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Russia launched its advance
against Chechen rebels last
September and moved quickly
thro lowlands in the sepa-
ratist territory before running
up against resistance In
Grozny. The rebels still control

mountain areas to the

?ﬁﬁ of the regional capital.

Myanmar rebel
leader seeks
political

solution

WALAYKEE. Myanmar, Feb
1: The chief of one of the world's
oldest guerilla groups, the
Karen National Union (KNU),
said he would use political
means 1o settle his group's long-
running war with Myanmar's
military government, reports
Reuters.

*The change of policy is that
from now on we will focus on
resolving the problem by politi-
cal means.” Ba Thein told
Reuters late on Monday at a
safehouse along the Thai-
Myanmar border.

“From the beginning we have
always said this is a political
problem and we should resolve
it by political means... not use
arms to settle it,” he said. "Be-
cause by using arms to settle the
problem we will never have a
stable peace.”

Ba Thein said resolving

roblems with Yangon by polit-
Em means would take time.

Most senior KNU officials
interviewed at'a KNU jungle
base inside Myanmar, however,
said on Monday that they ex-
pected a deal to be struck with
;fangun sooner rather than
aler.

Myanmar has not responded
yet to the KNU's change of tack.
Ba Thein,. 63, was ng a
week alter he toppled KNU
founder General Bo Mya, 73, as
president of the rebel group.
Bo Mya. who steered the
gruup on a militaristic path for
5 years. was made vice presi-
dent in charge of the KNU's mil-

itary.

He told a ceremony to mark
KNU's 51st annivers that its
military policy would change
with the leadership change and
it would reduce its role to one
purely of self defence.

Since 1990, at least 16 ethnic
minority rebel groups have en-
tered into ceasefire agreements
with Yangon government, leav-
ing the KNU as the main group
yet to reach a deal.

Key report on
N Ireland
disarmament

submitted

BELFAST, Feb 1: Canadian
General John de Chastelain has
handed over a key report on
P‘:mmiu disarmament in

rthern Ireland to the British
and Irish ents, sources
clqu to the British government
sa.d today, reports EFP

The report, delivered shortly
after the deadline of midnight
on Monday, Is believed to show
little or no progress by the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) on
shedding its vasi arsenal of
Weapons, and could plunge the
peace process into fresh crisis.

UThe Ulster Unionist Partly
(UUP). the province's biggest

Protestant , has pledged to
collapse Eel;ast's pﬂc gling
government un-
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UNITED NATIONS, Feb |:
UN and Indonesian humnil
rights investigators blame
Jakarta's military chiefs for
last year's terror campalgn in
East Timor — and Indonesia's
president says former army
mmmmiider Gen. Wiranto must
now resign at once, reports AP,

Abdurrahman Wgﬂld. In-
donesia’'s first democratically
elected head of state in four
decades. told a news conference
in Davos, Switzerland that he
will demand Wiranto's resigna-
ton "because he s 'implicated’
by the reports.”

The general should then "be
examined by an internet court,"
not an international tribunal,
which UN investigators con-
cluded Monday would be the
besl way to achieve justice for
the people of East Timor.

Wiranto headed the Indone-
sian military during a rampage
following a UN-organised refer-
endum on Au{;:ust 30 in which
the people of East Timor voted
overwhelmingly to separate
[rom Indonesia and become in-
dependent. He now holds the

— e w e

werful post of political af-
alrs and security minister in
Wahid's Cabinet.

Human rights activists and
pro-independence leaders have
repeatedly blamed the Indone-
sian military and pro-Indone-
sian militias in East Timor for
the campaign of murder and de-
32'61:“&1} Bat killed at least
y people. Bul separate re
Monday by the U cumim
and Indonesia’'s state-appointed
commission gave official
welght to the charges.

The Indonesian commission
accused Wiranto and 32 other
military officers of "Crimes
against humanity.” It said
“facts show the civillan and
military apparatus, including
the police, cooperated with the
militias to create an atmo-
sphere that supported” crimes
including mass Kkillings, tor-
ture, kidnapping and sexual
slavery.

The UN commission did not
name individuals but concluded
that the terror campaign "would
not have been possible without

con

the active involvement of the
Indonesian army. and the
knowledge and approval of the
top military command.”

The army's speclal forces
command, known as Kopassus,
actively recruited, funded and
supported the militias, and in
sonie cases Indonesianarmy
personnel and local Indonesian
police were directly involved in
the attacks, the report said,

The five UN Investigators

“called for the United Nations Lo

establish "an international
human rights tribunal” to pros-
ecute those responsible.

Sonia Picado, a Costa Rican
sswoman who headed the
team of UN investigators which
visited East Timor from Nov. 25
to Dec, 3, said, "It Is not logical
to think that an Indonesian
court would do justice in the
case.”

‘It is very difficult to think
that such a proceeding would
have any credibility for the
people of East Timor," Picado
told a news conference in San

BEIJING, Feb 1: China today
slammed a White House report
on US global leadership objec-
tives in the next century saying
it was tantamount to a mani-
festo for world domination, re-
ports AFP.

"“To lead the world" is the
same thing as seeking global
hegemony, so this report is the
same thing as a manifest.. on
the US plan to establish glubal
hegemony in the 21st century,”
the leading People’s Daily said
in a signed commentary.

US insistence on taking a
“leadership role” and "forging a
new world order” were clear in-
dications of US hegemony, it
said, as was US willingness to
protect its economic interests
abroad and promote global
democracy and human r'ig%\ts.

The commentary came as

the US House of Representa-
tives prepared to vote Tuesday
on the Taiwan Security En-
hancement Act, which wilrallnw
for close ties between the US
and Taiwan military leaders.

China has strongly warned
the bill would undermine rela-
tions between Beijing and
Washington.

The People's Daily was re-
ferring to the White House re-
port "A National Strategic Se-
curity for a New Century,”
which was released in Wasl ng-
ton in early January.

The article said Washington
wanted fulfill its desire to domi-
nate the world after it failed to
do so at the end of World War I
and the Cold War.

“The US believes that up un-
til the year 2015 there will be
no other global strategic adver-

China slams US for seeking|
domination over world

sary capable of opposing it, so
this is its third opportunity to
claim title to global hegemony,"”
it said.

America would achleve its
goals through the use of its
"soft forces” — such as the In-
ternet, film, television, books,
capital and consumer products
— which would be backed up
by the "hard forces" of ils mili-
tary as seen in the 1991 Gulf
War and the bombing of Yu-
goslavia last year, it said.

" *The US has a plan to 'forge’
international political and eco-

nomic order which includes the
freedom of movement of its 'soft
forces' and its position that the
UN. WTO and other interna-
tional organisations should
completely serve the US,” it
said.
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Syria must shun violence to

work out peace deal: Barak

JERUSALEM, Feb 1: Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak,
mulling retaliation for the
bloodiest Lebanese guerilla at-
tack against Israeli troops in
months, said Syria must curb
the violence to give their trou-
bled peace process a chance, re-
ports Reulers.

Barak summoned his secu-
rity cabinet late on Monday to
discuss possible military re-
sponses to the deaths of three
soldiers in a Hizbollah attack
on an Israeli outpost in the zone
Israel occupies in south
Lebanon, officials said.

In a carefully worded state-
ment release after the four-hour
meeting, Barak said:

"Israel will not be able to
conduct peace talks while the
Syrians are not preventing
Hizbollah from operating

ainst the Israeli army ... the
lack of a climate for peace will
hamper the conduct of negotia-
tions with the Syrians.”

Syria is the main power

broker in south Lebanon. where
Israel has maintained a mili-
tary presence since 1978.

Israeli army chiefs. frus-
trated by government restraint,
urged Barak at the meeting to
authorise a retaliatory blitz.
They arrived armed witii maps
highlighting possible attack
sites, Ha' aretz newspaper said
today.

It quoted the generals as say-
ing that an escalation in
Hizbollah activity meant the
army “is now obliged to act.”

ile Barak's response [ell
short of army demands, cabinet
minister and former army
deputy chief of staff Matan Vil-
nai told Israeli television to-
day:

“The army Is subordinate. It
knows that and ha: no problem
with that absolut ' subordina-
tion to the politici' echelon.”

Under strong 'S prodding,
Israeli-Syrian ta': . resumed in
December after a 45-month
break. The tal: ; have since

foundered over Syria's demand
Israel commit itsell to ceding
the Golan Heights, captured In
the 1967 Middle East war.

Deputy Defence Minister
Ephraim Sneh brushed aside
charges action by Israel could
further sour Syrian-Israeli re-
lations.

"What will destroy the nego-
tiations with Syria is not what
the army will do ... (It is) sitting
with the Syrians in West Vir-
ginia and talking peace while in
south Lebanon and northern Is-
rael they fire and try to wounds
us,” he told Israeli radio.

Barak left little doubt that a
military response would follow
at an appropriate time. "Israel
will not allow this escalation to
continue — we have knownm in
the past and we will know now
to smite in the place and time
(hat we choose.”

[sraeli warplanes and SLA
militia gunners have pounded
siispected guerilla positions
since the Monday attack.

A wounded Israeli soldier on a stretcher and anoth¢. walking next to him (2nd R) are
evacuated by helicopter to the Rambam hospital in Haifa on Monday. The two were among
four soldiers wounded during clashes with Hezbollah in south Lebanon. Three other
[sraeli troops were killed when their unit at Izziyyeh in the central sector of the occupied
border strip was struck by the militant group.
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Endeavour launch

decided to postpone for several
space shuttle — already posipo

days h

ut Oﬁ NASA has

launch of the endeavour
ned from Monday to Tuesday —

_due to a technical problem with the spacecraft's computer
system, officials at the Kennedy Space Centre sald, AFP reports

from Cape Canaveral, Florida.

killed in P}li]ijineS: Six

guerillas were killed a

6 rebels

extremist Muslim

d eight soldiers

wounded early Tuesda{ﬂln a clash in the southern Philippines

island of Jolo. the mlll

A marine patro
member Abu Sayy
sparking an hour-lon
military

ry sald. AFP reports from Zamboanga.
| chasing a gang of kidnappers ran into a £0-
al rebel unit near the town of Patikul,
firefight, sald southern Philippines
commander Lleutenant General Edgardo Espinosa.

The bodies of six guerillas were recovered, along with a mortar
and two assault rifles after the marines were reinforced by two
alr force helicopters which attacked the guerlllas with rockets,

he sald.
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Jakarta military chiefs blamed for atrocities in E Timor

Jose, Costa Rica.

Holding trials before an In-
donesian court would “simply
amount to the denial of justice,”
she sald. She noted that an in-
ternational court could sit in el-
ther Indonesia, East Timor or
another country in Asia.

The Indonesian goverm ent
has vehemently opposed ar in-
ternational court, Insisting as
Foreign Minister Alwi Shihab
reiterated Monday, that it is
"functioning and capable of
dispensing justice.”

resident Wahid's call for
Wiranto's resignation and In-
donesian Attorney General
N T Darusman's an-
nouncen ~nt that state prosecu-
tors would investigate allega-

tions in the Indonesian com-

mission's report demonstrated
that the government was taking
the charges seriously.

The Security Councll es-
tablished international tri-
bunals to prosecute war crimes
in Rwanda and former Yu-
goslavia but hasn't indicated
whether (t would seek a tri-
bunal for East Timor.

Buckingham
Palace to
open ballroom

to tourists

LONDON, Feb 1: Buckingham
Palace will open its royal
ballroom, the centre of state en-
tertaining, to the public for the
first time in August, a palace
spokesman said today, reports
Reulers,

The palace’s largest room
— created in the mid-19th cen-
tury for Britain's Queen Victo-
ria — will be part of the state
rooms tour L'uring the two
months when the building is
open (o the public [rom August

The ballroom — which can
hold 35 double-decker buses
— has Corinthian columns and
pilasters enriched with gold,
crimson carc-lpets. six huge chan-
deliers and a throne dais. A
musicians’ Fallery at one end
includes a large gilded organ.
The room was inaugurated on
June 17, 1856 with a ball to cel-
ebrate the end of the Crimean
War. It was designed by Sir
James Pennethorne and took
two years to build.

It is still used for state enter-
taining — from banquets hosted
by Queen Elizabeth to the an-
nual diplomatic reception with
1.500 guests, and special events
like Prince Charles’ 50th birth-
day celebrations in 1998,

[t is also used for Investi-
tures, when the Queen awards
knighthoods and other hon-
ours.

More than twe million pco-
ple have visited the state rooms
since they opened to visitors In
1998.

UN force begins
assuming control
for E Timor

security

BAUCAU, East Timor. Feb 1
The Australian-led international
force began handing over re-
sponsibility for security to a UN
peacekeeping force In east
Timor wit?n an emotional cere-
mony in the territory's second
largest city, reports Ar.

"The emergency is over, the
job of the international force is
done," Maj. Gen. Peter Cosgrove
told the soldiers of a Thai bat-
talion based in Baucau, 140
kilometers east of the capital
Dili.

"My pride in you knows no
bounds," said Cosgrove, who
commands the multinational
force which arrived in East
Timor on Sept 20.

Many of the soldiers in the
Thai contingent will stay on in
East Timor as part of the UN
force, which is due to take full
control of the former Indonesian
province by the end of the
month.

International troops de-
ployed to East Timor to restore
peace and security after much
of the province was destroyed
by pro-Jakarta militias in the
wake of the Aug. 30 indepen-
dence referendum.

As part of Tuesday's cere-
mony, 210 Thai, Korean and
Filipino troops swapped their
camouflage green caps for blue
berets as the UN flag was raised
over Baucau.

The commander of the UN
force, Lt Gen. Jalme de los
Santos of the Philippines, took
over control of the eastern sec
tor of East Timor from Cos-

rove, assuming command of
the 2,500 soldiers in the region.

“It 18 not a time to relax be-
cause there are still a lot of re-
sponsibilities for us to perform,”
Santos said.

The UN force is expected to
comprise almost 9,000 troops
from 23 nations.

Al

WER Yl 2

Former Indonesian armed forces chief General Wiranto

gestures during a press conference at his office in Jakarta
yesterday. Wiranto defended his role in East Timor and

gave no indication he was prepared to resign from the

cabinet,

— AFP photo

'Clinton, Mitchell nominated
for Nobel Peace Prize

OSLO. Feb 1: US President
Bill Clinton and American peace
envoy to Ireland George Milchell
were among those nominated
for this year's Nobel Peace Prize
as the deadline ran out Mon-
day. reports AP.

Clinton was nominated for at
least the fifth straight year, this
time by two Norweglan parlia-
mentarians. Vidar Kleppe, ol
the right-wing Party of Progress
and Steinar Bastesen, an inde-
pendent.

"Clinton is president of the
world's most powerful nation
and throughout his presidential
term has been a guarantor and
friend of peace,” a news relcase
from the legislators sald. They
said he was a key player in
ending war and conflicts in the
former Yugoslavia, and defends
human rights worldwide.

The Norwegian awards
commitlee said it may noi re-
lease the number of nomina-

tions until its first meeting on
Feb. 23.

The secretive filve-member
Nobel Peace Committee never
releases the names of candi-
dates. However, those making
nominations often announce
their pick. The winner Is an-
nounced in mid-October,

The Norwegian news agency
NTB sald Mitchell was nomi-
nated for his peace eflorts in
Northern ireland by an Ameri-
can congressman, who was not
identilied.

Finnish lawmakers in De-
cemnber norhinated their Presi-
dent Martti Ahtisaari. whose
term ends this month, for his
peacemaking efforts in Kosovo
and Namibia.

Each year, the awards
committee is flooded by nomi-
nations. many of them invalid
because they are made by those
without nomination rights.

Opposition calls for media
boycott in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR. Feb 1: Op-
position leaders Tuesday called
for a bovecotl of government-
backed media and set out to
sign the nation's longest protest
message, poking fun at a
favourite pastime of Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,

reports AP.

Mahathir. Asia's longest-
serving ruler, has built for
Malaysia the world's tallest
skyscrapers, Asia's largesl

shopping mall and a string of
other structural superlatives in
his quest to instill national
pride.

L.eaders of opposition groups
from the Alternative Front
coalition and supporters gath-
ered on a field on the outskirts
of the capital. Kuala Lumpur,

on Tuesday. They signed
protest messages against three
pro-government publications on
a 350-foot-long (106-meter)

scroll of white cloth

he politicians sald the feat
should be entered in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records but
conceded the attempt was a
tongue-in-cheek jab at the Ma-

hathir-induced, record-setting |

mania that has swept the
Southeast Asian nation.
Everything Malaysia does
seems to involve setting
records. It's getting a Dbit
ridiculous,” said Raja Petra
Kamaruddin, spokesman for
the National Juslice Party,
which is led by the wile of jailed
politician Anwar [brahim.

Also trying to sel a
Malaysian record Tuesday was
a security guard who walked
backward up 2,058 steps at the
region's tallest tower; last Sat-
urday, more than 1.000
Malaysians got free shampoos
in an effort to set a world record
for the most number of heads

was d in one day.
~ere saying we also have a
world record that Mahathis
should be proud of — and {t's a
protest against him." Raja Petra
said
Signatories to the protest

message were asked to join the

opposition in a media boycott of |

three publications for three
months

-

Taliban will resist US bid

to hand over Laden

ISLAMABAD. Feb G
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban
will resist US pressure to hand
over suspected terrorist Osama
bin Laden. a top leader of the
hardline militia was quoted as
saying today, reports AFP.

"Mullah Mohammad Rabbani,
head of the Taliban council of
ministers, arrived here Monday
on an official visit for talks with
Pakistani leaders which he said
were aimed at strengthening
bilateral relations

The News daily quoted Rab-
bani as saying the Taliban gov-
ernment was "ready to endure
even more economic sanctions
but would not yield to any un-
due demand by the US and its
Weslern allies.”

“The United Nations be-
comes active whenever Ameri-
can and European inlerests are
threatened.” he told a religious
gathering at Akora Khattak in
northwestern Pakistan during a
stopover on his way to Islam-
abad on Monday.

‘Afghanistan is bein
{shed because the infidels can-
not tolerate a true Islamic
state," Rabbani sald, according
to the dally. '

The Tuiilmn number two ar-
rived in Pakistan by road be-

pun-

cause of UN aviation and finan-
cial sanclions imposed In
November after the Islamic mili-
tia refused to hand over Bin
Laden.

He said the US-sponsored
sanclions had neither exposed
the Afghans to hunger nor
dampened their determination
(o pursue their Islamic policies.

"We accept only those sanc-
tions imposed by Allah. The UN
sanctions are unacceptable as
we have done nothing wrong.
he said.

Bin Laden, a billionaire
Saudi dissident believed to be
living in Afghanistan, is wanted
by the US to stand trial for al-
legedly masterminding the Au-
gust 7. 1998 twin bombings of
American embassies in Easl
Africa. in which 224 people
were killed.

The Taliban, which controls
most of Afghanistan, has re-
jected allegations against Bin
Laden, saying the accusers
lailed to provide any evidence
he was involved in terrorism.

They say Bin Laden is living
under restrictions with no ac-
cess to communications and
cannot launch any activities

against a foreign country from
ghan soil.

India to buy
300 tanks
from Russia

MOSCOW, Feb 1: Indila .3 to
buy at least 300 T-90S tanks
from Russia, Interfax news
agency reported Monday quot-
ing officials at the Chelyabinsk
factory that produces them, re-
ports AFF.

A contract was to be signed
shortly after negotiations taking
place in New Delhl between In-
dian authorities and Russia's
astale enterprise for arms sale
Rosvooruzhenye.

llya Klebanov, Russia's
deputy premier in charge of the
military-industrial complex,
sald Monday Russia could ex-

rt more than four billion dol-

ars worth of arms In 2000, a
record since the fall of the So0-
viet Union in 1991,

Food bug can cause arthritis: Study

WASHINGTON, Feb 1: Re-
searchers sald on Monday they
had found more evidence that
bacteria can cause arthritis —
in this case, Salmonella, which
causes lood poisoning

They found that immune
system cells that fight bacteria
also sometimes attack normal
cells that happen to carry a pro-
tein that resembles a bacterial
prolein. reports Reulers,

And other "innocent by-
stander’ cells, which may have
been stressed by radlation, en-
vironmental toxins or the
body's own stress chemicals,
can also fall victim, the team at
Johns Hopkins Unlversity In
Baltimore found.

"“We've found this evidence
that the immune system can be
fooled and it suggests subtle

changes that could underlie
many autoimmune diseases.”
Mark Soloski. a researcher al
Johns Hopkins who led the
study, said In a statement.

“As many as 10 per cent of
those who get Salmonella de-
velop a reactive kind of arthri-
tis which lasts a few weeks,
Soloskl said, "But a smaller,
significant number of those pa-
tients pgel a severe, debllitating
type ol arthritis that's long-
lasting,”

People who get Lyme disease.
carried by ticks, also can de-
velop arthritis.

Writing In the journal Na-
ture Medicine, Soloski's team
said they looked at the effects of
Salmonella Infection In mice.

They watched Immune cells
known as cytotoxic T lympho-

cvies (CTLs) as they approached
inlected cells, which attract the
('TLs by displaying “flags™ or
pieces of protein from the bac-
terin,

Mouse cells infected with
Salmonella used a "flag” almost
identical to parts of a "univer-
sal housekeeping molecule”
Known as a heat shock protein
and found in all living organ-
Isms.

The researchers artificially
caused mouse célls to display
the Salmonella “flag.” and the
mouse CTLs, as they should, at-
tacked them. But also at-
tacked il the cells displayed a
Eicﬂ' ol the mouse's own house-

eeping molecule or the identi-

cal human version.

e

cal issues. [t was also a

439
to radiation
in Japan
N-accident

TOKYO, Feb 1: Japan raised
its estimate of how many peoBlle
were exposed to radlation in the
country’s worst nuclear acci-
dent to 439 from 70, officials
sald today, reports Reuters.

September's accident, whnich
killed one person. was triggered
when workers put nearly eight
times the proper amount of
condensed wuranium into a
mixlnf tank at a process

lant in Tokalmura, about 1
northeast of Tokyo.
- ?ln oifﬂcial of the ?,lju;‘and
echnolo ency, which re-
leased thgyﬂ Atfre:ysaid the cal-
culation took into account local
residents as well as plant work-
ers who were not equipped with

radiation monitoring devices at
the time of the accident.

“This makes the number
look bigger than the initial fig-
ures we reported.” he said,

Of those affected, 207 were
local people who lived and
wor within a 350 metre ra-
dius of the plant. The rest were
workers at the plant or those
involved in the rescue mission.

Only three had been sed
to levels of radlation suflicient
to cause after-effects and one of
the three has already died.

Police last month inspected
the site of the accident, contin-
uing a criminal investigation
into the plant's operators and
its parent company.

Multilateral
peace talks
on ME begins
in Moscow

MOSCOW, Feb 1: A new
round of multilateral peace
talks on the Middle East opened
in Moscow today following a
nearly four-year break, the
ITAR-TASS news agency said,
reports AFP.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, whose gov-
ernment co-chairs the forum
with Russia, was in the Moscow
for the meeting, which was be-
ing held in one of the capital's
big hotels :

[sraeli foreign Minister David
Levy and senior officials from
four Arab states — Egypt. Jor-
dan, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia
— were also due to attend. The
Arab representatives met Mon-
day to coordinate their posi-
tions

Other participants inc.ude
Canada, Japan, Norway and the
Palestinian Authority.

The multilateral talks were
launched in 1992, a year after
the Madrid peace conlierence,
but stalled in mid-1996 after Is-
rael elected a hardline right-
wing government, under Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

The Moscow meeting aims at
reactivating the five working
groups that were set up under
initial negotiations to develop
policies for regional economic
development, refugees, arms
control, regional security, water

| and environment.

EU threatens
{0 cut ties
with Austria

LISBON (Portugal), Feb 1:
The European Union has given
Vienna notice that an anli-
immigration party's inclusion
in Austria's next government
will bring a severing of political
links with its other 14 member
states, reports AP.

Governments of 14 member
states will not promote or ac-
cept any bilateral official con-
tacts at political level with an
Austrian government integrat-
ing the EPO.” said an EU slate-
ment issued in Lisbon on Mon-
day. referring to Austria's far-
richt Freedom Party.

Nor will the 14 states back
Austrian candidates bidding for
posts in international organi-
zations, while Austrian ambas-
sadors in the EU capital "will
only be received at a technical
level,” said a statement issued
by Portugal. which holds the EU
presidency

It was the first time the
union has issued such a stern
warning to one of its member
states.

The statement in effect
pledged broad political isola-
tion within the EU for an Aus-
trian government which in-
cluded Joerg Haider's Freedom
Parly.

In Vienna, Haider shrugged
off the EU's warning and in-
sisted his party would continue
in talks to join the next gov-
ernment. The foreign critics
must respect the outcome of the
elections which propelled his
l,)&ll'l}' to national prominence,
¢ said.

“I am somewhat horrified
how lightly one takes democ-
racy in a country such as Aus-
tria.” Halder said, describing
the warnings as "an attempt to
take influence from the outside”
on Austria’'s internal affairs.

A spokesman for Portuguese
Prime Minister Antonio Guter-
res safid Austria would keep its
seat at EU ministerial meet-
ings. which are multilateral.

Haider's party Is in coalition

-talks with the center-right

Austrian People's Party follow-
ing inconclusive elections held
in October.

The prospect of Haider influ-
encing Austrian policy has
bmurgt fierce criticism from
EU leaders because of his
statements against EU expan-
sion and remarks pathetic
to aspects of the N

The tough statement Indi-
cated the EU was ready for a
showdown with Austria, even if
that meant unprecedented in-
terference in its intemal politi-
signal to
other far-right parties in Eu-
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