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| National Poetry Festival Opens
e e -
2y Cultural Correspondent _

. HE appeal of poetry is uni-
i versal. and for the
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Poetry Comes Alive at The Poetry Festival

Bangalis poelry is a magic
potion that throughout the ages
has Inspired the nation in all
its national movements and
greal historic occasions. The
amount of emotion and ecstasy
surrounding the two-day
annual poetry festival which is
being held in February
coinciding the month of our
national glory is a testament to
our passion for poetry.

As usual organized by the
National Poetry Council. the
poetry festival, is taking place
at its traditional venue, on the
campus of the Dhaka Univer-
sity.

Though the festival
scheduled to be inaugurated by
the pre-cminent poet ol the
couniry Shamsur Rahman in
absence the opening was per-

formed by National Professor

Kabir Chowdhury who hoisted
the national flag in the melody
of the national anthem. But the
alling poet, being compelled by
the inclination he feels to the
festival, came to the spot and
performed the Inauguration

once again. 1
“Let poetry triumph in the
light of the mother tongue” — is

the slogan of the on-going festi-
val. Poets, both young and old.
from home and abroad arrived
at the centre to participate in
the festival. Among the most
prominent poets were Shamsur
Rahman, Nirmalendu Gunn,
Rafique Azad, Rafiqullah Khan,
Sunil Gangopadhaya.
Samarendra Seagupta. Druba-
jyoti Bandopadhaya. Chan-
drakanta Murasing, Joydev
Bashu., Mandakrantra Sen.
Shebonti Ghosh, Ratul De-
vbormon, Stephen Muldoon.

In his inaugural speech poel
Shamsur Rahman, upholding
the role played by the poels in
shaping the national history,
said that "Though it goes
against the nature of the poets
who are basically loners. they

' ' ook active part in the move-
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row pointing at the fact that
‘the nation is now in the grip of
fundamentalists and religious
fanatics.” He called upon the
poels to come [orward sponta-
neously to rescue the country
(rom these dark forces.

Reading out the declaration.
Sayed Shamsul Haque said that
something novel and fresh
should be initiated in every sec-
tor so that “"the world may be-
come a place more enriched,
peacelul, and developed in every
field “. About poetry Haque ob-
served "Poetry assumes the sub-
tlest expressions and remote
signals of language and de-

The artists singing at the National Poetry Festival

corner of the world be illumi-
nated in the light of poetry.”

Samudra Gupta, the joint-
convener of the festival, in his
address, said in his usual opti-
mistic note, "The poetry festi-
val, surmounting many oosta-
cles. has stepped into Its 14th
year, and now we can announce
with considerable conlid nce
that it will make its centel.ary
as smoothly as it is enjoying its
present success in our cultural
firmament.”

"In spite of the despondency,
frustration, uncertainty, and
grief that exist in the society,
there is no cause for succumb-

Gupta.

Highlighting the recognition
of the 21st February as the In-
ternational Mother Language
Day. the convener of the Na-
tional Poetry Festival Council-
2000 Rabiul Hussain said, " po-
etry is a constant companion to
men in both well and woe. As
long as persecution, maltreat-
ment., despicable intentions.
poverty, starvation, anti-demo-
cratic activities exist in the na-

tional. social and personal life,

poetry will work as the so ‘rce
of salvation.” He also expresses
the hope that the festival wili
one day proclaim itsell as an
internationally celebrated one.

The Joint-Secretary ol the

said, "The poets are always con-
scious of the sovereignty of the
motherland and also of dreams
and aspirations of her people”.
The president of the council
Belal Chowdhury sald,"The zeal
and enthusiasm that is ob-
served surrounding this memo-
rial poetry festival is rare in the
whole world,"

The second session of poetry
recitation coinmenced in the af-
ternoon and many poels from
different parts of the land re-
cited many poems. Their recilal
was really worth hearing.
Mother tongue. 2'sl February.
dedication for the motherland,
pangs and problems of modern
life — these were the main

~ Star Photo By Amran Hossain

Beside these, some funny and
laughter -inspiring objects of
life, bond between individuals,
dreams, aspirations etc had
made room in some of the po-
ems.
One, occupying a seat in the
festival, while listening to the
recitation, not only enjoys the
mellifluous language replete
with rich imagery, but also
knows about the numerous
ways of looking at a thing, at
life from various perspectives.
The fluctuation in tone and
mood at the recitation creates a
kind ol unidentified sensation
within. One's attention is easily
arrested by the heart-touching
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Rickshaw Painting in A New Light

| Alinoor’s exhibition on Rickshaw Painting begins [from
February 4 at the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2000

Born in 1939 in Dinajpur,
Alinoor started his painting
life in 1956, His father was a
government officer and his
mother was taking care of his
four sisters and four brothers.
When in secondary school until
class 9, he always had the best
mark in drawing. He developed
his talent alone, until he met
his master, Gulfam, in Dhaka
al twenly years old. His master
who has passed away, was a
banner painter and film deco-
rator. Alinoor came to rick-
shaw. bus, truck and babytaxi
painting later to make a living
when a rickshaw mistri discov-
ered him. Alinoor is married
(1965) and has 2 sons and 3
daughters. Manju, his son and
Nasima. his daughter are con-
tinuing the rickshaw painting
job. He was the first to introduce
the format of the rickshaw
plates. red on each side of the
painting with the mistri name.
His favourites are village and
city scenes. He was one of the
five masters that painted rick-
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shaw plates before the indepen-
dence of the country. It is the
reason why the liberation
scenes depicting the liberation
scenes and the father of the na-
tion Bangabondu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman are so excellent,

If it was not for the sake of
bringing resources to his fam-
ily, Alinoor would spend his
time as a full-time painter
rather than painting serles of
rickshaw plates: painting is his
passion. Asked, what he will do
when rickshaw will be phased
out, he says that he has still
some orders. But he expects that
he will be able to sell some or-
ders. But he expects that he will
be able to sell his painting by
doing exhibitions.

Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka discovered him when
doing ils research on rickshaw
painting. When doing its re-
search on rickshaw painting.
Alinoor was the first to perceive
the interest in this project and
has been very instrumental in
viving it momentum.
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A painting by Alinoor
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ment against autocratic forces.”  sires.” He concluded by express- ing (o these as long as poets melody and rhythms of com-
He also expressed his deep sor-  ing his optimism that “Let every live.” concluded Samudra “Council, Mohammad Samad themes of most of the poems. posed words.
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