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lears Public Safety Bill

Month-long millennium session ends making 12 new or amended laws

By Nazmul Ashraf

The month-long winter ses-
sion of the Jatiya d was
prorogued yesterday with the
passage of two tough laws to
combat growing incidents of

special tribunals,

There was unusual haste In
the process of passing the bills.
Introduced in the House on
Thursday. the bills were scruti-

mum on the other law -- the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act.

Calling the Public Safety
a “black law aimed at political

Act

Irom Wednesday morning
protesting the new {aw.

The law for women and
children provides for death
penalty as maximum punish-

munications
Hossain voling against while
MPs ol opposition BNP and its

allies continued their boycott of

the parliament,

Minister Anwar

but the House rejected those,
The JP MPs threatened to
walk out but the Prime Minister
managed Lo stop it after talking
with the communication min-

——

Construction of the 360 MW

360-MW plant
building begins.

Haripur hopes to produce power by Oct 2001 -

By Staff Correspondent

the project desi

crime affecting peace and safety nised on Friday and passed ersecution”, components of the ment. The Public Safety Act MPs ol the pro-government Ister., : BN duetochani
in public life and crimes vesterday. NP-led [our-party opposition = provides for maximum 14 JP laction also called the Public BNP members however at- | Haripur power plant by US  In the size of land. Now there
against women and children. The controversial Public alliance held separale street vyears' rigorous imprisonment. Silft'lr Act a "black law" and  tended the meeting of Parlfa- | company AES began in 10 problem.” said an AES high
Both the new laws provide Salety Act triggered street demonstrations in the city. The The House passed the two  asked the ruling party to with- mentary Standing Committee | Narayanganj yesterday. official.
for stricter punishment to the protests by ma{]nr opposition alliance on Saturday called a laws with a faction of Jatiya draw il. They also suggested on Home Ministry on Friday The first gas - fired plant in Thﬂ Meghnaghat ‘pewek
owever, kept 36-hour coupitrywide shutdown  Party lawmakers led by Com- some amendments to the law See page 1] col 6 the private sector s scheduled  plant. being constructed on 100

offenders and speedy trial in

position

parties| which,

i
L

e

BNP says it will hasten AL’s fall

By Staff Correspondent

All opposition parties yes-

4pm asd brought out a black

League government to withdraw

protests ‘anti-people’ law

power through repressing op-

‘Don’t back terrorists,
muggers, drug dealers’

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina urged her political op-
ponents and critics not to en:

peals immediately after the
House passed the controversial
Public Salety (Special Provi-

‘lo begin commercial operation
in Oclober 2001. The site devel-
opment work at Haripur along
the bank of Shitalakhya river
began in April last year,

The pm{rr.l
Hyundai -- began construction
of the plant’s base yesterday by
fielding a RC pile reclaimed
irom the river earlier.

"AES Haripur and its sister
plant AES Meghnaghat involve
a total expenditure of more
than 500 million dollars, the

coniractor --

ieclares ol land on the bank of
Meghna river, will be the
large#t one In the country. The
project has been delayed by
more than two years due (o

roblems In negotiation and al-
eged Inefliciency of the site de-
veloper.

The Power Development
Board (PDBJ is now urging AES
lo take over the land, sayin
that the site is ready. But AE.&
says the site has been developed
"s0 poorly that it would be un-

terday staged demonstrations flag prdeession in the afternoon it through a massive move- E:ﬁ‘;"”:‘”{ “‘“”‘"11515 and Suppress- .., ,rage muggers, terrorists. ex- sion) Bill 2000 amidst absten- | single biggest private direct in-  Sale lo construct a power plant
in the city to protest passage of to profest passage of the law. ment. 3t m'f_“_"l“';‘;‘ s ¥-Ha tortionists, drug and gold Uion by main opposition parties | vestmen( in the country. We there’. The disagreement is also
what they said the “anti-people As poon as the law was The AL government had e Saad e whole natlon 1S gy gglers by denouncing as and strong criticisms from a | hope to complete construction  delaying the project.

and black™ Public Safety Act in
rarliament.

liament, BNP

Fasscd in the
1 in front of its

eld a brief rally

earlier passed the one-party
BKSAL system in parliament

united against the "repressive
and black law". Passage of the

black law a new legislation
passed by Parliament yester-

laction of Jatiya Party MPs
loyal 1o her government,

of the Haripur project on sched-
ule and start work on the 450

“We believe the problem with
the Meghnaghat project will be

BNP and three other compo-  Naya Phitan central office and  only in eight minutes and yes-  1aw will "“:“*I“"‘“l_hf_“ﬂl' of lf}L day. reports UNB. _This law is for the people. | MW Meghnaghat project soon.” solved within a month.” the
nents of the four -party opposi-  brought out a procession that lerday. it passed the ‘black law  BOveriinent e said and calied Hasina also urged the people  lor society. for safety of public | James Hogg Managing Director AES high official said. Despite
tion alliance held separate ral- paradefl different city streets. in 15 minutes”. Fai t“ b | f]lgﬁu ;E‘Enﬁ tN€ 1o help her government enforce llfe and property. for free | of AES Haripur and Megh- the delay. it will be possible’to
lies and brought out proces- Addfessing  the rally, city Khoka said the law is TPIP:?M j{)lil-ifitl' ed 36-hour Ildl"‘- the law impartially to stump 'Povement and living, and for | naghat told a group of newsmen  complete the project by 2002, he
e BNP nvenor Sadek Hossain against llf‘nmcraty, human al Irom February 2 (o protest out anti-social acts from soci- prolecting human rights.” the during a visit to the project site added.

The ll-party left alliance
observed a token hunger strike
at the Muktangan from 8am to

Khoka/MP sald his party is de-
termingéd to resist application
of the law and force the Awami

richts and fundamental rights
ol the people and the motive to
introduce the law is to cling to

ik
he rally over. BNP leaders
See Page 12 Col 4

ety and ensure public peace and
salety.
She came up with the ap-

prinie minister told Parliament
winding up discussion on the

See Page 12 Col 3

yesterday

Both the projects underwent
diflerent Lypes of problems in
negotiations with the govern-
ment and in development of the

However, despite AES' invi-
tation. there was no represen-
tative of the Energy Ministry,
PDB or the Power Cell at the sile
during vestérday’s visit J

The 200 million US dollars

1 siles,

World Bank's sister concern
| IFC and some other banks are
| linancing the projects. "There

Haripur project will sell power
at a llat rate of US 2.73 cents per
kilowatt hour. the lowest power
tariff in the country, under a

1
|
g
|

Akheri Munajat today

4

- T'wo million devq{tees to pray for the Ummah

The Biswa ljtema at Tongi
concludes today with the offer-
ing of Akheri Munajat seekin
divine blessings for continu

sition in Parliament Khaleda

_fo Rafiq Hasan
Jamdat will decide who will

also join the prayers.

-

Meanwhile, two more devo-
lees died yesterday, raising the
number to eight since the
ljtema began on Saturday.

in Mymensingh.

is no problem in getting the fi-
nance now. It is being worked
out at our London office,” he
said

A major problem that de-
layed the Haripur project was
handover of the required land
It was supposed to be con-
structed on a 20 bigha sile, but,
the government could finally
hand over 18 bighas of land

22-year sale agreement.

The Haripur plant will con-
sume around 850 million cubic
leet of gas per day (mmcfd) and
the Meghnaghat plant 100 mm-
cld. This will contribute to ex-
pansion of gas market in the
country. AES will purchase gas
from PDB at the rate of 2.4 fﬂi-
lars per unit, more than double

ace, progress and prosperit ter &e scheduled to go to the Hormuz Ali. 60. died of heart "NV ANIVE g e v :
g?tht P-I;us im Ummaﬁ. ey ljterda venug by ruadgbut two failure on way to the National s L T

B atelan b AStucehi ol ety heligopters will be kept ready Institute of Cardio Vascular b
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh for Gurrying them. if necessary.  Diseasé (NICVD) in an_ambu- -
A e g g ey necesany  Disegse oV i anaib Police tortured Rubel,

Zia will join the Munajat.

The three-day ljtema, the
second largest religious congre-
sation of the Muslims next to

ajj. is being attended by more
than two milllon devotees from
home and abroad.

One of the three top leaders
of World Tablig Jamaat will
lead the Akheri Munajat
{concluding prayers) which be-

gins after 11 am. The three are -

Moulana Saad and Moulana
Jobaer Hasan of India and
Moulana Mufti Joynal Abedeen
of Pakistan.

The eme consultation
committee of the World Tablig

wil
sta i;lg at different houses
Y.

Buses. trnins and all other
Kirntls ol transport continued
carying thousands of devotees
to iTongi from all over the
country till yestérday. This will
continue this moming also.

Around 5.000 devotees from
70 countries are attending the
ljt&ana.

Plving of all types of vehi-
cleg on the road from Air Port
to Joydevpur was stopped from
late last might to facilitate
simpoth movement of thou-
sands more willing to join the
Akheri Munajat.

ne

Another devotee aged about
70 died on the spot when a truck
hit him on a road nearby. His
identity could not be known.

Many devotees fell sick fol-
lowing long journey from dif-
lerent parts of the country and
taking adulterated food at
makeshilt hotels and restau-
rants. Civil Surgeon of Gazipur
Abu Taher Khan said that 53
devolees were admitted to Tongi
Hospital so far.

More than 27 dowry-free
marriages were solemnised at
the Ijtema ground after Asr
prayers yesterday.

babita (llanked by two acid victims) and Golam Mustafa (3rd from left), superstars of

yesteryears, join stars of today to launch Stars Against Acid Throwers at Hotel Sheraton

i last night.

— o
flight Feb 15

The first Hajj] flight will

PM leaves
for Brussels

BNP to ask President

— Star photo

Entertainers
to help acid

 the

ecution witness in the Shamim
Reza Rubel murder case, told the
court yesterday that he had
witnessed police torture the
viciim on the day of the inci

dent

Cross examination of
Shahidullah. was also com-
pleted in the Third Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court yesterday. The court lixed
February 22 and 23 for the next
hearing.

Shahidullah, a lungi trader,
witnessed police torture of
Rubel in front of his house on
day of the incident.

Shahidullah. the sixth pros-

witness tells court

By Court Correspondent

Rubel. 24. a BBA student of
Independent University, was
picked up by a team of Detective
Branch of Police from near his
residence on July 23, 1998, and
was subsequently tortured to
death in custody on the same
day.

The CID chargesheeted 14
people including former AC
Akram Hussain and Mukuli Be-
gum. a local Awami League
leader, for the killing of Rubel.
Of the accused 10 were produced
before the court at about 2:30
pm vesterday.

The remaining four — SI Nu-
rul Alam, constables — Mong

leave Dhaka for Jeddah on = @ . g Shahidullah’s shop is located She Oen, Abul Kalam Azad and
February 15, an official hand- tonlght VlCtlmS | in front of Rubel's house at Sid- Zakir Hossain — have been ab-
out said yesterday, BSS cdeshwari in the city sconding since the killing

About 7700 Muslim devotees
will perform Hajj this year un-
der the government manage-
ment.

As per the schedule, the 'iajj
pilgrims will start arrivin af
the permanent Hajee camp
from February 11. the handout
said.

Inside Today
Article
US Dilemma in

Clinton’s South
Asia Visit

Prime  Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves for Brussels at
midnight tonight at the invita-
tion ol her Belgian counterpart
Guy Verhofstadt to hold discus-
sions for bolstering relations
between Bangladesh and the
E%z‘upcan Union in general and
L€ two countries in particular,
reports BSS.

The official talks during the
four-day wisit (February 1-5)
will provide an opportunity to
the prime ministers of the two
capniries to discuss the entire
range of bilateral relations be-
tween them as well as regional
ulzzj lnlcmauo?al issues of mu-
tunl concern. [oreign secre
Cr Shafi Sami tol%na brlcf]ar{g
ont

he visit yesterday, X
: ¥ : e e e . Chittagong unit called the har-
Column: Perspechvet df 1?3§Lﬁzninulﬂ1201dn:$§;a; 1]135 l{{‘,ﬁl‘:;:flzf f.';f:;“ﬂnﬁﬁgp tal, demanding immediate flcmlz COI’ISUH’]EI’
by Bﬂg (th)MAbdul di, President of European ees a wa er S arln The event will feature a ":F“'“_m" of the rf('enl]}'” o
| Hatz mmission who as Prime | sireet. a raffle, music, an inter- :“Hi"'lllim-"{':"”- 1LY LSO FPULREITR laW under
inister of Italy visited Bangl > . AR i b - ater shi r national bulfet and dancing. v - .
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. She will also have meetings | (/" Teesla water sharing During the interim period a  on the agreement alter the rec- avallable at the D!mka Shera- shaws in Bahaddarhat, Chawk-
Fm Wil Nigol:- Fontaine, President | ;oreement, reports BSS. : short-term agreement for shar- ommendations to be adopted at | ton or by phone [{ﬁ:a‘z,“?f?]i | bazar, Sirajuddallah road and By Staff Correspondent
@ (he Enropean Parliament Experts of both the countries  ing of water of the Teesta river the expert committee level of : it “;: it ]],”m"“ Nur Ahnwd, road areas during The Law Commission {LC) Is
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w4 - 1 > chase between police and plck- Sumers ssociation o
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BNP will urge the President
not to give assent to the Public
Safely Bill passed in Parlia-
ment yesterday, réports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the party's Standing
Comimitlee at 29 Minto Road
last night that discussed action
plan to resist the 'black law'
The meeting was presided over
by party chief Khaleda Zia.

As the meeting was continu-
ing, BNP secretary general Ab-

dul. Mannan Bhuiyan told a
group ol newsmen that they
were trying to meet President
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Bhuilyan said they would
urge him not to give assent Lo

the bill and also take Lo the
streels to protest its passage.

Asked if BNP will challenge
the law in the court he said they
were considering all out move-
menlt against it. He did not rule
out other options.

I'he meeting was continuing
till 10-30 pm.

Prol AQM Badruddoza
C howdhury, Khondokar Delwar
Hossain, Khondokar Moshar-
raf Hossain, Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Barrister Moudud
Ahmed, Khondoker Mahbubud-
clin Ahmed, Dr RA Gani, Tanvir
Ahmed Siddiky were among
others who attended the meelt-
ing.

Dhaka-Delhi deal towards

By Staft Correspondent

Sports, television, music and
film stars ¢athered at the Sher-
aton Hotel last night to help the
acid survivor's [oundation sup-
port group launch Stars Against
Acid Throwers.

Stars included Aminul Islam
Bulbul, captain ol the national
crickel team and president of
the new organisation, and pop-
ular model Md. Adil Hossain
Nobel, the organisation's vice-
president

Shalil, Toukir Ahmed, Za-
hid Hasan. Babita, Golam
Moslafa. Shuvro Dev, and six
acid attack survivors also at-
lended.

The organisation announced
it will hold a spectacular night
ol entertainment on February

CHITTAGONG. Jan 30: A
dawn-to-dusk hartal was ob-
served in greater Chittagong to-
day by and large peacefully,
barring explosions of cocktails
and chase and counter-chase
between police and pickets,

The Opposition Alliance's

Another day-long
hartal in port city

From Staff Correspondent

ganised rallies and processions
in different areas of the city
durning the hartal

Supporters held of the ruling

party an anti-hartal rally in
iront of the Municipal School
in the city Bipani Bitan.




