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Indefensible Act

. OWEVER self-trumpeting and fiercely
- righteous the government may wax on the
-. passage of the Public Safety Bill through the
| Parliament last Sunday, the enactment, which
now awaits Presidential assent to be a law, cannot
| stand the test of an objective, in depth analysis.

| First and foremost, one-man tribunals have
been envisaged to try the offences so that no scope
is left for a note of dissent to the verdict. The con-
cern for fair-play ought to be the central element in
any juridical process, something that cannot be
sacrificed at the altar of 'speedy trial'. On the con-
trary, the fact that the process of trial was sought
to be accelerated obviously warranted safeguards
to be built into the dispensation.

If bail can only be granted after investigation is
completed and it has pointed to the non-involve-
ment of the person in the crime he or she is accused
of, then why do you need to grant him or her a bail?
In fact, he or she should be promptly acquitted on
that kind of a finding. Should not they be instantly
let off the hook of unjustifiable confinement, by

all canons of justice?
The other points that we cannot but have reser-

vations on relate to acceptance of audio-video
records as evidence and 'the power to consider an
accused as an witness after reviewing the investi-
gation report.’ Furthermore, a pertinent question
basically would be: who will take cognizance of the
offence in the first place and file a case against the

offender?
To judge the new law against the yardstick of

necessity, we must say that there could have been
suitable amendments to the Penal Code redefining
some of the rampant crimes of today and adding
stringency to the sections relating to grant of bail
in certain cases so that this harsh law was obvi-
ated. Mind you, the law is to concurrently exist
with Special Powers Act. We go along with Barris-
ter Ishtiaq Ahmed's line of thinking on the issue as
reflected in his interview with Prothom Alo.

The real impediment to the rule of law comes not
from lack of law but for want of proper enforce-
ment of law or dilution of it through political in-
fluence-peddling, both overt or covert. This is
where our attention should lie.

Light at Last

INALLY, the construction of the much-talked
about Haripur power plant got off to a start at
Narayanganj on Sunday. Among the salient fea-
tures of this huge project is the fact that this will be
the first gas-fired power plant in the private sector
with an outlay of 200 million US dollars and a
Fenerating capacity of around 360 Megawatt. It is
ieartening to note that the plant is scheduled to
begin commercial operation in October, 2001 en-
suring the availability of sizable additional elec-
tricity- as quantified above to the already ex-
hausted national grid.: This, we believe, will con-
siderably improve the electricity generation-cum-
supply situation in the country.

Now the question is, if a land-based power plant
of such size can be built and made operational in
only 21 months' time, why were we made to suffer

for the last three years due to shortage of power?
The government, among other things, strongly
criticised its predecessor for the malady without
seriously taking up the urgent matter of building
power plants to supplement the dwindling capacity
of the existing ones. The tussle between the site de-
: velopers, the US company AES and our PDB has
3 been all too known to the pcople. The same also
holds good for the Meghnaghat project land which
is still to be made available to the construction
company.

The two new power plants will help expand the
local gas market to a large extent earning profit to
the gas company and PDB; because together the
power houses are likely to consume around 180
mmecf natural gas per day. It is very significant
that the rate offered by the AES will be much
cheaper than the existing tariff paid by the PDB the
benefit of which is likely to be enjoyed by the con-
sumers. Let the Energy Ministry, PDB and Power
Cell people pay more attention to Meghnaghat pro-
ject.

j Movie Stars on a Mission

TARS against Acid Throwers (SAT), an associa-
! tion of movie and television personalitizs
4 committed to fight the most heinous form of
i repression on women, comes at a time when the
- nation watches in horror an unprecedented rise in
incidence of acid-throwing. We hope SAT's
involvement would gradually grow from that of
raising funds for treatment of the acid survivors
and creating awareness among people to a
leadership role directing and mobilising a social
movement against the cruellest of crimes that
acid-throwing is. We salute them for coming
forward and committing themselves to such a
noble cause. The Acid Survivors’ Foundation
would surely be immensely benefited from having
them on their fund-raising endeavours and so
would be quite a few of the victims for whom

roper treatment would essentially usher in a new
ease of life. We wish the SAT and the foundation
all the success.

Admittedly, we have had very little success in
terms of arresting the alarming rise in the number
of acid-throwing incidents or meting out exem-
plary punishments to the perpetrators. Most of the
criminals have got away with the abominable
crime, thereby, in a way, encouraging similar
atrocities. Also, we have failed to do anything
| about the easy availability of industrial acids in
the market. On the whole, the balance tilts heavily
in favour of the criminals and young women re-
main extremely vulnerable to scars being inflicted
on their person and psyche. At the other end, we
have also failed to help the acid survivors over-
come trauma and physical disfiguration through
proper treatment. While a couple of private organi-
sations, Acid Survivors’ Foundation and
- | Monowara Hospital to name the obvious two, have
| | come forward with help, the governmént has
| largely been inactive,

We should start thinking of setting up plastic
surgery units here in the country to treat the vic-
tims, instead of sending them overseas. Not only
would it cut down on expenditure but it would also
give more victims access to treatment. We would
request the government and the people in the
movement against acid-throwing to veer their ef-
forts to this direction.

|

18 ’-",_7“'7' ! R—————

FRT

e i

m-#\ -

- . —

ANGLADESH is richly en-

dowed  with water

resources. But the country
laces serious problems as water
avallability is characterised by
wide seasonal variability - too
much water during the
monsoon and too little in the
dry season. There is also the
spatial variability to contend
with. Drainage congestion
caused by unplanned construc-
tion of roads and flood control

‘structures |s another major

Broblem that contributes to
coding. A major difficulty
also arises because the country
is the lowest riparian In the
Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna
(GBM) region and over 92 per
cent of its annual run-off enters
the country from outside its
borders. The resulting uncer-
tainties aboul the quantum ol
water have serfous implica-
tions for water management in
Bangladesh. There are further
complications as the country is
mostly [lat and the storage pos-
sibility in the country is virtu-
ally non-existent. Siltation of
riverbeds caused by silts carried
by rivers [rom upstream coun-
tries accelerates the occurrence
and accentuates the intensity of
floods: and flow reduction due
to upstream abstractions is a
major cause of water shortages
in the dry season. Any modera-
tion (during the monsoon) or
enhancement (in the dry sea-
son) ol the quantum of surface
water, therelore, depends on
interventions in the upper ri-
parfan and hence on regional
cooperation.

With population increasing
and the economic activity ex-
panding, Bangladesh is [acing
serious shortages of water dur-
ing the dry season. For domestic
water supplies in particular,
mainly in large urban centres,
the shortage is a year-round
phenomenon. And, in so {ar as
major floods are concerned,
ever-increasing numbers of
people [ace devastating conse-
quences. Although the people of
Bangladesh are known for their
resilience in the face of natural
hazards, the coping capacities
of people at large are extremely
limiled, given that about half
the population of the country is
poor on a head count basis (ie.
calorie intake being less than
2122 kcal) and the H)ropurliun
increases subslantially if a ba-
sic needs approach is adoﬁtt‘d.
Widespread sulffering is, there-
fore. caused by a natural hazard

like a major flood. The pursuit
of development projects is also
adversely aflected, as resources
need to be diverted to the miti-
gation, rehabilitation and re-
construction efforts following
such a flood. In addition, cer-
tain parts of the country also
suffer from drought or drought-
like conditions, adversely im-
pacting on agriculture and
other economic activities.
Water ﬁlannin efforts in
Bangladesh date back to the
1960s; several major water
planning exercises have since

Water for Sustainable Hum

By 2025, Bangladesh’s water r
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egime will be characterised by a high degree of efficiency and equity in

the development and management of the country’s water resources, contributing to such national

L]

goals as accelerated and equitable economic development and social progress, the development o
the capabilities of all citizens of the country and uplifting of their livif:g gmdi;iona, and n‘:aintailf-

been carried out. The latest n
the serles is the under-imple-
mentation national water
management B}nn exercise to be
completed by March 2001, being
carried out under the auspices
ol the Water Resources Planning
Organisation (WARPO). But un-
tl early 1999, there was no Na-

tional Water Policy so that all

previous planning exercises
were carried out without a uni-

fying set of principles and
guidelines to refer to,

However, lots of useful in-
formation and data were gener-
ated through those studies,
which can be profitably used as
background material for cur-
rent and future water planning
and managernent exercises. The
National Water Policy adopted
in early 1999 provides the
framework for planning exer-
cises to be coherently and pur-

osefully carried out, taﬁing
nto account the relevant reali-
ties, dynamics, and linkages.

While in the past the focus of
water planning was mainly on
irrigation and flood control,
currently focus is being given
on uses of water and flood man-
agement (rather than flood con-
trol). The various water-using
sectors include domestic uses in
both rural and urban areas,
agriculture, industry, fishery,
navigation. environment and
hydropower.

Various supply and demand
aspects have been indicated
above. With these factors kept
in view, a water vision will
have to do with the availability
of water matching the need for
it seasonally and spatially as
well as sector-wise. Flood man-
agement during the monsoon
and enhancement of flows dur-
ing the drﬁ season are key con-
cerns in this context. As noted
earlier, the demand for water
will increase in the future; its
implications would mostly re-
late to the dry season. Cur-
rently, water avalilability in the
critical month of March is sub-
stantially short of the demand
and an estimate (see 1991 Water
Management Plan) projects the
shortage at 880 million cubic
meters in 2018, which may be
larger in 2025 if computed on
the same basis. However, the ac-
tual need in 2018 or 2025 can be
significantly less than this pro-
jected demand if water demand
management {s Iimproved
through such practices as con-
servation, water-use efficiency
and recycling.

A holistic and integrated ap-
proach to water management is
needed in order that all relevant

aspects on both supply and de-
mand sides and thelr critical
relationships can be addressed
in a manner that would ensure
the best possible utilisation of

the watlers available and max- -

imise the benefits for all con-
cerned. All stakeholders on
both user and management
sides need Lo be appropriately
involved in water management,
Special needs of such groups as
women and youth should be
given due attention. Mecha-
nisms should be developed for
resolving conflicts between dif-
ferent water-using sectors and
groups, between different agen-
cies involved in water planning
and management, and between
users and planners/managers.
The National Water Policy pro-
vides the guidelines for develop-
ing such a holistic approach,
However, it Is necessary that
appropriate Institutions be de-
veloped with their mandates,
linkages, and coordination
mechanisms clearly defined.
Efficiency, transparency and

lems will not only sist but
may compound, with crises of
one kind or another plaguiag
the water sector. There will, as a
consequence, be severe, adver se
impacts on the economy and
the soclety. The optimistic sce-
nario obviously is not realis-
able while the pessimistic sce-
nario Is not acceptable, There-
fore. the vision may be con-
strued In lerms of a plausible
scenario, With sustainable hu-
man development as the over-
riding goal, the forging of a
sustainable water regime could
be achieved through appropri-
ate action with respect to vari-
ous forces operating on supply,
demand, and management of
walter resources.

The forces or elements,
which would influence the con-
ditions towards achieving the
water vislon goals, are called
water vislon ‘drivers'. Im-
provement in the conditions
would imply such developments
as tm})roved and assured water
supplies, reduced flood vulnera-

“i|by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

accountability need to be estab-
lished throughout the manage-
ment system: and efficient util-
isation by all water users must
be ensured. In this context, a
regulatory system needs to be
put in place defining water
rights and responsibilities of
different water users concern-
ing, for example, access, use ef-
ficlency, and pollution control.
Pricing mechanisms may also
be appropriately used to regu-
late access to water both to en-
courage water-use efficiency
and to raise funds to meet the
costs of projects,

A vision Is of course a
dream. One can therefore envi-
sion that all the water sector
and related problems, be they
on the supply side or on the de-
mand side or in management,

will have been resolved by 2025,
generating a cohesive, sustain-
able water regime consistent
with high levels of equitably
distributed socio-economic per-
formance in the country, This
is an optimistic scenario. Al-
ternatively, the vision may be
related to a pessimistic sce-
nario, implying that the preb-

bility, improved demand man-
agement, improved equity in
the access of various soclo-eco-
nomic groups to water, better
distribution of water among
various water-usin sec-
tors/users, improved ability of
the people to face flood hazards
and use water more profitably,
improved governance and insti-
tutional framework for more
effective water planning and
management, and effective re-
gional co-operation. There are
many drivers. For convenience,
these may be grouped under the
following categories: demogra-
phy, economy, societal ability
and well being, technology, eco-
logical harmony, governance
and institutional capacity, and
regional cooperation.

The elements or drivers to
focus on under different cate-
gories would include: size of
population (water user), density
of population, and rural and
urban migration under demog-
raphy; patterns of development,
per capita income, poverty ra-
tio. economic growth rate. and
savings and investment ratios
tnder vconomy, social equity,

! |

ing ecological and environmental hamonz. X

access o employment
g:iarticularly of the poor and

isadvantaged). literacy rate,
slatus of women's involvement
in waler management, and ac-
cess Lo health care and sanita
facllities, and access to pipe
waler under socletal ability and
well-being; access to appropri-
ale technology for efficient
harnessing, distribution and
use of water in various sectors,
waler and sewage treatment, ef-
fluent management, land
reclamation and settlement,
and disaster preparedness and
warning under technology; wa-
ter quality, drainage, salinity
intrusion, (lood and drought
vulnerability, channel mainte-
nance. blo-diversity, forest
cover, land degradation, and
alr pollution under ecological
harmony: political commit-
ment. public awareness, public-
private partnership, institu-
tional framework, legal provi-
sions. regulatory mechanism,
involvement of local govern-
ment bodies, and efficiency in
decision-making - all concern-
ing water management - under
governance and institutional
capacity: and regional co-oper-
ation in harnessing and man-
aging water resources of com-
mon rivers, particularly in
flood forecasting, warning, and
management under regional co-
operation.

The drivers listed above un-
der any category are certainly
not exhaustive. But these con-
stitute an important set to focus
on. As 1o goal setting concern-
ing the drivers. some examples
relaling to a sustainable water
regime by 2025 are as follows:
population size to be contained
to about 176 million, thereby
containing the demand for wa-
ler: per capita income to be
raised to $1200, thereby raising
the ability of the people to face
flood hazards and to use water
more efficiently: access to
health and sanitary facllities to
be available to 100 per cent of
the population, thereby improv-
ing their well-being; women's
status to be equal to that of men
in general and in the context of
waler use and management in
particular; a high level of water
and sewage treatment to be en-
sured; {lood vulnerability to be
reduced to a low level; an effi-
cient institutional framework
for water management includ-
ing appropriate local govern-
ment involvement to be put in
place: and an effective regional
cooperation in flood forecast-
ing and warning to be fostered.
These are some examples of

goals that may be sel concern-

specific drivers in the con-
:251 F::l' a sustainable water

sime by 2025, Regarding goal
;?ft?r:f{ or other dﬂvcrﬁlated
in the preceding paragraph, one

Ahmad et al.,

may consult Q Water Vialon

"Bangladesh

0025 Bangladesh Water Part-
nership (BWP), Dhaka. July
1999

The various drivers belong-
ing to different categorics may
evolve in one fashion or an-

other and interact in different
ways and in different combina-
tions and the consequences de-
pend on the way they evolve and
the manner in which they in-

teract. In order to achleve the

vision goals, a framework for

action in terms of policies and
programmes needs 1o be de-
signed and im lemented to ap-
propriately I

to be used in this context for a
particular driver would

al set in respect

egy with respect to a particular

driver needs to be derived from
holistic considerations involv-

ing Its linkages with other ele-
ments within the cate m‘jy and
rame-

outside. And the overall
work for action embodying all

the driver-specific strategies is
ted to lead to a sustainable

water regime by 2025. That is,

by 2025, Bangladesh’s water
regime will be characterised by
a high degree of efficiency and

equity in the development and
management of the countrys

water resources, contributing to
such national goals as acceler-
ated and equitable economic
social
progrees, the development of
the capabilities of all citizens of

and uplifting of
and

and

development and

the country
their living conditions,
maintaining ecological

environmental harmony. To-

wards realisation of this wvi-

sion. there will need to L« a

strong political commitment Lo
it underpinned by a broad-
. based national consensus, and
commensurate mobilisation of
financial and human resources

in its favour.

A vision, a dream for the
Bangladesh water sector has
been outlined above in the con-
text of sustainable human de-
velopment. The strategic direc-
tions for creating the condi-
tions for its realisation have
also been indicated.
conditions cannot be designed
and fulfilled, the sector will be

afflicted with crises of different

kinds; and, as alluded to ear-
lier, a water crisis scenario will
be in prospect, with serious ad-
verse implications for the
economy and the society. Be-
tween the two options, the
choice is obvious. The question
is: will that choice be made and
properly implemented?

Bangladesh up to 2000 : A Social Anélysis ?

HE year 2000 has brought
with it a new century as

well as a new millennium,

And as with so many things as-
sociated with a typical
Bangladeshi context, there is
arguably question over the ex-
act beginning of the 3rd mil-
lennium. Which means we
could well be stuck with the 2nd
millennium till December 31,
2000. But for die hard 2000 fans
it comes after much wait, and
with much expectations. It
seems Bangladesh has too
many faces of the same nagging
problems that have mush-
roamed over the years. Many of
these have actually an interest-
ing birth, stimulating to the so-
cial scientists and relief to the
common man. When the aver-
age Dhakaite heaves "Inshal-
lah" as his day starts he is sens-
ing success somewhere in the
future, Many have opined that
this somewhat illusive burst of
opportunities has come at the
cost of several fundamental so-
cial structures; and dear ones at
that What we have witnessed
into the 21st century is degrada-
tion ol important sectors in the
growth of a nation. What are
these sectors that public figures,
scholars and seminars shouted
aboutl over the past 28 years?
How have politicians and poli-
tics become one of the most de-
spised of all social sports? What
dilapidated sectors and crum-
bling morals have we hauled
into the millennium? The press
has testified to many unique
and striking events but what
have follow-up commentaries
actually done? It is, woefully
once again. time for the leaders
and decision makers to wake up
lo these questions and begin
mending policies to take the
country forward as it peers into
a fast and possibly, rugged cen-
tury. Reviewing the achieve-
ments and failures, along with
trend-setters, is a practice we
have been taking some solace in
and then kept it at that only.

by A Maher

Over the last 29 years, Bangladesh seems to have excelled in coming to grips with the reins of mate-

rialism. As with every trend, scheme and social norm it has come across, ifs abundant manpower

has taken to it with a glee a mechanic does to a new drill. But only as far as the mechanic; the me-
chanic is not an engineer who has strong control over what makes his tools work.

This article attempts to strike
that same well-beaten path to
catch our policy makers in
their New Year revelry.

Some Weaves of the Po-

litical Fabric

[t is an arguable fact that
what has been happening in
Bangladesh during its "restive’
periods of autocratic rule and
after independence did not set
olf the trends and boom of what

we have brought with us to the
new century. There was not a
sudden change into overly capi-
talistic markets or a sudden in-
crease in the circulation of
money among the middle class.
After the 1990's we have secn
several changes that have
snowballed into dictating the
present trends in today's local
markets. Go out to any market
now and you will see customeis
buzzing like never before. What
are the reasons for this? To a
layman it would definitely
mean some improvement
(actually a drastic one at that)
in the overall economy of the
nation. Politicians have * ad
their role to play here no do .bt:
democracy has to be given its
place as well. As the corridors
of power widened after the fall
of the autocratic regime, deci-
sions went through more heads
and sections of society leading
to somewhat uniform reflection
of pressing issues. Sweeping
changes however were not seen
because of the traditional "Ban-
gall” temperament towards the
new administrative system.

Rewarded with so much flex-
ible power and self-moulding

law in the name of democracy
the ruling parties rather replen-
ished their coffers, both corpo-
ral and emotional, at the stake
of the country, For many, the 's-
tate' of the country was a term
they had given birth Lo under
the impression that is could be
nursed whenever the nced
arose, so importance was not
attached. For the policy makers
selflessness was not even a sec-
ondary thought with the rew
taste of administration and au-
thority being handled in a
primitive manner. Returns on a
national scale became visible
only after the first term of the
new breed of pro-democracy
leaderships, or to be completely
honest, a few years after each
party had come to power. It was
true for both the major parties
that have featured in runnin

the nation, both grappling wit

inexperience crippling obliga-
tions and irresponsible emo-

BB price of democracy

was probably to forfeit its
founders as sacrifice and de-
liver only to future beneficla-
ries with its fruits, but it was
one which no one was prepared
Lo pay.

That was one trend difficult
to see off until all had reaped
their rewards. By the end ol the
current term of the ruling party
there would hopefully be some
balance and maturity in the po-
litical arena. From then it
would be crucial to emphasise
on the correct wielding of a
lawmakers' power in the devel-
opment process; the step can
even begin [ar earlier as many
have already, rather harshly,

"A splendid con-

vergence"

Sir, The above mentioned
editorial in the DS issue of Jan-
uary 30, 2000 contains a word
"Convergence” which Is not
found in the English Dictio-
nary. Does it mean coverage?
However, the message of the edi-
torial is very good Indeed. Un-
less one achieves divine disci-
pline in his life, his existence
on earth Is meaningless. It is
also applicable in the case of
politics.

The Akheri Munajaat on the
last day of the Biswa ljtema |Is
very meaningful for various
reasons the chief being the
safety and security of Muslims’
lives. Let us hope that our polit-
ical leaders may take part In
the Munajaat and seek divine
blessings in order to save the
country from many ills and

"spare the people of confronta-
tional politics” for the good of
the present and future genera-
tions.

Abul Ashraf Noor
House#09, Road # 04
Sector#05, Utlara
Dhaka-1230

The expectations

Sir, When we think of our
predicaments at the end ol our
quarter and plus years of the
century of our independence, it
is not what our freedom fighters
opted for at the cost of their
lives. Some of those are still
living in sub-human condi-
tions. The price they paid for an
independent Bangladesh was
(oo exorbitant but the return
(hey see is abysmally dismal.
Mirza Ghalib may have fore-
seen this, as he wrote:

"The price love pays is parl
of love's necessity. The hand
unable to lift the stone is con-
demned to keeping faith.”

What we got are only self-ag-
grandised politicians, their ha-

tred Llowards each other, hood-
lums. mastans, sireel gangs,
spread all over our sacre insti-
(utions and in every human
habital. At our citizenry's end,
we have our [rustrations, ever
increasing threat to our life and
living, unnatural death and our
unknown and unidentifiable
‘enemies’ are sprawling around
our homes.

Syed Waliullah
Dltmka
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visualised the results of selfish
misrulc on the society. Many
other 'new aspects of adminis-
tration and state are looming in
the future as with the transition
of any developing nation into a
developed one. all subject to
analysis in history but only to
those literate in the field. The
lesson to be learned here is not
to be overwhelmed by emerging
concepts in such primitive
manner as a child does with his
new toys, sometimes even
breaking them. The culture to
learn from the past has only
come to facilitate material de-
cisions; it has not incorporated
itself deeper as a philosophy as
to why this learning is at all
needed.

Learning about Educa-
tion
Education is another crum-
bling social domain which has
been used ruthlessly for all pur-
poses other than a foundation
of knowledge. Its link with poli-
tics is well cxperienced, the
helplessness ol leaders without
student support. conflicting
conslderably at limes with the
state blueprint. The Dhaka
University, considered the cen-
tral seat of learning bears tes-
timony to a devastated student
culture. From ‘persuading’ po-
litical opponents to grabbing
lucrative tender bids, 'student
leaders’' have defined a new
term. All now know that there
is little higher education in the
country, with those unfortu-
nately graduating sucked into
unemployment.
Decisions to this issue have
been made with all the wrong
foresights, if there was any
foresight at all. Quite to nature,
a country fresh from indepen-
dence could hardly be expected
to push for a sector like educa-
tion, where millions of people
had come from the aftermath of
war into a lost homeland. And
that is where Bangladesh in-
vited distress. L.ong term plan-
ning meant the state machinery
would be fed in around 15 to 2
‘ears with intellectually
rained bureaucrats who could
then take on the reigns more
naturally from their pioneers.
Naturally, because the new edu-
cators of the nation would have
to be a fraternity of their own
with no intervention form any
other political, social or bu-
reaucratic quarter. Such
haughty thoughts aside, the
academic foundation of the
began leasing itself to
[inancial possibilities in and
effort to revive the infrastruc- -
ture right after the 1990's. Dur-
ing the last three years insti-
tutes with foreign funding have
sprung up in every corner of the
capital blaring credible degrees

and attractive curricula which
is another deterrent to the
proper recuperation of a recov-
ering or fallen system. During
the initial stage of any reform
there should not be any external
influence on the system else
there may form harmful muta-
tion in the core.

The predicament intensify-
ing over the years, all the gov-
ernments and decision makers
in power then failed to address
them with the correct approach.
More and more students ame
involved in destructive and
anti-social activities or the fre-
quency of such incidences in-
creased. All administrative
quarters defended their ineffi-
ciency by stating figures which
reflected that only a small
numbers of students were re-
sponsible for the majorily of
crimes and violence. The role of
the press here may also be de-
nounced for not acting as a
guide to the leaders or attempt-
ing to mould a national out-
look. A series of editorials from
different sections of the press
covered student related inci-
dences admirably but an
equally long series of analysis
on how to b about a change
in the ‘culture’ would probably
have yielded visible results. The
authorities, government or the
opposition were always the one
reproached without an ins/_ht
into the cause-effect behavioral
aspect of the student commu-
nity. This arrogant eye brings
to view a rather fundamental
aspect of human attitude — that
if the students had something
better to do they would not pur-
sue politics. That with a tactic
to divert, the problem could be
handled easier. All have failed
in this area either missing the
whole idea or not focusing on
Lhe right issues. Some social
scientists have suggested the
youth community are in great
need of basic amenities like
healthy entertainment, recre-
alion, basic social services, etc.
to lead a civic life without pent-
up frustration which could turn
violent,

A Trend of Cultures

From the end of the period
referred to as restive for
Bangladesh, another paradigm
of human mindset has worked
its way unconsciously into the
new millennium. Dhaka be-
came prone to the wail of differ-
ent “cultures” from the early-
nineties, which saw people in-
vest money and effort to make
their habits news and a part of
national policy making We
first began seeing the rise ¢ the
real estate business with ¢ ery-
one suddenly interested with
buying themselves snug ac-
commodation: the automobile

business followed suit takinﬁ
advantage of down-to-eart

taxes on imports — the effect of

that buying spree is now felt
strongly in the present state of
the clogged traffic management
system. Meanwhile the gar-

ments industry, one of the chief

foreign exchange earners, had
crept into local markets dis-

tributing the national income
the middle class

more among
(in the sellers) and also increas-

ing material resources among

them (in the buyers).

These were the economic

changes shaping the Dhaka so-

ciety into a volatile hub-bub of

activity and national boom.
The general public

worth a mental exercise or a
topic for the livin

at which people use

and children were almost in

proportion to the number of

new laws and bills passed

against them. Police were num-

ber and could not alter the fig-
ures. they themselves had some
numbers to contribute to the
list. When institutions like the
state vigilantes collapse it ush-
ers the crumble of the society's
morals — indeed sexual attacks
had become an everyday phe-
nomenon people woke up to.
Observers were quick to crack
down on the visual and news
media for -generating explicit
coverage of the wrong things.
Satellite television channels
were blasted but remained cosy
in the investments of leadin
industrialists and continueg
transmitting the waves of alien
culture. Again a dearth of
healthy social services seemed
like one of the causes. The gov-
ernment once more cracked
down on the physical forces at
play displaying power with
some quick arrests and hauling
In suspects. Topics contribut-
ing (o the rise in the crime w .re
nol addressed as its continued.
As usual people saw people
working, but the measures not
producing results.

Over the last 29 years,
Bangladesh seems to have ex-
celled in coming to grips with
the reins of materialism. As
with every trend, scheme and
social norm it has come across,
its abundant manpower has
taken to it with a glee a me-
chanic does to a new drill. But
only as far as the mechanic: the
mechanic is not an ineer
who has strong control over
what makes his tools work.
Pi(tjy the politicians — that
judgement and the onus of tin-

ering a scorned societal
fssegcegn called thl? mind is what
1as so cruelly hea upon
their rcsponslbiu}t'jcs. ?\fd B?e
engineers in the corridors of

power have only been too ha
hat

o play with the drill of t
mechanic.

uence the devel-

opments concerning various
ir?dlvldual drivers and their
interactions. The instruments

dcpetll:d
t rrent situation, e
D Tt 19 of it, and the

est possible strategy that can
be constructed for achie.'ng
that goal. Obviously. the strat-

If these

were
obliquely aware of the changes
but did not think them to be

room. What
shook them out of the shopping
shock was a plunging law and
order situation making Dhaka
a lurking nightmare. A series of
rapes, murders and mugging
changed the general cf)ers eclive

to gck at
life. The heinous rape of women
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