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Ustad Allarakha

\han dead

UMBAI. Feb 3: Ustad Al-
ha Khan, the country's
leading tabla exponent of Pun-
jab Gharana, who raised the
tabla to the status of a solo {n-
Strument, died of a heart attack
I;'?]re loday. He was 81, reports

lara

The tabla maestro, who was
in a state of shock following the
death of his younger daughter, a
widow, yesterday evening of a
heart attack, passed away at
03:30 am at his "Simla House"
residence at Napean Sea Road,
family sources said.

He was born on April 29
1919, at Phagwal village of
Jammu, 80 kms from Lahore.
Khan was [ascinated with the
sound of tabla since the age of
12, when he was staying with
his uncle at Gurdaspur.

The young lad ran away
frorn house and became a disci-
gle of Ml(yu Kader Bakshi of the
‘unjab Gharana, who Initiated
him into the world of music,

He learnt "Raag Vidya®
(melody aspect) from Ustad
Ashiq Ali Khan of Patiala Gha-
rana.

He started his career as an
All India Radio stafler in Mum-
bai in 1940 and later compesed
music for a couple of 1di
films from 1934-48,

In 1958, Khan made his first
international stage appearance
in Japan along with Pandit
Ravi Shanker,

Khan on the tabla and Ravi
on the sitar, the Jugalbandi,
created a rare blend of music,
making waves internationally.
It was during this period, for-
eigners took an instant liking
for Indian music.

*In Mumbal, he has been tu-
toring students on the finer as-

ts of tabla at his "Ustad Al-
arakha Khan Institute of Mu-
sic" at Shivaji Park.

Among his acclaimed disci-
ples are all his three sons —
tabla wizard Zakir Hussain,
Fazal Quereshi and Taufiq
Quereshi — and Mick Hart, a
US-based drummer of interna-
tional fame.

Khan was honoured with the
“Padmashri” in 1977 and was
reciplent of "Sangeet Nctak
Akademi” award in 1982,

Just last month-end he fe-
licitated Pandit Jasraj on his
70th birthday at Shan-
mukhananda Hall here.

He is survived by three sons
and a daughter.

Zakir, who is in Kozhikode,
{s rushing to Mumbai for his fa-
ther's funeral this afternoon.

Rokeya Hall
employee hurt
/{n sun-shed

collapse
By DU Correspondent

An einployee of Rokeya Hall
of Dhaka University sustained
serious injuries when a sun-
shed ol the second floor of the
extension building of the hall
collapsed yesterday.

The injured was identified as
Razu Lal. He was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

Hall sources said Razu Lal

/

fell down on the first floor from

the sun-shed of the second floor
when he was cleaning it at
about 12:30 pm.

Meanwhile, the residents of

Chief Justice Latifur Rahman
yesterday asked the judges to
discharge their duties with ut-
most honesty and devotion and
warned that none would be
spared Il found dishonest, re-
ports BSS.

"True, be true to yourself—do
your job honestly, you will ul-
timately see the nation heading
towards development,” he sal
at a function as the chiel guest
at the Old High Court Building
in the city last night.

Judicial Administration
Training Institute (JATI) organ-
ised the function to award cer-
titficates among senlor assls-
tant judges.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru attended the function as
the special guest while Justice
Bjmalendu Bikaash Roy

Chowdhury and Justice Mo-
hammad B’udruzzaman spoke
on the occasion. _.
Justice Latifur Rahman said
the judges especially the fresh-
ers must have a modern outlook
and be equipped with latest de-
velopment of the burning toplces
of the globe including the issues
of human rights, consumers
law and environmental law.

He sald besides dispensation
of justice as early as possible a
_!udge should simultaneously

ook into the administration of

his own court. "If you do not
look Into the court manage-
ment the trial will be ulti-
mately frustrated,” he said.

He asked the law minister to
look into the existing problems
of the judiciary.
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Chief Justice warns judges

None will be spared
if found dishonest

Justice Bimalendu Bikaash
R? Chowdhury asked the
{u ges to do justice according to
aw and with confidence. He
sald a judge have to find out the
truth cautiously. "The moment
judges will lose people's respect
the country wllPenler into the
highest level of sufferings,” he
said.

Abdul

Matin Khasru re-

uested the new judges to follow

the rules of court management
and case management properly.,
He said the {u les themselves
have (o [ix the date of hearing
so that the harassment of peo-
ple is reduced. The law minister
also requested the judges to re-
alise the pains and problems of
commoners and put in their
best eflorts for quick disposal
of cases.

Ma
S

European oil company
Maersk Olie is seeking a Pro-
duction Sharing Contract (PSC)
mainly for conducting selsmic
survey in blocks 19 and 20 in
the deep sea, instead of drilling
exploratory well for oil and gas.
The company had been seek-
ing a ‘clear cut option' from the
government for gas export un-
der PSC. As the government
gave negative indications about
gas export, it recently gave the
new proposal for seismic sur-
vey, sources concerned said.
“Maersk, which specialises in
deep sea oil and gas explo-
ration, has been negotiating
with the government for these
two blocks under the Second
Round Block Bidding. It Is cur-
rently holding meetings with
Petrobangla,

The oil company has sug-

By Sharier Khan

gested some changes in the
model PSC for blocks 19 and 20
under which it would operate in
Bangladesh, the sources said.

One of the suggestions is ex-
tension of the present three-
year Initial Exploration Period
(IOP) by more than six months.
An oil company has to conduct
seismic survey covering a pre-
agreed area, analyse the data
and drill at least one ex-
ploratory well within the PO,

Maersk argued that opera-
tions in deep sea areas could be
conducted only during certain
period of the year due to
weather conditions. The gov-
ernment has agreed in principle
to this proposal, the sources
said.

It also argued that heavy in-
vestment would be required for
development of gas or oil field

sk now after seismic
ey in Blocks 19 & 20

in the deep sea (in case of dis-
covery) and supply of oil or gas
to consumers. Therelore, it

wanted the government to en- -

sure purchase of its gas, In ad-
dition, Maersk sought a safety
cushion by securing an option
for gas export.

But the government kept its
discussions within the local gas
market scenario,

So, Maersk decided to limit
its PSC activities to seismic
survey, In case the survey re-
sults show good prospects for
oil or gas discovery, it will go
for drilling and development
operations after fresh negotia-
tions with the government, the
sources said.

Like Maersk, another oil
company — Pangaea — has also
proposed to limit its activities

See page 11 col 8

Rokeya Hall brought out a pro-
cession from the hall and
marched toward the VC's office
demanding immediate renova-
tion of the building.

Residents of the hall also
demonstirated when the VC
came to Lthe hall where a brief
rally was being held protesting
DU authorities’ silence despite
repeated remainder to renovate
the old extension building.

The demonstrators chanted
slogans against the DU author-
ities and said they did not want
the repetition of the tfagic inci-
dent of Jagannath Hall.

Sources of the hall said that
the bulilding might collapse any
time as its condition was wors-

day by day.

DU Vice-Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, along with
the pro-VC Prof M Shahadat
Ali, deans, proctor and housc
tutors of the Rokeya Hall vis-
ited Razu Lal at the hospital
soon after the incident.

The VC also rushed to the
hall to see the extent of damage
of the extension building, ﬁe
also visited the other buildings
of the hall and assured the ctu-
dents of quick renovation of the
extension building.

BRT

From page 1
are available on pa ment o
bﬂtgi to inspeclors.p 4 :
seclion of BRTA officials
are opposing issuarnce of fitness
Certificates after fitness lesting
with the machines becauge it

would stop their hy il
income,” one source alﬁ::?gcd? 1

Admittin this,
BRTA uffic-lgl said, ?Cl?::é?:;
have to be made in the sector
Thousands of people are killed
in road accidents every year in
the country due to l[aulty veh;-
cles. It has been found that
faulty vehicles were also issued
fitness certificates”,

Under fire

Division for
/ Ferdous
~ pleaded

By Court Correspondent

A delegation of the Dhaka
Unlvcrsit?' teachers went to see
the Chiel Metropolitan Magis-
trate, Dhaka, yesterday to pray
for division for Ferdous Hos-
sain, the arrested secretary gen-
eral of DUTA.

Earlier, the ad-interim bail
petition moved on behalf of
Hossain in the Woman and
Child Repression Prevention
Court, Dhaka, was also rejected
yesterday.

The delegation led by Prof
Mahmudul Amin also included
Prof Tawhidul Anwar, Prof
Amjad Hossain, Prof Saiful Is-
lam, Prof Fazlul Haq, Dr Yar ul
Kabir,.Dr Aftab Uddin and oth-
ers.

K M Abdullah, the CMM, told
the teachers, that he might or-
der to grant division inside the
jail on the basis of police report
regarding the arrested DUTA
leader,

The CMM, then ordered the
investigating officer to submit a
report by February 6, and point
out whether Hossain was enti-
tled for such facility during his
period of custody at the Dhaka

Central Jail.

-

Angry students of Rokeya Hall mob the vice-chancellor of Dhaka University after a sun-
shade of one of the residential buildings crumbled injuring a sweeper yesterday.
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ISLAMABAD, Fegb 3: Pak-
istan's military government
has set up a command and con-
trol mechanism fgr the coun-
lry’'s nuclear arsenal, officials
said today, reports AFP.

The system was approved by
the country's top policy-makin
National Security Cuunci?
which met under military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf here
late Wednesday.

The decision is in line with
Pakistan's “"well-known nu-
clear policy of responsibility
and restraint,” an official
statement said,

The Council approved an
‘institutionalised command
and control mechanism, con-
sistent with Pakistan's ubliga-
tions as a nuclear power,” |t
added.

The national command au-
thority will be responsible for
policy formulation and will
‘exercise employment and de-
velopment control over all
strateglc nuclear forces and
strategic organisations.”

Pakistan conducted nuclear
weapons tests in May 1998 In
reaction to similar ﬁlasts by
arch-rival India.

Nelther of the newly-nuclear
states have signed the nuclear
Comprehensive Test Ban
Trealy.

The new authority will com-
prise an employment control
committee (o include the minis-
ters of forelgn affairs, defence
and the interior as well as the
chairmen of the Joint chiefs of

Pakistan sets up
command

stall committee and armed
forces chiefs.

The new body will also have
a development control commit-
lee and a strategic plans divi-
sion, which will act as a secre-
tariat.

Both committees will be led

by the head of the government.
Clinton's visit:
Advance US

team arrives
Feb 8

An eight-member advance
site-survey team comprising
White House officlals arrives in
Dhaka February 8 to lay the
sroundwork for US President

il Clinton's Dhaka trip, re-
ports UNB.

Economlic Issues are likely
to dominate the official talks
between Prime Minister Shelkh
‘Hasina and President Clinton.

Talking to journalists at
Forelgn Office yesterday, For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad said Clinton would hold
official talks with Prime Min-
ister Shelkh Hasina on March
25 when issues relating to bilat-
eral economic cooperation
would figure In prominently.

Leading US oil companies
are operating in Bangladesh's
gas sector that Is unfolding is
rewarding business prospects.
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Bonfire?

A young boy rejoices setting an old tire afire as

the hartal hours yesterday.
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part of demonstration in Jatrabari during
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Poiice Helps
hartal!

By Special Correspondent

A bride-to-be had to walk a
long way home after getting her
make-up at a beauty parlour at
Kakrail in the city as police vir-
tually helped enforce the Oppo-
sltinn—caﬁed hartal in some
places.

Rickshaws plied on the city
streets, ignored by pro-hartal
pickets. But policemen pre-
vented those from plying on the
road from Kakrail crossing to
Fakirer Pool crossing, The BNP
central office is situated on Lhis
road.

The law enforcers did not al-
low movement of rickshaws on
that road from 2 pm till the
strike ended at 6 pm.

The young woman with
bridal make-up and her com-
panion mmlné: by a rickshaw
were stopped by police at
Kakrall at about 3 pm.

Despite being told by her
companion that she was going
to be married in the evening
and .that they were returning
home from a beauty parlour
nearby , police did not change
their mind.

The bride-to-be told the po-
licemen that with all her
make-up, it would be difficult
for her to walk home under the
sun and requested them to
allow her to go by rickshaw.
Obviously she was pleadin
with a heartless creature an
had to return home on foot.

No reason was given for the
sudden enthusiasm of police to
enforce the hartal in that area.
Neither there was any public
notification on closure of the
road.

Tegnager shot
dead by

dacoits
By Staff Correspondent

A teenage boy is dead and a
maid is in critical condition
lollowing a break and enter in
Azimpur colony last night.

Faisal, the 18-year-old son
of Anwar Hossain, 2 deputy sec-
retary in the agriculture min-
istry, and Tanzin Saleha, the

rincipal officer of Prime

ank, was shot in the stomach
by dacoits who broke into the
family's home.

The gang also stabbed Parul,
the family's 22-year-old malid,
in the head and stomach with a
machete before fleeing the scene
with cash and valuables worth
several lakh taka.

Hossain and Saleha rushed
Faisal, a-first-year HSC student
at Dhaka College, and Parul to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, where doctors declared
Falsal dead.

Parul {dentified Suja and
Sumon, sons of Jalil Jamader
of Nalchiti, Barisal, as two of
the attackers after she regained
consciousness, sald hospital
sources,

News of Faisal's death
spread through the community
qulcklﬁ. Residents said it
might have been responsible for
the death of Lilli Begum,
Faisal's 60-year-old neighbour
and mother of Shafiuddin, an
assistant judge at the Dhaka
Court. .

Sources said Begum suffered
a heart attack after she heard
the news. :

Two shot, one
stabbed 1n city

Unidentified assallants shot
two people and stabbed a shop
owner in the city's Sutrapur and
Gulshan areas Thursday, says
UNB.

Hospital sources said armed
goons numbering four, on two
motorcycles, opened f[ire on
Modhu Mia, 35, and Kartik
Chandra Roy, 18, of Faridabad,
Sutrapur at about 6.30 pm while
ther were talking in the area.

n an another inclident at
Kakrail slum in Gulshan area,
miscreants numbering 4/5 took
away Swapan, 25, owner of All

at Mohakhali, to the slum and

General Stores at Wireless Gate I
| stabbed him indiscriminately.

P

1eaps scorn
on oppositiori

——— —

T

Development efforts to go on
despite disturbance

BRUSSELS, Feb 3: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said
here on Wednesday the govern-
ment will go ahead with its de-
velopment ¢ffort for the welfare
of the people despite distur-
bances I:B the opposition, re-
ports UN

"Whatever they (opposition)
do we'll continue our work for
the welfare of the people,” she
told a reception accorded to her
by the Bangladesh community
at the Hotel Sheraton confer-
ence room.

Criticising Opposition
Leader Khaleda Zia for her an-
nouncement to continue har-
tals one after another, the
Prime Minister
doesn't believe in parliamen-
tary democracy and want to
topple the government by iny
means.

She said she wished to talk
to the opposition leader during
the Armed Forces Da ro-
gramme, but Khaleda did not at-
tend the function. Later, Hasina
said, she herself tried several
times over telephone to contact
the BNP chief. but could not get
her on the line.

About the opposition allega-
tion that they were not being al-
lowed to speak in Parliament,
Hasina sald the government is
very much keen to make the
House lively and wants the op-
position MPs to take part ac-
tively in its activities,

But the BNP is not interested
in making the parliament effec-
tive, she added.

Hasina said the Prime Min-
ister's question hour was intro-
duced in Parliament and she
gives answers to various ques-
tions of the members. "But it's
unfortunate that the oppos 'ion
leader never asked any ques-
tion to me."

She criticised "unruly be-
haviour of fxe BNP members

- _-——

sald her BNP:

inside the House during which
they manhandled the officials

and the BTV crew and also mis-

behaved with the Speaker” in
the past.

On the hartals, the prime
minister said: "People don't
support such hartals without
any logical issue; they have no
interest in it as they'll get noth-
ing out of these hartals.”

She bitterly criticised the
BNP leaders for their alleged
comments on re-enacting an-
other August 15 and said these
coqiments proved that “they
wouldn't. hesitate to kill me to
capture power,"

"The only target of the oppo-
sition movement is to save Lhe
killers of Bangabandhu by oust-
ing the present government.”

They tried to undo the ver-
dict of the Bangabandhu mur-

der case to save the killers, she
alleged.

Referring to the enactment
of new laws against terrorism
and women repression, Hasina
said the government introduced
the laws to stop terrorism. ex-
tortion, damaging of cars and
other such crimes. “And above
all to totally stop repression
and torture on womern."

These laws have been made
to speed up the process of trial
and punishing the real culprits,
she said. "But BNP and its allies
are opposing the laws. This will
encourage the terrorists and the
criminals.”

The prime ‘minister said
there is provision in the new
law to punish its abusers. If
anybody lodges any false case,
he or she be punished.

Action will be taken if the
investigation is not done prop-
erly and there is also provision
for appeal, she added.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
also addressed the function.

e —
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mb victim's
ody remains

unclaimed

By Staff Correspondent

None claimed the body of the
victim who died In an explosion
Inside the BNP central office at
Naya Paltan in the city in the
early hours of Wednesday.

n after the incident, po-
lice identified the guung man as
Ismail Hossain Babu, 25, and
said that he was a resident of
Nilamber Saha Street in the old
part of the city. But they failed
to trace other details regarding
the victim till yesterday.

Matiur Rahman, the DMP
Commissioner talking to The
Dally Star wondered why none
came 1o receive the body.,

The relatives have been in-
formed already, he said, adding
that they would wait for some
more time and then hand over
the body to Anjuman-e-Mafidul
Islam for its burlal.

Motijheel police said they
have sent their team to Nilam-
ber Saha Street but they fafled
to get whereabouts of the young
man.,

A team of army explosive
experts who visited the spot,
seized alamat Wednesday night.
g lo the newsmen the ex-
perts said they will be able to
make comments after an anal-
ysis of the alamat but till yes-
terday ISPR did not answer to
the quires.

Police so far arrested 12 peo-
ple for their alleged fnvolve-
ment in the bomb explosion in-
side the BNP office and 11 peo-
ple were placed on three-day
police remand by the CMM's
court yesterday

ana's
burial
today

By Staff Correspondent

Afsana Mosharraf, wife of
Mosharraf Hossain. President
of Bangladesh Chamber of In-
dustries, will be buried at Ba-
nani Graveyard today (Friday)
alter Namaj-e-Janaza on the
premises of Rajuk School and
College at Sector 6, Uttara at
10:30 am.

Alfsana, also mother-in-law
of Saima Wa#ed Putul, the only
daughter of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina was found dead
in the first floor bedroom of her
Uttara residence in the city late
Monday aflternoon.

Prime Minister
Hasina is likely to attend the
qulichwani of Afsana on Satur-

day. said family members of
deceabed B R

Sheikh

Demonstration

From page 1
added.

Later. police also arrested
Latil's wife and a maid at the of-
fice on the same day. Latif's
wife was seriously ill. Police
also arrested her grandson
when he wenl to supply
medicine to her. Police however
released the two women yester-
day morning, Mannan said.

Bhulyan alleged that bomb
t-xlplosiuns at the BNP central
office and its Chittagong office
were pre-planned as part of a
government conspiracy to tar-
nish the image of the main op-
position partﬁ and justify en-
actment of the 'black’ Public
Safety Act.

The incidents were followed
by a press conlerence by three
ministers — Mohammad
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Stray incidents mark

tal in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 3: At
least 10 people were injured in
stray incidents of violence and
bomb explosion during hartal
hours today, police apd wit-
nesses salid.

Two of them were admitted
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital with bomb injuries.
They were identified as Abdul

finnan, a pushcart driver and

Abul Hossain, a rickshaw-
puller, police said.
They were injured when

homemade bombs were hurled
at them at Omar All ghat at
around noon today, police
added. The pickets also dam-
aged some rickshaws there.

Eight others were injured
during chase and counter chase
amid brick-bats at Nur Ahmed
road and Bohaddarhat area
between 9 am and 10 am today,
witnesses said,

Fourteen pickets were ar-
rested from different parts of
the cily during the hartal.

A large number of rickshaws
plied on the city roads while
other vehicles stayed off the
roads and highways.

Rallway sources said, train
service to and [from Chittagong
was as usual.

Delivery of goods to and
from Chittagong port was sus-
pended during hartal though
some foodgrains were taken to

ancmm:nt godowns under po-
|

ce escort, port officlals said.

Most of the shops and mar-
kets remained closed while at-
tendance in the offices was
thin. Production was disrupted

Sitakundu,
Patenga, sources said.

in the mills and factories at the
industrial belts at Nasirabad,
Kalurghat and

Opposition held rallies and
brought out processions during
hartal. Ruling Awami League
and its youth wing Jubo League
also held an anti-hartal rally at
New Market crossing this
morning, . #a

Huge police and BDR were
deployed at all important
points in the city during hartal.

omb attack on
C's car in Ctg:
One arrested

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 3: One
person was arrested in connec-
tion with bomb attack on Chit-
tagong Deputl!; Commissioner's
car during hartal hours on
Wednesday.

Abul Kalam, 26, was arrested
by Kotoall police from Dewan
Bazar area last night.

Police source said Kalam

.confessed his involvement In

the attack on DC's car at Cin-
ema palace at Loyal Road dur-
ing the hartal.

Golam Azam

From page 1

nation does not expect it," Ja-
maal assistant secretary gen-
eral Mohammad Quamaruzza-
man told newsmen.

Addressing a post-hartal
I:m:ss briefing of the 4-party al-
lance yesterday evening at 29
Minto Road, Quamaruzzaman
said they condemn such gesture
from the President.

He sald Jamaat sought an
appointment on Tuesday and
got the reply yesterday.

8

Nasim. Tofail Ahmed and
Matiya Chowdhury, which
proved that the bomb explo-
sions were part of a pre-planned
conspiracy, the BNP secretary
general claimed.

He said police 'sealed' the
BNP ollice Wednesday mornin
without any valid ground, an

this. g

“There were valuable docu-
ments and party papers at the
oflice. We do not know what has
happened to those and other
things.,” Bhuiyan said. "The
rovernment ' may have kept
armful malterials inside thc
oflice again to blame the BNP".

Mannan sald the BTV has
launched a ‘false’ Fmpaganda
on the bomb osion inci-
dent. He stro protested "he
BTV news and sald police and
Army '‘raided’ the office and
tock photographs. “They (police
and Army) found nothing but
BTV telecast false, fabricated
and motivated news".

BTV officials and stafls will
have to be accountable to the
people for their acts, he said.
“You (BTV officials) should re-
member that your salaries
come f{rom people's money.
People do not pay you to telecast
false news, assassinate charac-
ters of opposition leaders and
act as a mouth piece of Awami

League.”

e also refuted the claim by
police that bombs were made at
BNP office. "There is no fool In
the country who will believe
that bombs were made inside
our party head office,” he ob-
served.

Bhulyan said the 36-hour
coun de hartal was a 'com-
plete success'. Through this har-
tal, people have expressed teir
no-conﬁdencc in the govern-
ment and demanded repeal of
the Public Safety Act. He also
thanked the people for "sponta-
neously observing the hartal”.

He demanded immediate re-
lease of all leaders and activists
of BNP and its office staff.

Jati Party leader Kazl
Firoz shid, Jamaat leader
Mohammad Kamaruzzaman,
[JO leader A R M Abdul Matin
and city BNP Convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka also spoke at

| the press briefing,

even did not show any paper for

.
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