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-‘.ﬁl}ﬁmt match revived memo-
res of the national team'’s 5-0
win over Argentina in Septem-
ber 1993. But as in 1993 — when
a string of losses followed
Colombia's moment of glory —
the Chile match apparently in-
fected Colombian players with
a dangerously high dose of
overconfidence.

Alvarez himself has con-
ceded there was a strong "men-
tal factor” at play in Sunday's
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ing a government decree that
has received a mixed reaction.
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they listened to our advice.
“This Is the only concrete
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But Roma coach Fablo
Capello said that more effort

Half of Italy
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ers announcing his depar-
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"Let's not go in for any sporting-
life butchery here.”
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"] am not saying that Mo-
rocco should pull out of the bid,
[ am saying that FIFA must
make their minds up on an ob-
jective basis.

“The African governing body
and then FIFA must then back
the best bid. But my government

—

10-way race for 2008 G:

LONDON, Feb 2:
The race lor the

not to enter tl
Dan Moyo,

lavish gift giving and other im-
proprieties which tarnished

will talk to Moreccco aboul w 2008 Summer Salt Lake City's winning cam- of Soulth A
pulling out.” Olympics is on. paign for the 2002 Winter Olympic con
Earlier on Tuesday. the Ten cities, led by Games and other recent country woul

early favourite Olympic bids. for a bid in 20

South Alrican sports minister

Ngccnde Balfour told a parlia-
mentary briefing : "Morocco are
putting up an argument that
this is their third World CRF bid
and it should be South Alrica

Beijing. submitted preliminary
applications with the
International Olympic
Comimiftee before Tuesday's
midnight deadline. reports AP,

Al one slage, as many as 14
cities had expressed interest in
bidding for the 2008 Games. Butl
Buenos Aires. Argentina; Cape
Town. South rica: Lisbon,

officials belil
was needed t
nesses ol the
ing inadequ:
rounds and C
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South Africa visited Mo-
rocco at the start of the 2006

Malavsia: Osaka, Japan; Paris;

Seville. Spain, and Toronto.

for the 2004 Olympics, which
were awarded to Athens. The

soccer a chance.” Moyo said.
Ol the current candidates,

African Amanda Coetzer — will

have their second-round

While declining to discuss

questions can be answered very

charge. He said he helped create
a sham job for John Kim, son of

World Cup campaign in 1998 Under new rules prompted field was eventually reduced to  Bangkok. Cairo, Havana. Kuala | matches on Thursday. ;hf“ details Uf the 5‘?‘551_0”- easily at ”}15 Flﬁmfm-“fju{ ﬁ“ﬁ powerful South Korean 10C ex-

and after making a presenta- | by the 10C's biggest corruption  a shortlist of five f%,nalists. Lumpur and Osaka are [irst In the day's first-round ac- Samaranch 5?“1‘, Ther?“urre 5',“‘;".‘ ‘[5[ ‘ifi*j clcar. we s ecutive board member Kim Un-
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Brazil, England and Ger-
many are the other nations
biddi :

FIFA president Sepp Blatter
had repeatedly said an African
country should host the 2006
tournament as long as it can
meet FIFA's standards for host-
ing the tournament. These in-
volve infrastructure, hotels,
telecommunications and secu-

to host the 2006 finals.

they meet the minimum techni-
cal requirements for staging the
Olympics.

Cities passing that test will
hecome official bidders in a
contest that will culminate
with the winner being selected
by a secret [OC ballot in Moscow
inJuly 2001.

In another rule change, vis-
its to candidate cities by 10C
members have been banned in a

+ move to prevent the payoffs,

Alrica. But the absence of
Buenos Aires and Rio means
there will be no bid Irom South
America — one ol the two major
regions, along with Africa,
where the Olymipics have never
been held. Buenos Aires and Rio
both mounted unsuccessful bids
for the 2004 Games,

Also nolable for ils absence
is any bid from South Africa.
Cape Town made a strong bid
for the 2004 Games, bult decided

in 1900 and 1924.

On paper, the strongest con-
tenders are Beijing, Parls and
Toronto.

With the 2004 Games in
Athens, Greecc, the IOC will not
be inclined to take the Games
back to Europe four years later.
That will be Paris' biggest ob-
stlacle. :

Beljing, on the other hand.
has geography and other [actors
in its favour.

nated by Slovenia's Katarina
Srebotnik in a 6-3, 6-3 upsel.

Srebotnik, ranked 65th,
raced to a 3-0 lead in the open-
ing set as Sugiyama struggled to
find her rhythm and range, and
wenl on to win the selt.

‘I think she was a little ner-
vous because she's playing in
Japan, while | rcal}l)y played
well without too many unforced
errors.” a jubilant Srebotnik
sald.

Samaranch said he would be
happy to speak with investiga-
tors again if necessary.

“If they ask me to go back, 1
will go again,” he said.

The questioning took
at the offices ol the
lawyers in New York.

Samaranch said he and the
IOC continue to cooperate with
the Justice Department investi-

p'ace
I Z's

interview”" with Justice De-

partment and FBI investigators.

Under an agreement with the
Justice Department, Sama-

ranch did not have to face ques-

tioning during his trip to Wash-
inglon in December when he
testified at a Congressional
hearing on Olympic scandals
and the 10C's reform efforts.

that he lied to investigators and
entered the United States with a
fraudulently obtained green
card.

The chief target of the inves-
tigation is believed to be Tom
Welch, who led the Salt Lake bid
effort and is also the former
head of the organising commit-
lee.
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