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WC 2002 qualil‘yin.g

MADRID Feb 2: The 2002

World ¢ ‘
o Grof‘;psﬁunlllylng schedule

a draw on Ty
Israel,

Liechtenstein t‘éule

ment on th

R ¢ calendar, re-
€ result of the draw

favourites Spain begin amng

World Cu qualifying

rom home

ches against Bosnia on

ca
lhtensteln on Scp%'emlt;cgnsc.l

I-ih::t Spanish coach J

ose An-
tonio Camacho was more cﬁlrll
ce;'ncd about a schedule that
will see his side travel to Israel

on June 6 next year.

‘We didn't want
against the stronger lé:mgl?g
September and June. The other
teams didn't agree with that so
wWe had a draw and that's that.”

Austria, beaten 9-0 and 3-1
by Spain in Euro 2000 qualify-
Ing. will get the chance of re
venge when they host Cama-
cho’s side on Oclober 11, with
the return September 1, 2001,
Ism‘elt who finished runners-up
to Spain in qualilying for Bel-
gium and the Netherlands, be-
&in their campalgn with a home
game to Liechtenstein on
September 3 and then travel to
Spain on October 7.

FIXTURES:

Sept 2 - Bosnia v Spain.

Sept 3 - Israel v Liechten-
stein.

Oct 7 - Liechtenstein v Aus-
tria. Spain v Israel.

Oct 11 - Israel v Bosnia, Aus-
tria v Spain.

2001 »

March 24 - Bosnia v Austria.
Spain v Liechtenstein.

March 28 - Austria v Israel,
Liechtenstein v Bosnia.

June 2 - Liechtenstein v Is-
rael, Spain v Bosnia.

June 6 - Austria v Liechten-
stein, Israel v Spain,

Sept 1 - Bosnia v
Spain v Austria.

Sept b - Austria v Bosnia,
Liechlenstein v Spain.

Oct 7 - Israel v Austria,.
Bosnia v Liechtenstein.

Spanish Cup
Villarreal go
down fighting

BARCELONA, Feb 2

(Reuters/Internet): Villarreal

fell agonisingly short of a

memorable Spanish Cup upset

on Tuesday as they fought back

from a seemingly insurmount-

| able 3-0 deficit from the first leg

only to go down on penalties to
Compostela.

The all-second division tie
had seemed to be a lost cause for
Villarreal, who with more than
an hour of the second leg gone
were siill three goals short ol
forcing extra time.

But a goal from Diego Cagna
after 64 minutes led to an attack
of the jitters in the Compostela
defence and a penalty from
Moises Garcia five minu tes
later -- which also saw
Compostela defender Javier
Bellido sent off -- set up a furi-
ous final 20 minutes.

With the seconds ticking
away, Moises grabbed his sec-
ond goal of the game to set up
extra time and leave Villarreal
favourites to complete an as-
tonishing comeback.

Ten-man Compostela some-
how held on for the extra 30
minutes, though, and with Vil-
larreal’'s two-goal hero Moises
missing the first penalty they
went on to clinch a place in the

uarter-finals by the skin of
their teeth.

Compostela were joined in
the last eight by Espanyol, who
won 1-0 at Celta Vigo to com-
plete a 3-1 aggregate win.

Manuel Serrano scored the
only goal of the game in the fi-
nal minute. f{inishing off a
breakaway move by rounding
the keeper and crashing into
the empty netL.

Five more third round ties
E will be completed on Wednes-
: day, with Real Madrid's game
' against Real Zaragoza held over
until Thursday.

. Viallimaking
: a comeback?

LONDON, Feb 2. (AFP/
Internet): Manager Gianluca
Vialli may come out of re-
tirement to help Chelsea's cam-
paign in Europe, according to
London [ootball website Soc-
cernet.

The former ltalian interna-
tional announced last May he
had played his final game for
the club against Derby in the
Premiership but now he could
be poised to make a dramatic
comeback to be part of their
Champions League squad.

Chelsea reportedly heard
confirmation on Tuesday
morning that his registration
had reached UEFA before Mon-
day's midnight deadline.

Clubs are allowed to make
three new player additions to
their squad for the next phase
of the competition,

However, Vialli must still
serve a one-match touchline
ban in their next European
match away to Marseille and
cannot be named among the
seven perniitted substtutes for
that game,

UEFA Imposed the ban fol-
lowing his run-in with the
fourth official during Chelsea's
0-0 draw In Rome against Lazio
in December.

But once the Marseille game
is over he can then be a substi-
tute in the remaining three
games of the second phase.

Vialll Elaytd in a Chelsea
shirt for the first time in eight
months at Kingstonian on
Monday, tuming out for the re-
serve team which drew 2-2 with
Leicester,

He played for the full 90
minutes and came close to scor-
ing when he hit the bar with a
ferocious drive from a cross by
compaltriot Gabriele Am-
brosett,

Israel,
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.b‘unegulese Assane Ndiaye
African Nations' Cup meeting on February 1.

RS

(L) tries t

o

A " R

during their
— AFP photo

0 hold back Zambian Bernard Makufin

African Nations' Cup

ACCRA. Feb 2
Senegal reached
the African Na-
lions Cup quarter-
finals on Tuesday
alter a 2-2 draw
with Zambla and
by a dramatic

assisted \
fightback by Egypt who came

ehind to beat
4-2, reports

from two goals
Burkina Faso
Reuters.

Holders Egypt. who had not
conceded a goal in the tourna-
ment and were already in the
last eight, won with the help of
a controversial twice-taken
penalty Irom Hossam Hassan
in Kano.

HHassan, joint top scorer
when Burkina Faso hosted the
last tournament in 1998, took
his tally to three goals.

In Lagos, Zambia wveteran
Kalusha Bwalya, 36, hit his
team's late equaliser in what he
claimed would be his farewell
Nations Cup appearance — al-
though he said the same thing
{wWo years ago.

Egypt finished with a maxi-
murn nine points in Group C.
followed by Senegal on four,
Zambia on two and Burkina

~ BURKINA
FASO-EGYPT

Burkina, beaten in the semi-
iinals by Egypt two years ago,
needed a good win against the
Pharoahs. plus a win for Zam-
bla in Lagos to go through.

They slarted spectacularly,
breaching Egypt's seemingly
impregnable defence twice in
the lirst 23 minutes with goals
by Ismael Koudou and Ousmane
Sanou

Egypt's [lightback began
when V(B Stuttgart striker
Ahmed Salah Hosni scored in
the 29th minute before they
equalised midway through the
second hall.

Hassan saw his first effort
disallowed for a Romario-style
shullle in the run-up but his
second altempt was given, even
though he did almost exactly
the same thing.

Burkina kept attacking but
had two penalty appeals turned
down and were guilty of a couple
ol shocking misses.

Egypt finished them off with
goals in the last 10 minutes by
Kaiserslaulen  defender Hani
Ramzi and Zamalek's Abdul-
halim Ali. who scored two min-
utes aller coming on as a substi-
Luie

SENEGAL-ZAMBIA

Zambia. needing victory and
a failure to win by Burkina. hit
the bar with a rasping Andrew
Tembo shot in the 11th minute,
then had a penally appeal re-
jected 10 minutes later when
Dennis Lota was bundled down
in the area by Senegal goal-
keeper Oumar Diallo.

To prove it was not their day,
Henri Camara followed up on a
rebound to put Senegal ahead

just after the break.

Zambia were level inside
live minutes with a lob from de-
lender Laughter Chilembi but

their delence was caupght out by
Abdoulaye Mbaye with 10 min-
utes 1o go, the substitute out-
sprinting two defenders and the
goalkeeper to tap home.

But a late handball allowed
Bwalya to equalise from the
spot, the Mexico-based veteran
bundling the ball over the line
after his initial shot was saved.

Senegal in last eight

ng/pl will stay in Kano to
play the runners-up in Group D,
which contains Nigeria, Mo-
rocco, Tunisia and Congo. The
pool will be decided on Thurs-
day.

Senegal remain in Lagos to
face the winners of the same
group.

Today's matches will decide

ready qualified. needing a draw
against Algeria In Kumasi to
finish top.

A draw will also send /.ge-
ria through, otherwise tne
could be overtaken on goal dif-
ference by Democratic Republic
of Congo if they beat Gabon in
Accra.

Burkina Faso’s Kone Mamadou (L) is under pressure from
Egyptian Khashaba Hady during their African Nations'
Cup encounter in Kano on February 1. Egypt won 4-2.

— AFP photo

STANDINGS

Alrican Nations Cup standings after Tuesday’'s matches:

Group A P W D L F A Pts
Cameroon 3 ] 1 1 4 2 !
Ghana 3 1 | 1 3 3 4
I[vory Coast 3 1 | 1 3 4 4
Togo 3 ] 1 | 2 3 4
Cameroon and Ghana qualify for quarterfinals.

Group B

South Africa 2 2 0 0 4 1 6
Algeria 2 ] 1 0 3 1 4
D R Congo 2 0 1 1 0 1 !
Gabon 2 0 0 2 2 6 0

Remaining fixtures: Feb 2 — South Africa v Algeria, Gabon v
Democralic Republic of Congo.

Group C

Egypl R 0 0 T 2 2
Senegal < RS ] ] 5 4 4
Zambia 3 0 2 | 3 5] 2
Burkina Faso 3 0 1 2 4 8 ]
Egypt and Senegal qualify for quarterfinals

Group D

Nigeria 2 1 0 4 2 4
Morocco 2 ] 1 0 1 0 4
Congo 2 5} 1 1 0 1 1
Tunisia 2o 1) 1 1 2 4 |

; Remaining fixtures: Feb 3 — Nigeria v Morocco, Tunisia v
ongo. 1

Sport
| Ivorians held in

Group B, with South Africa, al-

l

KUMASI, Ghana,
Feb 2 (Reuters/ In-
lernet): Lucas
Radebe had to sit
through the dis-
appointment of
Leeds United's exit
froin the F.A. Cup In far-away
Ghana. Bul the gnuth African
delender Is still confident his
English club will win the
Premier League title.

Radebe, captain of both club
and country, Is playing for
South Africa in the African Na-
tions Cup f{inals in Ghana
where they have already quall-
fied for the weekend's quarter-
finals,

The frustration of missin
vital games for his club in bot

the league and the cup, where

l.eeds lost 3-2 to Aston Villa on
sSunday, has been difficult for
Radebe, restricted to watching
his side’s progress on television
in Ghana.

]
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Radebe’s heart with Leeds

course for the English champi-
onship.

Leeds have a good chance of
winning the Premiership but at
the same time there are some
very good teams at the top.
There are a lot of stumbling
blocks we still have to over-
come.” he said.

Radebe has still to settle
with South African football of-
ficials on his availability for

the country's opening World
Cup qualifiérs in April.g

‘It's really unfair to players
who have to make a cholce be-
tween their clubs and playing
lor their country,” he said.

It's a great honour to play
for your country in a big tour-
nament like the Nations Cup. It
Is evenls like this where you get
international exposure and it's
a greal feeling to captain your
country.

“But | have a good contract
with my club and I'm the one
who 18 caught between the two,”
Radebe added.

‘I just hope that the prob-
lems of the international cal-
endar are going to be resolved
soon."” |

Radebe has already missed
fwo key games for Leeds and Is
likely to be away for at least
another week, longer if South
Alrica progress past the quar-

,ter-finals on Sunday.

But despite his absence he

thinks his club are stll well on

South Africa play neigh-
bours Lesotho in a two-legged
reliminary round qualifiers
or the 2002 finals in Japan and
South Korea, at the same time
as Leeds will be in the closing
slages of thelr league campalgn.
flicials will not declde on
whether to call up key Euro-
pean-based professionals for
the two matches until after the
Nations Cup finals,
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army camp ?
ABIDJAN. Fcb 2 (Reut rs/
Internet): Ivory Coaust's
national soccer team have been
detained in a military camp
since their return home from
the African Natlons Cup, a
layer close (o the team said on
ednesday.
“They have been put there for
their own security,"
Ivorlan-born French inter-

national Basile Boll told

Reuters, quoting Youth and

Sports Minister Colonel Major
atthias Doue,

The team, brought back from
Ghana on a mllitary plane on

Monday evening following
their first round exit, were be-
ing held at tralning centre at
Zambakro about 20 km south of
the inland capital Yamous-
soukro, |

The centre trains troops

from around the region in
peacekeepin

The E cpﬁants. as the team
are known, finished third in
Group A after beating hosts
Ghana 2-0 on Monday but fail-
ing to score enough goals to
gllualif for the quarter-finals,

hey lost 3-0 to Cameroon and
drew 1-1 with Togo. Cameroon
fla.réd Ghana qualified for the last
Ilvory Copast's military
rulers, who seized power in a
December 24 coup, detained a
siring of politiclans and sol-
diers for several weeks offering
the same "own securlty” expla-
nation, |

|
Stoichkov's
4 L L
new job in
! ®
Romania
BUCHAREST, Feb 2: Former
Bulgarian national team star
Hristo Stoichkov will coach
Romania's Universitatea
Cralova, a sports daily reported
Wednesday, reports AP,

Romanian soccer agent Gio-
vani Becali, who brokered the
deal, sald Stoichkov will sign a
contract for a year and a %’lalf
for coaching the team in
Cralova, some 180 kilometres
(112 miles) west of Bucharest.
He is to arrive Thursday, Gazeta
sporturilor reported.

But other newspapers sug-
gested the deal was not yet
complete, Universitatea
Craiova chairman George Ilinca
could not confirm Stoichkov's
coming to coach his team, Pro
Sport and Gazeta sporturilor
dailles reported.

‘We are stilllhaving only pre-
liminary discussions,” Ilinca
said.

Romanian spccer greats wel-
comed the idea of Stoichkov
coaching in Romania.

'It's a great honor for Roma-
nian soccer to have him. [ still
cannot believe, it," said Gheo-
rghe Hagi, a |friend of Sto-
ichkov's and Rom@anian na-
tional socer team captain, as |
quoted by Gazeta sporturilor.

Hiddink takes
- over Betis

SEVILLE, Feb 2 (Reuters/
Internet): Former Dutch
national team coach Guus
Hiddink took charge at Real
Betis on a five-month contract
on Tuesday.

Hiddink, who has been out of
football since being sacked by |
Real Madrid 11 months ago,
takes over from Argentina's
Carlos Griguol, who became the
fifth coaching casualty in the
Spanish [irst division this term
when he left the club on Mon-
day.

With Betis lying in 16th
lace in the table, Hiddink's
irst target will be to steer the
club clear of relegation, al-
though he insisted on Tuesday
he was setting his sights higher
than that. |

‘Betis, in my opinion and in
the opinion of everyone here.
are [ar too low in the table.
Hiddink said after presiding
over his first training session.

"We could look below us andl
say that we'll try to avoid rele-
fation but really we should be
:ooking up to see what we can |
still achieve this season.”
Hiddink has a wealth of ex-
perience of the Spanish league
after spells at Valencia and Real
Madrid either side of his four-
year reign as Dutch coach,

In his first two years at Va-
lencia he guided the side to
fourth place in the table, with a
still respectable seventh-place
finish in his third season.

His tenure at Real Madrid
was rather less successful as he
was sacked in February 1999

over [from Jose Antonio Cama-
cho. p -

P French First Division k |
‘Monaco going out of reach |

PARIS. Feb 2:
Monaco opened up
A 10-point Jead at
the top of the
French First Di-
vision on Tuesday
with a 1-0 home win over rivals
Paris St Germain who played
the second hall with 10 men in
the top-of-the-table match,
reports Reuters,

The resull took Monaco to 52
points. 10 ahead AJ Auxerre
who leaplrogged Into second

DO

Monaco's Marcelo Gallardo
Paris Saint Germain fight
French First Division fixture

GENEVA, Feb 2
(AP/AFP): Brazil-
lan soccer star
Ronaldo became a
United Nations
goodwill ambas
sador on Tuesday and promised
to use his popularity to
highlight the plight of the poor.

The 23-vear-old Inter Milan
lorward will represent the UN
Development Programme in
projects all over the world.

| accepted this important
appointment in my life because

| have seen poverty firsthand,"”
Ronaldo told a news conference
at the UN European headquar-
|ers,

‘I know what il is to experi-
ence hardship, and unfortu-
nately hardship is the common
lot in many-countries.”

Ronaldo. twice voted world
plaver of the year. comes from a
poor neighborhood on the out-
skirts of Rio de Janeiro and be-
gan his soccer career playing

-barefoot in the streets.

He first became involved
with the UN AIDS campaign in
1998. Last year he went to
Kosovo for UNDP and made a
donation to purchase materials
for a 5(‘1100’ damaged by the
lighting in the province.

He said his aim was to get
many people involved in 5’1&
struggle against abject poverty.

‘Il isn’t the poor who are go-
ing to change the world. We need
to try and mobilise people who
have the financial means. and
so help to end poverty,” he said.

MADRID, Feb 2
[Reuters/ Inter-
net): Real Madrid
siriker Nicolas
Anelka, back in
training after
surgery on his right knee, has
his siglits set on a high profile
return against arch-rivals
Barcelona.

Anelka suffered knee liga-
ment damage during the World
Club Championship in Brazil
and there had been been fears
that he could be out of action for
as long as three months.

But the former Arsenal for-
ward. who scored his first goals
for Real in the Brazil tourna-
ment, is back running ahead of

& i

. v i A S
B e —

place ahead of PSG thanks to a
-0 win over French champions

sirondins Bordeaux.

With only 10 matches in the
AR Monaco look al-
clinch the title.

International striker David
Trezeguel netted the winner six
minutes from time to lift his

secason to go,
most certain to

season's tally to 15.

‘We Look one more step to-
wards the title but it's only a
sald Monaco coach

step.”
Claude Puel.

(R) and Jimmy Algerino of
for possession during their
at Monaco on February 1.

— Internet photo

“When I score a goal, I bring

Joy to people. Here. I hope I am
going to bring a message — a

message to the people who can

help the poor.”

Ronaldo said he would re-
turn to Kosovo soon to see how
work was progressing. and that

DHAKA THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, g5y

“« aller

RONALDO
he also planned projects in
Brazil fmc? Alrica. pac

Other UNDP goodwill am-
bassadors include US actor

Anelka hoping for the best

schedule and is hoping to return
in time for the crunch league
clash with Barca on February
Zv

‘I'm nol getting any more
pain in my knee." Anelka told
AS newspaper in an interview
published on Wednesday.

I'm running and cycling in
the gym and my objective now
IS to be back for the Barcelona
garne.

“The injury was a setback
bul better for it to happen in
Brazil than later on in the sea-
son when everything is decided.

“There are slill games ahead
in which to do great things,
above all in the Champions
League because that's the most

Real Betis' new Duteh coach Guus Hiddink

|

practice session in Seville on February 1,
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"We knew we needed tg y
tonight and we proved we can
patient.” Puel sald. "After gy,
defleat in the League Cup ﬂ
wanted Lo react and get hmfﬁ;
the winning track. B

‘"The Parislans were hard , |
beat but we kept attacking §n
the second half and it « -

PSG. who are chasing the,
first league title since 1994
came close to qi»em the scor.
ing when a volle hﬂm
Leroy hil Fablen Barthez' 9
in the 25th minute, %

Brazilian Christian, who
netted four goals against Troyes
last week. spolled a good chance
two minutes later when he
headed wide. e

The turning point came
the 45th minute when striker
Laurent Robert was red cardeq
for a second bookable offence.

Paris spent most of the gee.
ond half defending but they
hopes denying Monaco victory
ended when el recelved "
fine pass from Simone and beat
Bernard Lama from close-
range. 2

“The resull is disappointing*
Paris coach Phillppe Bergerog
sald. "Now the gap is maybe togg
wide.”

AJ Auxerre clinched a hard-
earned win over title holderg
Girondins Bordeaux thanks to
goal in the dying minutes by
French international Stephane
Guivarc'h. >

He netted the winner in the
86th bul moments later was
sent off for arguing with the ref-
ere¢ alter he awarded Bordeaux
a penalty in injury time. =

Girondins striker Sylvain 7%
Wiltord took the kick only to
see it saved by the Auxerre
‘keeper.

“"We played a very good
match tonight because we
needed three points at home*
Guivarc'h said. "We had to wait
for the last five minutes to
make it but 1 think we deserved
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Roaldo now a UN ambassador

Danny Glover and South
Alfrican novelist Nadine
Gordimer.
Ronaldo said he was doing
betlter after an operation on his
right knee thatl has put him out
ol action since December.
~ Ronaldo. still convalescing
alter knee surgery last Novem-
ber said he was getting better
although he admitted his career
was going through a delicate
patch.
“I am getling better, I'm recu-
perating.” Ronaldo told re-
poriers at a press conference to
mark his appointment as a UN
ambassador against ty.
The former world player of

. the vear is to have tests on his
right knee in Paris on’ Priday

tearing tendons two
months ago_ v

"Prolessionally 1 am going
through a difﬁcuﬁ atech in my
career as a footballer.” he ad-
mitted. noting that even the
greal Pele had bad to overcome
injuries belore lifting Brazil's
third World Cup in 1970.

1 am fighting to get back to
physical fitness. Quitting the
saime has never crossed my

mind. Football is my passion.”
said Ronaldo.

‘I am going Lo do ev
possible to get back to form an
give joy to my fans,” he insisted.

In his role as UN ambas-
sador Ronaldo said he was fo
organise an all-stars friendly
international with the receipts
to go o charity.

important.”

Anelka. who says he feels

more relaxed following his im-
roved performances in Brazil,
ikened his situation to that of
Davor Suker. the former Real
Madrid striker who moved in
the opposite direction at the
start ol Lthe season.

“I'm a lol happier here now,”
he said. "I've got more confi-
dence...and I'm under less pres-
sure. [ feel liberated.

‘| still haven't done anythin
brilliant. though. I knew when
arrived that I'd need time to
adapt the same thing
happened at Arsenal.

"My situation could be com-
pared to that of Davor Suker.
When 1 left, Arsenal had
Thierry Henry. whose style is
similar to mine. He didn't have
to change his philosophy of
loothall.

"Suker has been improving
his game little by little. use
he's been given time, and now
the goals are there."

Anelka's target for the rest ol
the season is a simple one. "T0
play. to play and score impor-
tant goals and help the team
win litles. :

“To play in Euro 2000 1 know
I'll have (o do very well at Real
Madrid. A place in the national
team is won with a lot of hard
work and positive results.”

-

ZURICH, Feb 2: Vasco de
Gama were hit with heavy fines
and a ban on the son of on¢e
their top officials on mesdﬂ{
for lnclc?cnts after a match a
the World Cup champion 1ip
last month, reports Reuters.

_(R) giving instructions to his players during a

— Internet photo

lars) and vice-president Euric®

The Brazilian club was fined
70.000 Swiss francs (42,500 dol-

Swiss francs '

Miranda 50,0 parl it | i

(30,360 dollars) for his 08 |
an ugly altercation with ol‘sb‘ -
isers and FIFA officials after
their match with Mexican -
champions Necaxa in Rio €&
Janeiro on January 11.
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