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are We Headed for?

OMETHING new had to happen to help 'prove each
other wrong' on the Public Safety (Special Provi-
Sion) Bill. Or, shall we say the temptation to make a
Political capital out of the highly murky fall-out of the
| ous bill could not just be resisted. The govern- |
ment party has accused the BNP leadership of
indulging its party workers in bomb-making at its |
Naya Paltan central office following a bi&’ explosion
that occurred there in the small hours of Wednesday.,
Home Minister Mohammad Nasim has been quite
prompt in blaming it out on the BNP. He has told
newsmen that the persons arrested after the bomb |
blast have ‘revealed’ names of BNP leaders under |
whose instructions purportedly they had engaged
themselves in the act. The home minister along with
industry minister Tofail Ahmed has even gone on
record saying that the incident furnished a proof as
to why the
(Special Provision) Act. BNP secretary general and
party spokesman Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan made a
very caustic remark in reaction to the AL's imputa-
tion: last Tuesday's raid on BNP's Chittagong office
and the Wednesday’s police action to break open the
main gate to the party's central office in Dhaka were
designed to bolster the logic for the Public Safety Bill.
In point of fact, the caretaker of the BNP central office
while filing the case with the police claimed that some
15 to 20 terrorists rushed out of the party office hot
on the heels of the bomb explosion suggesting it was
the doing of outsiders. The AL view appears to be that
they were ‘insiders’ who accidentally detonated a
bomb they were either in possession of or were in the
process of manufacturing.
In any case, the army experts in explosives have
been examining the traces of the blast, so that they
are expected to come up with an answer to the puz-
zle as to whether the bomb was thrown in from out-
side or it was already there on the BNP office floor
which just blasted from callous handling.
There is a big need to establish the truth here, not
merely because of the trading of charging between
the ruling party and the BNP but also for the sake of
treating a criminal offence as a criminal offence, not
as a politicised oflence.’

What sounds like a piece of outright hypocrisy
though, is this: at one pole, the AL has discovered
BNP's hand in the manufacture of bombs and
dropped a dark hint about the latter party's
opposing the safety bill only to keep such an
option open but at another extreme the home
minister is ‘approaching the BNP leaders for talks
to make them understand’ why the Public Safety
Bill was necessary.

Such contradictory signals can never help resolve
a crisis, far less the one we are faced with. We have
been watching with trepidations not just instances of
flouting standard protocular norms regarding who
should address what against whom but also the fact
that political recriminations are taking on insidious
forms. It seems that after personalised vitriol the
political idiom has acquired a new dimension
through the highly irresponsible finger-pointing at
each other. This is a serious manifestation of lead-
ership bankruptcy taking its toll and forcing the
nation to be led from one dead-end to another.
Either we put a brake on this downhill journey or

NP does not want the Public Safety |

we are ruined.

N an Eid da{._ﬂght years

ago. in 1992. when | was

belng Idrivrﬂ tﬂ; ho’tﬁl al
Part Moresby in ua New
Guinea. Me. Lars Luvdahl. the
Chiel Technieal :ﬁd‘lﬂsﬁr ol an
ILO Project on hnhanqng Na-
tlonnl Capacity in the Areas of
Employment and Manpower
Planning. for which 1 was re-
cruited as a Short Term Consul-
tant. instructed M€ Not to go
anywhere outside the hotel on
my owi, particularly on foot,
He explained, observing my va.
cant looks. that the law and or-
der situation in Papua New
Guinea  was extremely bad.
Streels were absolutely unsafe
lor pedesirians as snatching
and hijacking were quilé ram-
pant.. Even when peo le were
moving in cars. quite olten they
jpnored traffic signals, 0ot be-
(atise they had scant respect for
(ralfic rules, but because man

a times they fell victim 10 loot-

ing and hijacking even during

hriel stoppages al crossroads -
walting for the green signal. |

thought he was exaggerating,

Suhsequently, however, | came

to realize that, in reality, the

sitnation was even wWorse,

The same evening, when Mr.
Mannan. one of my Iriends who
had heen working as the Direc-
tor ol Planning and Develop-
ment ol the University of Papua
New Guinea, took me to his
Lhouse lor dinner. 1 was shocked
to sce that the residential
honses were fenced with barbed
wire giving the look of well for-|
tified {nils. | was told. quite of-
ten one would get hijacked even
al the gate of his own house.

Located in the Pacific, Papua
New Guinea s a country richly
endowed with natural beauty.
The blue ocean, and the green
(orests. thrilled me whenever
Mannan took me for long
drives, and quite often he
lamented that he coyld never

Public Safety Bill is a Bill

Youth Unemployment g ;

by Dr. Muhammad Masum

" Root Cause of Current Law
- and Order Situation

For failure.of the_econon}y in generating adequate employment opportunities
particularly in the industrial sector, it was not possible to productively utilize the
youth labour force, They could therefore hardly make any positive contribution

to the country's development efforts. Rather

, subjected to abuse by interested

quarters, they have emerged as a socially disruptive force.

share such wonderful natural
beauty with his wife and chil-
(ren as travelling in Papua New
Guinea with ladies could be
quile hazardous. On a number
of occasions ladies were kid-
napped even in broad day light
from Port Moresby itsell. | was
shocked a1 (he alarming law
aid arder situation in gﬂpUﬂ
‘New Guinea, but soon found out
why it was so.

Mentoned earlier, I went to
Papua New Guinea as a short-
term consultant of ILO, and my
Job was to eonduct three train-
ing workshops on Employment
and Manpower Planning in
which concerned government
officials were supposed to par-
ticipate. In order to ensurc ef-
fectiveness of the training, |
had to prepare some country
specific tralning materials. Ac-
cordingly, I made some esti-
mates of unemployment and
underemployment in Papua
New Guinea, and was shocked to
find that the problem of youth
unemployment had in fact

We must not make a scarecrow of the law,
Setting it up to fear the birds of prey, '
And let it lceep one shape, till custom makes it
Their perch and not their terror.

OTS of kudos for the gov-

l ernment for the two land-
mark bills. The bill on re-
pression of women and children
will hopelully act as a deterrent
to abuse of children and women
in our society. But more impor-
tant is the bill on public salety
to cope with crime and violence,
which. like the two jaws of a
vise, have been crushing our
existence. Imagine extortion.
car bashing, mugging, kidnap-
ping and all other forms ol
criminal activities have sud-
denly receded from society! Our
ives will hetame: comparable to
a walk in the garden ©f heaven!
Roman orator and stales-
man Cicero said, "Good of the
people is the chief law.” Bolh
(he bills. already passed in the
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Public Safety Act

Sir, First, | want to thank Mr. Mahfuz Anam
for his commentary Scrap this mini-martial law
published in the DS on 1st February, 2000. The
write-up was so specific and logical to each point
that it not only uncovered the inhuman and
fascistic characteristics of the proposed Public
Safety Act (PSA) but also described the scope of
possible misuse of it by the government in gen-
eral. The commentary gave me a clear look about
the proposed bill.

The PSA throws us into the depth of fear with
Its certain clause and provisions which includes
non-bailable arrest, supreme power given (o
police and thus scope of misuse. As per the act,
anyone arrested with the offences covered by this

To the Hon’ble President

Sir, I request the Honorable President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed not to sign the recently
passed Public Safety Act (Special Provision)
2000. As a man from the judiciary, we hope he
will not support it by signing it. Although he
has constitutional limitations, we hope he is not
bound to sign every bill.

Instead of signing it, we humbly request him to
let the bill pass automatically in 15 days after it
reaches him for approval.

Bulbul
Dhaka.
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law will not get bail throughout the trial period.
Although the accused can appeal to the high
court. the court cannot interfere during the trial.
That is, the accused will have to have imprisoned
for 90 days or more if necessary, though he is
innocent. Isn't it a mockery? In the commentary
Mr. Anam wrote. “... the very foundation of our
legal process that “All are assumed innocent till
proven guilty’. The underlying tenor of the bill is
the very opposife, thal- "All are guilty till proven
innocent’. and till so proven, an accused has to
suffer the indignity of imprisonment”. This is
quile unusual and against the fundamental right
of an individual guaranteed by the constitution.
Since the arrest is unbailable, this means, who-
ever is arrested, is bound (o be a criminal! Then
what is the need of prosecution? What is the
need to waste time and money? Why not send the
accused to the jail directly after arrest?

One might raise a question that there is a pro-
vision of punishment for false allegation. Yes,
there is. But this leads to another question.
Suppose a person is arrested with a false allega-
tion, s/he will not be given bail as per the rule,
and will be kept imprisoned till proven innocent.
Alter the trial. s/he is released and by this time

_s/he has lost his/her valuable time, socjal digni-

ty and everything. Then what matters to him/her
il the lalse accuser get punished?

It is known to all through the newspapers,
seminars. meetings. other media etc., that police
in our country are corrupled. Not that all police-
men are corrupted. a lot of them are still profes-
sional and we have example from recent past.. It
is well known that police misuses power. The
government often uses them in general and
sometimes th
often heard that police fail to arrest an accused.
Now with this new law, police are given more
power and thus there exists more scope of mis-
use. Police in our country are {ll educated, {ll
trained and unprofessional, So, without dealing
with the lundamental problem, the government's
move o enact tougher laws to combat terrorism
will bring no good but mismanagement and con-

fusion. Who can guarantee that police will not ¢

misuse the law? Who can assure that police will
arrest only the real criminals and terrorists irre-
spective of party affliliations? The past record
does not show us sign to be assured, rather there

s every possibilily that the PSA will be misused |

and Innocent people might be the vietim,

We. therefore in tune with the commen :
urge the government to “correct the bill immed]-
ately before it brings more ills on us all”,

S.M. Enayetur Raheem
Dhaka.

Views expressed in this column are the writo_;‘

ey engage in malpractices. It iIs !
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own,

Jatiya Sangsad and primary

school teachers
Sir, How contradictory it is that on the one
hand the pay of the poor primary school teachers
is not raised due to so-called [inancial constraint
of the government and on the other the pay and
allowances of the affluent and solvent MPs,
Deputy Speaker, Speaker, Ministers and Prime
Minister have been raised manifold.
Why does the Jatiya Sangsad turn a deaf ear
to the demands of the needy and poor?

O. H, Kabir
6 Hare Street
WArl, Dhaka-1203

“ConverFence”

Sir, | hereby honourably and honestly register
my protest against the information collected by
Abul Ashraf Noor who claims in a letter pub-
lished in the DS issue of February 1, 2000 that
the word ‘convergence’ is not found in the
English Dictionary. He then wants to know
whether the word ‘coverage’ would be in place of
‘convergence’, which was written in an Editorial
of the DS issue of January 30, 2000. The com-
phainant has not, however, mentioned the name

- of the dictionaries which he has consulted for the

purpose.

Anyway, the word ‘convergence' is available in
the dictionaries like Bangla Academ.’ 93, Indian
Samead '94 Oxford Advanced learner's
Dictionary (fifth edition ‘95), etc. Etymological
analysis of the word is : ‘con-' and ‘verge’, ‘con-’
s a prefix meaning ‘together’ or ‘with’ while
‘verge' derives [rom latin® vergere’ meaning ‘to
bend’ or ‘to merge’. Thus ‘convergence’ lexically
means ‘moving towards and meeting at the same
place’. With such a meaning the word gets its
appropriate application in the heading of the
Editorial ‘A Splendid Convergence' which |
appreciate most.

Houmayoon Kabir Hridoy
Dept of English
University of Dhaka

* W %

Sir, | am amazed, rather shocked, to see Mr
Ashraf Noor's letter Lo you in the Dally Star of 1st
Feb. According to him the word “convergence” is
not to be found in English Dictionary! Since it Is
an English word — a noun from the word
“Converse” (Intransitive verb) meaning, to come
together to a common point. I am a bit confused
as to why It is not in the English dictionary! Or,
am I missing something — a latent meaning may
be?

M Sadiq
Uttara

The Editor may or may not subscribe to those

views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published,

— Willlam Shakespeare
Measure for Measure

parlinment last Saturday. are
aimed to do Immense good to
the people. except for the rats
one smells in the public safety
bill for obvious reasons.
Firstly. the bill reads like a ruse
to harass (he opposition ac-
tivists. Secondly, its passing so
close to the eleclions makes it a
suspect. Thirdly, ‘there is no
provision against state terror-
ism in the bill, when influence-
peddling ruling party workers
resart to intimidation and ex-
tortion. Fourthly, the govern-
ment has got muchto do to up-
holdsthe existiogilows before
creating new Iaw:s,. Fifthly,
there is no provision for inves-
tigating police brutality or ba-
nalily when innocent people
are Kkilled or harassed under
their nose. Sixthly. law doesn't
prevent crime unless its spirit
is acceptable to all. Seventhly.
any law 1s a dud without free-
(lom of the judiciary. Eighthly,
law is nothing but a sham in a

corrup! society. Ninthly, who
will ensure [airness of Lthe tri-
hunals? Tenthly. what proce-
dure will evince impartial in-

vestigation so long as it will be
conducted by anothér human
heing?

To stack laws upon laws can
at best create a complex system
ol justice. but cannot guarantee
its efficacy. There are laws
agains! rape, acid throwing,
theft. bribery. loan delaulters
and every other conceivable
crime. But the question is how

| lar have these laws succeeded in

preventing their target crimes?
In order 1o answer this ques-

OPINION.

reached crisis proportions,
which in my opinion was pri-
marily to blame for the alarm-
ln% law and order situation pre-
valling in the country,
Eight years later, again,
immediately after the Eid holi-
days, the death of Mr. Nikunja
Bihari Debnath on January 11,
2000, at the hands of a few hi-

Jackers who found the amount

offered, Tk. 100, too little to
share: and many such incidents
occurring In recent times,
awakened us to face the reality
that the law and order situa-

- Uon in Bangladesh today is no

better than what was in Papua
New Guinea In 1992, described
above, and also for the same
reason f.e. high incidence of
youth unemployment in the
country.

According to the latest
available Labour Force Survey
of Bangladesh, in 1995-96, of
those who were categorized as
unemployed. 86 per cent be-
longed to the youth in the age
group 15-29. Of all the economic

seclors, Industries, throughout
the world including Bangladesh
has been serving as the major
source of employment opportu-
nities for the youth. Unfortu-
nately however, although,
Bangladesh has been fairly suc-
cessiul in maintaining a rea-
sonably respectable rate of eco-
nomic growth, rates of indus-
trial growth since 1996 have
been rather low. According to
Bangladesh Economic Review,
1909, industrial
(manufacturing) growth rates
have been 3.5 per cent, 9.5 per
cent, and 2.5 per cenl, for the
years 1996/97, 1997/98 and
1998/99 respectively. Within

the manulacluring sector,
rowth was observed only in a
ew sub-seclors, namely

petroleum products, fertilizer,
and ready made garments. Of
these, the first two being highly

capital intensive in nature gen-

erated iiltle employment oppor-
tunities while the ready made
garments sub-sector, even
though highly labour Intensive

by Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

o 11 s important to distin-
uiksh hetween morality and

Naw. The basis of morality is

undoubteédly Individual con-
science. When rules of con-
science mould the habits of a
community they eventually be-
come conventions and customs

. by constant observance. If they

acquire certain further charac-
teristics and sanctions they
move from the realm of custom
into that of law. The opposite
process becomes the law-mak-
ing method in totalitarian soci-
eties. There the law imposed

anyone's mind that our collec-
tive conscience yearns for legis-
lation against all crimes listed
under the public safety bill, But
the question {8 whether the
purlieus of this bill could turn
into a torture chamber for po-
litical nplpnnents. In fact, the
recorcd of political tolerance of
this government is not very
heartening and there is hardly
any reason to believe that it
will not be vindictive to turn
loose upon opponents armed
with the public safety bill. 3ut
even larger question is whether

in nature, created jobs mostl
for the females. Whaltever litlle
industrial growth that took
lace In Bangladesh over the
ast few years therefore could
hardly absorb any new entrant
to the labour force, the male
youths in particular. The
ouths also hardly benefited
rom standard micro credit
programmes which were tar-
eted primarily for women..
he self-employment promo-
tion programmes specially de-
signed for the youth conducted
by the government's Youth De-
partment addressed primarily
the needs of the educated youth,
bypassing that of the unedu-
cated ones who were [ar larger
in number. With virtually no
job OEportunitica around. most
of these male uneducated
youths particularly those who
migr to cities in search of a
living thus fell easy prey to or-
ganized criminal gangs operat-
ing In the cities as they got en-
listed as their new récruits. The
growing incidences of hijack-

governmenlt explanation for
armed men in plain clothes
whose photos appeared In
newspapers day after day?
General Iberico Saint Jean.
Governor of the Buenos Aires
province of Argentina, had a
plan to destroy his political op-
onents. He said. "First we will
ill all the subversives: then,
their collaboralors; later, those
who sympathize with them; af-
ter, those who remain indiffer-
ent; and finally, the undecided.”
The public safety bill, which
promises to fight terrorism and
vandalism with an iron hand.
is ill-timed because it has the
undertone ol General [berico’'s

If the government actually believes that the public safety bill
1s going to do wonders, it has been already challenged with a
36-hour strike...May be, someone needs to tell the government
‘that by provoking further political unrest, it will only prove
that the public safety bill is neither good for
the public nor for the safety.

froni the [DF gradually moulds
the ethics of the community.

It was Savigny who popular-
ized the concept of Volksgeist.
which basically means that Lhe
yopular consciousness ought to

e the driving force of law. Eu-
gene Erlich reaffirmed ‘he
supremacy of the law-making
habits of the community
aﬁainst the law-creating power
of the state. He only conceded to
the law-making function of the
stale in regard to certain de-
mands or prohibitions and to
technical rules. In all other
cases, he argued, the state
merely confirmed what is al-
ready law in the conscience and
the habits of the community.

l.et there be no doubts in

On the day when govermment
olfices resumed work after the
Eid-ul Fitr holidays, the news
that miscreants in the vicinity
of Jagannath Hall in the Uni-
versity campus stabbed a top
government official to death
greally disturbed me. When |
found out later from a senior of-
ficer in the Ministry of Finance
that the vietim was none other
than Mr Nikunja. I could not
believe my ears. It was only a

few days before the Eid holidays

I that 1 had requested him over

the phone to give an appoint-
ment to a senior officer in con-
nection with a semi official job

pending in his ministry (Local
Govl Division) and he assured
me that he would look into the
matler. He was very cordial and
sincere  as  always.

I met Mr Nikunja for the
first time In October '90 when |
‘was transferred from the Ex-
port Promotion Bureau (EPB) to
the Ministry of Finance where
he had also joined a few months

back after serving as Addi-
tional Deputy Commjssioner in
Kurigram. When | met the se-
nior officers of our wing in the
division including Mr ﬁlkunja
and others, | was particularly
impressed by his amjable dis-
position. He was very simple
and soft spoken, As a'Zch ofli-
cer he was very sincere {n deal-
ing with the incoming cases of
the organizationi, He was very
pragmatic and I remember the
devotion and honegty with
which he dealt with cases.
The muggers mercflessly
stabbed Mr Nikunja Bihary
Debnath 1o death. A police pa-
trol of the Ramna police station
was on duty as usual under a
[mllt't‘ ollicer and Lhey were
ardly 20 to 30 yards away
from the murder spot, Of course,
the new Commissioner of DMP
has calegorically stated that the
persons on duty. il found guilty

of negligence/derelietg =
‘ wﬂF'baéL .

duty in this case,
- severely dealt with.

“of Police, all were visibl

The incident of Mr Nikunja's by Afazalur Rahman

stabbing in the University
campus manifests the moral
weaknéss of the police. Despite
the possession ol firearms, the
officer on duty and the police-
men there, did not act as a de-
terrent to the muggers. It is a
pitly that the police were report-
edly mute spectators. Unfortu-
nately, the reluctance of almost
the rank and file of the police
has created such deliance
among the muggers, hijackers
and violators of law.

The tragic death of Mr
Nikunja once again points to
the fast deteriorating law and
order situation obtaining in the
country and unless an aware-
ness is crealed among the
higher echelon of the police de-
partment that "all {s not well
in their rank and file, this law-
lessness will further aggravate
and it will reach a state of anar-
chy.

j”LE*'«.M:m though the police must
shoulder the entire blame in
this particular case, the respon-
sibility for the present sorr
state of affairs is the entire ad-
ministration's. The malfunc-
tion of the judiclary In particu-
lar and the entire administra-
tion in general has landed us in
such a situation where an ac-
cused gets bail repeatedly de-
spite committing crimes one af-
ter another, even in a crowded
place like the court premises.
Whatever may be the factors for
the present hopeless state of af-

 fairs, the tragic and senseless

killing of such an efficient and
honest officer like Nikunja Bl
hary Debnath has shaken the

- Whole setup of the administra-
‘Uon, From the Prime Minister

down to the Inspector General
upset,
and the Prime Minister has

' ﬁl:'tn specific orders to arrest

melkillcés and hringugniem ;.o
al and it was gra ng to
find that these orders have Eeen
complied with — the suspects
have been arrested and taken .

this government has the moral
authority to codify laws on be-
haviors, which have been in-
fracted by its own actions from
time to time. What happened to
the findings of the one-member
investigation team on Rubel
murder? Who was guilty of pub-
licly humiliating Moni Begum?
Has any one been accused of
killing that innocent woman in
Jatrabari? Where is the investi-
gation for the death of a BNP ac-
tivist who died in Motijheel po-
lice station, supposedly under
police brutality? How can any-
one not think of the riggings in
Tangail elections when the
ruling party activists tied their

opponents to trees and beal
them up? Has there been one

for remand and perhaps all the
clues including the 12" long
knife have been recovered.

In the recent past also, the
tragic death of sergeant Aﬁmd. lx_a
ve romising young police oi-
ﬁcll-glpi)‘aucd to make ﬂxe author-
ity concerned take stock of the
gravity of the situation. These
incidents have shaken the con-
fidence of the Foople at large in
the efficacy ol Governance in
general and the effectiveness of
police administration in par-
ticular. Confidence of people in
police must be restored. Also
the police department must not

be made to shoulder the blame
of failure +alone,

The department has high
tradition of sacrifice, devotion
to duty and good service. People
of Dhaka City still remember
the valiant resistance and %la-
lant fight they put up in the Ra-
jarbagh police line on the fate-
ful night of 25th March, 1971,
when the Pakistan Army fell
upon them. The officers and the
men laid down their lives set-
ting an example of supreme
sacrifice. N

In connection with the
painful death of Mr Nikunja, it
may be stated that the suspen-
sion of a junior officer, who was
on duty near the place of occur-
rence or the transfer of Com-
missioner, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (he was promoted, by the
way) is no solution or con-
solation in the given clrcum-
stances. The supervision In the
chain of command should be ef-
fective. Respect of juniors for
seniors as well as unstinted
loyalty to superiors for carry-
ing out lawful orders in the
chain of command should be
ensured.

Shortage of trans-
port/ancillary facilities and
adequate pment were put up
as excuses by the authority con-

cermned to cover up some of their

fallures. But it must be borne n

= il i . e
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braggadocio at a time when the
elections are drawing near and
oppression of political oppo-
nents by the ruling p cannot
be rulecf out. But should that be
in the cards, the ruling party
might succeed in crushing the
subversives, their collaborators
and sympathizers, but it will
annoy the indifferent and the
undecided.

Most curious thing aboul
this bill is why the ruling party
had to jump the gun all on a
sudden now? II almost three-
quarters of its term elapsed
when crime and violence esca-
lated, why this has to be rail-
roaded despite resistafice from
all opposition members? One
reason may be that the ruling

mind that accountability and
transparency in the activities
of the organization is more im-
portant and a prerequisite. For
example, a staff college is not
an immediate need when the
force is suffering from inade-
quacles of'basic nature.

During the last few years
quite a few incidents of grue-
some nature were reported in
the national dailies. The series
of criminal and murderous ac-
tivities of notorious Ershad
Sikder, Nurunnabi, Hasan, Lal-
too, Kangali Zakir, Bikash,
Sweeden Aslam etc. under the
protection of some high-ups in
the political crena, created a
sensation in the society but to
no avail. The report of huge pe-
cuniary rewards received %ir
these high-ups in exchange for
providing patronage to the
criminals stunned the members
of the public.

A committee set up by the
Minister of Home Affairs com-
prising senifor police officers
identilied 79 persons (some of
whom are very ﬁmmlnent} who
are allegedly the beneliciaries
of rewards from Ershad Sikder
from time (o time over the pe-
riod of more than a decade.
Most of the sons identiflied
are police oflicers (as reported
by the press quoting committee
findings). Some o
hl%h officlals, still in service,
holding key positions in the
administration and others were
some senior
can be easily understood why
even such viclous criminals go
scot-free. .

There have been instances of
Rcople taking law in their own

ands lynching mugger etc.
These incidents are unfor-
tunate, and it shows that peo-

le's confidence in the law en-
orcement cles has evapo-
rated. The social fibre has
come weak and there Is an
overall deterioration in the po-
litical scenario and in our soci-
ety in general.

ing, dacoity and various other
criminal activities observed to-
day are primarily the oulcomes

of fallure of (e economy in

generating adequate emplioy-
ment opportunities particu-
larly in the Industrial seclor.

e culture of enforcing na-

tionwide hartals with muscle

' 5ower to achieve political objec-
ves that was introduced In the

country in a big way since 1994,
and subsequent use of muscle
power also 1o resist hartals, not
only led to abuse of the unem-
ployed {’outh by all the political
rarth:s ut also, often under po-
itical patronage, gave birth to,
nurtured and developed the ex-
tortion culture that
widely pervasive Lhroughout
the country vitlating the over-
all socio cconomic  enviton-
menl, particularly the fnvest
ment (r‘imntc, and in the pro
vess destroyed whalever polen
tial that existed for their pro
ductive employment throuh
rapid Industrialization.

Youths, being the most ener
gelic, productive, and dynanie
segment of the labour force, are
the most lmportant develop:
menl resources a counltry niay
have. In Bangladesh, unforia
nalely however, for [allhure ol
the economy In generabing ade
(uale employment ulppnrlunl-
ties partcularly In the hnduas
trial sector, it was nol possible
(o prnducllvel%ullllm- the youlh
labour force. They could there
fore hardly make any positive
coniribation to the counlry's
development clloris. Ralher,
subjected 1o abuse hy Intevesied
quarters, they have cpierged as
it soctally disruptive loree, and
accordingly, an object ol greal
concern, It is unfortunate In
deed.

The wriler (s Projessor of
Feonomics Jahangiriciggor
Untverstly

for Neither

party desperately wanted to im-

ress the electorate in the last
c%, of their regine. The only
other reason. which comes to
mind within the ken ol logic, Is
that it has a plan to suppress
opponents Lo secure vicltory in
the upcoming elections.

Could not the public safety
bill have been passed in a lim-
ited version introducing special
tribunal, summary grncceding
and rigorous punishment for
snatching, extortion, and kid-
napping only? Could not issues
like vandalism, barricades,
etc., which are politically
sitive, be shelved until a con-
sensus was reached amongst all
parties? The purpose of enact-
ing laws is lo create a law-
abiding soclety. To enact such
law, which is not endorsed by
the representatives of the larger
section of the population, Is to
kill it In the womb. '

- This also’ Llells us the most

important thing of all. It i{s time

our lawmakers started 1o be
lieve in the politics ol inclusion
in the matlers of profound na-

Lional Interests. Crime and vio-

lence need some serious allen

tion in this country. If the gov-
ernment actually belleves that
the public salely bill is gohy Lo
do wonders, Il has been alreacdy
challenged with a 36 bonr
strike. Thomas Paine wrilles in

The Rights o] Man. “Lay -« ihen

the axe (o the root., aad Leaeh

pgovernments nandty. s

their sanguinary punishinents

which corrupl mankind.” May
be, someone neceds to tell “the
rovernmen! that by provoking
Jurther political unrest, if will
only prove that the publie

salely bill is neither good o

the public nor for the salely. 1n

the end. it might also prove thal
the bill is not good for its own
lale.

The writer is a bauker.,

as become

sen-

them are

politiclans. Thus it .

Why Must One Meet Such a Tragic End?

The Ministry of Home Af-

fairs and the Police Department

should set priorities in their
plans and programmes of orga-

nization — the establishment of

staff college may not be a prior-
ity in the agenda (though the
importance of Imgprting higher
training for stall job is not
ruled out). The huge fund, con-
siderable manpower, acquisi-

tion of land and the cost of in-

frastructure building should be
kept in mind.

Mere recruitment and ap-
pointment of police personnel
do not provide solutions in the
prevailing situation. Durin

1991, a lot of police personn
were swecpingly appointed,
placed in different police sta-
tions of our country and also
the standard of transport facili-
ties provided to the officials
was improved to a greal extent,
despite resource constraints.
But the experience has been
much less than satislaclory.
Death of Rubel, a brilliarlt stu-
dent of Independent University.
murder of driver Jalal in the de-
tective branch office discovery
of a decomposed body from the
water tank in the same office
are a few examples that speak ol
the rot in the administration
itself. :

Mr Nikunja's body was
brought to the Secretariat
where he worked as Joint Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Devel-
opment to enable his well-
wishers, colleagues, friends and
admirers to pay their last re-
spect to the deceased. 1 also went
there with profound shock and

rief. Mr Nikunja had quite a

ew years of service left with the

Government and by his

untimel m death, not only

the BC cadre and the

Ministry but also the society

and the Republic has lost a.
brilliant officer and a n

sp"gﬁw writer is _former Seere-

tary, Ministry of Civil A
and Tourism
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