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Mobile operators
taken for a ride

Telecom ministry abruptly

postpones

meeting

By Staff correspondent

The Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication (MOPT)
yesterday postponed the meet-
ing between the ministry and
representatives of five private
telephone operators just a few
hours belore the scheduled
time.

The meeting was convened
by MOPT to discuss bilateral is-
sues including interconnection
facilities and operational ob-
stacles,

The telecom operators were
informed of the postponement
of the meeting over telephone
just a few hours before the time
of the meeting.

The MOPT had informed the
participants about the agenda
of the meeting on January 25.

The problem of interconnec-

tion is closely related with the
call generated by the cellular
operators vis-a-vis the fixed
network of Bangladesh Tele-
sraph and Telephone Board
BTTB). because the fixed net-
work of BTTB is not suffi-
ciently equipped to absorb the
additional traffic.

The MOPT did not mention
anything about the reason be-
hind the postponement ol the
meeting. It, however, said that a
fresh date for the meetin
would be announced soon, of-
ficials said.

Home. Post and Telecom
Minister Mohammad Nasim,
directed the ministry officials
to postpone the meeting, an of-
ficial told the Daily Star yes-
terday.

The meeting, first of its Kind
between the regulators and op-
erators since privale operators
started business in the country.
was to discuss the common
problem of five private opera-
fors.

oreralors includin
P

To reduce the problems of
congéstion at the interconnec-
tion points, additional equip-
ment need to be installed on the
fixed side and the tarilf on calls
entering the mobile networks
need to be made on a per-
minute basis, experts said.

The mobile operators have
been facing acute problems and
users have been barred from ac-
cess by Bangladesh Telegraph
and Telephone Board (BTTB)
due to ‘lack of inlerconnec-
tions'.

Earlier. different private
operators expressed their ap-
prehension that their local and
foreign investment might go in
vain. if they are denied neces-
sary decision and use of physi-
cal infrastructure of BTTB
without delay.

The meetling was also likely
to take decisions pertaining to
building up an effective net-
work to provide inter-connec-
tions. inter-town telecommu-
nication., related facilities, a
proposal of Grameen Phone,
realisation of penaltly from
Sheba Telecom (cellular
phone). \

The agenda of the meetin
also included: possibilities o
sharing BTTB's physical in-
frastructure including building
ol microwave Lowers.

Decision makers ol private
Grameen

wone, TMIB, Bangladesh Ru-
ral Telecom Authority, (BRTA),
Sheba Telecom and Pacific
Bangladesh Telecom Limited
(PBTL) were ready to discuss
many other ‘business related
sensitive’ issue in the meeting.

There are more than
1,16.200 mobile phone users in
the country whose number has
been increasing day by day.

Poetry Festival begins

From page 1
Barman and Stephen Muldoon
of Ireland also attended the
function.

Shamsur Rahman urged the
countrymen to stand against
conspiracy of the religious fa-
natics who are creating anarchy
in the country by destroying the
peaceful democratic at-
mosphere.

“The aim of the first poetry
festival was (o rise against Lhe
autocracy and remove the auto-
cratic ruler from power. We've
won against the autocracy but
against the commmunal elements
and religious radicals victory is
yet to be achieved.”

President of Jatiya Kabita
Parishad Belal Chowdhury
termed the festival a "unique”
one in the world and urged all to
uplift the spirit of Ekushey
February through organising
various programmes on the oc-
casion ol Ekushey February.

The [(estival began with
hoisting ol national flag and
rendering song specially com-
posed for the occasion.

Laler, the poels in a proces-
sion marched toward the cen-
tral Shaheed ‘Minar Lo place
wreaths paying homage to the

marlyrs of the Language Move-
ment. They also placed wreaths
at the mazar of National Poet
Kazi Nazrul Islam and artist
Quamrul Hasan.

Apart from the local ones, a
good number of poets from In-
dla, Nepal and Ireland recited
self-composed poems on the
first day of the festival.

Two seminars will be held
today. the second day of the fes-
tival. Dr Khandakar Ashraf
Hossain of English department
of Dhaka University will place
a keynote paper on “Poet,
Mother Language and Interna
tionalisation™ while poet - 3j-
jad Kadir on “ Poet and Ir..or-
mation Technology™. Two ses-
sions for poetry recitation will
be in the afternoon today.

Meanwhile, a week-long Na-
tional Wayside Drama Festival
began at the central Shaheed
Minar yesterday to celebrate
the international recognition
to Ekushey February as Inter-
national Mother Language Day.
State Minister for Information
Prof. Abu Sayeed inaugurated
the festival at 4:30 pm.

Three dramas — Referee, Aro
Ekti Juddha (one more war) and
Park — were staged on the first
day of the festival, organised by
Bangladesh Group Theatre Fed-
eration.

A total of 32 theatre groups
from across the country will
performn during the festival.

A discussion meeting was
also held as part of the festival
with chairperson of the Federa-
tion Sara Zaker in the chair.

S

Hartal rites

Top-notch BNP leaders marshal a torch procession in the city on the eve of the 36-hour country-wide hartal, called by the

opposition alliance.
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Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria said Public Safety Bill
would help improve the law and
order situation that was identi-
fied as a major hindrance o
economic growth, reports UNB.

"Law and order must be put
on a solid base to take our ef-
forts for economic growth to a
successful end,” he said while
brieling newsmen at the Press
Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
vesterday.

" State Minister for Informa-
tion Abu Sayeed also spoke at
the briefing.

Kibria referred to the con-
cerns expressed by the business
community over violence. ex-
tortion. tender grabbing and
hartals at their recent confer-

Govt woos US-Irish bid

From page |

proposals in favour of the
American companies. The gov-
ernment is now eager to medi-
ate a deal in which both Tullow
and American oil companies
co-exist”. one source said.

The second round biddin
negotiations had started ami
much enthusiasm of the oil
companies in October "97. But
the government’'s ‘favouritism '
for financially weak Tullow for
awarding it the most coveted
blocks 9 and 11 led to delays in
the negotiation process. the
source pointed out. Al one
point, the government tried to
find a financially big partner
for Tullow. As a result, the
Chevron-Texaco joint venture
was inviled Lo strike a partner-
ship with Tullow on Block 9.
But the partnership talks failed
as Tullow sought a Eigger share.

Al that time, Enron was of-
fered blocks 3 and 6 and il was
continuing negotiations till
early '98 The negotiations then
came o a virtual halt due to
lack of goverfiiment decision
and direction. Afterwards, En-
ron also avolded negotiations
as the company’'s ownership
was changing. Later, when En-
ron reappeared as a new com-

any. Petrobangla said it must
Hrsl see if the bid documents

given by the original Enron
could be considered valid in the
new context.

Now, the government is con-
sidering the new Enron as a
valid bidder and as a result, it
invited the company for fresh
negotiations recently. It also
decided last week to re-invite
Tullow and Chevron-Texaco for
Block 9 but it is yet to send the
invitations.

Block 9 and 11 were origi-
nally reserved for exploration
and development by local ex-

loration company BAPEX. But
rhcse blocks were included in

e

the second round bidding at the
last moment as “special att, ic-
tions™ because existing data
showed maximum prospects of
ofl and gas there.

The government is currently
negotiating with Shell Oil for
blocks 5 and 10, Unocal for
Block 7 and with Maersk Olie
for deep sea blocks 19 and 20.
The negotiations with Maersk
have almost reached a 'dead-
end’ as the company asked for
gas export options In the Pro-
duction Sharing Contract, the
sources pointed.

Heroin worth
Tk 1cr seized
in city: 4 held

By Staff Correspondent
Detective Branch of Police
yesterday arrested four people
and seized one kilogram of
heroin worth Taka more than
one crore from a house at
Sabujbagh in the city yesterday.
The arrested were identified
as Salauddin Chowdhury, 45,
Enamul Huq, 28, Manjurul Is-
lam and Alaim Uddin.

Khaleda-Ershad

From page 1

in a meeting at the same venue
alsnl.luined the meeting,
"Ershad’'s meeting with
Khaleda was a routine courlesy
call. We have discussed how to
gear up the current movement,”

a JP presidium member who ac-
companied his leader told UNB

last night,

JP secretary general Naziur
Rahman Manjur, A B M Golam
Mohammad Abu
Zafar, Jamaal secretary general

Mostala, Sha

Matiur Rahman Nizami and

I0J assistant secretary general
A R M Abdul Matin were present

in the meeting,
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Prof Bayes
new JU VC

By JU Correspondent

Acting vice-chancellor of

| Jahangirnagar University (JU)

Prof. Abdul Bayes has been ap-
pointed vice-chancellor of the
university for a four-year term.

Prof, Bayes when contacted
vesterday confirmed that he
had got tﬁe appointment letter.

Born at village Sugandhi of

| Matlab thana in Chandpur in

1949, Bayes completed his B. A.
and M. A. in economics from
University of Dhaka. He also
received post-graduate degree in
economics from Australian
National University, Canberra
and M. Ec. degree from Univer-
sity of New England, Armidale,
Australia.

He joined the university as a
lecturer in 1975. He served as
the chairman of department of
economics, dean of Social Sci-
ence Faculty, Treasurer and
pro-VC of the university.

Prof. Bayes was earlier ap-
pointed acting VC of the uni-
versity as the then VC Prof.
Alauddin Ahmed resigned to
contest in the parliamentary
by-election.

ence, which was attended by
both the prime minister and the
leacler of the opposition,

He said entrepreneurs were
reluctant to invest because of
violence and toll collection by
lerrorists although banks are
ready to finance.

Kibria who was critical of
anti-lerrorism law sponsored
by BNP during its rule said th-
Public Safety Law was differen..
[l provided adequate safeguard
against harassment of the in-
nocent and also punishment for
filing false cases.

Justifying the necessity of
the controversial new law, Kib-
ria pointed to the loopholes of
the existing ones under which
criminals secured release on
bail and evaded punishment
due to lengthy process of trial.

The whole process of trial of
a criminal case takes a maxi-
mum of four months in USA,
Germany and Switzerland, Kib-
ria said. "What is normal prac-
tice in other countries, "we're

Kibria justifies PSA

trying to ensure it by law. So,
the new law can in no way be
termed as draconian ... Now it
will not take months and years
for investigation and trial of a
criminal case of such nature.”

Kibria accused the opposi-
tion parties of trying o create a
confrontational situation
through hartals, damage to
properties and bomb blasts.

The llood-ravaged economy
was recovering fast and it was
evident in economic indicators.
[-:ﬂmrl marked a 7 per cent rise,
industry grew by 6 per cent and
inflation rate remained at con-
trolled. 3.4 per cenl in Novem-
ber.

'‘But, we fear whether the
trend will continue in the face
of constraints like hartal and
violence,” Kibria said.

Prof Abu Sayeed said it is no
surprise that BNP, Jatiya Part
and Jamaat-e-Islami whic
were born through state terror-
ism will oppose the new law.

2 Jubo League activists
murdered in Khulna

From Staftf Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 1: Two Jubo
League activists were murdered
in two separate incidents in the
city Loday.

They were identified as
Akram Hossain. 23, and
Shahidul Islam Liton 24.

The first incident took place
with the murder of Akram Hos-
sain at about noon at Dakbun-
glow Square .under Khulna
thana.

He was gunned down by an-
other Jubo League activist Sha-
jahan 30. who escaped I[rom

6 extortionists
beaten up by

mob 1n City
By Staff Correspondent

Six alleged extortionists were
seriously beaten up by mob al
Shantinagar in the city on
Monday night.,

They were identified as
Rafiq, 23, Hossain, 18, Rana,
22, Jewel, 19, Badal, 20 and
Liton. 19.

Hospital sources sald the
gang ol exlortionists appeared
at Shantinagar and demanded
toll from the businessmen.

The businessmen caught
them and started beating. Later
they were rescued by police.

police custody len minutes alter
arrest.

Police and witnesses said
Shahjahan shot Akram point
blank in front of Diganta Parib-
ahan office. He died on way lo
hospital.

In the second incident, Jubo
League activist Shahidul Islam
Liton was Kkilled in bomb blasts.
He was one of the accused in
Raju murder case recorded with
Sonadanga thana last year.

According to witnesses,
some young men hurled bombs
at him outside the court comi-
pound at about 3 pm.

He was being taken back to
the district jail from the CMM's
courl. Constable Mirajul Islam
was also severely injured in the
bomb blast. He was admitted 1o
the general hospital.

Both the murders were se-
quel to intra-party rivalry, po-

lice said.

DSE Council
polls Mar 22

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) will hold its council elec-
tion 2000 on March 22, said a
bourse announcement yester-

day, reports BSS.

From page 1
national polls, unilaterally.

The government introduced
the repressive law at the end of

. Its tenure just to arrest opposi-

tion activists before the polls so
that it could return to power
through massive rigging, she
said.

The BNP chief said all sorts
of eriminal activities can be
tried under the existing laws,
Adding that terrorism, hijack-
ing, killing, mugging and toll
extortion could be stopped if *he
terrorists of the ruling party
were arrested,

“Country's existing laws are
not being applied against the
ruling party terrorists. Cer-
tainly, the motive of the intro-
duction of the new law iIs to ha-
‘rass the opposition.”

Section 16 of the new law is
ailmed to deprive the people
from getting bail from the court
during the trial period, she sald.

“This law also prohibits
granting of bail even to the el-
derly, women and sick people.
Section 13 and 18 of the law are
not realistic and these do not
ensure proper trial.”

Khaleda said section 13, 15,
16 and 18 reflected the govern-
ment's lack of respect for the
judiciary and its intention to

curb the independence of the ju-

We will scrap black law

diciary,

In the new law, she said
there was also reflection of the
adverse remarks of the prime
minister and home minister
made about the judiciary ear-
lier.

The BNP chairperson called
upon all-npgnsltiun parties,
professional bodies, mass or-
sanisations, cultural wings,
human rights organisations
and the countrymen to bulild up
resistance against the black law
and those who formulated it.

She asked the government to
immediately withdraw the law
and accept the opposition’s one-
point demand.

Replying to a question, she
sald the opposition parties re-
frained from attending parlia-
ment sessions because the gov-
ernment had vitiated the atmo-
sphere in the House.

"We have refrained from at-
tending parliament sesslons,
but nolt boycotted it perma-
nently. We have already in-
formed the Speaker to accept
our demands and create con-

ducive atmosphere in the
Sangsad,” she added.
To another question,

Khaleda sald the prime minis-
ter after the collapse of a power
tower and recovery of so-called
rocket launcher told the par-

llament that there were ade-
quate evidence in her hand
against the opposition leaders,
but till date she failed to present
any before the nation.

Khaleda Zia [urther said the
BNP government had abolished

-a portion related to the press of

the SPA and taken steps to
abolish the whole law, but could
not complete the task because of
non-cooperation from the then

opposition.

Replying to a question di-
recte ?g ﬁhalcda Zia on US

President Bill Clinton’s visit to
Bangladesh on March 25, BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan said the US gov-
ernment was vocal against vio-
lation of human rights.

He hoped that the US gov-
ernment would speak about
human rights violation In
Bangladesh prior to Clinton’s

visit.

The US governmenl was
fully aware about gross viola-
tion of human rights in the
country and it would definitely
ask the Bangladesh government
to stop violation of human
rights, he added. |

Welcoming the US President
in Bangladesh, Bhulyan hoped
that the government would
withdraw the black law prior to

his visit.
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Central body for
observing
Ekushey formed

By DU Correspondent

A central commitice ha,é

been lormed at Dhaka/ Univer-

sity for observing thel historic
Ekushey February in A befitfing

manner. sald a DU/ press/ re-
lease.

Prof. R 1 M Amidur hid,
president Uniyersity
‘Teachers’ . was
made | while

vice-presi g gen-
eral secretary of the Associa-
tion Prof. Anwar Hossain and
M Hasibur Rashid joint coordi-
nators.

The commiltee was formed
at a meeting at the Administra-
tive Building with DU Vice-
Chancellor Prol. A K Azad
Chowdhury in the chair.

Traders protest
terrorism
at B'baria

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Feb 1:
BNP and its allies brought out a
torch procession which paraded
through the main roads of the
town to drum up support for
hartal while Jamaat-e-Islami
brought out a separate proces-
sion in the town in this regard
loday.

Meanwhile, traders and
businessmen of the town
brought out a ‘lathi procession’
to protest terrorism and ran-
sacking of their shops by ter-
rorists loday.

Later, they held a rally at TA
Road with Alhaj Abdul Hashim
in the chair.

The district administration
deputed two magistrates and
deployed a Leam of police at the
Brahmanbaria Rail Station to
keep the situation under con-
trol. The ticket counter of Titas
commuter train remained
closed for a long time to avoid
collection of toll by mastaans.

Mummy murder:
Bail for 3
rejected

From A Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 1: The
district and sessions judge Ab-
dul Mukit Mojumder today re-
jected the bail petition of the
three delendants in the sensa-
tional Mummy Murder Case
this morning.

The lawyers of the defen-
dants praved for bail of the
husband. mother-in-law and
sister-in-law of housewife
Mummy.

The public prosecutor and
the lawyer of the plaintill,
strongly opposed the petition of
bail and said, the three are
guilty of the murder of an inno-
cent housewile who was preg-
nant.

The court fixed the next date
of hearing on February 17.

On October 30, 1999, the
housewile Mumimy was mur-
dered at her father-in-law's
house. The husband of the de-
ceased Ripon conlessed earlier
to the charge ol murder.

Argument 1n
Jainal Murder
Case from Feb 8

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 1: Argument
in Jainal Murder Case will be-
Fin in the Special Court hesre
rom February 8.

Cross-examination of 21
prosecution witnesses of this
murder case has been com-
pleted. The trial will be com-
pleted by the end of this month
and verdict Is expected next-
month.

Earlier, Ershad Shikder was
brought to Khulna this moming
from Jessore Central Jail while
Noor-e-Alam from Satkhira
all, Other accused in the case

azim Sarder, Tunda Haroon,
and Liaquat Lashkar were also
produced In the special court.
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US Ambassador John C
Holzman has stressed the need
for political stability. uninter-
rupted port operation and de-
velopment of infrastructure,
including telecommunication,
for attracting foreign invest-
ment In Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

In a meeting with the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-

dustry (DCCI) yesterday, he said
that Bangladesh should assess
the gas potential and identify
the best possible use of this

non-renewable, precious natu-
ral resource,

He also emphasised the need
for exploring all possibilities to
cxrmrt the surplus of the natu-
ral resource for additional fi-
nancing.

Echoing American econo-
mist Jelferi, Holzman observed
that Bangladesh would atlain
self-reliance through additio-
nal foreign investment rather
than accelerating investment
in agriculture.

e reaffirmed that he would
continue his current effort and
mission towards enhancing US
investment in Bangladesh.

Holzman also said Bangla-
desh should address all inter-
national issues, including la-
bour and environment, for
having uninterrupted access to

economic growth

the US market.

The Ambassador and DCC]
leaders also discussed economie
cooperation between Bangla-
desh and US and other related
business issues in relation to
international trade.

DCCI president Aftab ul Is-
lam sald the chamber body has
been maintaining a very good
relation with US Embassy and
the business community of the
US.

He mentioned thalt manage-
ment of human resources has
been identified as number one
problem at this juncture of
Bangladesh economy.

The DCCI has taken some
effective drives and established
Human Resources and En-
trepreneurship Development
Institute (HREDI) to train hu-
man resources and bring out
skilled managers, he informed.

Since management effi-
ciency is the prime need of
Bangladesh, he said USA with
all its expertise could come for-
ward to helping the country in
terms ol technology transfer
and foreign direct investment.

The DCCI chief informed the
meeting that in the year 1998
99 Bangladesh's export to USA
stood at US dollar 1967.54 mil-
lion. about 45 per cent of total
export.

-

From page |

According to witnesses, the
shots were [ired when the pro-
cession was passing through
Pangacia ROEI(F. The injured in-
clude district JCD president
Yakub Nabi.

Alfter the incident, angry
Jubo Dal and JCD activists bar-
ricaded th: Dhaka-Chittagong
highway al <ampur. It was not
lifted till writing of this report
at 7 pm yesterday.

District Jubo Dal president
Syed Mizanur Rahman in a
statement blamed the ruling
party-backed Chhatra League
activists for the attack.

UNB adds from Rajshahi:
Clashes between BNP activisls
and Awami League activists and
police left at least 30 people in-
jured in Rajshahi town yester-
day.

Witnesses said the clashes
ensued when BNP activists
hurled brickbats at police and
smashed windows ol the Mer-
cantile Bank at Shahebbazar.

During the huur-lnng
clashes police lobbed some 5
teargas shells and fired some
warning shots to disperse the
processionists, lhﬁy said.

Rajshahi BNP leaders
claimed that police along with
ruling party activists hurled
bombs and brickbats at their
peacelul procession brought oul

Clinton

From page 1
at the invitation of Indian Pres-
ident K R Narayanan.

It could not be known
whether the President would be
accompanied by First Lady
Hillary Clinton.

Bill Richardson who is a
close [riend of the US President
and now Energy Secretary said
in Dhaka during a trip last year
that the US President would
like to visit Bangladesh because
“this is a country that is mak-
ing progress. It is a country
where tremendous strides have
been made about elimination of
the child labour and some ex-
cellent work on micro-credit by
the NGOs like Grameen Bank."

"He will particularly like to
come to Bangladesh because of
the warm reception given to
First Lady Hillary Clinton.”
Richardson had said.

US plane crash

From page |

bling a team of investigators in
Washington DC, and planned to
send them (o the crash site,
spokesman Pat Cariseo =aid.
Gov Gray Davis said he had or-
dered the California National
Guard to offer whatever help is
needed.

The weather was clear at the
crash site, where the water is
about 750 feet (225 metres) deep.
sald Coast Guard Cmdr. Jim
McPherson.

On Sunday, a Kenya Airways
flight crashed into the Atlantic
Ocean, shortly aflter take off
from Abidjan, Ivory Coast. The
Airbus 310 carried 10 crew
members and 169 passengers.
Al least 10 people survived.

Pre-hartal violence

in support of the opposition-
calked 36-hour countrywide
hartal from this mormning.

They also alleged that police
arrested two BNP workers and
ruling party activists abducted
two others.

UNB adds from “My-
mensingh: BN’ activists dam-
agedt a local newspaper office, a
bank branch some : :hicles
and shops dui ng a torch pro-
cession in the town yesterday,

Ten people were injured,
wilnesses said. The procession-
ists paraded sireets in Gangi-
narpar. Trunk Potti, Chholo
Bazar and railway station ar-
eas.

They ransacked the office of
a local newspaper. "Parichya.”
and damaged property of Uttara
Bank Chholo Bazar branch. the
witnesses said.

Of the injured. condition of
an unidentified vendor was
stated to be critical.

One stabbed to
death 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was stabbed to
death by a gang of miscreants
inside a rickshaw garage at Da-
gair in the city’'s Demra area in
the early hours of yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Papel Ahmed Khan. 25, son of
Anwar Hossain of Natunpara in
Demra.

Police and hospital sources
said that Papel was called out
by one Shajahan of his mater-
nal uncle's residence at about
10:30 pm on Monday.

Demra police recovered his
body [rom the rickshaw garage
yvesterday moming.

Hospital sources said Papel
was stabbed indiscriminately.
The body was sent to the Mit-
ford Hospital morgue for au-
topsy.

Babul Hossain Khan, uncle
of the victim. filed a case with
Demra police accusing Shaja-
han., Mantu, Monju. Reju
Farhad and ten others of their
alleged involvement in the
killing.

Ctg BNP office

From page 1
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.
hospital source said. Police
were deployed at the hospital
wards where the victims were
kept under intensive care.

Police. however, cordoned off
the BNP oflice afier the explo-
sions at 2-15 pm.

Police later raided the office
and recovered some bomb
making containers.

Bomb attack was made at
the parly ollice by terrorists,
BNP said.

BNP supporters staged
demonstration and held a rally
al Kazir Dewri protesting the
bomb attack.

The injured would be ar-
rested after their recovery, po-
lice said.
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