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Last 12 hours 3
pass rather
peacefully

By Staff Correspondent

At least 10 people including
Lhree policemen were injured in
sporadic incidents of violence

BRUSSELS. Feb 3: Euro- countries as the EU is the Rruwded to our products by EU in the city on the second day

pean Commission President largest importer from the ave largely contributed to this yesterday of the Opposition-

Prof Romano Prodi said the EC LDCs. success,” Hasina sald and called 36-hour count?widc

By bU Correspondent had put forward a proposal for Prime Minister Shelkh thanked EU for extending sup- hartal, which was by and large

A large number of city
dwellers thronged the Central
Shaheed Minar yesterday
evening where theatre grmgs
from the city and across the
country were staging street
dramas highlighting the spirit
of the Language Movement of
1952.

Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation organised the week-
long Street Drama Festival at
the Shaheed Minar in obser-
vance ol the Amar Ekushey
February.

Three dramas were staged on
the third day yesterday. Malan-
cha of Bhola district staged one
drama Chanda Mia while
Ganachaya and Kheyali of the
capital performed Kashai
Khana and Kadamtalir Army
Camp, respeclively.

Four more dramas will be
staged today. The dramas will
be performed by Udichi and
Dhaka Nattam ol Dhaka and
Samikaran and Chittagong of
Chiltagong district.

Meanwhile. the owners of
bookstalls at the Bangla
Academy were seen working
round the clock to complete
their stalls before the month-
long traditional [air beginning
on Sunday.

The decoration drive by the
Academy authorities was also
going on to hold the fair in
colourlul and [estive manner.

| trade."

unilateral opening of EU mar-
kKets to LDC products granting
them zero-tarifl access that the
least-developed countries are
earnestly seeking, reports UNB.,

"I am confident that the role
of the Commission will be
favourable to the least-devel-
oped countries, trade,” he told
journalists after a meeting with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the EC headquarters here
today.

Romano Prodi billed the re-
lationship of the European
Commission with Bangladesh as
very beautiful and deep. "Our
meeting is the deep examination
of all the relationships with
Bangladesh,” he said after the
talks.

The EC chief noted that Eu-
ropean Union is the biggest im-
porter from Bangladesh. "We
have developed good relations
and have discussion on deepen-
ing our relations in market and
he said, adding that

| they are making policies to open

|
|

up newer and more important
ways to facilitate the LDCs.

He said the growing relations
would be eepened with

' Bangladesh in future. This is
- the beginning to the journey and
- engagement to work together
| and increasing investments. He

i

hoped that they would meet

| soon again.

Noting that long-term en-

Hasina said trade flow between
Bangladesh and Eurepean
Union countries was growing
satisfactorily and sought contin-
ued preferential trade facllities
in EU markets.

“It is vital that the European
Union countries continue to ex-
tend to or products preferential
market access, including GSP,
until such time as we are able
to parlicipate in the world trade
more ellectively,” she said.

She Lol Prodi that
Bangladesh would appreciate
the EU for its continued devel-
opment assistance to
Bangladesh as Dhaka enjoys
best of relations with the EU.

‘We have attached great im-
portance to our relations with
EU which is our largest export
destination and biggest devel-
opment partner in terms of to-
tal assistance that we receive
from EU member states and
the EU itself as an entity."

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh would appreciate
cooperation, assistance and un-
derstanding that it has always
been receiving from the EU.
"Indeed. the EU can and is
making invaluable contribution

to our guest for economic devel-
opment.”

She sald the present gov-
ernment was relying more on
trade as an engine of growth
and had succeeded In Increas-

ﬁort during the last devastating
oods.

Replying to a question about
child labour the EC president
sald his Cormnmission was giving
protection to the children an
trying to ensure a better living
for the children working In dil-
ferent places.

About this Issue, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister said
her government had totally
eliminated child labour from the
garment factories. “We have
stopped child labour and taken

ragmatic steps for ensuring a

etter life for the children. Now
the children, who were working
in garment factories, are going
to school.”

Briefing the newsmen abut
the outcome of the meeting
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister Dr S A Samad sai- all
issues between Bangladesh and
the European Union were dis-
cussed in the meeting, including
trade and aid from the EU
nauons.

The EC leader appreciated
Bangladesh for the liberalisation
of policy by the Sheikh Hasina
government.

Dr Samad said Prodi ob-
served that Bangladesh was
following the right track taking
correct steps and predicted that
the country would soon reach
high growth-rate position.

“State Minister for Foreign Af-

peaceful.

The hartal that began at 6
am on Wednesday paralysed
normal life, economic activities
and halted traffic across the
country.

No incident of violence was
reported from other parts of the
country till the filing of this re-
port at 10 last night.

One person was killed in the
city and at least 50 were injured
in the country on the first day
of the hartal.

The BNP-led four-party op-
osition alliance called the
artal to press its demand for

scrapping of the Public Safety
Act

In the capital, three police
personnel were injured yester-
day when some hand bombs
were hurled at police near the
Jagannath University College
at about noon, witnesses said.

The three -- Abdur Razzak,

Jewel Sarker and Soheb Hos-
sain-- were admitted to Ra-
jarbagh Police Hospital, police
said

Opposition activists and po-
lice clashed repeatedly in Bi-
joynagar and Dholaipar areas

Al least two persons were in-
jured in clashes at Dholairpar
One activist was arrested from

here

Police fired a number of tear
gas shells as pro-hartal pickets
exploded bombs and pelted

. - tones at police in Naya Paltz
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to truncate this issue of The
Daily Star on Friday to 16
pages. We regret the
inconvenience this might
cause Lo our valued readers.

With the regular Weekend
Mapgazine, the price of today's
issue will be Tk. 9.00.

—Management
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Jamaal-e-Islami Ameer Go-
lam Azam did not get an ap-
poiniment (o meet President

ope€n on Saturdays

Fridays as well if needed
By Rafig Hasan

'Polrée waiting
to handover

BNP office'

By Staff Correspondent
Police is waiting in front ol
the BNP headquarters at Naya
Paltan since 5:00 pm Thursday

Access denied

Police eordon off BNP central office

By Staff Correspondent

Police banned entry of BNP
MPs, leaders and activists into
their party central office at

Haq Milon along with other
leaders came there one aller
anolher

Oppesition’s
demonstration

“day tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
llance will observe countrywide
demonstration day’ tomorrow

‘- Shahabuddis : : | | , i to protest what it said govern-
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the prestige of his office ... The
See Page 12 Col 7

Anniversary Supplement

Che Daily Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement on February 9, 2000 to

However, these offices would
remain open even on Fridays if
there was day-long countrywide
hartal (general strike) in the
week. they said.

According to the decision,
all ports, customs and export
department of government
banks would remain open today
and tomorrow due to the 36-
hour opposition-called hartal
that ended at 6 pm yesterday,
said one source at the National
Board of Revenue (NBR).

The decision was taken on

there was a day-long hartal
strike in the week, the NBR
sources said.

Another circular for keeping
open the Export Promotion Bu-
reau (EPB) office and export de-
partment of government banks
in Dhaka during holidays is yet
to be issued,

“Verbal orders have been
given and an official circular
would be {ssued very séon in
this regard,” sald the source.

Meanwhile, the BGMEA in a
press release last night asked
its members of send exportable

Police earlier took over the
office ljreakin‘p it open for in-
vestigation ol an incident of
bomb blast inside the oflice
early Wednesday, Movement of
people across the road during
the day was also restricted for
the sake ol investigation and
safety of the people, he said.

It is obvious and clear that
bomb makers got it done. The
symptoms reflect that the bomb
got off inside the building and it
was nol thrown from outside,”
Rahman observed.

The windows would not have

front, came in {ront of the party
office and tried to hold a rally.
Al least a dozen partly activists
were injured.

Police also obstructed
passers-by from crossing Naya
Paltan road.

Police did not allow BNP ac-
tivists to assemble in front of
the "sealed” party office from
early morning till 10:15am

BNP MP Jainal Abedin
Farug, who came in front of the
party office at 10:10am asked
the policemen to leave the place
and allow parly men to enter
the oflice

After that, another proces-
sion led by Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Shahjahan
Siraj came in front of the BNP
office at 11-10 am. A big pro-
cession was brought out, which
paraded up to Bijoynagar where
it was obstructed by police with
a barbed wire barricade. The
processionists returned to the
parly olfice remises at
11:35am and held a brief rally
there. Some party MPs and
central leaders addressed the
rally.

Another processions was

ment of the 'anti-people and
black' Public Safety Act. Other
component parties of the al-
liance are Jamaat-e-Islami,
Jatiya Party [Ershad) and Is-
lami Oikya Jote (IJO)

Details of Monday's pro-
gramme will be announced
later. BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said
while announcing the fresh
programmes at a post-hartal
press briefing at the official res-
idence of Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Khaleda
Zia

: : ¢ e ool - ¥ Tougher programmes will be
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focus on the first quarter of the new millen- which was presided over by BGMEA president Anisur The building is never kept ing to the BNP office premises law' and hand over power to a

nium will carry scholarly writings about the
directions we need to take as well as reports
of our own correspondents highlighting
some positive trends in specific areas of

national life.

Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Dr S A Samad
at the Prime Minister's Office,
according to sources. Represen-
tatives from the ministry of fi-
nance, commerce, Chittagong
Port Authority and other export
related offices were also present

Rahman Sinha told The Daily
Star last night that the decision
would very much help exporters
to recover the losses incurred
due to hartals and strikes.

He sald that most of the
ports and customs offices in the
developed countries remain

under police vigilance except
during hartals when people
from the building get involved
in illegal activities,” the com-
missioner said in reply to a
question.

In the past many police per-
sonnel were injured by bombs
thrown from this particular

the higher authorities not to al-
low any body in the area and
into the BNP oflice.

Faruq asked the OC to show
the written instruction, but the
OC sald there was no written
order.

Within few minules, some
more BNP MPs including Sadek

at about 2 pm, it was obstgucted
al the Nightingale crossing by a
huge contingent of police who
also put up a barbed wire barri-
cade there,

ADC of DMP ZA Morshed
and the OC of Motijheel thana
told the BNP MPs and leaders

caretaker administration, he
sald

Mannan said police arrested
BNP office superintendent Ab-
dul Latif, 76, on Wednesday
when he and party leader Mah-
bubuddin Khokon went to file a
GD in connection with the

bomb explosion at the BNP

: : % Yert > ' | at the meeting. ’ open round the week. "We face 3 Hossain Khoka, Amanullah that there were instruction - ~ .

; The i Of the.SB o D«‘.Illu ;1’&1‘ AT EE | Following the meetiag, the tremendous difficulties in con- '“”éfég”“;_. committed this nui- | Aman, Nazimuddin Alam, from higher authorities not to ::2::;1 '?r?:;?ceg?thgmgma;
4 sary issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page finance ministry issugd an or-  ducting export-import business | sance m)m inside a room of the | Shamsul Alam Pramanik, Fa-  allow them back on the Naya | o, rike typists and peons, he
d t ains unchaneed at Tk 6.00 der to keep port and eustoms of- as our ports remain closed for | hyjlding, the Commissioner | zlur Rahman Patal, Ruhul Qud- Paltan road. a ;

E spreda-out, rem g U, fices open during/holidays on two days.” claimed. idus. Talukder Dulu, Ehsanul See Pace 11 Col 7 See Page 12Col 8

The offices of The Buily Star are
| moving to its new premises at
| Karwan Bazar tonight (Friday).

Please direct all your mails to the

| address
Feontact us
| felephone

given
on the following
numbpers

below and

from

| Saturday morning:

Che Daily Star

19 Karwan Bazar

BRTA in testing trouble

New machines too sophisticated for
Bangladesh standard?

Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) officials are
now puzzled with the installa-
tion of modern vehicle fitness
testing units as the machines
found more than 80 per cent of
the vehicles tested unfit to ply.

They are now lingering the
process of starting vehicle test-
ing with the computerised ma-
chines that cost 44 crore un-
der the Vehicle Inspection Cen-
tre Project. The funds have been
provided by the Asian Devel-
opment Bank.

The oflicials sald they are

now thinking of working out a
standard for Bangladesh by

modifying the original pro-
gramme of the computers, Im-
| ported from the Netherlands,

By Morshed Ali Khan

The modifications are set to
compromise European standard
of vehicular fitness in respect of
black smoke, brakes,
alignment and carriages. The
National Road Safety Councll is
likely to formulate the stan-
dard.

All the eight fitness testing
machines for three categories of
vehicles have already beéen in-
stalled in Dhaka, Rajshahl,
Chittagong and Khulna. Each
unit of the vehicle inspection
centreswould test and certify
smoke emission, alignment,
brakes, opacity, headlights,
above carriage and under car-
riage. The machines are not
equipped to check tyres. F

A BRTA oflicial sald ‘setting

up of the centreswas completed
in June last year but they were
not yet satisfied with the re-
sults. He said whenever the
same vehicle is passed thmuﬁh
the test for the second time, the
readings are different from that
of the lirst test,

. “The company which pro-
vided us with the machines has
lo satisfy our operators [irst as
regards their operation,” he
sald,

BRTA ollicials said they
tested 35 vehicles with the ma-
chines and only six passed the
tests, Fitness certilicates are
now issued after a quick man-
ual Inspection of vehicles, It Is
alleged that fitness certificates

See Page 12 Col 1
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Phone: 882-2127, 882-8541

Qulkhwani

"W Mr Afazuddin Fakir, businessman,
* | veteran politician, ex-MP, active social
 worker and founder of a number of
educational institutions, died of heart
failure on February 02, 2000 (Inna lillahe
rajeun). His qulkhwani will be
held today, February 4th, 2000 at House-
13, Road-11, Baridhara, Dhaka after Asr
prayers. The late Mr Fakir’s relatives,
friends and well-wishers are kindly
requested to attend the qulkhwani, and
pray for the peace of his departed soul.
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