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Residential Area _
USHROOMING of illegal commercial centres
in the capital city's posh residential areas

| like Banani, Gulshan, Baridhara and Uttara
~ | poignantly points at the inadequacy in our urban
| planning and inconsistency of our city fathers in
~ | matters related to plot allocation. We understand
| that there are demarcated zones in these areas for
construction of business enclaves, Gulshan Circle
| and 2 for example. Unfortunately, but quite pre-
dictably though, with more business concerns
eager to have outlets in these rich neighbourhoods,
more spaces were rent out for commercial use.
Instead of discouraging it, RAJUK legalised use of
ﬁ residential plot in return for an added ‘conversion
- | fee'. Now, these neighbourhoods are dominated by
business centres and civic life of the residents is
largely hampered. With the situation having
already gone out of control, the city development
authorities have taken resort to emergency
measures. Evacuation has been ordered to be
completed within 15 days, failing which the
allocation of plot will be nullified. There are how-
- | ever reasons to believe that such a step has been
( adopted only to pacify the anxiety and anger of the
~ | residents. On the ground, nothing would actually
change once the furore over the issue dies down,
many believe.
RAJUK looks like being a prisoner of its own
’ device. They should have strictly followed the rules
. | of exclusivity about residential areas. In the first
. | place, it should never have gone for allocation of
residential plots for commercial use; nor should it
have encouraged renting out of residential build-
irgs to business entities. There should have been a
set of strict rules against it. In case of establish-
ment of illegal business centres, the responsibility
also falls on the trade licence-issuing authorities.
Also, it points to the absence of any inspection
mechanism. More importantly, however, the situ-
ation speaks of a lack of co-ordination between the
city planners and the trade regulators.
RAJUK has earned itself a reputation for giving
rise to controversy. Its dismal dealing with alloca-
tion of some 300 residential plots in Baridhara left
the government's credibility bruised and battered
even after the prime minister's judicious interven-
tion and cancellation of its distribution plans.
Now that it has taken a decision to rid the residen-
tial areas of illegal business centres, it should stick
to the plan; for its success in this case would re-
deem its lost credibility.

Tip of the Iceberg

RUGS USED in the treatment of cancer, espe-
cially those required for chemotherapy are
costly because they belong to the life-saving group
of medicines. Cancer diagnosed at very advanced
stages is irreversible but dertain categories of it are
treatable with reasonably good results if detecled
early and taken up under Spécialist care.

In that kind of 2 scenario, profit margin would
be huge for dealers and traders who can pass off

spurious anti-cancer drugs or thosc that have ex-

pired potency dates as genuine ones in the market.
The Daily Star in its last Friday issue front-
paged a report titled "Raw deal for cancer patients”
¢ | which brought into sharp focus the racket wreak-
ing havoc on cancer treatment in the country. Bar-
ring limited local production, most of the cancer
¢ | drugs are imported under registration with the
! | Drug Administration authority so that the latter
. | ought to be in the know of the procurement level in
a given year. The third source of their entry into
the local market is, of course, smuggling. And there
are reasons to believe that smuggled varieties are
outstripping the local and imported supplies of the
drugs. The resultant bane is three-fold: cancer pa-
tients are being shortchanged topped off by an ag-
gravation of their carcinogenic conditions; not
only substandard but dangerous substitutes are
flooding the market; and finally, Gresham's law
about 'bad money driving good money out of circu-
lation' is coming into play with the locally manu-
factured drugs receiving a setback through some
unsold stocks, ironically where the industries con-
cerned should have been incentivised. Since the
sellers of fake medicines can easily undercut prices
the marketability of imported drugs, too, is af-
fected badly.

We think this is just a tip of the Iceberg. The
problem of drug-smuggling or intrusion of sub-

@ standard medicines is not merely confined to can-
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cer treatment; in fact this has ensnared the entire
market of medicines. The Drug Administration is
supposed to be the designated central authority but
it is clearly losing the battle against the scourge. It

| needs to be revamped in term of manpower,
equipment, including laboratory facility, and en-
forcement capacity.

A Splendid Convergence

ROUND two million devotees from 45 countries
have converged on the eastern bank of the river
Turag for the annual Biswa [jtema. Bangladesh is
proud to be hosting it. This is the second largest
| conﬂ'eFation of devout Muslims in the world after
the Holy Hajj. In fact the large tract of land covered

| by a huge canopy becomes a place of pilgrimage cv-

ery wa;ear.
e number of devotees has increased year after
year. Those who arrive late don't mind putting up
| outside the shade of the vast canopy. Hundreds of
buses. a good number of trains .'amdy steamers and
launches were engaged in carrying and ferrying the
| devotees to the place of the Ijtema. The sheer scale
of human mobility, bonding and religious fervour
makes Biswa ljtema a truly world-class event. A
huge number of policemen have been detailed for
duty to maintain law and order and prevent any
unfortunate incident in the area just as a tempo-
hospital has been set up to cope with any med-
ical emergency. Let the arrangements work with-
out a glitch.

The main attractions of the Ijtema is the Akheri
Munajaat on the last day of the meet. That is when
divine blessings are sought for the safety, securit
and well-being of the Muslim world. Political lead-
ers of the country also take part in the Munajaat.
We only wish that they practise what thef/ seek.
- | That can save the country from many ills and
. | spare the people of confrontational politics.

——

ECENTLY, the new DMP

Commissioner was re-

ported to have sald at a
mectinF_ with journalists that
the police might open fire to
protect innocent people. When
challenged, he argued that the
police had powers to use force
“up to causing death of a person
to ensure protection of life and
property of innocent people”
under sections 97, 100 and 103
of Bangladesh Penal Code. The
Commissar also said that he
would himsell shoot if he found
‘'some one mugging or robbing
and trying to flee.” '

The Police Commissioner's
virtual declaration of a shoot
on sight pul::ly raises many (s-
sues. Admittedly, terrorism and
increasing violence are serfous
problems in our country. It is
also true that a number of
highly repressive laws remain
on our statute books, many in-
herited from the British colo-
nial period. But can we combat
terrorism merely through fur-
ther wide-ranging and poten-
tially lethal powers Lo law en-
forcers? Do we want to turn our
country into a Police State?

Political parties have al-
ready noted their concern re-
garding the DMP Commission-
er's remark, although from
their own political perspectives.
Human rights activists have
also expressed their fears re-
garding the potential arbitrary
application of such powers and
their extensive potential for
abuse of human rights.

Indeed implementation of a
shoot at sight policy would re-
sult in very serious breaches of
the Constitution, existing laws
and of fundamental human
rights. The Commissioner's
remark demonstrates at best
ignorance, and at worse, total

isrespect for international
human rights standards. Any
action taken on the basis of this
remark would result in
breaches of the provision of the
UN's Basic Principles for Use of
Lethal Forces, as well as of the
UN Convention against Torture
(CAT) to which Bangladesh is
now a slate party.
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by Zaved Hasan Mahmood

Our socie{y is currently hostage ko terrorism and violence.
sight' will never solve these problems.
with more lethal arms will not even

Right to Life

Recent studies indicate that
extra-judicial killings by law
enforcement agencies are one of
the main causes of violation of
international human rights
guarantees, including that of
the right to life.

All four major human rights
treaties underscore the obIF a-
tion not to derogate from the
right to life under any circum-
stances, even during an emer-

ency. Article 3 of the Universal

eclaration of Human Rights
states that: “Everyone has the
.rl'ght to life, liberty and security
ol person”, while article 6 (1 of
the International Convention
on Civil and Political Rights
clarifies the meaning and scope
of the right to life and states:
"Every human being has an in-
herent right to life. This right
shall be protected by law, %n
one shall be arbitrarily de-
prived of his life."

The UN Human Rights
Committee, which i{s charged
with monlitoring the implemen-
tation by states of the ICCPR,
interpreted the scope of Article
6 of the ICCPR In two of its gen-
eral comments. In the first, it
stated that the right to life {s a
right which should not be in-
terpreted narrowly. The Com-
mittee considered that states
should take measures not only
to prevent and punish depriva-
tion of life by criminal acts, but
also to prevent arbitrary
killing by their own security
and police forces. The depriva-
tion of life by state authorities
Is a matter of the utmost gratu-
ity. Therefore, "the law must
strictly control and limit the
circumstances in which a _er-
son may be deprived of his ufe.”
The Committee also state that
where a deprivation of life pur-
port to be justified under inter-
national human rights stan-

dards, certain principles may
be Invoked to assess such a
claim,

Permissible
Deprivation of the

Right to Life

Firstly, the deprivation of
life must be a proportionate re-
sponse in the circumstances. A
killing can never be justified
solely by proof that it resulted
from the application of force
for a purpose permitted by law.
The deprivation must be in the
circumstances necessary Lo ac-
complish the purpose(s). As the
European Courtl of Human
Rights noted in the Handyside
Case (1976), the concept of pro-

Fortlnnallly is inherent in the

dea of necessity, All interna-
tional human rights insfru-
ments accept the principle of
roportionality in the use of
orce. The al_pplicatiun of pro-
portionate force, which ma
cause deprivation of life, should
be judged by the circumstances
of a particular case, and must be
based on an assessment that no
lesser dcﬁrec of force was possi-
ble to achieve the requisite and
lawful purpose. However, the
concepl is directed to the notion
ol force as continuum, ranging
from no force to the ultimate
degree of force. Because the laws
grant the power or authoritly to
use force it does not entalil that
any dclgree of force may be used
to apply that power. Thus, it is
argued that in some cases it
may be unjustified to use any
force whatsoever, for example,
where a suspect willingly sub-
mits to arrest but is physically
assaulted and manhandled. In
the Farreell Case (1982), the Eu-
ropean Commissioner of Hu-
man Rights observed that" "the
end’ of arresting could not jus-
tify a deliberate decision to kill,
unless the circumstances were

such that there was an Imme-
diate threat to life, whether the
soldiers' life or some other life".

Secondly, deprivation of life
may be justified onldy in defence
of life. The standard which
should evolve at the interna-
tional level, if the right to life is
to have the status intended In
the International instruments
as the supreme right, is that life
may only be lawfully taken to
protect life, It {s not permissible
under iInternational human
rights standards to subordinate
the value of life to other values
such as protection of honour,
property, law enforcement or
national security. Thus it is not
permitted to shoot causing de-
privation of life of alleged or
suspected muggers or robbers
trying to escape. Deliberate
killing of another and use of
lethal force is justifiable only
in. principle when it can be
shown that this was a response
to the imminent threat of In-

Jury or death from the victim or
victims.

Thirdly, the question of jus-
tification of a deprivation must
be subject to an independent
Judicial process. It is recognised
under International human
rights that a minimum re-
quirement must be that all
killings are subject to an inde-

pendent judicial process,
wherein If a trial of a

who has killed is possible, a de-
cision can be made as to
whether it was justifiable or
not. If the killing was not justi-
fied, the person responsible
should be punished. If the use of
deadly force by security or po-
lice personnel is not a subllect to
prosecution, or the possibility
of prosecution, all such killings
must be treated as arbitrary. In-
ternational standards preclude
the concept of Acts of Indem-
nity or Immunity, where they

person .

Giving police the authority to 'shoot at
Enacting new repressive laws or empowering the police
begin to address the deeply rooted problem of violence.

result in the non-prosecution of
officials for acts violating the
right to life during emergencies

ke E&fﬁﬁﬁﬁe existence of these

international standards, glob-
ally thousands of people are re-
portedly arbitrarily illed ev-
ery year by security, police and
law enforcement officials.
Many organisations, groups
and {ndivlduala concerned with

human rights have become

more and more aware of the ex-

tent and gravity of inhuman

practices perpetrated by gov-

ernments and other organiscd

forces in many parts of the
world. The arbitrary applica-

tion of special legislations,

which empower the security
forces to use force and to shot to
kill, without providing neces-
sary safeguards against abuse of
such powers, is an immediate
cause of many such killings.

On several occasions, the UN
Human Rights Committee has
urged states to amend such re-
pressive laws. In the De Guer-
roro vs Colombla Case (1982), it
asked the Colombian govern-
ment to amend the laws which
empower the law enforcement
authority to use force dispro-
portionately, and provide im-
munity from any judicial ac-
tion. In its recent comments on
India's periodical report, the
Committee also asked the In-
dian Government to change the
laws (such as the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act 1958) which
became a continuous threat 1o
the right to life citizens. In my
view, the DMP Commissioner's
remarks seem totally inconsis-
tent with international human
rights jurisprudence and prin-
ciples.

Other International HR

Instruments
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Rule of Law

o

Not of Force

Our soclety is ent
hostage to tcrgorismcm‘&
lence. Giving police the authgr.
ity to "'shoot at sight' will neyer
solve these problems. Enacting
new repressive laws or empow-
Ermfl the police with more
lethal arms will not even n
to address the deeply rooted
problem of violence. Rather
this kind of initiative will only
serve 1o invite and initiate
more violations of human
rights. We strongly believe that
such an initiative should not be
taken. As we face the challenges
of the twenty-first cen

need rule of law not rule of

force.

The writer is a Ph.D candi-

date at Nottingham and a mem-

ber of Ain o Salish Ke
(ASK). |

Confidence-building Measures in South Asia are Difficult

ONFIDENCE-bullding mea-

sures in South Asia con-

stitute an important ele-
ment in the development ol po-
litical, economic, social and
other multi-faceted relations in
the region, which is afllicted by
bilateral differences and even
animosities between some
countries that unfortunately re-
tard the progress of developing
co-operation among the seven
nations. The South Asian As-
soclation for Regional Co-oper-
ation (SAARC) that formally
came into being as a boost to the
fledging economic and social
co-operation among the na-
tions of the most populous re-
gion in the world is unques-
tionably making progress.

However, thére can be no
denying that the political envi-
ronment in the region as a
whole often puts a brake on the
assiduously nurtured SAARC
and this is somewhat evidenl
from the fact that the last
SAARC summit had to be post-
poned due to certain reasons.
The fact remains that calling
the summit off which was to
take place in Kathmandu dealt
a blow to the regional body's or-
ganisational activities since
the event was expected to take a
number of decisions at the
highest level to bolster eco-
nomic, and particularly trade,
activities.

The fresh tensions between
two principal players of the
South Asian scene - India and
Pakistan - over Kargil and later

OPINION

Confidence-building Measures (CBMs) can work when thrust is given at bilateral and multilateral
levels in the ambience of the SAARC. CBMs are difficult in the region, in some ways, both
politically and otherwise, but not impossible and beyond reach. Greater political will is

necessary for this and one can only hope that it should be in the offing despite problems.

a change of government in the
latter were largely responsible
lor worsening the situation in
the region. While the two coun-
ries traded charges in their
traditional manner accusing
each other for the deteriorating
conditions, the smaller nations
in the region watched rather
helplessly this undesirable
downswing of the political cli-
mate among the SAARC mem-
ber-countries. The issue that
arises is the question of how to
get rid of this.situation as far as
possible and promote healthy

‘environment for the welfare

and betterment of the vast mul-
titude living in the region most
ol whom are mired in abject
poverty.

I am writing this column
[rom Colombo where journal-
ists. columnists and scholars
from the SAARC member-na-
Lions assembled to discuss dif-
lerent aspects of the confidence-
building measures (CBMs) - po-
tentials and prospects in the re-
gion. Clearly, the discussions
that lasted lor four days spread
over several sessions were de-
voted on both pious and in-
nocuous kind of matters as -vell
as on vexed issues. Not surpris-
ingly, the contentious subjects
drew more deliberations be-

was taken aback by the edi-
I torial in your paper of 28

January, 2000 on the Pub-
lic Safety Bill tabled in the Par-
liament. 1 am taking the liberty
of addressing this letter to you
because I have confidence in
your fairness and objectivity. |
would leave it to your readers to
decide whether your remarks
are ill-judged but these are cer-
tainly biased observations.

The problem of law and or-
der is not new. It has plagued
the country for a long time and
both the last government as
well as the present government
tried to deal with the problem
in their own ways. One of my
first columns in your esteemed
paper was written on this sub-
ject in 1992. The BNP govern-
ment enacted the Anti-Terrorist
Act to cope with this menace.
The present government has in-
troduced a similar law but with

significant difference. I would
have been hac[)py if you paused
and pondered on the rationale
tor such successive efforts be-
fore launching a bitter attack.
Obviously you failed to notice
the difference between the pre-
sent bill and the Act which was
passed and used by the previous
government. Nor have you
iven adequate thought to the
uman rights of those who lose
their life or limb or their prop-
erty.
| would like to submit to you
that the present bill is a re-
markable improvement over
the earlier effort made by the
BNP government. You are no
doubt fully aware of the circum-
stances in which both the BNP
government and now the
Awami League government felt
the need to strengthen the pro-
visions of the law to ellectively
deal with the law and order sit-
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Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

cause of the complexity of the
matters and their seemingly in-
traclable nature. Nenethéless,
the hopes that emerged from the
conference which was also at-
tennded by scholars from some
other countries like China and
the United States was that
CBMs should be carefully pro-
moted and developed to the ex-
tent that the region succeeds in
overcoming the inhibitions and
mistrust. The region should be
put on a collective endeavour of
progress and development.

The question is whether
these confidence-building mea-
sures are possible in the given
Situation when not only rela-
tions between the two main
countries - India and Pakistan -
have touched almost lowest ebb
at the moment because of the
near-war condition during ‘he
last few months. Does the uce-
nario look to be that ominous
that the South Asian region

cannot make progress in their
vaunted objective of economic
progress‘in a collective spirit?

st it possible to overcome-this

perilous situation for the sake
of peace and prosperity in the
area?

There is a silver lining in the
otherwise dark cloud. Even as
guns trotted in the high moun-

tains of Kargil in the middle of

June 1999, experts from India

and Pakistan along with others

met at the sea side resort aof
Wadduwa, Sri Lanka for a dia-
logue. The subject was happily
confidence building. The scope
was wide. It was to bring to-
gether the lessons of the world
in ameliorating conflict to the
doorstep of South Asia. The ex-
perts from both sides did not
seek to put it under the carpet,
as they wanted to be realistic.
But the spirit of the whole ¢»er-
cise was to find light at the end
of the tunnel. This was the kind

Shah AMS Kibria

uation. Criminal activities in
general but terrorism, mugging
and extortion in particular
have become a serious problem
for the law abiding citizens of
the country. The business
communily has been clamour-
ing about it. The present gov-
ernment has taken the initia-
tive to smash the criminal
gangs which were operating
with impunity in the south-
west districts of the country.
The bold and thorough cleans-
ing operation in those districts
had earned the government ap-
preciation and gratitude of the
millions of citizens who were
helpless hostages to these crim-
inal gangs. The government
moved firmly and achieved re-
markable success. There can
thus be no question about
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's commitment and determi-
nation to combat this evil. She

is ecqually determined to root
ont crimme lrom -the urban cen-
(res but the nature ol the prob-
lems are dilferent and there are
a number of difficulties in the
way. The most important of
these difficulties is tEe delay in
the trial and punishment of the
accused criminals. Notorious
terrorists with several murder
charges are set free on bail. Re-
gardless of the seriousness of
the crime, the trial takes years
and years. Guilt is never estab-
lished and the guilty goes un-
punished. On the one hand, the
authorities are frustrated be-

cause criminals cannot be pun-
ished and on the other hand,

criminals are encouraged be-

cause law-enforecing agencies
are seemingly helpless either to
keep them behind the bar for
any length of time or to get the

trial completed within a rea-

sonable time. This is, undoubt-

Water table

forecast

Sir. The 200-page World
Watch report for world 2000 is

apprehensive of underground

waler problems during the com-
ing decades in India and
Bangladesh (DS, Jan 17).

In Bangladesh, too many
deep tubewells have been In-
stalled as part of development
projects, and the local press
carried occasional reports of
concern on the negative impli-
cations.

Do we have a survey report

for the next one or two decades?

The pgovernment should be
aware of the long-term impli-
cations of usage, processing,
disposal and development pro-
jects. The technical depart-
ments do have scientific fore-
casts, but the overall picture

may be made available to the

planners and analysts outside
the core area, for wider public-
ity and awareness.

Water tables play important
geological role, and Interac-
tions in nature are complex in
the micro and macro areas.
Therefore, the public should be
kept informed about issues like
these.

A Husnain
Dhaka

Standard of the

questions

Sir, I have some objections
regarding the questions set for
Bankers Recrultment Test held
on December 31, 1999. This Is a
very important test. Therefore,
the questions should have been
of worthy standard. However,
this test did not maintain such
criterion. Some of the ques-
tions asked In the test were
‘where |s Dhaka Universit
Science Faculty,” "From whic
department did Dhaka Univer-

sity V.C. secure his degree and
SO on.

Is this test meant for
Bankers Recruitment or Dhaka
University admission? How

will the newly recruited
bankers be benefited from
vice

knnwln{g where the DU
chancellor secured his degree?

We request the concerned au-
thorities to be more prudent
and use their better judgement
in such matters.

Mashud Kabir
3011 Sher-e-Bangla Hall,
BUET

Increasing -

house rent

Sir, 1 would like to thank the
DS for bringing out the details
of the Consumers Assoclation
in Bangladesh survey, which
was published in your esteemed

daily on January 20, 2000, 1 am
a retired person and have been
living in a rented flat at Uttara
for nearly four years. But |
wasn't aware that in our coun-
try there are laws to control
house rent.

I hope that the CAB authori-
ties would come to help me if
there is an increase of my house
rent Lhis year. After all, I am a
retired teacher having no scope
to meet the increasing cost of
living now.

If the people are consclous
about the implication of laws
helping people in distress,
much of our discomfort and in-
convenience will be solved. We
never try to fight for & just cause
because of fear of insecurity and
helplessness.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara,

Dhaka-1230

% denied, The

‘able period of time. Apart
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of the spirit that was desirable
at the time when fear of a war
was lurking. May be such spirits
contributed even if in a scant
manner - to the lessening of the
tensions.

The participants in the con-
ference on CBMs differed on
many matters as they sought to
touch the crux of the main prob-
lems when India and Pakistan
have, in'a way, Herctlean tasks
to . reduce tensions and some
other /natiens have bilateral
and other differences on trade
and other
stemming from mistrust and
lack of confidence. But the mes-

saﬁe that was loud and clear: the
wi

ingness and zeal to work to-

gether for collective betterment

despite problems are essential.
Here, it is also
mention that bilateral co-oper-
ation are also important to
promote overall collective
progress. For instance, Dhaka-
Colombo co-operation in dif-
ferent sectors need to be further
strengthened although such co-
operation is on the increase in
some areas in the recent times.
The formation of the business
council by the two countries
last year %l;aced by their foref
ministers here was a step in the
right direction. So, was the re-

/

This Bill 1s Dangerous: Another View

edly, the crux of the problem.

The bill introduced by the gov-

ernment in the House addre ises

these problems.

I wish to invite your atten-
tion to some of the significant
features of the bill. We can
surely judge these points on the
basis of the common yardstick
of our understanding of public
interest.

* First, the accused will have
the right of appeal to the High
Court. The right to appeal to the
highest court of the country re-
moves in one stroke whatever
reservations one may have had
about fundamental human
rights.

* There is no death penalty in
the present bill, The law
passed by BNP had
provisions from death
penalty.

* Bail can be granted under the

roposed law though it has

Eeen made more d It.

* The enquiries must be
completed within one month
which can be extended by 15
days and by another 30 days
under s al circumstances.
Once the trial begins, it will
continue uninterrupted till
the verdict is given.

* The trial must be completed
with 90 days but under cer-
lain special circumstances,
within 120 days.

* The punishment for false
accusation will be 7 years of
ail term.

ou will see Mr. Editor, that
the thrust of the bill is on
speedy enquiry and trial. It ad-
dresses a precise weak point of
the existing law which tends to
prolong the proceedings and
causes inordinate delay. Having
considered these features of the
bill one would inevitably come
to the conclusion that the net
result of the changes made in
the new law will shorten the
en?ulry and trial period. You

will no doubt agree with the
adage that justice delayed is jus-
ms at en-
ng justice within a reason-

issues ' at  times

pertinent to
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cent visit by a high business
delegation led b CCI presi-
dent Abdul Awal Minto here re-
cently when two sides had
manifold important discus-
sions to promote business at
private levels.

The Lankan delegations are
also visiting Bangladesh. But
how does one explain that there
is no direct fli
capitals of two countries? We

reached Colombo via Bangkok

taking nearly twenty hours
with halt for the earliest con-

necting flight. Happily, thi%s;
are going to change as
di-

Lanka is expecied to begin

rect flight by June, this year.
o e wirte e g
the capital cities of the SAAR
countries are not directly con-
écted dlthough the regional
body came into being in 19857
Bangladesh also needs to
strengthen and expand its ac-
tivities in countries like Sri

Lanka by enlarging the mission
with sufficient persons so that
more works can be done and the

ains could be consolidated.

ter all, CBMs can work when
effective and greater push are
given at bilateral and also In
the multilateral levels in the
ambience of the SAARC. CBMs
are difficult in the on in
some ways both politi and
otherwise but not impossible
and beyond reach. Greater
litical will is necessary for
and one can only hope that it
should be in the offing despite
inherent problems.

trial period, there are really no
basic changes from the existing
law. -

The letter will become too
lun&tf I go into all the features
of the proposed law. | am cer-
tainly not an on the sub-
ject but we all know that while
crime remains embedded in
human nature, the manner in
which it is committed changes
with the passage of time. Extor-
tion by using terror tactics is a
somewhat recent phenomenon
in our society. Destroying cars
and other vehicles by setting
them on fire is also a recent
phenomenon. Thro acid on
women by men was unheard of
when we were young. The new
bill proposes to deal with all
these rather recently devised
forms of crime usually found in
urban centres in Bangladesh. It
is also an attempt to ensure jus-
tice to those who are victims of
terrorism, extortion and wan-
ton violence. 1 hope your read-
ers will not formm a hasty opin-
ion on a bill which has been
drafted with utmost care in or-
der to deal with the urban crime
which seems to have become a
major constraint in our eco-
nomic and social development
effort. Why should it be seen as
an attempt to muzzle the Oppo-
sition? Surely you are not s
gesting that we should t
opposition activists to commit
terrorism in the name of
democracy? Should the present
ruling ly go into opposition,
they should not fear this law
because this law is aimed at ter-
e of a poitical atty, 1 St
ties of a party.
be grateful if you wﬂl’r be kind
enough to pu this letter in
ﬂur esteemed paper. This will,

ope, give your readers an o
pnnﬂem% see the other s!del:n-f
the coin which your editorial
seems to have neglected. Why

should you not believe that the

government Is a sincere
and -ﬁmulne effort to give the
respite from the termﬁ-
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