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S'nahar Hall
sports on
Friday

DU Correspondent

The annual sports competi-
tion of Shamsunnahar Haﬁeuf
Dhaka University will be held
on Friday at the Central Sports
Ground of the university.

State Minister for Textile A
K M Jahangir Hossain will in-
augurate the event in the morn-

FGY BELEASNG

Chancellor of DU Prof Shah:ad

Ali will be present as the special |

| innings

guest

St Gregory’s

annual sports
Sports Reporter

_ The annual sports of Saint
Gregory's High School will be
held at the school ground in
Laxmibazar in the city next
Friday morning. k

; f}regnrlan and Editor ol
Daintk Sangbad Ahmedul
Kabir will attend the occasion

aﬁihtl’ﬂﬁﬂ;m,[
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M'singh Cricket
MYMENSINGH, Feb 1:

Shapla Krira Chakra defeated
Asit Metnorial club by 5 wickets
in the Beg Rim Premier Division
cricket league here today. re-
poris UNB. ‘

Batling first. Asit Memorial
scored 187 for six in 38 overs
with Mithy making an un-
beaten 49 and Rabin 38 runs.

Sohel captured two wickets

conceding 41 runs.
f l? reply, Shapla reached 189
or live wickets in 35.5 overs
with Nadim scoring 55 runs
and Selim unbéaten %B.

Tty took 1§ pa
e wo wickets for 33

b
Kournikova’s
w ]
solid start
. TOKYO, Feh l: Russian Anna
mni!twa ecased her way past
CEs Anne-Gaelle Sidot in

the (irst found of the Pan-Pa-

flm'pgm on Tuesday with a
mha*:’- 6-2 win, reports

Num
kova hdhk:t five seed Kourni-

gan Lo be on top of her
mlllio;' She opened the $1.08
disp] ournament with a tidy
fm.z]ay of slrong groundstrokes
& M couldn’ the court.
better poa L Nave wighed for a
fesult, Kournikova said.

Observers of the
International
Cricket Council
{(1ICC) privately ex-
pressed their con-
cem over the ma-
nagemen!t mechanism of the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
recently,

The world cricket's govern-
ing body is not at all happy with
the way cricket is being man-
aged here by the Board. The lo-
cal authority was even told
what it needed to do before con-
sidering itself as an eligible
Test candidate, reliable sources
said,

Recent course of events in
cricket arena exposed BCB's
sheer Inefliciency in handlin
cdomestic matters and total lac%(
ol professionalism in co-ordi-
nating international affairs.

The Board is expected to
maintain liaison round the
year with international cricket
administrators. But. the lack of
proficiency, professionalism
and dedication of local man-
agers have rather brought this
once-disciplined organisation
into disrepute. raising doubts
and disbelief in the mind of in-
lemational executives.

Weaknesses of the Board in
its present administration was
highly evident when a three-
member inspection team of the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) and an international
cricket team. Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC), arrived in
Bangladesh recently.

The ICC observers-- former
Test players Nasimul Ghani of
Pakistan. Andy Pycroft of Zim-
babwe and Graham Dowling of
New Zealand-- came to assess
the latest stale of overall
cricket here belore giving their

verdict on Bangladesh's plea for

Test status.

Needless to mention, this
tour was a very significant one
s far as Bangladesh cricket
was concerned. As these [CC
facl-linders were to submit an
inspection report upon which

Managers in the dock

Hasan Masood

ICC. in its Management Com-
mittee meeting in Singapore
early this month. would fi-
nalise its primary recommen-
dation (or rejection).

Some of these gentlemen
even ook the trouble of sendin
as many as six faxes to the BC
asking for an (tinerary of their
seven-day tour. As per the nor-
mal custom, it is the host Board
which should provide itinerary
and do the groundwork before-
hand. Much to their utter sur-
prise, none of the Board offi-
cials concerned did even bother
{o reply to any one ol those
faxes. let alone seeking apolo-
gies. Two of their important
days went down the drain as the
sel(-busy BCB officials could fi-
nally come up with an iUnerary
two days after their arrival in
the capital.

MCC's chief of cricket Tony
Dodemaide had had the similar
experience. As fax communica-
tion proved useless with the
BCB, Dodemaide had to come
over here to confirm the MCC
tour all by himself.

However. these tourists
would have found some conso-
lation had they knew that the
BCB also does not even bother
prepare any work schedule for
its Director of Development.

On completion of their trip,
ICC inspectors however ex-
pressed their satisfaction over
the infrastructure and the play-
ing standard of Bangladesh. Al-
though they assured that they
were going to submit a positive
report, but the team seemed
pretty upset with the adminis-
{rative set-up and the operation
of the Board.

They were also found par-
ticularly unhappy with the way
the Board dealt with cricketers
during the last couple of
months (which was marked by
cricketers’ boycott). Caring the
national cricketers should be
the prime objective of the
Board, they observed. What
worried them more was the in-
auspicious influence of the
clubs over the Board.

Ay

Email: dssports @hdonline.com
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Acmrdlng{ to a knowledge-
able source, the ICC [act-finders
made some vital suggestions to
BCB boss Saber Hossain
Chowdhury regarding Lthe
needed reformation of the BCB
to bring more professionaism
and dynamism in its activities,

The team Is reported to have
asked Saber to overhaul the
Board, keeping fewer but effi-
cient members (o run the show.
A few standing committees--
Management, Marketing, Selec-
tion and Development, with the
help of a chiel executive ollicer
should run the Board, they
opined.

Interestingly, the Board did
have the suggested set-up previ-
ously with Tanjib Ahsan Saad
operating as a pald executive
secrelary, Saad was then per-
forming commendably but de-
cided to quit the job under the
pressure of some vested quar-
ters led by non-cricketers and
lew opportunists. Presently,
two BCB Joint secretaries--
Mahmud Ul Haq and former
national footballer Dewan
Safiul Arefin, have been
‘managing’ all sorts of crucial
cricket allairs.

Meanwhile, the ICC .ob-
servers also asked the Board to
art ways with club cricket,
hey felt. the club associations
should run the club cricket and
the Board has got nothing to do
with that. Clu

in the Board must have to be
stopped for the sake of national
interest. They are alleged to
have advised the Board only to
run cricket at national levels
with the help of six regional
headquarters. BCB was also
asked to bring the national
cricketers under pay role, thus
not alluwinE them to play
cricket at club levels.

The Board has to fulfil those
criteria Lo strengthen its claim
for Test rank. And one only can
hope that the Board will act
sensibly and timely on the rec-
ommendation of ICC observers.
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Div I cricket
[Lalmatia fly
on Onkar

Sports Reporter

An all-round performance
rom Onkar Krishan propelied
almatia Club to a 28-run win
over Uttara Sporting Club in a
First Division cricket league
match played at the Dhan-
mondi Cricket Stadium yester-

day

Brief Scores
Lalmatia Club: 229 for 5 in 50
overs | Bablu 90, Onkar 83:
Humavyun 2/20, Mahfuz 2/34)
Uttara SC: 201 all out in 47.5
overs ( Mahfuz 49, Rana 30,
Shipon 26: Onkar 4/31,

Asif active in the city

Sports Reporter

profile official of
the International
| Cricket Council
| (ICC). arrived in

—‘ Asif Igbal, a high

Shimul 3/29])

| who

Ing as the chiel 711est. Pro-Vice |

Onkar scored a palient 83 to
help Lalmatia score a com-
manding 229 for 5 in the stipu-
lated 50 overs. Onkar then went
on to capture four wickets to
bundle out Uttara for 201 in

47.5 overs.

Coming in to bat at number
three with Lalmatia at 13 for
one in the second over, Onkar
shared a 1 75-run second wicket

pal T|i+'*r--.h|}| with Upener B.‘lhhl. |

'he partnership was broken
42nd over when Bablu.
orecd highest 90, was
trapped leg before wicket by
Humavun Kabir. In his 1 38-ball
Bablu hammered six
bhoundaries.

On the other hand, Onkar
faced 130-ball lor his 83 which
included four fours.

After dominating with the
al
claiming four wickets in the
second session. He conceded 31
runs from his 8.5 overs.

He was duly helped by
Shimul, who captured three
wickets for 29 runs from his 10
{]'i'.'(* I"‘

For Uttara. captain Mahfuz,
who led Dhaka M-*Irﬂpts]llan
Flevier dpanst MCC Iin a I(.H_ll'“
dav match last month., scored
highest 49,

mensingh

Onkar bowled his heart out,

a | the city yesterday
to work out the details of a day-
night limited-overs match
between Asia Eleven and the
Rest of the World Eleven.

The game, expecting to pre-
sent a galaxy of stars, will be
held at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium on April 8 to
mark “ICC Cricket Week"
across the world for the year
2000.

The former Pakistan cap-
tain, who is also the event
manager of the one-off extrava-
ganza, had a detailed discussion
with State Minister for Youth
and Sports Obaidul Quader yes-
terday.

A representative of the
TransWorld International,
Miss Issywood, is accompany-
ing Asif during his two-day
visit in the city.

The renowned America-
based broadcasting company
won the right to cover the

Schools Cricket

MYMENSINGH, Feb 1: My-
Zilla School and
Sherpur GK Pilot School
reached the [inal of the inter-
school cricket competition here
today. reports UNB.

Sherpur PRilot beat Ne-
trakona Anjuman School by 31
runs in the [irst semifinal.

Batting first. the winners
made 107 all out and in reply.

Anjuman School were bowled
out lor 76 runs.

In the second semifinal.
Mymensingh Zilla School out-

played Kishoreganj Karimganj

High School L:/v nine wickets,
Batting first, Karimganj

scorcel 82 all out.

In reply, Mymensingh Zilla

easily reached the target of 83
losing only one wicket.

match
President of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury and general
secretary Syed Ashraful Hagq
were also present in the meet-
ing. Quader assured Asif of all
ossible cooperation including
Eoldlng of a grand opening cer-

emony.
Although the BCB remained
tight-lipped about the financial
aspect of the match, Ashraful

|
i

i i i e e

ASIE TQBAL
sald that BCB would not entail
any monetary coslt excepl en-
suring security arrangements.
The BCB general secretary said
that the I%C would bear all the
expenses. It was not clear how-
ever who would bear ceremo-
nial cost.

*The host Board will receive
the gate money”. said Ashraful.
But he did not elaborated.
Ashraful however said that

there would be a lot of prize
money on offer. He also claimed
that the leading crickelers of
the world would feature in the
match. Regarding the prospect
of our local players to play in
the game Ashraful appeared
skeptical.
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Argentine U-23 booters jog during a practice session in Londrina on January 31. Argentina
take on eternal rivals Brazil in a second round match of the Sydney 2000 Olympics
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Tanima takes

solo lead
Sports Reporter

Title aspirant Tanima
Parveen earned a solo lead in
the: 21st National Women's
Chess Championship despite
being forced to a draw by Ma-
suda Begum in the sixth round
yesterday.

In a marathon six-hour long
encounter, Tanima, the former
two-time champion, played
with white against the Modern
Defence of Masuda and accepted
the draw after 61 moves.

With the draw, Tanima
raised her tally to five points,
half a point more than Syeda
Shabana Parveen Nipa who was
also at the top with Tanima be-
fore the start of the round.

Nipa suffered her first defeat
of the championship to Zakia
Sultana and remained stuck to
her previous collection of four
and a half points.

Playing with black pl-ces
against the Queen Pawn c(:j]wm
ing of Zakia, Nipa surrendered
after 41 moves. Zakia, with yes-
terday's win, joined Nipa in the
second position with the same
number ol points.

In the day’s other matches,
Nazrana Khan (4 points) de-
feated Afroza Haque Chowd-
hury (0] and Jahanara Haque
Runu (3.5) beat Firoza Haque

Chowdhury (.5).
The other match between
defending champion Rani

Hamid (3.5) and Syeda Afsana
Parveen Nira (2) was going on
till filing of this report.

No matches will be played

Scene from the 21st national women's chess championship yesterday.

— Star photo

today or tomorrow. The seventh |
round will begin on Friday at |

2:30 pm.
More longer
cricket on

the cards

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Cricket Board

(BCB) plans to hold a three-day

and ‘a four-day match this
month among the leading
cricketers of the country in a
bid to continue with the process
of aclimatising them with the
demands of the longer version
ol the game.

The three-dayer will be held
at the Banganbandhu National
Stadium from February 7 while
the four-day game will start at
the same venue from February
11.

The teams for the three-day
match will be announced next
Friday while the teams for the
four-day match will be an-
nounced later.

The process will continue af-
ter the Premier Division cricket
league which starts in the city
[rom February 17.

The national selectors ‘vill,
however, keep on watching
their performances during the
league.

Khagra¢hhari
sports end

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 1: The
four-day National Schools’and

Madrassah Championship
ended at the local stadium here
on Sunday.

The events included cricket,
volleyball, badminton and
athletics.

Khagrachhari Government

High School lifted the inter-
school cricket title defeating
Di;.v,l'hinala thana team in the fi-
nal.

Mahalchhari thana team
clinched the boys' volleyball
event beating Khagrachhari
sadar teamn. The Khagrachhari
Girls’ High School were de-
clared winners unopposed.

Razia Sultana bagged the
girls’ badminton singles crown
Later, she paired with runner
up Apaisu to claim the doubles.

Khagrachhari sarder an-
nexed the athletics champli:
onship.

Badminton
course

An 18-day badminton
training camp, organised by
Bangladesh Badminton Federa

tion, opened at the Wooden

Floor Gistinasium in the city

vesterdav 1oports UNB.
General sccretary of Bangla-

cdesh Foothall Federation Haru-
nur Rashid inaugurated the
camp. Secretary general ol
Bangladesh Olympic Associa-
tion Jalar Imam was present.

Smith stays at
Hampshire

LONDON, Feb 1: Hampshire's
veleran batsman Robin Smith
on Monday agreed to sign a new
four-year contract which could
keep him at the county ¢lub un-
til he is 40, reports .

Smith, who made his first
class debut for Hampshire in
1982, has scored over 16,000
runs for the club and became
captain two seasons ago as a
replacement for John Stephen-
SON.

Hampshire's director of
cricket Tim Tremlett said:
"We're delighted Robin has
agreed (o sign a new contract at
the end of some recent negotia-
tlons. He has been an outstand-
ing servant for this club.”

Smith will work with Trem-
lett and new Hampshire coach
Jimmy Cook. the former South
African batsman, who was ap-
pointed earlier this month to
replace the late Malcolm Mar-
shall.

First final at MCG today

MELBOURNE, Feb
l: One-day kings
Australia are set
for a rousing sho-
wdown against

s gutsy  Pakistan
when the first game of the tri-
<eries linal is played here on
Wednesday. reports AFP.

The replay of the World Cup
[inal last June promises a
cricketing feast as the unpre-
dictable but brilliant Pakista-
nis attempt to halt the Aus-
tralian juggernaut,

Steve Waugh's home team
are clear favourites to wrap up
the best-of-three finals after

winning seven matches in a row

in the preliminary league that
also featured India.

But Pakistan, eager 1o
avenge the humillating eight-
wicker loss in the World Cup fi-
nal at Lord's. will not be short

— e -

WASIM AKRAM

ol inspiration at the Melbourne

cricket :r(‘rlliluf.
It was al

led by Imran Khan and includ-
ing current players

England

Pakistani coach

the same venue
eight years ago that Pakistan,

\ Wasim
Akram and Inzamam-ul Haq,
won Lthe World Cup final against

Intikhab

Pakistan seek revenge

B

Alam rated the present team a
stronger bowling side, and pre-
dicted a few surprises were in
slore lor Australian supporters.

The way these boys have
started batting and the way they
have played in the series makes
me conlident we can win the fi-
nals.” Intikhab said.

Pakistan. blanked 3-0 in the
Tesl series in October-Novem-
ber. beal Australia in their
opening one-day clash at Bris-
bane on January 9.

But Akram's men lost their
next three games against the

hoslts. reaching the finals with

a 3-1 record against arch-rivals

India

The tourists have been
boosted by the return of in-form
allrounder Abdur Razzaq, who
missed the game against India
al Perth last Friday with a
thigh injury.

Razzaq will replace either
Azhar Mahmood or Waqar
Younis, while off-spinner
Saqlain Mushtaq will d:‘s’lodgif
his understudy Shoaib Mali
from the side that played in
Perth

Australia, meanwhile, find
themselves burdened with an
embarrassment of riches as
they strive to increase their 20
malch winning streak from the
last 22 one-dayers.

One of the all-rounders An-
drew Symonds and Shane Lee
may have to sit out to accom-
modate a three-pronged pace at-
tack of Glenn McGrath, Damien
Fleming and Brett Lee.

If both Symonds and Shane
Lee play, then either Fleming or
Brett Lee will be dropped

It's a scenario that pleases
caplain Steve Waugh. "It's a
dream to have so many in-form
people to choose from,” he said.

Waugh dismissed Akram's
claim that Australia will be un-
der pressure in the finals, say-
ing the Pakistanis were under-
estimating the mental strength
of his team.

Akram can thing what he
likes, what happens on the field

is more important," Waugh
sald, reminded of a similar psy-
chological ploy by the Pak-
istani captain before the World
Cup final.

“We have done better than
Pakistan over the last year. so |
ain not worried.

‘Each game is important to
us. What we have done in the
last seven matches counts for
nothing if we lose the next two
or three.

The second final will be
played at the Sydney cricket
ground on Friday, and the
third, if necessary, at the same
venue on Sunday.

TEAMS
AUSTRALIA (from): Steve
Waugh (capt), Adam Gilchrist.
Mark Waugh, Michael Bevan.
Damien Martyn, Shane Lee.
Brett Lee, Glenn McGrath,
Shane Warne, Damien Fleming
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STEVE WAUGH
Ricky Ponting, Andrew

Symonds, lan Harvey

PAKISTAN (from): Wasim
Akram (capt). Saeed Anwar,
Shahid Alridi. Abdur Razzaq,
ljaz Ahmed. Inzamamul Hagqg,
Yousuf Youhanna, Azhar
Mahmood, Moin Khan, Saglain
Mushtaq. Wagar Younis.
Shoaib Akhtar

FA Cup

Birthday boy Shearer

shines bright

LONDON, Feb 1
(AFP/Internet):
England striker
Adan Shearer ca-
me back to haunt
his former club by
«coring twice. the second his
250th career goal, in Newcastle
United's 2-1 win at Blackburn
Rovers in an FA Cup fifth round
tie at Ewood Park on Monday.

The former Rovers slar put
United in front alter 20 minutes
with his 20th goal of the season
before former Crystal Palace
forward Matt Jansen equalised
for Rovers live minutes later.

But Shearer scored his and
United's second 11 minutes
l[rorn time to seal victory lor
Bobby Robson's side against the
Division One play-ofl hopefuls.

The 29-year-old England
star, who has come under fire
on the international scene for
several lacklustre perfor-
mances, admitted that the
frosty reception he got from the
Rovers fans, who only five
yvears ago cheered him to the
ralters when his goals inspired
them to the Premiership, had
fired him up.

“Tony Parkes (the Blackburn
coach) asked them to be civil
but they obviously ignored him
and if they want to behave in
that manner that's their prob-
lem,” he sald.

“"Anyway there's nothing I'm
Keener on than getting my own
back and | certainly achieved
that tonight. 1 did my talking

where It matters on the
pitch,” he added,
His goals take United

through to the last eight of the
competition where they will
visit League Cup finalists
Tranmere Rovers, who have al-
ready beaten Newcastle's North
East rivals Sunderland and
Middlesbrough in the FA Cup
and League Cup respectively
this season, and keep united on
course lor a third consecutive
Wembley appearance,

“We haven't done ourselves
justice in the last two finals so
it's ¢real to be in sight of a third
chance ... Cup runs are a won-
derful rollercoaster ride.”
Shearer said.

“"We shouldn't gel too excited
though. as we're not there yet
and Tranmere are on a great
run at the moment.” he added.

Shearer silenced the Black-
burn jeers in the best way pos-
sible when he fired Newcastle
ahead with a well-taken goal.

Newcastle's Portuguese de-
fender Helder made a great
tackle to deny Jansen and
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ALAN SHEARE

keeper Steve Harper raced from
his area to hoof the ball upfield
towards Duncan Ferguson, who
headed it on for Shearer to
score from just inside the area.

"~ United nearly scored a sec-
ond four minutes later when
Paul Grayson almost deflected
Shearer's cross into his own net
only for the Rovers defender to
recover and hook the ball of the
line. )

That clearance became all
the more important when
Jansen hauled Rovers level In
the 26th minute.

Darren Peacock won posses-
sion in midfield and Per %?mnd

sen launched a superb through
ball to Jansen who fired past
the on-rushing Harper Irom
just outside the area.

Play became scrappy in the
early exchanges of the second
half until the half hour mark
when Rovers almost sensa-
tionally took the lead.

Republic of Ireland interna-
tional Jason McAteer spotted
the keeper off his line and as
his audacious 40-yard chip
headed for the top right hand
corner. Harper managed (o
back-pedal to his goal-line be-
fore palming the ball away.

Blackburn started to domi-
nate as United defended deep
and Jansen spurned an excel-
lent chance moments later
when his effort, which rounded
off an excellent exchange of

asses between Frandsen and
athan Blake, was blocked by
Harper.

But for all their possession
in the second half, United had
the last laugh after 79 minutes
and again it was Shearer who
rescued United.

McAteer gave the ball awa
on the halfway line and the ball
fell to substitute Frenchman
Didier Domi who raced clear of
the Blackburn defence before
driving in a low cross for
Shearer to slide home.

Div II Cricket

Rupall Bank, Nabin Sangha

and Gandaria Cricketers won
their respective matches in the
Acme Second Division cricket
league at different
yesterday, reports

city venues
UNBY

Ru‘mli Bank ciefcﬂted

Kathalbagan GCC by 20 runs at
Mirpur Outer stadium,

t the Uttara Friends Club

ground, Nabin Sangha crushed
GMCC by 62 runs.

Gandaria Cricketers beat

Udity Club by six wickets at
UPL Ground.




