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Health in Grave Danger

ISPOSABLE syringes, good for one-time use,
getting pushed into patients
ber. One has reasons to believe
that in view of their omnipresence in medicine
shops, hospitals and clinics across the country,
hundreds and thousands of people are buying these
and subjecting themselves to the administration of
various injections completely unaware of the
deadly infections they might be taking into their
blood-streams. They are at a very high risk. of
contracting HIV, Hepatitis 'B' (jaundice), sexual
diseases. to name some obvious maladies.
From what had been a manageable problem of
some hospital employees and traders shoving used
syringes on the sly into the injectors’' hands this
has now become an epidemic of an intractable
problem — thanks to lack of timely attention to
the aberration.
The errant business with the locally available

HE slgns are galore that
the Palestine-lsrael con-
flict is well on its way to a
final settlement., That leaves
only Syria and Israel, who have
to settle their problems. If win-

ter comes can spring be far be-
hind?

The Palestinian and the Is-
racli negotiators appear to have
engaged in a last ditch negotia-
tion to meet the deadline of 13
February 2000, That deadline,
according to a Palestinian
source, was set by Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak. Premier
Barak had set a deadline during
his election campaign that he

would pull out his forces from
South Lebanon by Autumn of
2000. Indications are that

Barak Is determined to meet
those deadlines.

By 13 February the Pales-
4¢inians and the Israelis are to
formalize a status agreement,
which will lead them to a final
settlement this Autumn. Pales-
tinian leader Yaser Arafat had
two tete-a-tete with President
Bill Clinton of the USA, one In
Washington, DC and the other
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The Middle East Conflict : Reaching Homestretch
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By the 13th February 2000, should the two parties succeed in settling other outstanding disputes, it
would be a very major achievement. Truly swords would be turned into ploughshares. The
indications are that the matter is coming to a head as the negotiators meet in almost
non-stop sessions.

There are tough issues that
the Palestinians and the Is-
raclis are handling. Right now
they are to decide on the frame-
work. Among the issues are the
question of the borders of the
new state of Palestine, the re-
turn ol the refugees uprooted
from their homes by successive
[sraeli invasions. But by far the
most difficult is the status of
Jerusalem. Israel has declared
Jerusalem as the eternal capital
ol her country and has sel up
her capital In a part of
Jerusalem. Virtually no state
has recognised Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel, most notably
not the USA. Chairman Arafat
wanlts to have his capital of the
new state of Palestine on the
other part of Jerusalem. Above
all this is the spiritual claim of
Christianity and Islam. For
Jerusalem is the spiritual cen-
tre of three monotheistic laiths

LR
turn  their head tows:
Jerusalem before they ahlﬂ:éc{;
the Holy Kaiaba. Thus it is clear
that Jerusalem arouses at
passlon among the monothels-
tic faiths, It is difficult to visu-
alize a final settlement of
Jerusalem without the In-
volvement of representatives of
the three faiths.

By the 13th February 2000,
should the two parties succeed
in settling other outstanding
disputes, it would be a very ma-
Jor achievement. Truly swords
would be turned Iinto
ploughshares. The Indications

3 | The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

by a meeting between Chalrman
Arafat and Prime Minister
Ehud Barak in the presence of
US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. Hopetully
they will succeed in a putting
the seal to a framework agree-
ment, which will set a time
table. Intcreatlnglzl Barak ap-
pears to enjoy working within a
time frame, which is very help-
ful in the present juncture.

A successful negotiation be- |

tween Palestine and Israel will
clear the deck for attacking vig-
orously the other problem —

ton. It is evident that the nego-
tiators have not allowed proto-
col to stand in the way as the
representative in the case of Is-
rael was the Prime Minister
and Syria was represented
her Forelgn Minister. Not muc
has flltered about those meet-
ings but the parties are con-

ous that the stakes are . Igh
and there {s no time for petty
haggling.

deal between Syria and Is-

rael would automatically settle
the problem of withdrawal of
Israell forces from South
Lebanon. As is well known
Syria has a overwhelming pres-
ence in Lebanon and whatever
Syria decides is expected to be
accepted by Lebanon. That
would settle the problem of
Barak's promise to his elec-
torate rc%ardln the withdrawal
of forces from South Lebanon.

st T
vasl Sinal desert. Israel had re-
ceived In return recognition
from Egypt. the lar Arab
state and the most important
one as well, From Syria Israel 3
would expect fron clad guaran- >

tees regarding her security.

Golan Heights overlooks Israelj 4
territory, ce Israell sensitiv- 2
ity. Israel, however, has to
recognise that security cannot

be achlieved through a piece of
paper It resides in the hearts
and minds of people. By their
sustained contact the ice be-
tween the Arabs and Israel has
cun&ldcrabl{ melted and time (s
bound to care of the rest.

- This Is homestretch for
President Bill Clinton. During
his two terms of presidency he
has tolled ceaselessly and given
every ounce of his energy par-
ticularly in pushing the Peace
Process forward in the Middle
East. President Clinton has
achieved spectacular result like
the famous handshake on the
terrace of the White House be-
tween long-time foes — the
Palestinian leader and his Is-
raeli counterpart.

used syringes was not considered enough to whet
their profiteering appetite. They were to soon fall
for importing the same.from abroad with the fa-
cade of recycling it into something else — so-called
plain plastic products they touted. They would
polypack those syringes they had imported at dirt-
cheap prices and sell them off with a margin of
profit. Only a few months ago the government
woke up to the dangerous malpractice and declared
a ban post-haste on the import of used syringes
from abroad. This has not put a stop to their mar-
keting, however; in fact, a new device has been con-
trived to hoodwink the people. The death dealing

Golan Helghts of Syria. Very se- The problem between Syria
are that the mater is coming to  rious negotiations have tgkcn and Isrart):l resembles greatly the
a head as the negotiators meet Eiace outside Washington DC situation that existed between
In almost non-stop sessions in etween Premler Ehud Barak  Egypt and Israel prior to the
a secrel location away from the and Syrian Foreign Minister Camp David Accord of 1979. Is-
L{lfl:e of publicity. These current Farouk al-Shara in the pres- rael has to vacate from Golan
negotiations are to be followed ence of US President Bill Clin- Heights like she did from the

Why Did the Business Conference Fail?

by Dr. M. Masum

It wouldfnot howem:* ?e proper to blame the political leadership alone for failure of the business
[ conference in delivering its expected results. Did the business leaders, as opposed to the
smployees at different hospitals and clinics in co- gt : : “a. i 6 : ; .5 ’ PPOS¢

employee P :ﬂ‘;"’il‘pc:{”{:m[ﬁ"{;'f*’:;?; Lﬁiﬁg‘s}q business community in general, sincerely desire a political settlement for saving the

hort with the wholesalers have formed a country- | Bk e business communit d th 2
L ’ : community ol the country. e Huniry an € economy:
wide network to make the most of the used varieuy. ade-acam L i e AL ‘ i 25 cd

So long as the syringes do not look completely | the first session, held on
worn out they can be recycled. Jan.22, Sheikh Hasina, the
G J d f th bl thi Prime Minister of Bangladesh

LR LRE HHED UG & PROISI, 1A ng was the chief guest while in the
short of a well-publicised deterrent punishment

in Davos in Switzerland. It — pamely Judaism. Christian-

would appear that Chairman fty and Islam.

Aralat wants [rom President And on top of all this
Bill Clinton of the USA all the Jerusalem used to be the first

ﬁuaranl:es before he takes the Holy city of Islam and Muslims
nal plunge. throughout the world used to -

The Middle East conflict ap-
pears to have reached home-
stretch. What better gift to Pres-
ident Bill Clinton from the
leaders of the Middle East than
a Comprehensive Peace Treaty?

the same through mobilization
of necessary muscle power, the
business leaders essentially en- :
courage the political leaders to ¢

go the way lhg like unre-
strained, and in the process ce-

ment their mutual bondage of
serving each other's Interests
when in power often at the cost
of the natfon. The political
leaders are therefore observed
to take little cognizance of the
ublic utterances of business
eaders made often to shed

AST week a national con-
ference ol businessmen
was held in Dhaka. It was

sponsored by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-

Given the speetre of impend- It would not however be
ing hartals, frequent and pro- Fm er to blame the political
longed, in the wake of polariza- eadership alone for failure of
tion of all forces opposed to the  the business conference in de-

crippling effect on the economy:.
It was mentioned that hartals
not only caused immense suf-
ferings to the people affecting

cally stated that due to growing
incidence of hijacking ol trucks
on the national highways, it

second session, held on Jan. 24, was no longer certain that the

meted out to the culprits at the hospitals, clinics
and wholesalers' levels will help curb it. All the
wrong syringes must first be mopped from the
medicare chain and incinerated forthwith. The
matter having gone beyond the pale of hospital au-
thorities or public health officials, we want law en-
forcement people to be in charge. They should con-
duct raids wherever necessary to stamp out the
thoroughly unethical business.
What seems imperative for the health ministry
at the moment is that they issue an advisory note
to the general public how best they can read the dif-
ference between a genuine syringe and a used one.

Chittagong in Melting Pot

the Chiefl Guest was Begum
Khaleda Zia. the Leader of the
Opposition and former prime
minister of the country. That
no technical session was held
clearly reflected the special na-
ture of the conference. It was
not Lo discuss specific problems
arising out of existing govern-
ment policies affecting the
country's commerce and indus-
try. The two top political lead-
ers of the country were invited
to the conlerence with a view to
apprising them of the suffer-
ings of the business communit
arising out of inadequacies DF
governance and.political pro-
grammes of the opposition.

In both the sessions, the top
business leaders of the various
chambers of commerce and in-

imported raw materials to be
used lor production purposes
would reach the factory, and
the exportable finished prod-
ucts destined [or distant shores
would reach the ports at all. The
workers, alter putting in hard
labour for a month, while re-
turning home with their
salaries no longer felt assured
that they would reach home
sale with their money in tact.
The speakers [x:rinled oul that it
was impossible to conduct any
Kind ol business in Bangladesh
without paying extortion
money, and failure or refusal to
pay quite olten resulted in loss
of lives and damages to prop-
erty. All these reflected total
failure of the government in
carrying out their prime re-

their right to move freely, there
was also considerable loss of
current and future output and
employment as well, as hartals
scared away potential invest-
ment, both domestic and for-
eign. It was stated that the
business community was par-
ticularly hurt because, during
hartals, even when productive
activities remained suspended,
the labour had to be paid their
wages and interest had to be
paid on borrowed funds. Fre-
quent and prolonfed harials
thus adversely affected the
business community in particu-
lar besides causing severe dam-
aﬁes to the economy and
should, therefore, be avoided
at all costs.

The whole purpose of the

government, none can question
the relevance of holding of a
conlerence of this kind in pro-
tecting the interest of the busi-
ness community In particular
and the economy in general.
The attempt however did not
succeed, as it failled to evoke
appropriate responses from
both the prime minister and the
leader of the opposition.
Sheikh Hasina expressed her
willingness for talks, but the
way she did so exposed her lack
of sincerity as she wanted it to
be broadcast and telecast as if
she was going to participate in a
public debate with Begum Zia
who on the other hand just
brushed it aside stating that the
initiative came too late, and
also because, while she was in

livering its expected results, Did
the business leaders, as opposed
to the business community in
general, sincerely desire a polit-
ical settlement for saving the
business community and the
economy? An analysis of their
role in the past sheds serious
doubts in this regard.

For enforcing nation-wide
hartals, and also for resisting
them on the streets, both the
opposition and the government
require huge resources which
come primarily from big busi-
ness houses (unless funded by
foreign governments/agencies)
either through contributions
made to the opposition as in-
vestment to be recouped when
the opposition returns to power,
or through sharing of booty

crocodile tears for those whom
they represent.

Until and unless the busi-
ness community elect such
leaders representing their gen-
uine interests, as would place
the community and national
interests above thelr personal
ones, and avoid forging any
kind of alliances with political
leaders whether in power or in
opposition with a view to mak-
ing personal gains by channel-
ing resources to finance their
respective political pro-
grammes whether for resisting
or for enforcing nation-wide
hartals through use of muscle
power either to hang on to

ower or to acquire it, such
usiness conferences are des-

HE situation at Chittagong University has cer-
tainly shown no sign of improvement. In fact,
recent developments, meaning formation of a four-
party students alliance and its subsequent expres-
sion of intent towards transforming the indefinite
siege’ programme into non-stop hartal from Tues-
day. suggest that it would get worse in the coming
days. What started off with a clash between I[slami
Chhaltra Shibir and the Bangladesh Chhatra
League looks set to paralyse the whole of the port
city.

%\.’e understand and appreciate the grievance of
the Shibir activists. Indeed, Kkilling of two of their
comrades during the skirmish should be investi-
gated; and the killers should be tried and punished.
However, the path they have taken to press home

tined to fail in achieving their
ob{ectlvcs in compelling the
political leaders to listen to -
them and to redress their _'
grievances. .. ., < ‘»

The author is Professor of
Economlics , ., Jahangirnagar
University

business conference was to im-
press upon the top leaders of the
country the need for a negoti-
ated settlement so that the op-
position no longer felt com-
pelled 1o call for crippling har-
tals as the government ad-
dressed issues raised by the op-
position to its satisfaction.

power, when Sheikh Hasina,
then in opposition, waged re-
lentless war against her elected
government by calling 173 days
of hartal including blockade of
Chittagong port, the life Tine of
the economy, the business lead-

ers did not come forward with a
similar move.

with the government made out
of big commercial deals struck
bypassing transparent standard
procedures. By providing
resources this way to both the.
opposition and the government
to finance their respective po-
litical programmes, be it na-
tion-wide hartals, or resisting

dustry of the country f[reely dis-
cussed the failures of the gov-
ernment In ensuring a busi-
ness-Iriendly environment par-
ticularly in terms of providing
securily to lile and property, the
pre-requisite [or investment
and growth in any economy.
One business leader categori-

sponsibility i.e. ensuring pro-
tection to life and property, and
providing a secure environment
to pursue any kind of economic
activity. :

The opposition was also bit-
terly criticized for pursuing po-
litical programmes featuring
frequent hartals which had a

Confidence-building in South Asia: More than Difficult

"! YE Daily Star columnist p
Zaglul A. Chowdhr'ry raises by Ekram Kabir

SOIIS LS LG DOINEA B Although Mr. Vajpayee stated that he did not see the postponement of the SAARC summit as a blow to

far as South Asian peace is ’
concerned in his latest though- the regional organisation, but the postponement is seen by many to harm the regional body's future
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people of the region as well.
Since CBMs are expected to
work better between democra-
cies. and since Pakistan, for
now, is ruled by a military gov-
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inertia at the university. The general students, as a
result, would pay the price, with their tenure at the
university further prolonged and graduation into

working
Why take the failure of the law enforcement peo-
ple out on the general students? Besides, violence
on the campus would certainly have a spill-over ef-
fect on the socio-economic life of the port city. Ac-
tivities at the port city had been heavily hampered
throughout last year due to political and labour
unrest. Yet another round of
would mean yet another round of impeded port ac-
tivities. The economy certainly cannot afford that.
We whole-heartedly denounce the stance taken by
Shibir and other opposition student wings. Also,
mindless talks of making the country "another
Afghanistan, Chechnya, Kashmir,
speak of insanity of the highest order.
By any means, the deadlock at Chittagong Uni-
versity would have to put to an end. We would re-
quest the agitators to take a peaceful course to have
their demands met, instead of jeopardising the fu-

ture of thousands of general students,

Lake Scheme Deadlocked

project is
deadlocked — thanks to the 'untiring efforts' of
various ministries and organisations, including
the Dhaka City Corporation, to ensure it that way:,
The finance ministry has also chip
pretty on the file released by the ECNEC on revised
estimates. Here is another case of non-perfor-
mance and compliance by the ministries of LGRD
e DCC despite the directives of the
Prime Minister herself to speed up things. The re-
covery of almost five bighas (98 kathas) of lakeside
land from 42 influential encroachers is still a far
cry as the LGRD Ministry and the Public Works
Ministry seem hypnotised by the flurry of lob
from the illegal occupants of lakeside lands.
Is a vivid picture of how the government agencies
about their jobs in matters of public interest.
ut they are very alert when it comes to their own
benefit as the DCC people are alleged to have lost
interest in the lake project because the '17 new
commercial structures' may slip out of their hands
thereby 'depriving' them ofy
And once again the sto
the horse is back on roll as
for the lake's renovation is yet to be prepared and
accepted,
It seems (o0 many cooks are around to spoil the
broth. Everyone is shouting and no one is listen-
ing. The inhabitants of this
tial area must also voice their concern for the
stalemate in the execution of a project that, among
other things, promises to
tary conditions in the area and provide a healthy
tmosphere to their children. The government, for
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life delaved.

HE Tk 16.62-crore Dhanmondi Lake
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art, should get a move on rightaway.
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(CBMs) can work when effective
and greater push are given at
the bilateral and multilateral
levels in the ambience of the
SAARC. And also "CBMs are
difficult in the region in some
ways. both politically and oth-
erwise, but not impossible and
beyond reach”,

Now one would like to think
so and believe accordingly. But
is Lhis opinion, optimistic of
course, holds true in the con-
flict-ridden context of South
Asia? Il we look at the prevail-
ing atmosphere we would cer-
tainly reiterate that CBMs are
needed to be enforced now in
this region more than ever, neyv-
ertheless the cynics' percep-
tions may be negative. But can
we really blame the sceptics?
Mr. Chowdhury however argues
that greater political will is nec-
essary for this. And he surely
has spoken the mind of more

for a silver lining, he questions
whether CBMs are possible in
the present situation. Indeed,
they may not be in certain in-
stances.

Given the global reality, the
small countries of South Asia
would like to see their glasses
half full, but India and Pak-
istan. who occupy the powerful
places in regional politics, look
al theirs as half empty. And
trulﬁ' so. when it is seen in the
backdrop of their relationship, a
sense of hopelessness taEes
over the whole region. If it is
important to have visionary
leaders to ensure the success of
CBMs; if CBMs are bound to
fail without a clear political re-
solve and commitment, then
leaders of these two major pow-
ers. India and Pakistan, point to
the lact that confidence-build-
ing in the region is not only dif-

reach.

Why? Because the political
will needed to reduce acrimo-
nious tension between India
and Pakistan Is inadequate.
Without political will, peace
cannol be ensured. and even
the implementation of accept-
able conlidence-building mea-
sures will not guarantee unruf-
fled atmosphere. But if there is
a minimum desire to avoid con-
flict. past experience of CBMs
show several paths that might
take the disputing nations
there, no matter how painfully
lengthy they may be. Liaquat-
Nehru Pact in 1951, Indus Wa-
ter Treaty in 1960, Tashkhent
Agreement in 1966 and Shimla
Accord in 1972 are few memo-
rable examples. Again recently,
both India and Sri Lanka were
able to secure agreement on
stateless people in 1964: the
Ganges water dispute, the main

Bangladesh, has been amicably
resolved in 1996.

There certainly are more like
these. But more recently, when
al a time, the two most combat-
ive countries are expected to
show resilience and implement
some conflict reduction mea-
sures, discord between them is
on a dangerous rise, resulung
in regional disharmony.

Earlier this month, when
tensions rose to new heights
along the line of control in
Kashmir, Indo-Pak relationship
also took newer dimension of
anlmosi?r. In war of words, in
one hand, the Pakistani military
ruler General Parvez Musharraf
has said that India would be
taught a ‘lesson’ if it tried to
cross the line of control, but he
did not want to throw a 'chal-
lenge’ to India. And on the other
hand. Indian premier Atal Be-

"Badngla Bhasar
E-mail"

Sir, I have been following a
discussion on “Bangla Bhasar
[-mail” on the Internet. It is a
very important issuc that in-
volves our access to the interna-
tional arena and the fruits of
modern technological develop-
ment.

| cannot agree with a discus-
sant's observation that Bangla,
as it Is derived [rom Sanskrit.
s “one of the most sclentific
one in the present world™. How?
Docs any of these languages
contain the largest or any con-
slderable volume of sclentific
literature of the present - or

ast? Or does the largest num-

er of modern scientific terms

originate from these languages?
Or do these languages have any
specific advantage over the
most popular language like En-
lish In, say, computer uses? |

ﬁavc very “mitc ildea about
anatomy of languages, but | can
easily distinguish the practical
strengths that the major lan-
guages bear in expressing the
modern sclentific develop-
ments. Sanskrit Is both Infa-
mous and famous as "the lan-
age of the elite” for centurles,

ut it is difficult to substantiate
it as the “most scientific” or a

step further - the most modern

sclentific lJanguage. The fact

that the most famous of the
resently avallable
onts do not guarantee the con-

sistency In all situations,

Bangla

atl there are difficulties

in creating Bangla fonts to
work consistently with other
international fonts and sym-
bols, even if it may not be im-
ssible. Currently there are a
ew tricks in c-mails in
Bangla possible, but they are
neither user-friendly, nor popu-
lar amongst the majority
Bangladeshi computer users -
not to speak about the addi-
tional costs involved in usin
them. This is because most o
the computer works we do for
our livings are based on univer-
sal English (Roman) alphabets.
Unless someone has acquired
the “extra skill® for using
Bangla keyboard or fonts, s/he
will never feel comfortable in
using them. especially along-
side his/her usual standard
(English) keyboard/fonts,

As a result, most of the time,
to an ordin computer user,
composing in Bangla is a sort of
luxury (with an additional cost,
conplexity and time) or at least
an involved task. Considering
the undisputed popularity o
English alphabets and s posi-
tion as the de facto language of
the computer, we cannot expect
to develop Bangla as a competi-
tive /viable script for computer
programming, excc?t its use In
word processing for (mainly
non-technical) Internal/zonal
uses. The most cost-effective,
practical and viable solution to
this i1s may be to write Bangla In
English (Roman) alphabets.
This will enable us to accept a
computer as-it-is without need
for any involved/difficult and
non-sfandard modifications.

B e e o L T

This will have other major ad-
vantages too. The common
people would not have to learn
two sets of scripts (Bangla and
English: 39 + 26 al;l)ha ts ++
numbers and symbols) to make
their knowledge functional at
all levels. This will make easler

the access of mass Bangla liter-
ate people to the universal and
international English language
literatures. This will make our
language readable to foreigners
Loo.

They will not have to learn
anv new =script to learn Bangla
worc!s/language. And foreigners
on the road wiil be able to [ol-
low the signboards and the
names of places without assis-
tance from Jlocals. These will
make our land more accessible,
less difficult and more popular
to foreign Investors and
tourists.

This may sound to many
like a bizarre task and, appar-
ently the idea can only come
from minds with lack of love
and feelings for own mother
language and script. But, for
certain, many have tried this
solution and it works. Many
nations have realised that, and
have already consciously done

‘that considering these practical

advantages. Now they are proud
with thelr success. Amongst
them are the economic tigers -
Singapore, Malaysia and In-
donesia. They have pur-

osely/officially done it quite
Eumeytime ago. They have offi-

cially accepted English script
for writing their own languages

e —

of makin
Bengall

g | take longer time to type

Annle Barua
Arkansas, USA

in place of their own scripts
(Jawi, Javanese, Mandarin,
etc.). Singapore has totally done
away with its own language and
script and accepted English for
all C{Jractjcal purposes. This has
had tremendous effect in all
spheres of their socio-economic
development of the last decades.
We have no way but to follow
their footsteps if we really hope
to get rid of poverty through
easler access to modern techno-
logical developments.

A. Monayem Akhand
Kuala Dumpur. Malaysia

“SRee

Sir, Opinions seem to be
divided on the above subject. |
do not see any problem in

reading Bangla In Latin
script and I am sure many will

agree. There might be some who
will find {t difficult to read.

That should not preclude Ben-
gall written In Latin script. The
idea Is not new anyway. We
have been reading high quality

Bengali poetry on the Internet
written Fn Latin without  ny
difficulties, ,

Mehnaz Alam

dana

Sir, I do not with idea
e-malls written in

th English alphabets.
engali with English alphabets.

istan as an ‘enemy country’ and
said New Delhl was ready for
war if necessary.

This situation proves all the
elements of uncertainty as far
as starting a Lahore-type new
dialogue — an excelleng?urm of
confidence-building — between
heads of state of these two
countries. For his own sake,
Pakistan's Chief Executive
Parvez Musharraf however ea-

erly wants to resume the dia-
ogue as he said: "I am not say-
ing that we need to immediately
resolve Kashmir. I am sayin
that we start a dialogue, an
simultaneously, let's discuss
everything else”.

But his Indian counterpart
Atal Behari Vajpayee seems
settled on the point that India
would not talk to a military
ruler, As Indian Prime Minister
sald before the Commonwealth
heads ol state in Durban — and

, after he refused to join the

SAARC summit in Kathmandu
— that Pakistan must first take
steps to restore confidence be-

fore New Delhi and Islamabad
can start talking again. Vaj-
payee said even before the mili-
tary coup in Pakistan, India
had made it clear that Pakistan
must stop trans-border terror-
ism and end Its hostile propa-
ganda against India. Pakistan
also has to ucmonstrate its
commitment to the Shimla
Agreement and the Lahore
Declaration. Indeed, history was
made in Lahore when a beam-
ing Vajpayee descended from
the bus as the then Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
was walting anxiously to greet
hits counterpart in the historic
city. _ ,

So. in this eircumstance, the
possibility of earlier ascertained
military CBMs, like a direct
communication link between
Director Generals of Milit
Operations and a 'Hotline' be-
tween the prime ministers,
looks bleak.

Likewise, the importance of
democratisation process is
high for successfully imple-

menting the measures for con-
fidence building. Almost eve

coun
with the challe
racy. And Pakistan, in this
post-cold war era, has entered
an im

lory.

in South Asla Is fac
e of democ-

rtant phase of its his-
¢ country has its ninth
overnment in eleven years —
our elected governments, four

caretaker setups and now the
military
front". No civillan government
has been allowed to complete
its five-year tenure in office, It
is Indced a disturbing record
. both for Pakistani people and

regime with a "civilian

region is asym
territory and population of India
is larger than the territories and
populations of the other six
countries.
wishes to dominate the region
to which Pakistan does not

these countries.

Then, observing the region
torn between security dilem-
mas, one hopes — as does the
DS columnist — that SAARC it-
self may work as one of the best
possible confidence-building fo-
rums in South Asia. Now, ques-
tion arises: What would the re-
gion do with an organisation
which fails to hoid its regular
summits? And again, as a lat-
eral forum, what else SAARC is
doing better except enhancing
trade relations among the
member-states? Will there be

any lack of initiatives as far as
trade and commerce are ccn-
cerned? Not really, because
economic activity-based global
reality would have necessitated
every nation to proceed with in-
creased trade relations among
themselves even if there wasn't
any organisation. Now, as a
bloc, SAARC provides a better
chance — not an unalloyed
gledg: - to socialise and to do
usiness. The Colombo summit
was able to focus on the in-
creased economic activities in
the region. Discussions were
held on the mechanism of turn-
ing the region into a free trade
area by 2001. Political differ-
ences notwithstanding, all the
countries have promised to
work together to increase eco-
nomic activities in the region.
The key is to bring about a
common market in the region
within a framework of South
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
that removes the barriers
among the member-countries.

The question is: how?

This may sound pessimistic
when one holds the view that
there are a number of impedi-
ments to this development. The
metrical. The
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) their demands, predictable though it is in the con- ﬁL?,';,ﬁf:;ﬁt,ff;i‘;; Lnafee i activities enormously. Yet the 'goodwill,' 'cultural' and 'social' confidence-building measures remain Eﬁiﬁiﬁt't;hﬁa&w}g;;:{cﬁiaﬂ%
: text of our political culture, is bound for further vi- are Difficult on January 30, South Asia's only hope. Kargil operation against India,
1 olence, more bloodshed and eventually academic | 2000. He opines that Sl _ it Is less likely that confidence-
r confidence-building measures (han one billion people. Looking ficult but may also be beyond irritant between India and hari Vajpayee described Pak- building will work between

India naturally

. There is a view that India

has been unable to instill trust
and confidence in its neigh-
bours of the
other slide in Indo-Pak relation-
ship and the
worsened, op
trade may also fall flat.

on. With an-

political climate
rtunities for

Although Mr. Vajpayee

stated that he did not see the
postponement of the SAARC
summit as a blow to the re-
gional organisation, but the
postponement is seen

to harm the regional 's fu-
ture activities enormoualy . Yot
the 'goodwill,’'
‘'soclal’
measures remain South Asia's

only hope. il

‘cultu and
confidence-building
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