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UK to prO\;ide f)etter
access to visasin |
* Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

Britain will provide better
access (o visas in Bangladesh as
part of its commitment to ex-
tend its services here, Britain’'s
Minister of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Office an-
nounced yesterday.

MP Keith Vaz made the an-
nouncement at a press conler-
*nce at the Bangladesh Overseas
~entre in Sylhet before heading
o India. |

The minister arrived In
yhaka on Sunday for a two-day

isit. Although Vaz visited
angladesh when he was an op-
ysition MP, this was his [lirst
sit as a minister. '

Vaz said the British govern-
1ent wanted Lo Ilmprove visa
ervices in Bangladesh, since
he number of applicants rose
ywy about 10 per cent last year.

About 19,700 Bangladeshis
applied for visa to enter the

ment Is non-discriminatory
world wide,” sald Vaz.

However, Vaz admitted there
was a possibility of introducing
a “pilot scheme” for bonds to
facilitate visa applications, as
suggested by some relatives of
people Intending to visit
Britain.

The scheme would not dis-
criminate between regions and
would only be implemented if
the people who wanted visas
supported it, sald Vaz.

Vaz sald Bangladesh and
Britain are bound by historical
ties that could benefit from
more trade and economic inter-
action.

Bangladesh should renew its
efforts lo enter European Union
markets, said Vaz. There are
275 million people in the EU
and that number will likely
grow to 500 milllon by the
micldle of the decade.
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Leader of the opposi
government primary school teachers at Osm

tion in paliament and BN

=)

P chief, addresses striking non-
y Udyan in the city yesterday. — Star photo

o

TSS

in

@A United Kingdom .last year. “Britain will argue for
LT b g :3:53]{31'70 applicants were ‘Bangladesh's grealer entry into By MllSth Hossain

at Khaleda’s behest

The non-government
mary school
their hunger strike and called
ofl their sit-in programme in

pri-

teachers broke -

By Staff Correspondent

February 26, all non-govern-
ment primary schools in the
country will be “"put under lock
and key" from February 27 to

23 to press nationalisation of
rimary schools in the country.
ey observed a token hunger
strike on January 26-28 and a
sood number of them began a

1\"Of course people were re-
fused visa butl they were given
?ear reasons in terms of their
application.” sald Vaz.

In addition to the speech, Vaz
handed over passports to suc-
cessful visa applicants, includ-
ing Nasima Begum, the [irst
Bangladeshi women to receive a
visa stamp [rom a British Min-

EU markets,” said Vaz.

Vas said there are
“wonderful” opportunities that
should be exploited by business
communilies in the two coun-
tries. since Bangladesh exports
275 million pounds worth of
goocls o the United Kingdom
but only imports 80 million
pounds.

Telephone Shilpa Sangstha
(TSS). the country’s only
telecommunications factory, is
on the verge of collapse due to
mismanagement and rapid ad-
vances in technology.

Sources said Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone
Board's decision to adopt digi-
tal technology. forced the com-

ever, Siemens

an 8 per cent s é
niade those mdiels obsolete in
1991. This maie it difficult to

ponents.

trouble

‘when they couldn’t agree on the
terms and conditions of run-
ning the lactory.

riginally known as the
Telephone Industries Corpora-
tion, Telephone Shilpa
Sangstha was established in
1967 by the government of
Pakistan and Siemens AG to
produce analogue switching

“the city yesterday following an  March 10, he announced while 3 ister. Britain will continue to in- pany Lo stop production. The Minist of Post and equipment and rotary phones.
assurance by BNP Chairperson addresl;;ﬁg, :h? l?ChHS HURCS :::tnﬁtgﬂ deati SHbyoHILIFAY BSS adds: Vaz dismissed vest in Bangladesh, and there “About 80 per cent of the Telecommunicaion is consid- T}q:;‘ r!:amcwaschanged in 1973.
KhﬂlzdaBZIa thatf l#e:r de'?m:d encj;:: ?gran?ieéjnfé?;:nce' of the —-Ym; support our newspaper reports stating should be more joint venlures plant’'s 233 machines are out- ering a joint nture with a
wou e met | er party 1s

voled 1o power.

teachers will be held at the Pal-

(opposition’'s) one-point oust-
and

Asians who wanted to visit the
United Kingdom would have to

here and in the United King-
dom, said Vaz.

of-date or redundant.,” said a

source. “It can't be used to

Chinese compary to switch the
f[actory over to amodern indus-

Sangstha employs 720 work-
ers. including 108 officers. Most

] rovernment movement 3
The unger strikers “took tla? dMaidin }nau;ﬁ c‘i‘: cirr:: H:g ?cﬂn it and I will fulfil your post a 10.000 pound bond as Before flying to new Delhi, manufacture other products. try. cannot be retrained or are un-
gc;qrga;l} ? drg‘ﬂa‘;ﬁrgﬁﬁg g:f ,lléijt (‘:;ierseo of l;ctinn will be (teachers) one-point demand if “rubbish™ and “nonsense”. the British minister also called The board switched from Alcatel, a Fréach company, willing to accept other factory
chiel an e - -

position in Parliament and
ended their strike at 2:40 pim at
Osmany Uddyan in the city
vesterday.

Before the hunger strike was
called off, President of Non-
government Primary School
Teachers Association Shamsul
Islam gave a February 26 dead-
line to the government to meet
their demand.

announced, he said.

He requested chiefs of BNP,
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Oikkya Jote (10J) to
attend the conference and to in-
clude the teachers' demand in
the opposition’s election mani-
lesto.

Several thousand non-gov-

- ernment primary school teach-

ers began a sit-in at the Osmany
Udduan in the cily on January

If the demand is not meet by

 We Are Shifting -

The offices of @he EBEIHL; cg’rm‘ will
be shifted to its new premises at the

Please direct all your letters and
mails to the following address
accordingly. Our new telephone
I numbers will be announced soon.

Che aily Star

19, Karwan Bazar (2nd & 3rd floors)

Dhaka -1215
Bangladesh

voted to power,” Khaleda said
addressing the teachers before
they ended their hunger strike.

“Please note down the date
and moment ... | am giving you
the commitment to meet your
demand. [ always keep my
word."

The former prime minister

See page 11 col €~

Hasina
leaves for
Brussels

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina left Dhaka at midnight

last night for Brussels at the in-
vitation of her Belgian counter-
part Guy Verhofstadt, reports

Prime Minister will hold dis-
cussion with the European
Union and Belgian leaders aim-
ing al strengthen relationship
with EU and also between the
two countlries.

The official talks will pro-
vide an opportunity for the
Prime Minister to discuss bilat-
eral, regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
CErnm.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister Dr S A Samad,
Foreign Secretary C M Shalfi
Sami, ERD Secretary Dr A K M
Masihur Rahman and Press
Secretary to the Prime Minister
Jawadul Karim are accompany-
ing the Prime Minister.
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“Britain's immigration pol-
icy under the Labour govern-

on BNP Chairman Khaleda Zia
at her Minto Road residence.

rolary phones to analogue and
digital models in 1989. How-

submitted a si

lar proposal,
but the plan

s abandoned

jobs. Over 150 workers have al-
ready retired voluntarily.

A deadlock situation is now
prevailing in Implementation
of the Dhanmondi lake devel-
opment project as the authori-
ties are vet to take any step to
remove encroachments, prepare
a management policy and
release necessary {tinds.

Despite ECNEC approval of a
revised budget of Tk 16.62 crore
more than two months ago and

a directive [rom the Prime Min-
ister. the LGRD Ministry, Works

sisting problems in implemen-
tation of the project.

Sources concerned said. the
LGRD Ministry has done noth-
ing except writing ‘'some letters’
to the Works Ministry request-
ing recovery of 98 kathas of en-
croached lakeside land from 42
individuals. The Public Works
Department under the Works
Ministry is also silent over the
issue of land recovery. Influen-
tial encroachers are lobbying
with works ministry officials
to slow down any move for re-
covery of the land, the sources
alleged.

When contacted, Housing
and Works Secretary Suhel

By Staff Correspondent

Ahmed told The Daily Star that
Secretary ol Local Government
Division who is chairman of
the committee for implementa-
tion of the project was looking
after the matter,

"As far as | know, a-letter
has been sent to the Home Min-
Istry seeking its cooperation in
recovery ol the encroached pub-
lic land.” Ahmed said.

“The PWD is cooperating
with the committee 1o chalk out

cials said they have released the
relevant file following ECNEC
approval. but the file is learnt
lo be gathering dust at the Fi-
nance Ministry.

Meanwhile. the contractor
has stopped work on the lake
development project as the DCC
is now unable to pay.

Project sources said some of
the components of the project
could not be given finaltouches
as they do not know who would

- look after the structures after

they are completed. If finished
structures are left unattended,
rampant theft might take place,
they said emphasising immedi-
ate Jormulation of a manage-

ment policy lor use of the com-
pleted infraslructures.

But DCC’'s Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Rashidul Alam
denied that work on the project
has been stopped. |

"We have an agreement with
the contractor that he would
not stop work. Payment is beir:l%
done in phases and it is natur
that there will be some ar-
rears.” Alam said,

About two months ago, DCC

vanl minisiries.

The CEO said the DCC has
prepared a dralt of the man-
agement policy and it will be fi-
nalised at an inter-ministerial
meeting. ~ We hope the meeting
will be held soon,” he said.

But sources said several of-
ficials of the DCC, LGRD Min-
istry, Works Ministry and the
Planning Ministry. in add™ ‘on
to a number of politic lly
backed individuals, are trying
to obtain lease of the 17 com-
mercial structures in the lake.
The DCC ‘lost interest’ in the
management policy when its of-
ficials ‘sensed’ that commer-
cially important structures of

in Dhanmondi Lake Project

4

the Dhanmondijake E,rnjcct
might slip out oftheir hands,
the sources said.

DCC is also ¥eluctant’ to
remove the struclires built de-
[yving the original @ncept of the
project. It is congleting some

"more slructures defying the
plan, ,.

DCC officials lilt an addi-
tional fence with money from
the project fund,blocking a
passage into the lake's walkway

masjid Road ‘felt that the fenc-
ing needed change'.

The peer is also an en-
croacher of lakeside public
land, according to the DCC ‘ist
of encroachers. :

"It is a deadlock situation.
Every one is loudly shouting but
nobody is caring to solve the
problems regarding implemen-
tation of the projeet,” said a
source,

While there is a deadlock in
implementation of the Dhan-
mondi lake developmeft pro-
ject, work on the two bri are
continuing under the superig-
sion of the LGED mislistry. Offi-
cials said the bridgeswould be
completed within a ft*’tn)ght.

Gangrape at Howrah station

Indian SC orders compensation
to Bangladeshi woman

NEW DELHI, Jan 31: The In-
dian Supreme Court today
asked the central government

turmed down the contention of
the appellants that the petition
was nol maintainable under the

Opposition’s -

rallies, torch
processions
today

By Staff Correspondent

Due to unavoidable

Attempt on PM’s aide

CID arrests
two after
7 months

By Staff Correspondent

Seven months after a young
businessman was shot at Gul-
shan In the city, CID recently
arrested two of the accused in
the case.

Syed Sheikhul Arefeen. a
businessman and a political

July 15 at a residence at Gul-
shan. -

According to CID. Milon and
Abdul Halim were arrested
from Gulshan on January 19.
Milon was sent to the Dhaka
Central Jail but Halim was
taken to a f[ive-day police re-
mand.

The case was filed with Gul-
shan thana. It went to the CID
in October last year following
the failure of the Gulshan police
to arrest any of the half a doze
accused in the case. L

CID official said they are in-
vestigaling the case adding they
would be able to arrest rest of

the acoused

K B . I f d UNB Ministry or the Dhaka City a plan to recover the lakeside was asked lo prepare a man- when an influenlial peer aide ol the prime minister on
Zar In a coupie O dys. S Corporation (DCC) have not land,” the works secretary said. agement policy and finalise it (religious preachefl near Sat- foreign aflairs. was shot on ,
arwan aZd p y During the four-day tour, the taken any slep to solve the per- Planning Commission olfi- through discussion with. rele- 4 3

Tender Noftice for sale of Enterprises

lo pay Rs 10 lakh as damage toa public law.

International Tenders in the prescribed forms are hereby invited from local and foreign buyers
(Individual. Company, Co-operative body, Employees' Association) for sale of the 02
following enterprises owned by the Government on_as is where is basis. Intending buyers
will have to submit prescribed tender form and other required papers duly filled in and
supported by necessary documents for the enterprises.

) & ; The

Name & Address of the Enterprises
Bawa Jute Mills Ltd.
Madanganj, Naravanganj

— BriefInformation
Land area: 14.98 acres. Loom No:-284. It
produces Hessian, Sacking and CBC Cloth.
It is only 25 Kilometres from the capital.

2. Satrang Textile

Mills Ltd.,

Total land area : 8.96 acres. The mill will

GD-9]

Secretary

maddmu dstar@bangla. net
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Bangladeshi woman, who was
gangraped al the Yatri Niwas
(retiring room) at the Howrah
Railway Station in Calcutta on
February 2. 1998, reports BSS.
The court comprising Justice
Saghir Ahmed and Justice RP
Sethi directed the central gov-
ernment to hand over the
money within three months to
the Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner for payment to the vic-
tim. The Bangladeshi woman is
a member of a union parishad.
The court delivered the
judgement dismissing an ap-

a mere maltler of violation of an
ordinary right of a person but
the violation of fundamental
rights which is involved. This
court has already held rape as
an offence which is violative of
the fundamental right of a per-
son guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution,” observed
Justice Saghir Ahmed, and thus

‘If any of such employees
commils such an act, the union
government. of which they are
the employees, can. subject to
other lepgal requirements being
satislfied. be held vicariously li-
able in damages to the person
wronged by those employees.”
Justice Saghir Ahmed observed.

Young man
knited to

lege Hospital (DMCH) where he
died at about 11:30 pm. The
body was sent for autopsy.

The victim's father filed a
case with Kotwali thana accus-
ing nine people for killing his
son. Kotwali police arrested
Asif for his alleged involve-
:inent with the killing yester-

ay.

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has called a 36-hour har-
tal across the country beginning
6 am tomorrow (o protest
passage of what they said, "anti-

eople. repressive and black
aw” in the name of public
safely.

In support of the hartal the
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote will
bring out separate torch pro-
cessions in all cities, district
and thana headquarters today.

In capital Dhaka, the BNP

Bhuiyan at 29 Minto Road, the
meeting ur all to launch an
all-out movement against the
‘black’ law,

The meeting also called upon
all political parties, profes-
sional bodjes, students and
conscious section of the society
lo join the movement to resist
the ‘repressive’ law.

resident- and CEO o
Association (PATA) fr

is postponed.
Al

are called off.
We sincerely

reg

Secret General

Eroposed visit of Jos

functions and even

inconvenience this ma

PATA Bangladesh Chay

&

GATEWAY

011-855470

to highest British Standards.

Futureklds Gateway (Pvt.) Ltd.
House # Ig(;) ~4/1, Road # 69, Gulshan-2, Dhaka
: stan Embassy) E-mall: future @ citechco.net
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Tongi, Gazipur. be sold with (more or less) 4.96 acres of W | Bnd” u oihers m a2y death in lhrcll proceogt e T labes '!
land. It has 12400 spindles and it produces {yndu;ﬁment of the Calcutta High ) of the city. Main torch proces- f!
—~ yarn., ’ The High Court verdict came Old Clty ElL?tn f?ggltiii;?;tgeﬁllll';)lc nfﬁncl{]:g::: |
Conditions : on a petition liled by a lawyer of _ Naya Paltan while others from |
(@) Tender forms and other related papers can be procured from the Secretary on all fyl‘s“ﬂifﬁgﬂﬁf?ﬁé‘ plgiﬂ?uﬁat?ialtl By Staff Correspondent ESL"hﬁ?“Q&E‘da K#;:gianar:é i‘a"i
working days from 10-02-2000 to 09-03-2000 during office hours on cash payment of }:“‘ “E“mﬂ'"(‘ld SIS }l]ﬂ Howrah J Tl i T N ik“*f"d to | hammadpur, Mirpur, harhpuc:‘-
Tk. 5,000/- (Taka Five Thousand ) or US$ 125 (One Hundred Twenty Five)which is I | Ajmeer Sharif and stayed at the near the water tank of Siddik. | 95w RamPUI iy at
non-refundable. ' railway Yatri Niwas to arrange bazaar in the Old City on Sun- | Muktangan and bring out a
(b) Interested foreigners, Bangladeshi citizens living abroad, overseas commercial firms i é‘ﬁ; {:;f: E;“I}’g?-!:;;},‘ﬂ; ,ﬁj,’{} dazl‘gigggad identified as Shah wrsh pmww%n'lm |
etc., willing to procure the tender forms and obtain information regarding the enterprise including employees of the In-  Alam, 19, son of Shaju Mian Stfpﬂ?'::ga:alﬂs and ;;ii,lghgﬁ
may contact Bangladesh High Commissions/Embassies in London, Washington, ?é?&iﬂi‘;ag; &;aﬂiﬁﬂ%ﬁ: “'3131{5; ’ﬁf,ﬁ‘ ng;f:?lsg,ﬂzgé ]’mcelﬁs.’“"** in support of the B
Brussels, Kuala Lumpur, Riyadh, Abu Dhabi, Islamabad, New Delhi, Tokyo, Singapore eral Rallway Police Station said that Alam was called out égﬁﬂl m"ﬁaﬁ'-ﬁn? fﬁ'& gua:-;noé | s
and Seoul on or after 10-02-2000. . 1 Bamages 1O The vicrn TiE L T8 remH et s o0 L. | Paltan respdbtivery: World's Best ™ |
(c) The tender box will be closed at 12-00 noon on 12-03-2000 and will be opened at f§ | High Court observed that the The gang took Alam near F;hé of gﬁgnﬁdﬂﬁk E;rﬁ:tn Lr?:gggg nr d S bt s" s COmPUter
12-30 p.m. on the same date in presence of any (enderers, if present. Eﬂ"aiﬂiﬁf’éﬂﬁﬁﬁi ltti?: :::ln Eﬂf&iéﬁi&mﬂﬁr et il [ Hons yestergiecall sl ipop He t[' aini | :
(d) The Privatization Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without ::i ; ;Ulﬁé Wﬂ]ﬁ perpetrated by the l L?Cal people rescued Alam ﬁiﬂ?‘ﬁﬂﬁ?iﬁ’oﬂ?ﬁgﬁﬁ}? S : Il ‘ Progqraminée .
assigning any reason whatsoever. "In }l:htnilgs‘gf]?:séaac, it is not lﬂil’:ll‘li:nl?lfo [?L:}i:lm?c%? ggrll-t GEE:?:JrIEd : dBuhlIP Sbjgrrﬁfﬁ
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