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meetmg: A discussion m
M Yunus Chowdhury
st death anniversary. Prof Syeda Feroza
side over the meeting. Poet Shamsur Rahman, A
dlah Khan, Sadek Khan coluinnist Saadullah, and
reaifar Ahmed will speak on the occasion. Venue: Dhaka

me : 6:30 pm,
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eeting in
will be held on the

_mr.kshop: Dhaka Community Hospital (DCH)
| a workshop on "Doctor-Patient Rclatlnnahira".
css

pCH auditorium, 190/1 Bara Moghbazar, Wire
Time : 9.30 am - 5.00 pm.

12th biennial

~ conlerence of the Zoological Society of Bangladesh will be held.

Chiel guest: Begu
am.

sum Motia Chowdhury, Minister for
Venue: Teacher-Student Centre (TSC) at DU campus.

culture,
me; 9:00

Seminar: The College of General Practitioners of
Bangladesh will hold a seminar on "Asthma”. Venue: College
premises al 215/A Outer Circular Road, Boro Moghbazar. Time:

9:00 am.

WVA meeting: The general meeting of Women's
voluntary Association (WVA) will be held. Venue: WVA

auditorium at House No 20.

Dhanmondi. Time: 10:00 am.

Rd No 16 (New), 27(0ld),

Conference: The 12th annual conference of the
Bangladesh Society of Ultrasmwgracrw will be inaugurated.
0

Chie

guest: Lt General Mohamme

or Uddin Khan PSC

(Retd). Minister for Seience and Technology. Venue: Hotel

Sonargaon. Time: 10:30 am.

Exhibition: A 2-week solo exhibition of Alinoor will be
inaugurated. Chiel guest: Rafiqun Nabi. Venue: Alllance
Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 5:30 pm.

1 Exhibition: The first solo painting exhibition by Maya,

an amateur artist will be inaugurated.

enue: Hotel Sheraton.

: 4 pm. :
ciﬁcpf guest: Chairman of Prime Bank Limited Nader Khan

will inaugurate the exhibition.

Some 32 pieces of work in oil
at the three-day exhibition.

by the artist will be on display

 Light rain likely

Light

to moderate rain or thundershowers may occure at

many places over Rajshahi division. at a few places over Sylhet

division and at one

or two places over Dhaka and Khulna

divisions and the regions of Comilla in next 24 hours till 6 pm

today. reports UNB.
\'yeather ma
elsewhere over

remain mainly dry
e country, the Met

with partly cloudy sky
[fice predicted.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 28.2 degree Celsius was
recorded at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 11.0 degrees at Jessore

and Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.46 pm and rises to-

morrow at 6.39 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in sonie major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min Morning Eveuiré

Dhaka 258 15.8 57
Chittagong 27.0 14.0 78 71
Rajshahi 21.7 14.8 %5 8
Khulna FEc 23R AR 3By A aid - 2
I Barisal - S UL Rt i e,
Svlhet 23.1 13.6 83 )
Cox's Bazar 282 4 150 67 76

General secretary of h'ensingh Press Club Mosha raf

Hossain handing over a cheque for Taka five thousanu to
Dr Sheikh Abdus Salam, Director General of the Press In-
stitute of Bangladesh (PIB) to the medical fund for
Rafiqul Islam Khandoker (Nasim), an official of the

institute on January 30 last.

R Bomb blast

From page 1
from the room. which included
some papers. curtain and parts
ol a broken TV.

Police picked up three per-
sons -- Motahar Howladar,
Ripon and Rizvi -- from the
fifth floor of the building. They
claimed that they were employ-
ecs of the party and were work-
ing as peons and messengers.

One Nasir. who claimed
himsell lo be a peon at the
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, said
he was sleeping when the ex-
plosion took place. Another
person. Latil. aged about 75. was
delained by Moti}elmel police
when he went to file a General
Diary after the explosion. QC
Mohsin said they were all
charged under Sections 3 and 4
ol the Explosives Act.

The body of Ismail was sent
o DMCH morgue for autopsy,
police said. |

A large contingent of police
kepl the entire area guarded.

At 4.45 pm, a large BNP pro-
cesslon approached the oflice,
chanting various anti-govern-
ment slogans but baton-wield-
ing policemen chased the yiro-
€esslonists. beating many of

At 5-30 pm, several BNP MPs
tried to enter the office but were
not allowed.

~ Obituary
Prof A B M Abdus Sattar,
former Principal of Barisal and

ihel Medical Colleges, died of
heart allment at Suhrawardy

Hospital iﬂtcrd ay afternoon,,

r
cpﬂw was admitted to hos-

3"‘1, th heart ailment on

anuary 6, family sources said.

i€ was 65, and Is survive ! by

his wife. two sons and (wo

ters.

- Fie was burled at the Mirpur

_ ml Gravey:é'gui’n the
evening, the sources )

. g ulkhwant will be held

18 179, East Kazipara res)-

;Fﬂ:.;ll ' prayers on Fril-

Opposition
,  From page 1

He hinted that there was no
possibility of a hartal before
the February 7 (Monday) pro-
granune. Fresh agitation pro-
grammes would be annnu‘nced
al the joint public meeting on
that day.

However. the BNP leader
said that there was possibility
ol a countrywide non-stop two-
day hartal or railroad blockade
programmes in the second week
of this month.

Announcement of another
combined procession by the op-
position MPs in the second
week of this month is also ex-
pected on Monday, he added.

The leader said top-notch
opposition leaders, includin
K‘Ij'laicda Zia, HM Ershad an
Matiur Rahman Nizami along
with their aldes held lcr}]%}hy
meeting at 29 Minto Road Tues-
day night and unanimously de-
cided to launch a militant
movement against the new
black law.

Jayalalitha

From page 1
She heads the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra

Kazghgam Party, a regional
party which has been part of
several national coalition gov-
ernments, Her decision to with-
draw her support led to the col-
lapse of Prime Minister Atal
Beharl Vajpayee's Hindu na-
tionalisi-led coalition In April
1999

She then aligned with the
Congress Par_l&. ledl Sonja
Gandhi, bul Vajpayee's coall-
tion was voted back to power.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazgham Parly, which cur-
rently heads the Tamil Nadu
government, filed six bribery
cases against her in 1996,

She has been acquitted In
two of the cases and she is fac-
ing trial in another three cases.
One of TE‘T relates to amassin
wealth roperty worth
million rupges (dirg 15.5 mil-

.over. but

— e o

Almos! a year has already
gone since the launching of the
projects lor resolving the low
gas-pressure problem in the
capital, but there is no headway
due to varfous hurdles. reports
UNB.

Titas, the gas supply com-
pany that operates in the capi-
tal. took up 7 projects early last
year to facilitate smooth gas
supply to the city-dwellers. Un-
der the projects, Titas is replac-
ing the thinner pipes with
thicker-cdiametre ones.

The stipulated time for
mmpleting these prntlccls Is

ar one, all the pro-
feets are still in implementa-
tion process.

The deadline was December
15 last year.

The seven projects are: Hotel
Sonargaon-New Model Degree
College Project, Godnail-
Panchabati Project., Rokeya

= News

Sarani Project, Panthapath-
Green Road Project. Loharpool
Area Project, Science Labora-
tory-Hatirpool Project and
Moghbazar Area Project.

Only the Hotel Snn%argaun-
New Model Degree College Pro-
ect has been completed and the

okeya Sarant Project will be
completed in next few days.

The Titas officials mainly
blamed the City Corporation
for delaying permission (or
digging roads to Install the
pipes. '

However, in many areas. It
has been alleged that the con-
tractors were obstructed by ex-
tortionists,

The city residents have been
facing low-pressure of gas
problem for a decade. The gas
crisis deepens every year during
(he winter as the demand ol gas’
increases heavily.

The main reason for the cri-

sis 1s that the supplying au-
thority did not change the sup-
ply pipelines while the domestic
connectlons shot up 30 per cent
during the period.

However, the Titas authori-
(les hlamed the city fathers for
the erisis, and also related it
with the high-rise bulldings,
commercial and industrial
plants in the residential areas
and of course the illegal connec-
Lions.

"Planners did not think
about high-rise buildings while
planning installation of pipes
lwo (o three decades back.” said
a senior officer of the Planning
Department of Titas,

The other reasons are in-
ability of the thinner pipes to
meet the excess demand, non-

.cleansing of the old pipes (hat

are [illed with dirt over the
years and excess use during the
winler season,

| No early solution in sight to city's
~ low-gas pressure problem

Demand of gas always
shoots up during winter season
because of the diversified do-
mestic uses of gas. "There are
many families who even dry up
their cloths on gas fire," said
the Titas olficial.

Compared to a demand of
2350 crore cuble feet, the nor-
mal supply of gas in the capital
{s only 1800 crore cubic feet.

“If these projects are com-
pleted, Titas will be ablgto sup-
ply more than the present de-
mand." said the official.

He said if all the old pipes
are not replaced soon, the prob-
lem would not be solved because
of the thinner pipes in the lanes
and by-lanes.

"Everyday. new people arc
constructing new multi-storied
buildings thus bringing ncw in-
habitants in the area adding to
the pressures on Titas connec-
tions.” he said.
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Some buses, through short of passengers, plied on the st:uets.yestﬂrd{‘l}*‘ d
called by the four party alliance. This picture was taken from city's Gulistan arca.

BPC's clarification

Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
porationt (BPC) in a clarifica-
fion on a' news headlined "BPC
by passes bidding” published in
The Daily Star on January 28,
denied any scope of "underhand
dealing by Lhe high ups ol BPC"
in the diesel purchase procc-
dure.

The clarification further
said that, under a state to stale
deal, BPC was currently negoti-
ating with ADNOC, UALE over
the purchase of diesel anc no
deal was finalised and main-
tainecd that the price offer of
ADNOC in this regard was
found competitive.

"However, some terms and

~conditions proposed by ADNOC

for refined petroleum products
were found very unfavourable
for BPC. To bridge-up the differ-
ences of terms and conditions
of ADNOC, negotiations are
still going on between BPC &
ADNOC regarding procurement
of relined petroleum products,”
the clarification added.

"ADNOC sells its’' products
on bi-lateral basis at Govern-
ment Selling Price (GSP). Il
does not participate in
international tenders now.," it
added.

BPC has been purchasing
Murban Crude Oil from ADNOC
under annual term sales con-
tract at GSP since 1974,

In '98, BPC took initiative to
procure 6 lakh metric tonn~s of
Murban Crude from ADN )C.
But ADNOC refused to sign the
annual term contract for that
year. However, it continued to
supply the crude on spot basis
till April '99 when ADNOC in-

'formed BPC that it was unable

to supply the crude further due
to 10 per cent cut imposed by
OPEC.

Bangladesh then tried to
pursue ADNOC to continue the
supply of Murban Crude. As a
result. ADNOC agreed to supply
4 lakh tonnes of the crude E:sr
the period of July-December '99
on the condition that BPC

would have to bny relined
pelioleum products from 2000.

BI'C is continuing negotia-
tions with ADNOC in order o
rclax some terms and condi-
tions ever since.,

'‘BNP, its allies
out to create
anarchy'

CHITTAGONG, Feb 2: Chit-
tagong Cily Awam! Jubo League
convener Syed Mahmudul Huq
and joinl cenvencrs Chandan
Dhar, Mashiur Rahman and
Shaflque Adnan loday con-
demned city BNP leaders’ move
to involve Jubo League and
Chhatra League activists in
bomb explosion in BNP office at
Nasimon Bhaban on Tuesday,
reports BSS.

" In a statement today the
sald the explosion at BN
Nasimon Bhaban olffice oc-
curred when Its activists were
making bombs for using them
during hartal.

BNP and its allles are out to
create anarchy and [rustrate
the government efforts to im-
plement massive development

rogrammes, they sald, adding
hat Jubo Dal activists were
gmN:;F bombs on the directives

BNF leaders. ,

A young man being taken into police yesterday. Police arrested people from
alliance procession at Bijoynagar in the afternoon, for no apparent reason, it

by party activists.

x

K
e A R b v
i ”

A i " b .

T M g : e 3

o e R ot poasn . 3
k e }1 e - . o SRR P . 2 e

uring the first day of the 36-hour shutdown

— Star photo

il o
..........

o /.

L i, S ¥ ; ! Y .*,.'_' ol 5 A
A__« P = e S bl i, e
LN et S L« et "

R SR . i e :

the 4-party
was alleged
— Star photo

------

Two children sit on the steps of a closed shop at Bangabandhu Avenue during the hartal

hours yesterday, The shops of the market

remained closed.

— Star photo

;Opposition parties encouraging terrorists'

Awami League leaders yes-
terdlay sald the opposition po-
litical parties are encouraging
lerrorists, extortionisls,
women repressors, thleves and
dacoils by calling hartal to re-
sist the Public Safely Bill, re-
ports BSS.

BNP and its allies are oppos-
ing the bill at a time when law-

makers passed an ellective law

to check terrorism, extortion,
snatching and dacoity and en-
suring security of public life.
they sald at a rally at Paltan
Maldan.

The rally was held to protest
36-hour hartal, called by the
BNP-led opposition lor creating
terrorism and anarchy.

Organised by Dhaka City
Awani League, the rally was

*‘ T .

addressed, among others, by
Awami League Acting President
and Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Awami League
Presidium Member and Food
Minister Amir Hossain Amu,
Presidium Member and Indus-
tryv Minister Tofall Ahmed. Or-
L:.;;HHHHH.!, Secretary and Home
Minister Mohanunad Nasim,
Avriculture and Cooperatives
Secretary and Agriculture Min-
ister Bepgum Motla Chowdhury,
Pulilicity and Publications Sec-
retary Abdul Mannan, Dhaka
City Awami League General
Secretary and Slate Minister
for Shipping Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya, Ollice Secre-
tary Siddikur Rouf Khan and
Pankal Debnath. Dhaka City
Al Vice-President Reazuddin

Ahmed presided over the rally.

Relerring to the BNP Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia's
cleclaration at a business con-
lerence to call frequent hartals
to creale a deadlock situation
and oust the elected government
al any cost, the leaders said this
proved that BNP had no confi-
dence in the Constitution and
parliamentary democracy.

In lact their (opposition’s)
am is to protect the killers of
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and to go lo power through
backdoors, they sald.

The AL leaders gave a clarion
call to resist the conspiracies of
(the evil forces who are
unleashing a reign of terror and
anarchy. -
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Oppoiéition

From page )
Chittagong cily office on Tues-
dav alternoon.

Terming the recently en-
acted Public Salety (Special
Provisions) Act a repressive
law, the BNP leader sald the
annrnmcnt had gone for the
aw 1o save (tselfl from the pub-
lle wrath for repression on the
opposition. "The Awami League
wernl for the Special Powers Act
with the same intention, but
that lailed to protect it. In the

same way, the PSA would not be
able to keep it in gower.”

The BNP-led opposition
called the hartal to protest en-
actment ol the controversial
PSA.

Referring to the government
claim that the PSA would not be
used for political gains,
Bhulyan sald, "The party made
similar promises while enact-
ing the SPA in 1974. But some
40,000 opposition activists
were arrested under the law un-
til August 1975. Even the gov-
ernment of Sheikh Hasina has
arrested 10,700 opposition ac-
tivists in 1999 only.”

Noting that ‘almost all sec-
tions of the society and the
press have already criticised
the law’, Bhuiyan ‘once again'
called upon the government to
scrap the ‘anti-people’ law, "The
only solution to the present
crises lies in announcing fresh
national polls and handing
over power lo a caretaker ad-
ministration.”

Giving an account of police
alrocity an the opposition ac-
livists during hartal hours, the
BNP leader said police swooped
on processions across the
country and arrested hundreds
ol opposition activists.

City BNP leader Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka told newsmen that
some 200 activists were ar-
rested in the capital alone,
adding he was ‘yet to get a com-
plete {:nrlure'. He demanded
Iimmediale release of his ac-
Livisls,

Jatiya Party leader Mostafa
Jamal Haider. Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Kamruzzaman and Is-

lami Olkkya Jole Jeader Masud
Khan also spoke at the briefling.

They said that none of their
party activists were arrested
during yesterday's hartal. All of
them, however, condemned ‘the
government's bid to tarnish the
image of the opposition by
planting bombs inside the BNP
ollices.’

Meanwhile, UNB adds:
Bhuiyan said the government
started new process of bombing
party offices to foil the current

BJP

From page 1
member panel to review the
constitution was taken at a cab-
inet meeling.

The commission, likely to be
headed by former Chief Justice
of India M N Venkatach, “will
examine in the light of the last
50 vears as to how best the con-
stitulion can respond to the
changing needs ol an efficient,
smooth and ellective system of
governance, and socio-eco-
nomic development ol modern
India within the framework ol
parliamentary democracy.”
Parliamentary Allairs Minis-
ter Pramod Mahajan.

The cabinet decision comes
in the backdrop of the opposi-
tion led by Congress charge that
the “hidden agenda”™ of the BJP

is to “salfronise™ the constitu-
Lion
Lasl week. President

Narayanan and Vajpayee had
sharply dillered on the review-
ing ol the constlitution.

Cautioning against changing
the basic character of the con-
stitution, Narayanan had said,
“We have o consider whether it
is the Constitution that has
failed or whether it is we who
have [ailed the constitution.”

Vajpayee. on the other hand.
defended the government move
saving, “even the mightiest
forts need repair.”

The ruling BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance does not
have two-thirds majority in the
l.ok Sabha needed to approve
constitution amendments.

Mahajan said the commis-
sion would talk to political
parties before submitting its
recommendations. The recom-
mendations will be tabled in

arliament for through debate,
ﬁt‘ added.

image

moverent.

He sald before hartal there Is
an instruction to the party ac-
tivists Lo leave party office be-

fore 9 pm to escape police arrest

and take preparations in the re-
spective areas for successful en-
forcement of strike.

Similarly on Tuesday the
BNP office was empty by 9 pm.
Some offlice staffers who used 1o
stay in the office permanently
were there.

Early Wednesday, at 3 am,
Abdul Latif, 76, a retired army
subedar who is caretaker of the
BNP office. slept on the fifth
floor. He woke up follm
big bang and went to the
and found smoke on the
floor of the office.

"Looking downwards Latif
saw a band of terrorists. num-
bering 15-20, running towards
the west of the party building
chantlng indecent slogans
against BNP chairperson and
hartal,” Bhulyan told newsmen.

He sald police detained Ab-
dul Latif while he, along with a
lawyer, went to rc%lstcr a gen-
eral diary with Motijheel thana
at 3:30 pm yesterday.

The BNP leader all
lice kept them sitting for one
and half an hours in the thana.
"At first, police refused to take
the GD."

He demanded immediate re-
lease of the arrested activisis of
BNP, including Latif. Police ar-
resied two people from the party
office in the morning. he said.

Replying to a question,
Bhuiyan denied that the bomb
victim was a BNP activist.

"We don't know whether
anyone has died. We have never
heard the name.” he told a re-
porter.

The BNP secretary general
condemned police cordons put
up around the party central of-
fice in the evening.

ed po-

Hartal
From page |

city. The ruling Awami League
also brought out processions
condemning the hartal,

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ports from Chittagong: A jeep
carrving the Deputy Commis-
sioner
came under bomb attack at
about 10.30 am. He escaped un-
hurt but his jeep was darnaued
badly. police said

Hand-made bombs were ex-
ploded in different parts of the
port cily, including Chawk-
bazar and Stadium areas. All
sorts of transport except rick-
shaws remained off the roads.
But loading and unloading of
cargo al Chittagong Port were
normal. port sources said.

Our Stalf Correspondent
adds from Khulna: Normal life
in the city was disrupted due to
the hartal. But production in
mills and factories and loading

and unloading of cargo at
Mongla Porl continued as
usuil. -

Our. Rajshiahi Correspondent
Unidentified persons re-
moved the rail track at Ra-
jshahi University station ves-
terday morning in the lirst
hours of the hartal.

Al least 11 students were in-
jured in sporadic clashes and
chase and counter- chase be-
tween police and activists of
pro-BNP Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) at the main entrance
ol RU during hartal.

All educational institutions
remained closed and businees
activities came to a halt

All modes of transports ex-
cept a small number of few
rickshaws kept off the roads.

Leaders and activists of BNP.
JP and Jaamat brought out sep-
arate processions in different
areas ol the city and held rallies
to make the hartal success,

Our Narayanganj Corre-
spondent reports: The first day
of the 36-hour hartal passed off
peacelully in the district. Ac-
livists ol both the ruling and
the opposition parties remained
inactive during the hartal.
Vehicular movement to and
from Naravanganj remained
suspended . But ready-made
garment (RMG) factories and
Adomjee Juate Mills operated.

Our Sirajganj Correspondent
adds: Six persons were injured
in a clash between police and
pro-hartal activists at Kedon
Sardar crossing in the town at
about 8 am
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» The Institution of Engineers, Bangldesh
Headquarters : Ramna, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Mechanical Engineering Division

Sixth Annual Paper Meet (APM) and
International Conference on

Mechanical Engineering in the 21st Century

Date : 17-19 February, 2000 (Shifted from 27-29 January, 2000)
Registration : 16 February, 2000, 10 AM-8.30 PM at IEB HQs
Venue : I[EB Headquarters, Ramna, Dhaka

Registration Fee :

Int’ I Authors & Delegates- US $ 100,

Bangladeshi Delegates- Tk. 1000, Accompanying spouse (Int" |

Delegates)-US $ 50.

An exhibition will be arranged concurrently with the APM and
International conference. For stall booking please conract the

persons mentioned below.

On behalf of the Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh and
Mechanical Engineering Division of IEB, I am pleased to invite
engineers, technologists, academics, researchers and interested
professionals from home and abroad to participate in the
SIXTH APM AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. The
engineering institutions and organisations are also requested 1o
send their strong delegations to the conference.

Engr. A.N.H. Akhtar Hossain

Honorary General Secretary

For details please contact :

I. Engr.M. Saifullah, FIE (B), Secretary, Mechanical

Engineering Division,

2. Engr. Khondaker Liaquat Ali, AEO (Training), IEB
Tel - 880-2-9566336, 9559485 (IEB), 9110014 (OfM),

011850435 (private)

Fax : 880-2-9562447 E-mail : ieb@bangla.net,

saifnoor @bdonline.com
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