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Aar Ekushey
Book Fair
~ begins

water Resources Minister

ur Razzak opened a book
g?:lut Central Sﬂcaheed Minar

terday as a mark of respect
{?thc Language Movement

reports .
Tze minister also laid
wreaths at the Shaheed Minar

der the sponsorshir of
g:ngladcsh Book Club :nd
Jatiya Kabita Parishad.
zzak paid tributes to the
memory of the Language
Movement martyrs of 1952 and
said valiant sons of the soil like
Shaheed Barkat, Salam, Rafiq
and Jabbar laid down lives to
achieve the status for our
mother tongue as state lan-

| ﬁe'polnted out that historic

Ekushey February has gained
tion as the International

Mother Language Day under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Such recogni-
tion is yet another great victory
for the Bangalee nation, he
said

Razzak described books as
*The torch-bearer of knowledge”
and said there was no alterma-
tive to book for the promotion of
literature. culture and civilisa-
tion. He urged all concerned to
develop a habit of reading
books.

Organised by the
Bangladesh Book Club, the
opening function of the fair was
presided over by Sheikh Akram
Ali. It was also addressed, by
Director General of National
Museum. Shamsuzzaman Khan
and Deputy Commissioner,
DhaL:a. u;ﬁ;ttar lﬂlp;:_no o

ter, a was ug
out from the Shaheed Minar to
Jatiya Press Club with the slo-

%nm m ’ll_.he movement

Inside Today
Article

The Middle

East Conflict:
Reaching

Homestretch

Column: The Horizon
This Week
by Arshad-uz Zaman
Page 4

Focus

Is Bangladesh a
‘Soft State'?
Page 5

Business
JS body slays SEC

over capital market
slump

| Internet boom
threatens to widen
rich-poor gap
DSE, CSE price
quotations
Pages 6,7 &8

Praver Timings

February 2
e Sa.fAzan 1. JAMAAL |
L Fajr 5-45 6-15
L Zohr 12-15 1-20
LAST 4-15 430 |
 Maghrib 550 5-54
_Esha 7-15 7-45 |
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Govt woos US-shr

bid for Block 9

Tullow, Chevron-Texaco re-invited to second round negotiations

The government has re-in-
vited Irish oll company Tullow
and American oil glants
Chevron-Texaco to strike a
joint venture deal on Block 9
under the Second Round Block
Bidding, sources concerned
said yesterday.

Representatives of Tullow
and Chevron-Texaco may sit
with government negotiators
on February 17 with new pro-
posals for partnership. Earlier
the government repeatedly tried
to mediate a partnership among
the three companies but failed,

In a bid to rejuvenate the
second round bidding process,

By Sharier Khan

the government has already
invited US company Enron to
re-start negotiations over
blocks 3 and 6, Enron may start
fresh negotiations in the last
week of this month.

Besides, US company Pan-
gaea has also been invited to re-
start negotiations on block 8 on
February 28,

All these companies had ear-
lier slipped away from the sec-
ond round bidding negotiations
for various reasons.

The sources noted that the
[resh moves were being taken in
view of US President Bill Clin-
ton's scheduled visit 1o

Bangladesh next month. As
part of the moves, Energy Secre-
lary Towfig-e-Elahl Chowd-

hury would visit US next week.
esides, a strong political
lobby which had been backing
Tullow from the very beginning
of second round biddinﬁ is now
considering that it is the right
time to award Block 9 to the
Irish company along with two
American companies.

" However. unlike in the past
when the government had a
clear-cut leaning towards Tul-
low and its proposals, this time
it may ask Tullow to relax its

See Page 12 Col 1

A rare rally |
Members of the Bangladesh Book Club brought out a procession from the Central Shaheed

Minar vesterday on the occasion of the National Book Day.

— Star photo

Autopsy on
Afsana
done

By Staff Correspondent

Autopsy of the body of Al-
sana Mosharraf, a relative of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
was done at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday
morning amid tight security,
hospital sources said.

The body was taken to the
DMCH at around midnight
Monday. After autopsy done by
top forensic experts, the body
was shifted to the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) mor-
tuary at about 11 yesterday.

Afsana, 48. was the mother-
in-law of Samia Wajed Putul,
the only daughter of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. She
was the wife of Mosharrafl Hos-
sain, President of Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI).

Afsana was found dead at
her (irst floor bedroom of her
Uttara residence in the city late
Monday afternoon.

Prof Shamsul Islam, Head of
the Forensic Department at the
DMCH and his assistant Dr KP
Shaha who did the autopsy re-
fused 1o talk about the autopsy
report.

Dr Jalal Mohiuddin, general
secretary of Bangladesh Medi-
cal Association was also pre-
sent at the morgue when the
autopsy was done. He remained
there till completion of the au-
topsy report. sources said.

Mosharraf Hossain filed an
unnatural death case with Ut-
tara police station on Monday.
Afsana was mentally unbal-
anced for quite some time, po-
lice said quoting the FIR.

Mosharraf had returned
home at about 2:00 pm after at-
tending the Akherie Munajat at
the Biswa ljtema and found the
door of Afasana's room closed.
From the next room, he heard a
gunshot just little before dusk,
Mosharraf stated in the FIR.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med vyesterday advised the
government and the oppasition
parlies to resolve their current
disputes through fruitful talks,
reports UNB.

“Fruitful talks and discus-
sions among the politica! par-
ties of both the Government and
the Opposition would help in
overcoming the situation.” he
said.

The President gave the ad-
vise when former president and
Jatiya Party chairman HM Er-
shad went to Bangabhaban to
rectmsl him not to assent to the
Public Safety Act bill.

Ershad requested the Presi-
dent to refer the Bill to the
Supreme Court for its learned
opinion about its nature.

This is the [irst ever meetin
of deposed president Ersha
with President Shahabuddin at
Bangabhaban after he had
handed over power to the then
acting President Shahabuddin
Ahmed. following the 1990
mass upsurge.

Ershad, who has been criti-
cal of President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, apparently for the
treatment meted out to him af-
ter his exil, led an eight-mem-
ber delegation to Bangabhaban
that he had left a decade ago.

The JP delegation members
referred Lo certain provisions of
the tough law that l?'-cy observed
rur|1a|l court's power to grant
ball.

Refer Act to SC,
Ershad urges
President

They requested the President
to take positive steps in over-
coming the present political
situation following the passage
of the Public Safety Bill in the
Jatiya Sangsad.

President Shahabuddin re-
minded his predecessor Ershad
and his delegation of his consti-
(utional bindings and limita-
tions.

Khaleda, Ershad
talk latest
political situation

In a top-level opposition
meeting yesterday deposed pres-
ident H M Ershad and former
premier Khaleda Zia discussed
the latest political situation
following the passage of Public
Safety Act bill in parliament
and strategies of their move-
ment, reports UNB,

The parleys were held at 29,
Minto Road when Ershad went
there to meet Khaleda in the
evening after meeting President
Shahabuddin Ahmed with a re-
quest that he refrain from as-
senting the PSA bill.

The Jatiya Party chairman
and the BNP chief in an hour-
long meeting discussed how to
gear up their oust-government
movement,

The opposition liaison
committee members who were

See Page 12 Col 2
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36-hour
hartal
begins

By Syaff Correspondent

The/ 36-hour count de
hartal called by the BNP-led
‘b,gp sition alliance to protest

sage of the ‘repressive and
lack’ Public Safety law. will
begin at 6 am toda?r.

In support of the hartal, the
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-l1s-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote
held separate rallies and
brought out torch processions
in all cities, district and thana
headquarters yesterday.

In Dhaka, main opposition
BNP organised rallies nd
brought out torch process.ons
from the city's New Market,
Khilgaon, Mohakhall, Badda,
Farmgate, Mohammadpur,
Mirpur. Shampur, Uttara and
Rampura areas.

The main torch procession
of the party was brought out
from BNP central office at Naya
Paltan. :

JP held a rally at Muktangan

| and later brought out a torch

procession with
ernment slogans,

Jamaat and 10J organised
separate rallies at the north
gate of Baitul Mukarram
Mosque and Purana Paltan
mosque premises respectively.
Both the parties also brought
out separate processions in
support of the hartal.

anti-gov-

Hasina arrives
in Brussels

BRUSSELS, Feb 1: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here today on a four-day

official visit at the invitation of

her Belgian counterpart Guy
Verhofstadt, reports UNB.

During her stay here, the
Prime Minister will have talks
with Belgian leaders and presi-
dent of European Commission
Prof Romano Prodi on matters
of mutual interest.

State Minister for Foreign
affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister Dr SA Samad and
Foreign Seccretary CM Shali
Sami are accompanying the
PM.

Hasina is scheduled to de-
liver a lecture at Vrije Univer-
sity Brussels (VUB) today. She
will also meet VUB academi-
cians and Bangladeshi students
al the university.

Ambassador Hugo Weets,
Deputy Chief of Protocol, re-
ceived the Prime Minister when
a Biman flight carrying her
reached Brussels National Air-
port at about 8:45 am (local
time).

The Prime Minister was
driven to Sheraton Hotel in a
moltorcade. Bangladeshis living
in Belgium and nearby Euro-
pean countries greeted her at
the gate of the hotel.

'We'll scrap the

black law, if

voted to power’

Khaleda tells newsmen

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP would repeal the
just-passed Public Safety Act if
voted to power, its chalrperson
Khaleda Zia pledged yesterday.

“We consider this repressive
law as contrary to the Constitu-
tion, to the existing laws and to
the fundamental human rights.
If voted to power, we will first
repeal this law.” she said at a
press conference yesterday af-
ternoon at her 29 Minto Road
official residence.

The BNP chief said that the
people of the country would not
accept the Act because it was a
black law. hurriedly passed in
the Jatiya Sangsad In the ab-
sence of the opposition legisla-
LOors.

The United Nations in its
anti-repression convention has
adopted a decision that no
member country will introduce
such law which may curb peo-
ple's fundamental rights, but
this government went for the
black law even after signing the
convenlion on October 1998,
she said.

The BNP chairperson
claimed that the new law was
more repressive and dangerous
than the previously introduced
Special Powers Act.

“‘Since (he introduction of
the one-party BKSAL system,
the law was the worst in the
country's history,” she added.

She recalled that the party
introduced the Special Powers
Act on February 9, 1974 and
brutally repressed the political

opponents through abuse ol

power

Since coming to power
again. the party (Awami League)
has unleashed a reign of terror
on the people across the country
through abuse of the SPA.

Citing example of blatant
abuse of the SPA. Khaleda said
the government arrested 10.700

people across the country only
in 1999 and the jai?f; are
cranmined with opposition lead-
ers and activists,

She sald that the Public
Safely Act was Introduced in
addition to the SPA to intensilfy
the government's repression on
the opposition.

Khaleda who is also the
leader of the opposition said
this anti-human rights law
would not only snatch away
people’'s fundamental rights but
also creale a serious tension in
the political arena and disrupt
peace and stability.

The government in its last
44 months of rule has filed over
10,000 false cases against the
leaders and aclivists of the BNP
and other opposition parties,
and jailed thousands ol olhers.
she pointed out.

The former prime minister
apprehended that thousands of
people would be harassed and
sent Lo prison when the law
took effect. She feared it would
lead to deterioration of politi-
cal situation.

“"We think that harassment,
repression and torture on polit-
ical opponents and innocent
people will increase manilfold
and public salely will be further
disrupted. The law will be used
as a political weapon wl =n
immade ellective,” she said.

By introducing the black law
when the whole nation was
united in the one-point move-
ment, the government actually
displayed its autocratic atti-
tude, Khaleda said.

She said the new law was in-
troduced primarily to oppress
the opposition activists. pre-
venl them from getting bail,
keep them in prison for an in-
definite period and hold all
elections, including the next

See Page 12 Cor's

Pre-hartal violence

leaves 90 injured

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 90 people were in-
jured in pre-hartal violence in
Feni, Rajshahi and My-
mensingh yesterday.

Our correspondent reported
from Feni that at least 50 Jubo
Dal and JCD leaders and ac-
tivists were injured when a
group of unidentified gunmen
fired shots on a pro-hartal pro-

cession at Pangacia Road in the
town at about 5 pm.

The procession was brought
out by the youth and student
fronts of BNP in support of the
opposition-called 36-hour
countrywide hartal demanding
scrapping of the Public Safety
Act.

See Page 12 Col 7

Chinton

due on
Mar 25

By Diplomatic
Correspondent

US President Bill Clinton
will be visiting Bangladesh for
a day on March 25, it was offi-
cially announced in Dhaka yes-
terday.

A spokesman of the foreign
ministry told reporiers yester-
day afternoon that "at the invi-
tation of the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. the President of
{the United States William Jel-
ferson Clinton will be visiting
Bangladesh on March 25.

This will be the first ever
visit of a US President to
Bangladesh. The US president
was looking forward to laying
the groundwork for broadening
and strengthening the relation-
ship with Bangladesh during
the trip.”

A similar announcement
was due to be made from the
State Department in Washing-
ton about the impending visit of
Clinton. The US president had
expressed his desire Lo visit
Bangladesh much earlier but
later postponed the tour.

The foreign ministry
spokesman said "at this point
of time~ he did not have any
other details about the visit

A report [fom New Delhi
stated that the US President
will pay a five-day official visit
to India beginning on March 20

See Page 12 Col 7

Bombs explode
at Ctg BNP

office: 4 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 1: At
least four people were injured
when two poweriul bombs ex-
ploded at the city BNP office at
Nur Ahmed Road this alter-
noon, police said.

The injured were identified
as Parvez. 17. Solaiman. 18,
Abdul Hakim. 22, and Kabir
Ahmed, 23. police said. They
are Jubo Dal activists. party
sources said

The injured were admitied to

See Page 12 Col 8

Poets on the street

Noted poets of the country led
National Poetry Festival 2000.

a colourful parade in the capital yesterday to mark the

— Star photo

gal £
Samaresh Sen Gupta, Joydev

Poetry Festival

begins
By DU Correspondent

The 18th National Poetry
Festival marking the Amar
Ekushey February (immortal
February 21) began on the
Dhaka University campus yes-
terday with slogan, "May poetry
emerge victorious in the light of
mother tongue.”

Renowned poet ShamsSur
H.lhm.maﬁumu\:umled Lhe Lwo-
day festivjl as chief guest at the
Hakim Cl - pear the Unj-
versily Ce Library at+10
am. Organised bi~latiyd Kabita
Parishad. the inaugural func-
tion was chaired by the its pres-
ident poet Belal Chowdhury.

Walter resources minister
Abdur Razzak. youth, sports
and cultural affairs minister
Obaidul Quader and H B M Igbal
MP were present as special
guests on the occasion.
Renowned poels of West Ben-

Sunil Gangapadhaya,

Basu. Sebonti Ghose, Ratul Dev
See Page 12 Col 1
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Che Daily Star
Anniversary Supplement

Che Duily Star will bring out a 40-page
Special Supplement on February 9, 2000 to
mark its entry into the Tenth Year of publica-
_tion. The Supplement which is designed to
focus on the first quarter of the new millen-
nium will carry scholarly writings about the
directions we need to tale as well as reports
of our own correspondents highlighting
some positive trends in specific areas of
national life.

The price of the 56-page Baily Star anniver-
sary issue, inclusive of the normal 16-page
spread-out, remains unchanged at Tk 6.00.
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OXNARD, California, Feb 1:
An Alaska Airlines jet carryin
at least 70 people plummete
into the Pacific Ocean after re-
porting mechanical problems.
Several bodies were recovered
from the chilly water, but there
was no sign of survivors, re-
ports AP,

Flight 261 was heading from
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, to San
Francisco and later 1o Sealtle.
It had been diverted to Los An-

eles Lo attempt an emergency
r'andlng, the Federal Aviation
Administration sald. It crashed
40 miles (65 kllometres) north-
west of the Los Angeles airport
| Monday.

A large field of debris rolled
in big swells about eight miles
(13 kilomelres) offshore as air-
craft and small boats converged
on the site just before sunset,
Hours later, the high-power
lights of commercial squid
} boats (luminated the darkness

as o cutter and small boats con-
tinued the search.

Several bodies were found,
Coast Guard Lt Chuck Dlorio
sald, but he could not give a spe-
cific number,

"Every resource is out there
to find people,” sald Coast
Guard capt George Wright.
"We're actively searching for
survivors.”

Cynthia Emery, Federal
Aviation Administration flight
operations officer in Seattle,
sald there were 65 passengers
and live crew members on the
flight, Alaska Alrlines spokes-
man Jack Evans sald there were
BO passengers and [lve erew
members.

The plane was an MD-83,
part of the MD-80 series alr-
craft built by McDonnell Dou-

las. now part of Boelng, sald
ohn Thom. a spokesman f[or
Boelng's Douglas alrcraft unit.
The plane that crashed had

been delivered to Alaska Alr-
lines in 1992, Thom sald.

The jet's crew had reported
mechanical difficulties and
asked to land at Los Angeles,
saicl Ron Wilson, a spokesman
for the San Francisco airport.

"Radar indicates {t fell from
17.000 feet (5,100 metres) and
then was lost from radar,” Wil-
son told television network
KRON in San Francisco.

The airline sald the pilot re-
porled having problems wilth
(he "stabiliser trim" shortly
before the plane crashed.

On the MD-80 series air-
|J|ullt‘.‘i, the horizontal sta-
siliser looks like a small wing
mounted on top of the tail. The
stabiliser, which includes pan-
els that pitch the nose up and
down, Is brought into balance.
or ‘trimmed, from the cockpit.

~II a plane lost its horizontal
stabiliser. it would have no
means Lo keep the nose pointed

US plane plunges into Pacific

65 passengers, 5 crew feared dead

at the proper angle up or down,
and the plane would begin an
uncontrollable dive.

A source with close knowl-
edge ol the investigation, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.,
sald the flight was normal and
stable until the crew reported
control problems. Radar
showed the plane plunging to-
ward the ocean shortly alter-
ward,

Evans, the airline spokes-
man, sald the aircraft had no

revious stabiliser trim pro-
Elcms. He also said the plane
was serviced on Sunday.

Alaska Airlines, which has
a distinctive image of an Es-
kimo painted on the tails of its
planes, has an excellent safety
record. It serves more than 40
cities in Alaska, Canada, Mex-
ico and five Western states,

The National Transporta-
tion Safely Board was assem-

See Page 12 Col 7

We Are Shifting

The offices of Che Baily Star will
be shifted to its new premises at the
Karwan Bazar in a couple of days.

Please direct all

mails to the following address
accordingly. Our new telephone
numbers will be announced soon.

Che Duily Star|

|

your letters and
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19, Karwan Bazar (2nd & 3rd floors) |

|

Dhaka -1215 |
Bangladesh |




