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World Economic Forum: Most Exclusive Gabfest Pay Heed, Will You?

T:Lﬁeﬂ%ﬁrﬂm&ﬁ meeting of Harun ur Rashid writes from Canberra, Australia BOOK REVIEW

’ idi backd the h £
e et by s S Workd Beonamis Roruss oo Been redlied uifh prociding = BocKedrop ever The pears for e N . )
‘W ad Pollution

1
1
|
1
|

Greenpeace. The head of World
Trade Organisation(WTO) Mike
Moore and the Chalrman of De
Beers p of South Africa No- |
cholas Oppenhelmer are to de-
bate the role of NGOs In the
global agenda,

el

tri comm | -mending and bridge building.
5l Jl:lr:lmﬂ%r six ?:;:. m‘;'t?; o Africa’s business leaders and the African National Congress.
meeting Is the first multina-

-

. Uonal event since th meeting m (Oxford . Development and eco- Joy." Development should be all humanity was connected Corporate attitudes have Edited by Dr. Naila Z Khan, Professor, Child
' of the World Trade Brmi“_ o nlmu:‘:l;lfl? "PWF;:,”:&‘“{&’EM :2:11.: g:owthpshouldbe seen as targeted Lo remove poverty and and that human suflering any- changcd after the debacle in N eurolo Y a n d Develoom t. Dhaka ’Shishu
. Uon In Seattle last December development was not merely an  the “process of expanding the ﬂ““r economic opportunities, where was relevant. The bot-  WTO's talks in Seattle, The per- Ol0BY eveiopmeny;

' President Clinton and Bﬂﬂ!l‘; economic process but a political real [reedoms that pmp]c en- e also argued eloquently that tomline s that economic ceptlive business leaders re- HOBpltal. ’

-

Prime Minister Tony Blair were

have been invited 6 nerg e

| n o

in the meeting. 7
Since the meeting attracts

hg:)gl;oﬂlc world leaders, the
1 siness leaders including
Bill Gates are to attend the

s e

growth Is to be judged from the
point of view of soclal conse-
quences.

Globalisation has not bene-
fitted many of the Third World
countries. It is alleged that

lobalisation has ignored
uman face.” The claim of all-

alised that they needed to en-
gage civil society rather than
scorn it. The World Economic
Forum, according the founder
Swiss business professor Klaus
Schwab, provides the opportu-
nity to the business leaders to
be aware of the fact that busi-

meeti after the ent inclusive globalisation remains pess cannot operate in this cen-
- USS22.000. The pu%i{;;ugn?: a myth in the developing tury without moral considera-
:,;mtrlctcd and {s by invitation countries. The world has to tions.

_only_ The Forum is unlque in create an environment of re- The World Economic Forum

the sense that the discussions

"are held in an atmosphere of in.

sponsible globality.
The main themes of this

has been credited with provid-
ing a backdrop over the y*ars

"'ﬁfﬂflﬂﬂ]il and A year's meeting are the impact of for much fence-mending and
" lowed b);r que:&g:iadl;;?'ﬁl. internet an(‘i biotechnology. bridge bullding. The Forum

swers. often l-lncomfortablc to This is a ‘VEI'?: diﬂﬂl’ﬁdﬂt sel of claims a role in bl."iﬂ ng to-
. the speakers. The Forum does concerns to the agenda a year cther South Africa’s business

not make recommendations or
releases any communiques.

This year the meeting is tak-

divided into three kinds of na-
tions: those who spend lots of

ago. Business leaders repre-
senting 60 to 80 per cent of
world production are attending

tion. To avoid the protests from
the non-government organisa-
tions (NGO), the Forum invited

eaders and the African Na-
tional Congress. This year it
supposed to provide a meetin

The global summit at Davos
appears (o be more than an eco-
nomic forum. It Is as much

[ :

lace in the backdrop of the Forum. America's lead! place for dialogue between Ara
k lng£m of world ecomg, al,l-:; o layers in the technology an and lIsraell leaders, a process
j g: business potential of the e | nternet revolution arc present  that would involve President
* internet companies. However Je as well. Clinton as both Prime Minister
4 inequality has lnc:"cascd be- . - As a result Davos has be- Ehud Barak and Chairman
. tween the rich and the " ® come a focus for anti-free Yasser Arafat were supposed to
< countrigs. At the bcglnnimf § - ' traders and environmentalists pe present in Davos, é’ut Barak
' the 21 century, the world is i' 1 as the World Trade Organisa- at last cancelled the trip.

; i

money to reduce body weight,
those who eat to live and those
where people don't know where
the next meal is coming from ?

As Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen in his recent book Devel-

—— e

: N a move that stunned the
legal community, the Chief

arties protest, as the Bhutto- . .
ing ravﬂurs and rewards. The parts ol Lhe Cﬂnslituuﬂn that the end of the Nawaz I‘Egimt‘. JU icia has 1btﬂn dl‘.‘temﬂrﬂng Eardartﬂﬁals showed The in- Dnly nuclear Cﬂpablf Islamic mentation ol pf]“f'it’f‘:- for clean of the two-stroke autorick-
shock action against the senior dealt with the judiciary. The have been systematically the right of different players to ability to separate themselves state, bordering fanatic air in Bangladesh. More impor- shaws.
members of the judiciary, three judges and the generals fell out alienated govern. The effect has been the from political issues has un- Afghanistan, bodes ill for the tantly. scientific research find- In the sixth section, a small
months after the military when the generals issued an ex- : politicization of the judiclary Garmined the independence of . international community ings have been put forward in opulation based surve’ of
takeover, clearly betrayed the ecutive o ,;;.futciu,gnmgjudges The inability to formulate and the collapse of freedom and ' . Judiciary and made courts | . easy format and language teo lgod lead levels conducted by
nervousness of thée new regime. (O fake an oath of a ance to an Independent mechanism for law. controversial. The judicial crisis is illus- convey the urgency of the mat the Shishu Bikash Kendro re-
It also alienated public senti- the new order. Publicly, the accountability, the failure to Since democracy was re- trative of the challenges Pak- | ter to the general public. cently has been highlighted i.e.,
ment. particularly from the bar sacking of the judges has been undo the wrongs of victimiza- stored in 1985, the death of Even darker days may lie Istan faces as it begins the twen- The first section gives in- its main findings have been re-
, associations and the human Viewed as an echo of the steps  tion by the Nawaz regime of its three different governments, ahead for Pakistan's embattled tylirst century. It is time for the | formation to the general reader produced. It shows that no pop-
rights organizations. : laken by Pakistan’'s previous political opponents, the lack of enjoying a parliamentary ma- judi \ary. Despite published re- generals ruling Pakistan to | on sources of léad in the envi- ulation is exempted from Ed |
The judicial massacre was military ruler, General Ziaul communication with the com- jurltg. was pronounced through ports of judicial impropriety, take stock of the last three ronment. ils toxic effects and poisoning. However, the worst 3§
precipitated by reports swirling Haq. 10 pack the judiciary with bined opposition and now the the blessings of the judiciary. In  thc courts have failed to take months and correct negative | effects on health and develop- sullerers have been shown to be
in Pakistan that the Chief Jus- j'-;::ﬁes' loyal to him.This poses a  brutal sacking of known inde- the last four years, the Pakistan action against errant justices as  developments. This can be done | ment of both-: children and the urban slum population, es-
challen

slice of Pakistan and four-
teen other judges were swiftly
and arbitrarily sacked by fiat.
The savage massacre of the ju-
diciary took place as it geared to
hear an application for the
restoration of the ousted gov-
ernment of former Prime Min-
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Swiss riot police stands in line in Davos as anti-globalisation protesters try to march on
the World Economic Forum in Davos Saturday. Demonstrators smashed windows and
injured at least one policeman during clashes.

— AFP phote
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some 15 heads of NGOs. The
business leaders will be 1 .er-
ested to listen, among other -, to
Pierre Sane of Amnesty Inter-
national and Thilo Bode of

about economics as about poli-
tics,

The author., a barrister, is
former Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN, Geneva

P ﬁ‘h_e Judici

al Crisis 1in Pakistan

by Benazir Bhutto

" The judi-cial crisis is tllustrative of the challenges Pakistan faces as it begins the twentyfirst
century. It is time for the generals ruling Pakistan to take stock of the last three months
and correct negative developments. This can be done if the generals show they have a
will to create political consensus for reform. Without that will, the outlook for the

generals. Chief Justice Saeeduz-

country will remain bleak.
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when taking over, had criti-

Justice Saeeduzzaman Sid-

of the judiciary. Yet, even as
Pakistanis call for accountabil-
ity. they shirk from asking for
an accountability mechanism
that is independent and a law
which is fair. Resultantly,
moral cries for accountability
degenerate into pathetic plays
of retribution.

The judicial crisis, coming
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Shishu Hospital.

IR pollution by leaded
petrol has been recently
found to be affecting the

Bangladesh Government to ban

ister Nawaz Sharif. awaz regime. . . s it d . ' leaded petrol. have be
That segments of the judi- zaman Siddiqui challenged the \ However, the judicial mess cized the ethnic policies of his  diqul, a Nawaz appointee, hear- 2;"!:1);;; ?g h‘;lgfﬁlg;}i‘ig‘éﬁ: _ _ rthm';ﬂl{mﬂé:{.aiw rr'pi:mtﬂ; :;
ciary in Pakistan have been constitutional authority of the highlights the inability of the ousted predecessor. Yet, the Ing the case for the restoration terrorist state, does not bode lunctional and bfaln documentation” of a positive

d:v.:l:){f) politicized is no secret.
Had the generals taken the high
moral ground and targeted the

new regime. throwing up ques-
tions once again of its legiti-
macy. He declared that he would

new regime to win friends and
its proclivity to make foes. In-
creasingly, the generals are
deci-

ethnic slant of the sacking can

only add to the sense of
rievance felt by the péople in
indh.

of the Nawaz government.

In other countries, judges
with known political senti-

well for the stability of Pak-
istan. The divisive nature of
civil society, the crumbling in-

development and intelligence of
children in Bangladesh. This
book s an important

public action towards a cleaner
environfnent in Bangladesh.
In the fifth section. a com-

controversial members of the only "work under the Constitu- seen as taking arbitrary ! : ments do not hear cases in stitutions. the economic Cllrunulngicgl documentation prehensive policy towards
judiciary, they could well have tion". sions to manipulate the judicial The judicial crisis reflects which they have an interest. malaise and the marginaliza- of a campaign started by the cledner air is strongly voiced,
won public acclaim. ~ Interestingly, the Chief Jus- and political process. the growing dlvi_siyeryess of Consequently, the judiciary tion of the major political par- Shishu Bikash Kendro (Child especially the need Lo change

Instead. while sacking some  lice revealed the bargain that The political parties, the bar f;lviltsnc:ety_ in i};dms::ncanéif remains untainted. In Pak- ties is creating a vacuum that 1[_)};=1r-:}a{lupmgpt Centre) of the car a_:,x.l-i,r.-;-u@ to include cat-
of the most independent- the military ruler had struck ;qqociations and the human S GRS D e AMILPELAN EC Istan, this is not the case. can degenerate into chaos. The 1aka Shishu Hospital, along alytic converters. Dr. Alaud-

minded members of the judi-
ciary. the generals sought to re-
tain those whose reputations ad
been tarnished by their accept-

tice. who enjoys enormous pow-

with him when he seized power
last October. According to Sid-
diqui. General Musharraf had
agreed with him to retain those

ge to the sitting judges of

rights activists had welcomed
the removal of the fascist
Nawaz regime. Yet, these very
social classes which welcomed

pendent judges have eroded the

the judiciary in determining
political matters. In democra-
cies. elections determine issues
of governance. In Pakistan, the

People’s Party blamed one

Politicized judges have insisted
on hearing cases in which they
are Interested even when the

provided under the law. There is

disintegration of civil society
in Pakistan poses a threat to
regional peace and stability.
Chaos in Pakistan, the worlcrs

if the generals show they have a

with sclentists,
environmentalists and the me-
dia. demanding a ban on leaded
petrol and immediate imple-

adults. [t explains why specific

din’'s article clearly explains a
research finding where over 40
types of carcinogenic emissions
were found in the exhaust fumes

pecially children

ers in the Pakistani judlciﬁ. the Supreme Court under their political support which the Chief Justice for conspiring a ,f_.’,mw.:ufin%| body of public opin- will to create political consen- populations. especially chil- In the seventh and final sec-
was about to snub the gene new Chief Justice, Irshad Has- regime enjoyed when it took against it whilst President ion which believes the allega- sus for reform. Without that dren’'s (their brain develop- tion individual children suffer-
by demanding a time-table san Khan. Most of thcscfudgcs power last October. Leghari blamed another Chief tions of corruption and mis- will, the outlook for the coun‘ry | ment), are more vulnerable to ing [rom lead poisoning have
from them for the restoration enjoy a good reputation. In hav- It has also opened the federal Justice for saving the Pakistan conduct against justices should will remain bleak. its long-term effects than been described. including both

of democracy. That the generals
were unwilling to give. By defi-
antly refusing to swear a new
oath of allegiance to the new le-
gal order proclaimed by the

| ——

ing taken the new oath of office
swearing allegiance to the new
order, the justices would be
barred from hearing the appli-
cation for the restoration of the

question. For, ominously, the
bulk of the sacked judges of the
Supreme Court came from the
allenated southern province of
Sindh. General Musharraf.

Muslim League government.
Given the proclivity of justices
to act on known political incli-
nations, the generals simply
could not take the risk of Chief

be investigated. Chief Justice
Sagad Ali Shah, ousted in a

997 power play, has been in
the forefront of demanding the
accountability of the members

The author is the former
prime minister of Pakistan.
This piece first appeared in The
Dawn of January 30, 2000.

HREATS of ‘mutiny’ and

allegations of ‘treason’

have been causing concern
in coup-free Kenaya.

An extraordinary public row
has embroiled a group of junior
officers in the armed forces. to
brass and President Danie

arap Moi. aside. the grumbling continued. internal security, delivered a officers called for General Ton- Tonje at the helm makes it very dren” has also been reprinted ment makes' it an important
Money is at the root of the Finally. after meetings with ersonal message from the je's departure. Keeping him at difficult for anybody to sort out — Gemini News In the fourth section. ex- reading for every parent, child-

row, which started late last year senior military officers, the resident, which essentially the heﬁn was "like tugging at a  anything,” they said, adding, cerpls from relevant editorials, care provider and child health

when junior cadres, in an ex- President took the opportunity said he did not want to hear an rubber band from both ends: it "When one hears of a mutiny in The author is a Kenyan free- | editorial commentaries and prefessional. And. of course,

clusive but anonymous inter- of the Jamuhuri Day festivities more talk of mutiny or disaf- will snap any time." the military, one has to take it fﬂ”_ft’ Journalist based in | frontline articles including the the policymakers.

view with the People on Sunday to vent his wrath on the mass = fection, and wanted the situa- “The myriad problems at the seriously. It's not something Nairabi. announcement ol the —EX

newspaper. threatened to stage media. especially the People on tion settled. i 1

a mutiny on Jamuhuri Sunday. Soon after the meeting, Low-

(Independence) Day in Decem- Dismisein ever. the aggrieved junior offi-

ber if the President, who is also
commander-in-chief of the
armed forces, failed to take
positive action on what they
termed their grievances and
demands.,

They had demanded that 76-
year-old President Mol look
into their plight after new regu-
lations governin
service came into effect. Fore-

salary as a contribution to-
wards food and cooking gas

their terms of

'fdiot_' Journalists Blasted for Mutiny Reports

Political atmosphere is heating up in Kenya, as the next election approaches. Now the temperature has
been raised further by complaints about pay and conditions by a group of anonymous junior officers.
President Moi tried to damp down the issue by afiacking the journalists who reported the grievances.

Robert Otani writes from Nairobi

Despite government at-
tempts o brush the matter

talk of mutiny
as lreasonable, Moi sald an-
grily : "The journalists writin
aboul this matter are idlots o
the highest order.”

However. his bid to
over Lhe situalion was embar-
rassingly undermined when se-
nior officers emphasised the
seriousness of the problem.

A further dimension was
added at a four-day, closed-door

General Daudi Tonje, who was
in the chalir, his deputy, Lieu-

loss”®

cers gave another interview to
the People on Sunday, in which
they complained about General
Tonje, citing him — and his
style of management — as the
source of their grievances.

One officer, who requested
anonymity, argued that General
Tonje, like his counterparis in
the United States and Britain,
had attended prestigious mili-

nal term of office and elections
in 2002. They questioned the

military can be solved amica-
bly, but the presence of General

you can dismiss with the wave
of the hand.”

In his 21 years in power, Moi
has proved his political cun-
ning. He is also wrestling with
economic difficulties, and the
last thing he needs is dissent in
the armed forces.

adults.

In the second section, evi-
dences that Bangladesh has one
ol the highest known lead levels
in the environment and in hu-
man blood are explained. Two
major studies conducted in the
eigfmes and, early nineties have
been quoted

in the third section. a previ-
ously published article of Dr.
Khan has been reprinted in
which she has explained the
extent of the problems found in
children. and some important
measures to prevent them. A
letter to the Lancet titled "Psy-
chomotor delay and lead pol-
soning in Bangladeshi chil-

symptomatic and asymp-
tomatic children, and how lead
allects their brain development
and intelligence

The book is written in sim-
ple language and is full of in-
formation for the general read-
ers. In every page the most im-
portant points are printed in
larger font and easily catches
the reader’'s eye. The synthesis
of important scientific infor-
mation with socially rele—ant
issues is commendable anc will
serve to further the campaign
for a cleaner environment [or
scientists, environmentalists
and social activists alike. The
locus on children’'s develop-

how would we face today,
when ‘today' becomes the last
day of existence? It |is
unthinkable situation for six
billion people at the end of the
day. Perhaps that is one the

IF there were no tomorrow.

winners return home, and the
family relax. to plan or resolve

Waiting for Tomorrow

in the society we live in, and the
environment we mould. with
the ultimate aim of the greatest
good ol the greatest number,
The wellare we seek for our-

selves cannot be obtalned with-

that of one super-power, of col-
lective might. but not of collec-
tive wisdom. A sole human

by Alif Zabr

bit easier. and more tolerable.
We look [orward to the next day
for some incremental Im-
provement. The dimensions of
Hope In the Third World is dif-
lerent, The will to live is there,

daily or periodical assessment

through delicate feedback
lnEL'hihliSIllb en?brddﬂf wlhun

pace of modern economic de-
velopment {s faster and the
half-life Is shorter than the
natural cycles, as the tools of
input, processing, output, and
measurement are artificial or

morrows are built up on todays,

but the focus depends on difler-

sets than sunrises! It is the re-
sponsibility of the world lead-
ers to remove this illusion of
virtual reality (maya). Peace of
mind is not a commodity, and it
cannot be purchased, borrowed,
or switched ‘on’ at will. It has to
with the iree

most among their grievances . tary training colleges < | divine manifestations, which, out consideration for others. hut what tomorrow will bring?  Subjective, and only have topl- be established.
| was the non-implementation of ?::151:‘: g:ﬁﬂé::glit l{ai'c!f'leng: H‘fc Sﬂrgdhursl a%’ld cht P.;,l:f‘hbzf in mercy. denied man the Adjustments take place at That is the biggest global issuc  cal values, Today the hial S C?{“"f.f“ of ”,Ie pf‘ﬂpli.higdu:ig
"~ a 200 per cent pay hike previ- western outskirts of Nalrok: to  claimed "his casual approach to | knowledge of the future, to many levels — vertical and of the times — waiting for to- nomic yardsticks are ,“{““R resu _Léggbf’?" ]rl”“r"““ F i
ously recommended by the review the armed foroes' opera-  Serious matters leaves a lot to | Provide a little peace of mind. horizontal — ol the society. MOrrow, to be questioned at the highest enjoy S 11 , frfé- Old Brofh‘-
head of the civil service, Dr tions in general and to map out  be desired.” - What is life if tomorrow is At the global level the UN Why life s not like an atom levels. Mﬂ"}dml? S AR e & ol
Richard Leakey. the way forward into thepne:xt ot worth waiting for? It is a  system comes In. But today UN  (nuclear) bomb which explodes Bangladesh (pop. 120m, erhoo ‘EL% CG“{;‘EHEH u% of
Another sore point wasade- o, 0 It was also alleged that he | basic question of daily life both s a shadow of its former exis-  within a fraction of billionth Packed 1000 to the sq km), like and this e a?l OW UGE 3
cision by the armed forces ‘ _ was more Interested in politics | in the developed and undevel- tence. with manipulations at of a second, packing uncontrol-  Other developing countries, has  Resolutions wi t‘ﬂl;{til_ll'lllﬂ X
catering department to deduct The meeting was attended by than In military affairs, a | oped countries. It is the small the highest level. The existence  lable energy? Time intervals more problems at the end of  haunt the conscience 9 “"’mn‘
the equivalent of about 854 300 senior officers, includin charge likely to resonate as Mol | pleasure of life at the end of the ol one God is justified, but not  have been assigned to life for ¢ach day than tinkering with ity. Benevolence can flower er{,i
from each officer's monthly the chief of combined staff heads towards the end of his [i- day’'s grind, when the bread- ‘ the hopes of the morrow. To- its own roots, with unplann

benediction.
The ultimate decision at the

~ costs. tenant Danlel Opande, and the  basis of many recent promo- afresh for the morrow. ower may be vulnerable; un- the life-support system: making ent civilizations existing today end of each day is to resolve to
*' A minister in the office of three service commanders ;: the tions, and claimed the armed But tomorrow I8 not in our Bkc the tw?a hands that are nec- man's f‘.."dsli)!!‘.)ll{‘t on Earth o - in different parts of the globe, tread the right path, the path
the President, Julius ole Army's Lieutenant-General forces were to heavy : "Why hands, and none can control it  essary to clap. ended. This Is an Indirect bless- and not upon a single society of  which has been blessed. and nol
Sunkull, and defence depart- Aden Abdullahi, the Air Force's should the Navy have ive | individually, subjectively or Adjustment Is part of the ing, which has to be appreci- a single nation. The UN has of those who have been led
ment spokesman, Bogita On- Major-General Nick Leshan, [Admirals] when they run small | objectively, however powerful  definftion, and one of the pa- ated, armed with the right phi- falled, the WTO is greeted with astray or misguided. Tomoirow

geri. Justified the cuts on the

unds that some members of
fﬁ military had been cheating
the government through fraud-

and Major-General Abdul
Rafrouf of the Navy. They were
joined by their brigade and reg-
imental commanders and nu&f

units? It need only one.... Today
we need a very small army as
the Cold War s over. We do not
have any serious threat.” -

or secure. Man is a social ani-
mal. and one's happiness and
sorrows have iInteractions
through others around us,

rameters, of lile. There are sev-
eral types ol ndjustment, inter-
nal and exte nal, and in many
areas, The complexity of life is

losophy of life.

There Is no National Tomor-
row Day. because the Day never
comes. Yesterdays leave t-1lls

riots, and the earthquakes and

natural calamities are not ar-

rying.
e sun also rises — tomor-

is a living space for the right

corrections.
The motivation is judged

first: then the action. Wailling

{ !

|

ulent clalms over food and officers. In another Interview with known or unknown. Our lives hidden Inside the mores, habits  and serve as Check Lists, {or In- row. Paradoxically, it appears for tomorrow is a philqsuph‘f of
other perks. Sunkull, who is In charge of  the People Daily, a number of | are controlled by many factors and rituals. That makes life a cremental development. The that the LDCs have more sun- life, with tolerable options.
gy —

—

By Hanna-Barbera
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