39,041 turned up at
the 100.000-capacity Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground on
Wednesday to watch the open-
ing match of the best-of-three
finals.

MCG regulars could not
recall a lower attendance at a
one-day final in the last 20
years.

" Those who stayed away
missed nothing as Australia

Second final today

demolished Pakistan by six
wickets in a replay of their
eight-wicket romp in the World
Cup final last June,

Wednesday's match was over
as a conlest as early as the third
over alter Pakistan lost three
top balsmen — Shahid Alridi,
l[jaz Ahmed and Inzamam-ul
Haq lor ducks to the brilliant
Glenn McGrath. .

"The atmosphere at the
match was about as inspiring as
a Christmas carol in July,” the
Herald-Sun wrote.

"Watching Australia play In-
dia and Pakistan this summer
iIs a bit like watching Mike
Tyson toss Julius Francis
around like a rag doll.

“It's interesting lor a while,
but there are times when you
yearn lor a decent contest,” the
paper wrole.

This season, Australia have
won all six Tests and eight of
the nine one-dayers. Another
win on Friday would give the
hosts their 13th tri-series title
in 21 years.

Tickets for the second final
at the Sydney Cricket Ground
were sold out long ago; but it
remains to be seen how many
actually turn up on a hot
afternoon.

Australian captain Steve
Waugh was, however, not con-
cerned about crowd figures.

He is desperate to settle the
series on Friday and give his
team two extra days off before
commencing a tour of New
Zealand later this month.

'l would back us to win, but
you never can tell about the
Pakistanis,” Waugh said.

“They will come out firing
because it's their last chancc We
will not be caught napping.”

History does not &wour
Pakistan as South Africa are
the only team since 1989-90 to
take the tri-series finals into a
third match.

_ Bul Pakistan, who won the
title here three years ago. know
the task ahead is clear-cut —
survive McGrath and Brett Lee
first.

Coach Intikhab Alam dis-
missed the idea of opening with
inform « wicketkeeper - Moin
Khan to protect the brittle top
order.

"Moin is better lower order.”

Intikhab said. "I will instead
L

STEVE WAUGH
tell the main batsmen to forget
going for runs at the start and
protect their wickets.

"Once they can get through
the opening overs of McGrath
and Lee, the middle and lower
order can push the run-rates up.

"We must make 250 to give
the bowlers a chance," Inli'gi-nab
said.

A major worry for the
tourists is the hamstring injury
to allrounder Abdur Razzaq,
who limped off the field mid-
way through his second over on
Wednesday.

Razzaq returned later to
bowl (wo more overs. bul
Pakistan will call up Wagqar
Younis if a change is rf:quireg.

Club  will X
Shankar . al
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NEW YORK, Feb 3.
The American
WOIMern's soccer
team, the reigning
World Cup cham-
' plons, have ended
a month-long strike by agreeing
to . five-year labor contract,
which was described as historic
on Tuesday by US Soccer
president Ppr 8. Rouer:
Contiguglia at a midtown Man-
hattan sports cale, reports AFP.

The team. which beat China
in a shootout in last year's
World Cup final, will now meet
in Fort Lauderdale. Florida,
with new head coach April
Heinrichs to resume training
and play 1995 World Cug cham-
pion Norway in an exhibition
game on Sunday.

Dr Contiguglia sald: "This is
a historic agreement that con-
tinues to establish US soccer as
a leader in the fight for gender
equality In the world of athlet-
s

"Across the last 156 years, US
soccer has sel revolutionary
standards in providing our
women's teams with full-time
pay. residency camps, pald ma-
lernity leave and child care.” he
ackded

"With this agreement we
have raised the level again by
continuing to assure falr com-
pensalion beltween our women's
and men's programme, espe-
clally alter everything this

o, P T

e sald the agreement was
based not only on equity, but on

\ teain hias accomplished,”

champs call off strike

perlormance and on-field suc-
cess so the team can continue to
win lorever.

The women's national Leam
Is the highest paid female soc-
cer team in the world and the
new agreement means contin-
ued payroll parity with the
men's natlonal team, including
2,000 dollars a game.” he stated,

Full detatls of the new con-
iracl were nol released, but, ac-
cording 10 sources, players will
earn around 130.000 dollars a
vear In salaries and bonuses,
Players also wanted a national
compelition which is likely to
begin in 2001

‘1 think we have a happy

MIA HAMM

gronp ol players. We have re-
warded the core group and the
next generation of top noteh
wouien.s players will be justly
rewarded. Mission accom-
plished.” said Alan Rothenburg,
a lormer US Soccer Federation
president who was part ol the
negotiations,

World Cup team member
Carla Overbeck. who attended
the press conlerence with her
two-year-old son, Jackson, said
the new agreement was loaded
with bonuses,

The team refused to play in
the Australia Cup In January
because 1L was united in its be-
Hel that it was not being paid
enough. The Americans sent
younger players and still won
the tournament,

Overbeck also revealed that
lormer tennis champion Billie
Jean King helped as an adviser.

"She |Is passionate about
woinen's sport,” she sald.

Overbeck said the team was
bothered that it did not play In
Australia and flelt it should
have been there as part ol ils

reparations for the Olympics
Fn S i,rdncy later this year,

US World Cup midfielder
Mia Hamm, who also was at the
press conference. described the
negotiations as at times being
frustrating.

“But it has brought us closer
as a team." she sald.

‘I haven't played since last
summer and there is going 1 + be
a lot of excitement (at the w ek-
end).” she added.
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‘ Div 1 crickei
Easy victory
for Khelaghar

Sports Reporter

Khelaghar Samaj Kalyan
Sangha loppled co-leades Youny
Cricketers with a seven-wicket
victory to take solo lead in the
First Division Cricket League
yesterday.

The Damal Smriti Champi-
ons made mockery of a contest
when they chasing a modest
Young Cricketers total of 180
for nine [rom stipulated 50
overs, reached 181 for the loss

BRIEFSCORE

Khelaghar SKS vs Young
Cricketers

Venue: Bangabandhu Na- |
tional Stadium

YOUNG CRICKETERS: 180
for 9 wickets in 50 overs
(AdIl 26, Azim 24, Sabbir 23;
Alamgir 3/23, Rana 3/27)
KHELAGHAR SKS: 18] for 3
in 40.4 overs (Bijon 54,
Shamsul 52, Tony 21 not
out)

Result: Khelaghar won by 7
wickets.

Uttara SC vs Bangladesh
Boys :
Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium

UTTARA: 210 for 7 wickets
in 50 overs (Towhid 59, Rana
33, Humayun 25)
BANGLADESH BOYS: 196 all
out in 48.2 overs (Nadim 50,
Majid 28, Panna 23:; Arif
3/17, Humayun 2 /30)
Result: Uttara won by 14
uns.

of three wicketls and with more
than nine overs Lo spare al Lhe
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium.

Bijon and skipper Shamsul
put on 112 runs for the second
wicket to lay the foundation of
an easy victory for Khelaghar
after Alamgir and Rana had de-
stroyed the Young batting
lineup taking six wickets
among themselves.

Bijon scored a patient 103-
ball 54 while Shamsul ham-
mered 52 which was studded
with five fours. It was Khe-
laghar's sixth win In seven
matches. A sensational revela-
tion in the Dhaka cricket this
year, Khelaghar conceded their
only defeat against Orient
Sporting Club in their second
match of the League. On the
other hand, it was Young Crick-
eters' second defeat against five
wins.

Meanwhile, in other match
of the day at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium, Ut‘ara
Sporting Club defected
Bangladesh Boys by 14 runs.

Batting first, Uttara scored
210 for seven in their share of
50 overs with one-down Rose
notching 59 off 92 balls and
Masud hammering a quick-fire
30-ball 33.

Bangladesh Boys in their
chase could manage 196 before
being all out with 10 balls to go,
Nadim scored a fine 50 for the
losers.

Arif, who made the early in-
roads with the new ball,
wrapped up the Boys' innings to
finish with three for 17 in his
8.2 overs.

Munna’s charity
match now
on Feb. 16

Sports Reporter

The charity football match
between Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club and Abahani Krira
Chakra to help ailing former
national footballer Monem
Munna, will be held at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium on February 16.

This was announced com-
bindly by Bangladesh Football
Federation(BFF) joint-secre-
tary Badal Roy, Mohammedan

manager Imtiaz Sultan
Johnny, Abahani Director
Ashraluddin Ahmed Chunnu
and Bangladesh Crickel

Board(BCB) joint-secretary De-
wan Shafiul Arefin Tutul
through a press release last
night,

The match was originally
scheduled to be held today bul
due to lack of coordination be-

tween the (Jl"{lill'lib(?l‘.‘-i, it has
been delerred by another 12
days.

National chess
from Feb 7

Sports Reporter

The qualifying round of the
26th National Chess Champl-
onship will start at the NSC
chess room on February 7.

All rated players, 16 selected
players from Dhaka city, repre-
sentatives from all districts,
universities, forces and other
organisations will participate
in the eleven-round Swiss
league preliminary round.

he participants have been
asked to register their names
with a fee of Tk 50 by February
5. Players from districts and
other organisations must sub-
mit their entries through re-
spective organisations.

Biman inter

club shooting

Sports Reporter

The seventh Bangladesh Bi-
man inter-club shooting com-
petition begins today at the Gul-
shan Shooting Complex.

Biman's managing direclor
Air Commodore M Rafiqul Is-
lam will inaugurate the compe-

titlon at 4.30 pm. i

DURBAN., Feb 3
(Reuters/ AP):
Tail-ender Heath
Streak stole a
e single off the last
““““ ——  ball of the match
to give Zimbabwe a dramatic
lwo-wicket win over South

Africa in the one-day
iriangular tournament on
Wednesday,

Alter South Africa made 222
[or seven in their 50 overs,
Zimbahwe levelled the scores
with three balls remaining but
Streak flailed to score off the
first two.

But off the final ball bowled
by Jacques Kallls, Streak man-
aged an inside edge which éﬂvc
him and fellow batsman Gary
Brent the chance to scamper the
winning run.

Zimbabwe's win was set up
by a record seventh-wicket
partnership of 91 between cap-
tain Andy Flower (59) and Guy
Whittall rSQ}_

Both were dismissed in the
chase lor runs, but Streak hit
an unbeaten 20 to gulde Zim-
babwe to victory and to the top
ol the standings with England
second and hosts South Africa
last, divided only on run rate
with all three teams having
won two of their four matches
so far,

Lance Klusener had earlier
hit an unbeaten 65 to lift South
Alfrica to a respectable total af-
ter they had been reduced to 112
[or six. Dropped on naught and
17. Klusener faced 84 balls and
hit live fours and two sixes.

Most of his runs were scored
in a rehabilitating seventh-
wicket stand of 82 with Kallis
who made 52.

South Alrica. who won the
toss and elected to bat, were re-
duced to 70 for four in the 15th
over by a combination of loose
strokeplay and superb catching.

Kallis and Jonty Rhodes
then put on 23 runs for the fifth
wickel before Rhodes pulled a
ball Irom Johnson to Brent at
line leg in the 21st over

Four overs later South
Africa slumped to 112 for six
when Mark Boucher scooped a
delivery Irom seamer Brent (o
Johnson at mid-on to be out for
eight.,

That was the cue for Kallis
and Klusener to come to South
Africa's rescue, only for Andy
Flower and Whittall put in a
similar performance after
Zimbabwe had crashed to 107
for six in the 29th over.

The pair took Zimbabwe to
within 25 runs of victory, and
going into the last two overs the
visitors needed 12 runs.

Whittall was run out by Her-
schelle Gibbs' throw from mid-

on with the second ball of the
49th over, and Zimbabwe
needed four off the final over
with two wickets standing.

It was nallbiting stuﬁ. put
Heath's nerve just held as South
African wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher failed with his shy at
the stumps and the Zimbabwe
batsman scampered the win-
ning run.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard tri-series one-

x e
L S |

ANDY FLOWER ... m-o-m
day international between

South Alrica and Zimbabwe on
Wednesday: '

SOUTH AFRICA

Gibbs ¢ A Flower b Olonga 20
Koen ¢ Goodwin b Olonga 19
Kallis ¢ Wishart b Brent 52

McKenzie ¢ Carlisle b Streak 7
Cronje ¢ A Flower b Jochnson 10
Rhodes ¢ Brent b Johnson 13
Boucher ¢ Johnson b Brent 8

Klusener not out ﬂ%
Pollock not out 14
Extras: (b-1, Ib-1, nb-1, w-11) 14

Total: (For 7 wickets in 50 overs) 222

CE JOINS ONE-DAY'S

Fall of wickets: 1-40; 2-41: 3-
49: 4-69; 5-92: 6-112; 7-194;

Did not bat: Henry Willi ms,
Mornantau Haywar
Bowler O M R W
Olonga 8 0 'R 2
Johnson 10l
Streak 10 0 29 1
Brent [ B ¢ Ly v o e
G Flower 10 0 .3¢ ©O
G Whittall /gl 1 I 1, 0

ZIMBABWE
Johmson ¢ McKenzie b Kallis 35
G Flower 1bw b Hayward 0
Wishart ¢ Kallis b Williams 18

Campbell ¢ Boucher b Williams 11
Goodwin lbw b Klusener
A Flower ¢ Rhodes 1) Willlams
Carlisle Ibw b Hayward €
G Whittall nm out (Gibbs)
Streak not out
Brent not out 1
Extras: {(b-1, Ib-2, nb-11. w-5) 1€

Total: (For 8 wickets in 50
overs) 223

Fall of wickets: 1-13: 2-57: 3-
65; 4-85; 5-90; 6-107; 7-198: 8-
213

Did not bat: Henry Olonga

Bowler O M R R
Pollock 10 0 5 0O
Hayward 10 0 4] 2
Williams 10 o 28 3
Kallis 10 0 40 i
Klusener 10 0O 45 |

Umpires: David Orchard and
Wilf Diedricks, South Africa.

TV umpire: Barry Lambson,
South Africa.

Result: Zimbabwe won by
two wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Andrew
Flower

Next match: England v
South Africa (East London, Fri-

day) v
STANDINGS
P W L Pis HR
Zimbabwe 4 2 2 ¢ 011
England 4 2 2 4 003
South Africa 4 2 2 4 0.18

DOUBLE CLUB .

DURBAN, Feb 3: Lance Klusener on Wednesday became the

second fastesl player to achieve the double
wickets in one-day internationals when he trapped Ziml

of 1.000 runs and 100

|.!..r.'.|."-Id :_‘

| ol i

Murray Goodwin lbw, reports Reuters
Klusener, playing his 70th one-day international, took one for
45 to claim his 100th wicket. His unbeaten 65 earlier in the oo tch

took his run tally to 1,878.

Klusener's teammaltle Shaun Pollock reached the
iwo lewer maltches. England all-rounder lan Bothan

75 maltches, is in third place

- 1 -
Imiuesionc 11

, W0 1dd 1t 1N

Top 10 to complete 100 wickets and 1,000 runs in one-day

internationals:

1. Shaun Pollock (South Africa) 68 matches: 2. Lance Klusener

(South Africa) 70; 3. lan Botham [England
77; 5. Richard Hadlee (New Zealand) 79: 6
Manoj Prabhakar (In
(Pakistan) 95; 9. Chris Harris (New Zealand

(Australia) 80: 7

(India) 100.

79: 4. Kapil Dey

T R
(india)

Simon O Donnell
dia) 94; 8. Imran Khan
Q8- 10. Ravi f‘*f’“.--‘t‘.u"'z

French First Division

Lyon going out of track

PARIS. Feb 3:
Olympique Lyon,
their French lea-
gue titles hopes all
but dead, had even

their Champions
League hopes damaged when
they crashed to a 4-2 defeat at
relegation-threatened Racing
Strasbourg on Wednesday, re-
ports Reulers.

The defeat. chiefly down to a
hat-trick by 20-year-old striker
Pegguy Luyindula, left Lyon in
fourth place, 13 points adrift of
runaway leaders Monaco who
have 52 with 10 matches re-
maining in the season.

Main rivals for France's sec-
ond and third Champions
League berths are A J Auxerre,
in second place 10 points’ be-
hind Monaco after a 1-0 home
win over Girondins Bordeaux
on Tuesday, and Paris St Ger-
main on 41

Lyon are at home to Monaco
on Sunday but their confidence
is in pieces after a dismal first
month of the year in which they
have taken only two out of a

possible 12 points.

They began in promising
fashion at Strasbourg with
Philippe Violeau forcing goal-
keeper Thierry Debes into a fine
save alter 30 seconds and
Brazilian Sonny Anderson
shooting he rebound just wide
of the {ar post.

Bul two dreadiul mistakes by
the normally reliable Florent
Laville in the centere of the
Lyon defence undermined their
whole performance

Laville failed to control a
back pass. Luyvindula robbed
him of the ball and raced away
to beatl goalkeeper Gregory
Couiwt for the first time just al-
ter the half hour.

Two minutes into the second
hall Laville headed an own goal
past the stunned Coupet when
he tried to pul Habib Beye's
cross from the right behind the
line for a corner

Luyindula completed his
hat-trick belore top scorer An-
derson and substitute Frederic
Kanoute pulled back two goals
in lwo minutes.

Strasbourg’'s moved them
two points clear of the relega-

s their sec i

SUCCessit victory lollowing
their upset 3-2 win alfer exira
time over Monaco in the League
Cup on Saturday

Olympique Marseille, still
n this season's Champions
League but struggling in mid-
table as they try to recover from
a nightmare December, let what
looke 1 certain victorv ovel
Stade Rennes slip from their
grasp at the Velodrome

Marseille dominated the
first hall and went in lront
through Cyrille Pougel

But they paid the price for
irying to delend their slender
lead rather than looking {o in-
crease L

Rennes substitute Shabani
Nonda equalised six minutes
from time with his lirst chance.

Marseille coach Bernard Ca-
soni said : "We did the hardest
bit in the first half. Uncon-
sciously. we no doubt wa::ted
too much to hang on to thi: re-
sult in the second half.

To defend retreating, we
can't do that and we are still a
bit ragile

Strasbourg's Brahim Hemdani (L) keeps a close eye on Lyon's Sonny Anderson (K) during

their French League game on February 2.
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Zimhabwe pull off a stunner




