Asian h'ball
China keep
Olympic hopes
alive

YAMAGA, Japan, Jan 28;

MELBOURNE, Jan
28: Her 50-match
unbeaten stretch
at Melbourne Pa-
rk shattered In a
doubles final loss

stiff,” she expected to be oka
for the final. i :

Davenport, the 1996 Atlanta
Olympic gold medalist, over-

Hingis' doubles

powered Hingis In their three
encounters last year and says
she'll continue to use her ag-
gressive serve and attacking
e to unsettle the No 1.
The 23-year-old right han-

Sport

Women's final today

Ottey gains

support

BERLIN, Jan 28: The organ-
Isers of a German indoor athlet-
lcs meet sald on Thursday they
were sticking to their decis'on
to allow Jamalcan sprif er
Merlene Ottey, who Is at the

: China staged a come-from-be- | frid : Martina Hingls forced der also has a.9-7 lead In career | ¢entre of a doping controversy,
¢ hind victory in the last three herself straight bacl?;ntb the head-to-heads against Hingls E’CJ:;: this weekend. reports

minutes to beat Japan 24-23 in
the Asian handball champi-

practice court to warm up for
another epic decider, reports

days over

and has a 100 per cent success

_rate In Grand Slam finals. beat-

The organisers of Saturday's

onships today and kept their | Ap MELBOURNE, Jan 28 ing Hingis to win the 1998 Us | Karlsruhe indoor meeting said
. : 5 they would Jet Ottey race, de-
hopes of making and Slymplc Hingis faces Wimbledon  (Reuters/AP): Lisa Ra mond  Open and Steffi Graf at Wimble splt{e appeals from the Intern :_

berth alive, reports AFP.

The Chinese women, who
ended at fourth in the Asian
Games behind bronze medal-
lists Japan, slipped away a 4-0

champion Lindsay Davenport
in a No 1 va No 2 singles

Satur and, with her air of
invineibility in tatters, the 19-
year-old Swiss is suddenly in

and Rennae Stubbs stopped
Martina Hingis from winning
her fourth straight Australian
Open women's doubles final to-
day, beating the Swiss star and

don last year. .

I'm 2 and O in Grand Slam
finals right now — I'm confident
| can make that 3 and 0." she
said,

tional ateur Athletic Feder-
ation (IAAF) and the German
Athletics Federation (DLV) not
to invite the former 200-metres

lead in the beginning and they | Gap f slumping - to succes-  partner Mary Plerce 6-4, 5-7, 6- And Davenport says she's world champion.
were 22-23 down with less than swe%gsis. e 4. due for a change In fortunes at h E“" is “’*;n““é“ because
three minutes to go. The top-ranked Hingls was Hingis and Pierce, seeded  the Australlan Open after being | 1€ A48 BECT © T E}' her na-
Australian Open singles and  third, managed to fend off two  pusted in "heartbreaking® onal assoclation.” Karlsruhe
But [4 Jianfang tied It with match points but top seeds  semifinals in the last two years, | Meeting organlser Siegfried

her seventh goal of the day and
then Chen Ji struck home the
decider with 1:03 minutes to go,
while goal keeper Yu Geli
showed excellent savings at
crucial moments.

It was China's second win

doubles champion the last three
years.

She extended her winning
stretch in singles to 27 by ad-
vancing to her fourth successive
final and had gone 23 doubles
matches without losing until
Friday's 4-6, 7-5, 4-6 loss to No

Raymond and Stubbs took the
match and their first Grand
Slam title when Hingis slapped
a forehand return long.

The two pairs traded several
service breaks in the final set as
the match grew more intense,

losing to Amelle Mauresmeri-

can.
"She has been able to serve
very well against me and [ just
didn't have anything to hurt her
at that time," she said. "But |
think I've Improved,” since

Koenlig sald, adding that at the
moment there were no charges
outstanding against her.
Another of the race organis-
ers, Alain Blondel. sald the
IAAF letter had both confirmed
that Ottey could take part in the

—

Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov hits a forehand volley against Magnus Norman of Sweden in
their Australian Open semifinal yesterday.

— AFP photo
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with one draw for five points in bb ; race, but simultaneously ad-
: | seeded Rennae Stubbs and  but Raymond and Stubbs even-  Josing the Chase Champlonship i
}I!lei Eﬁv:nrcl:;iml ?cu:[iglgﬁ.b:g. Lisa Raymond. tually won out by consistently final to Davenport in Decem- | Y13¢9 against such a move.

the Sydney Olympics.

Atlanta Olﬁmrg:lc silver
medallists Sout orea had a
rest day Friday after winning

‘It's not disagpolntin% that I
lost, it's just the way it hap-
pened.” said Hingis, who sur-
rendered four breaks of serve
during the match. "I want to

drilling the ball to Pierce.
Raymond, an American, and
her Australian partner put an
end to Hingis's gid for a record
four straight wins in the dou-

ber.

“l have been able to beat her
before ... I can only improve on
the score right now."

Ottey tested positive for the
banned steroid nandrolone :t a
Grand Prix meeting in Lucerne
last July, but was %aler cleared
by her national athletics feder-

Kafelnikov sails into final

their three games for six points forcet about this when | go on bles and singles at Melbourne Neither player has lost a set ation of dﬂpi"g‘- : MELBOURNE, Jan thelir last three meetings. more ¢chance really to show that :

and they érill take on China cﬂfft tomorrow ... sin 155 is a Park, but Hingis 1Is still en route to the final. with dtcﬂll‘;gr"xlwdlhu{ﬂ%gmng th?c: 2E (AP): Defending Agassi also has reached fﬂgur | can play better then I did to- :

Saturday, vying for a place In | totally different story. supremely confident she will be  Hingls accuuntlnF for Mirjona | ~F 00 érﬁﬂlcd tgr -yeai‘i-lo champion Yevg- consecutive Grand Slam finals, day. |

the Olympics. “I don't feel that great right able to win the singles title on  Lucie. Alicia Molik. Sand:ne arbi{r i I acel;.m an ll'j:_ny] Kafelnikov winning the French and US This time, he said, "you start
The Japanese women ended | now, you never want to lose in a Saturdagv. Testud and Arantxa Sanchez- leda tot.hn PE‘SETF”{? ng ex- inally had to beat  Opens last year and losing in  thinking that it's the semis, all

the tournament with two wins | Grand Slam final — singles or The Swiss teenager first won  vacario in the top half of the | PS¢ al L€ end ol February. a top 15 player at  the Wimbledon firtals to Sam- this media attention there's

against two defeats at third
place.

doubles — but I can only get bet-
ter so | have nothing to lose,

the Australian Opens doubles
championship In 1997 with

draw and Davenport beating
Sarah Pitkowski, Alina Jid-

The Ottey case coincides
with a doping scandal sur-
rounding German middle-dis-

the Australian
Open. It was quick and easy:.

To keep his title, he now has

pras.

Still, Kafelnikov said. he

been this week, I'm not really
used Lo that.'

_ Natasha Zvereva., then again : rnikova and refers to meet Agas : als ' slz
In the men's competition in agﬂgiﬁf}fgﬁﬁ'ﬁmmﬂ to rest with Mirjana Lucic, and last f}ﬂﬁﬂ HQ{;’:&‘,D}E‘QEE}E " tance runner Dieter Baumann, t.c;- beal Andre Agassi, who was Lrhr:n Sampras';;%n*? it;t;aﬂ'“;ic_ pnsi:{t?ri:”itﬁ;] 51&;15‘:5? :ir.r;da °°‘i
Kumamoto, Taiwan gain:d before the singIES final. she year with Anna Koumikova. Hingiﬂ. who defeated Mary who was SLISpﬁ'ﬂdEd by the DLV T‘bl‘f?ﬂﬂ CIID}IJH_h 1“3' withstand 37 ing, his opponent has no pras iﬂrlhﬁ' other half of the
; their first win in the three [“t}p“@d: "No. I'm ﬂing out to hit In the men's Cﬂmpttltiﬂn. Pierce in 1997, Conchita Mar- alter {E‘S[ing pﬂﬂiti'ﬁ"ﬂ. also for rlf(.;{‘.bf‘_} !.}}r } elte 5:-Jlmpraﬁ. chance draw. and saw tf}t three o*her
* gamcs by beating winless Iran | . }i1je bit more because [ don't ~Mark Woodfore and Todd tinez in '98 and Amelie Mau- | fandrolone. ( alelnikov wielded a lethal Norman said that "if seeded players in his quarter
7-18 with point-getter Tan Woodbridge's quest for a 55th The DLV is seeking to impose | [orehand Friday in advancing ﬁ |

Tsung-shang breaking through
the tight Iranian defence to
score seven goals.

Privalova

pipped at
the post

MOSCOW, Jan 28: World in-
door 60 metres record holder
Irina Privalova finished second
in her first international ap-
pearance over hurdles on
Thursday. reports Reuters.

She was one-tenth of a sec-
ond behind Russian champion
Yulia Graudyn at an indoor
meeting in Moscow. Graudyn
clocked 8.06 seconds.

European champion Svetla
Dimitrova of Bulgaria was a
disappointing fifth in 8.27.

Privalova was in front after
coming out of the blocks but
was caught after the third hur-
dle by Graudyn.

“I'm still losing time going
over the hurdles.” said Prival-
ova, who is considering a
switch from sprinting to hur-
dling to revive an injury-
plagued career.

"Right now I'm taking hur-
dles as part of my training for

the outdoor season but, who..

knows, if it really goes well I

may stick to it in the future.”
Graudyn was less than im-

pressed by Privalova's hurdling

want to finish off a day like
this.”

No 2 seeded Davenport, how-
ever, spent the eve ol the final
resting a slight abdominal and
groin strain which forced her to
withdraw from Thursday's dou-
bles semifinals against Hingis
and Pierce.

She said she'd had the injury
for a week but had aggravated it
during her singles semifinals
against Jennifer Capriati. She
said while it was “"a little bit

I e

career doubles title faltered
Thursday when they were
ousted in the semifinals by Ellis
Ferreira and Rick Leach.

The Woodies, as they're
known Down Under, seemingly
had the match won until Fer-
reira and Leach fought back
from 1-4 down in the third to
clinch a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 victory on
center court at Melbourne Park.

Ferreira and Leach will meet
Andrew Kratzmann and Wayne
Black in the final on Saturday.

resmo last year, describes the a
decider between the top two
seeds as the "dream final.” say-
ing no two players deserve to be
there more.

"I think the two of us have
been the most consistent play-
ers in the last three years — it's
her or me always in the semis
or the finals or winning tour-
naments,” she said. "So it's very

good to have the No 1 and No 2

players in the Grand Slam fi-
nal.”

a two-year ban on Baumann,
but the former Olympic cham-
pion is fighting to clear his
name.

A long-time anti-doping
campaigner, Baumann says he
was the victim of a plot to dis-
credit him in which unknown
perpetrators spiked his tooth-
paste with the forbic len
steroid.

TT WC on

PHNOM PENH, Jan 28: The
women's table tennis World Cup
got underway in the Cambodian
capital Phnom Penh today,
with few surprises and Chi- ese
favourites Wang Nan and L. Ju
both off to strong starts, reports
AFP.

World champion Wang Nan
pushed through the first day's
Froup games, with opponents
rom the United States and Lux-

' embourg unable to keep at bay

her pugnacious lefthanders.
The same was the case for Li Ju,
who only appeared to face dec-
termined resistance from Soulh
Korea's Ryu .Ji Hui.

Both favourites and the
dominant Chinese team ap-
peared to revel in dazzling a

artisan crowd — dominaledg by

ag-waving members of Phnom
Penh's huge Chinese commu-
nity.

The toughest match of the
day was provided by China's
Sun Jin's — ranked six in the
world — beating of Germany's

o Sunday's final with a 6-1, 6-
2. 6-4 victory over No 12 Mag-
nus Norman In 90 minutes.

_ Norman, in his first Grand
Slam semifinal, looked noth-
Ing like the solid Slugger who
ousted No 4 Nicolas Kiefer in
the quarterfinals. He commit-

ted 41 unforced errors to 18 b
Kafelnikov. g

Kafelnikov, seeded second,
said he would relax before the
linal by playing golf Saturday.

But, L{* said, after a match
like Agassi's dramatic five-set
comeback against Sampras in
their semifinal, "I have a big re-
sponsibility to make sure |
don't disappoint the crowd.”

“The pressure is enormous.”
he added. "You don't get many
chances to play in a Grand
Slam final.” ;

Kafelnikov has a 4-5 record
against Agassi, who has won

MELBOURNE, Jan 28 (AP):
Alter edging Pete Sampras in a
five-set classic at the Aus-
tralian Open semifinals, Andre
Agassi said he was looking for-
ward to teaming up with his fel-
low American inthe Davis Cup
opener next week,
~ But his prospects of joining
Sampras on the Davis Cup team
against Zimbabwe were erased

Yevgeny can play like he did to-
day, | think Ex
shot.”

Kafelnikov broke at love~in
Norman's first service game
and generally appeared unruf-
fled by the Swedpe'a hard hitting.
He won 10 of the first 11 games
and didn't yield a break point
until the final set's fourth game.

Norman cashed that in with
a backhand down the line, tying
the score at 2-2. But Kafelnikov
broke him for the sixth time for
4-3 and then held serve twice
More.

Norman threw down his
racket in disgust several times.
The first outburst came when
Kafelnikov broke him in the
second set’s first game with a
lorehand that zipped through
the tiny opening Norman had
left him down the line.

Describing himself as "an
emotional guy,” Norman said, "I
would do anything to get one

e has got a good

'l feel you have to prove you
are No 1 every time you are on a
tennis court ... I want to do it
next week in Zimbabwe and
continue it.” he said.

Sampras has a muscle tear
injury to his hip-flexor and is
expected to be sidelined for
three to four weeks. Although
he said il he's fit and if the US
advances. he'll make himself
available for the second round

fall by the third round.

On his way to the final, he
beat Jens Knippschild, Danied]
Vacek, Stefan Koubek, qualifier
Chistophe Rochus, Younes El
Aynaoul and Norman, and lost
only his very first set, in a
tiebreaker,

‘1 wouldn't mind winning
one more match here in this
tournament.” Kafelnikov said.

So far, the added. “T've ex-
pected a lot tougher matches
than probably I've had. Maybe |
have to give credit to myself by
a playing very solid and consis-
Lent.

Against Norman, "I know if 1
would stay in the point long
enough, he might have a break-
down. and that's basically what
happened.”

But when Norman broke

him early in the third set, "1 was
really nervous. | thought, “"Oh
God, maybe the match has iust
begun.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOTEBOOK

Conditions in Melbourne
have been less than ideal for
tennis, with continual rain and
strong winds over the last two
weeks. In other years, the tem-
perature has exceeded 104
Fahrenhelt {20 degrees Celsius)
and players have suffered heat
exhaustion

| think it's very good to have
these different options if it

re ¥ - - - T (_ I i-]:‘ :-:‘!I -~ B W
technique. "It's still far from Tian-Zorner Jing by two games Friday when the No 3-ranked  of the Davis Cup in April. lr:x{}? f}i, 11,;2? fdfh“ :;’]E_‘S
ek ek Peni b Ining o | toone. with a final set score of | SaMPpras withdrew from the OUTSIDE IN eek, Hingls safls > & 1 e
we have to worty about her yet. 21-19 : squad due to a hip injury he sus- . . week. Hingis said.

Russian shot putter Larisa oS The cup. which is the first | tained in the semifinal. Martina Hingis says using Having adrcof it's great, be-
henko returned Lo compe- & Aol & b, P - 2 g0 . _ | the retractable roof at Mel- C¢ause you don't have to wait
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B raron ol 20.96 tnetres. _ _ _ : Or years, continues today with | Slam final of the millennium lieves that Wimbledon and French Open ... it always hap-
btk Olympie. champion Rennae Stubbs (L) of Australia and Lisa Raymond (2nd R) of the United States display the third round of Frﬂul:: but is already thinking about  Rojand Garros should consider pens that during those two
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Saturday 29th January

(All programmes are in
local time. The Daily Star
will not be responsible

12:00 |V]| Style Police
12:30 [V] Gone India 1:30
[V] Hit Machine 2:30 [V]
Mainstage 3:30 [V] Hit

-Warriors Prences 11:30
Series: Hercules Ep- Re-
grsts (*Kevin Sorbo) 12:30
Mike Hammer Private

[EE NEWS INDIA TV

Music Zone 4:30 Brake
Fail

Sab Ek Hai 2:30 Dil Vil
Pyar Vyar 3:00 Family No
1 3:30 Cine Matinee Hindi
Film 7:00 Adab Arz Hali

Gata Chal 1:00 TV Brand
1:30 Cookery Show 2:00
Serial: Baaje Payal 2:30
Hindi Feature Film 2:55

HOME TV

8:00 Kaboom Kazoom

Ebar Jombe Mawja 7:30
Shesh Prashna 8:00 News
In Bangali 8:30 Andolon
9:00 Nil Chander Alo 9:30

(Hindi) 10:30 Limelight
(Eng.) 11:00 Star News
(Hindi) 1X:30 Star News
(Eng.) 12:00 Star News

| / 2 : . 7:00 Jagran 7:30 Zee _ | gt o ; :
for any change in the pro- Machine 5:30 (V] Satur- Eye 1:30 Series: Water g DD CHANNEL ] 8: 00 Bajai Ki , , > 8:30 High Five 9:00 Pahli Rangla Movie- Teen (Hindi) 12:30 Star News
= - - . fo - i lehre: News In Urdu 6:00 Dennis 5 Bangla {
gramme) day Special 6:30 [V] Top Rats #19 Ep- Floater 2:30 genwﬁél?ig?ég'?qgﬁ:%sulﬂ 8:30 Cinjejprjmg %?::; .‘”w Menace 6:30 Mickey Nazar 9:15 Cartoons Kanva (Modhovia (Eng.) 1:00 Limelight

BBC

Of the Pops 7:00 [V] Hit
Machine 7:30
8:00 [V] News 8:30 Bill-

Karaoke

Grace Under Fire 3:00 Se-
ries: The Key of David
3:30 Morris Ceruillo 4:00

look 9:30 AM to 06:30 PM
Every Half Hour - Zee

6:30 UGC Programmes
7:30 Samachar 7:45 Suba

Film Jab Pyar Kisise
Hota hai (Salman Khan.

& Donald 7:00 Rich For A
Rainbow 7:30 Dum Dum

10:00 Action Drama
10:45 Chalte Chalte 11:00
Hit-Hit Hurray 12:00 Hol-

Aporna Sen) 12:00 News
In Bangali 12:30 Bharat

"(Hindi) 1:30 Star News
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6:00 BEC World News  13.30 [V] Saturday Spe- 6:00 Batman 6.30 Every Half Hour - Zee Literacy Prog 10:32 Se-  12:00 Khoya Khoya Show Number One Sor0Liaair o a0 PAtAAr &0 08 Sesh  News (Eng) 4:00 Star
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Today 9:00 BBC World STAR P'.US STAR 11:30 News In English Babu 12:00 Amar Chitra  padum Show 3:00 Chart-  10:50 Single Metro 11:00  ZWY3 =€ 7H8 Tr8 o 200 News (Eng) -8:00 SIEF
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: : : 1:00 Hindi Wwork 5:30 Chalte Chalte light (R. Eng.) 7:00 Star

Hard Talk: 11:00 World
News 11:30 World Living :
Talking Movies 12:00
World News 12:30 World
Living: Question Time In-
dia Talk (Presenter- Dr.
Prnnoy Roy) 1:00 BBC
World News 1:30 Earth
Report: 2:00 BBC World
News 2:30 USA Direct

(News. Ent.) 9:30 Travel
Asia 10:00 The Greatl Es-
cape 10:30 Living On The
Edge 11:00 | Love My In-
dia 11:30 Slar Bestsellers
Ep- Telephone 12:30 TVC
Sﬁoping 1:00 Hit Ya Fit
%180 1:30 Ajecb Dastaan
2:00 Serial: Dhondh 2:30
Bakemans - Ooh La La Vj

Excellent Adventure (PG)
10:30 Romance: Young-
blood (12) 12:30 Comedy:
Tin Men (15) 2:30 Star
Kids Club: Little Miss
Mapgic (12) 4:30 E! CP:
Keenan Ivory Wayans
5:30 Comedy: Father of
The Bride (PG) 7:30 Com-
edy: Duchess And The

Half Hour - Zee News:
Hindi

MTV INDIA

8:00 MTV Concerns 10:00
Non-Stop Hits 11:30 MTV
Gaao Baby Gaao 12:00
MTV Made in India 12:30

Film Show 2:40 The
News 3:32 Sports World
6:00 Forasts of India 6:32
Series: Turning Point
7:30 Samachar 7:45 Jaan
Hal Jahan Hal 8:00 Spirit
of Unity Concert 8:30
News Headlines 8:32 Aap
Ki Pasand 9:00 Samachar
9:15 The News 9:30 Sang-

LEETV

8:00 Yeadon Ki Pal (B/W
Songs) 6:30 Zee News &
Business 7:00 Bhakti
Songs 7:30 Jagran 7:55
Fitness Plus 8:05 Gul-
dasta 8:30 TVS Saregama

One Cube
Films

DD INTL

9:30 Opening & News in
English 9:45 Business
Plus 10:00 Magazine
10:30 Parakh (Serial)

5:45 Cartoon 6:30 Action
Drama 7:15 Chalte Chalte
8:30 Born Lucky 8:00
Popularly Yours 9:30
First Cut 10:00 Gaane Kya
Tune Kahi 10:30 Duniya
Gol Hai 11:30 Aamma &
Family 12:00 Zuban
Sambhal Ke 12:30 Pan-
ther 1:00 Bollywood Re-

6:30 Film Show- Jal Baba
Amarnath (*Beena,
Vikram Gokhale] 9:30
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10:00 Bollywood Top S
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Malini) 1:30 Top of The
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10:30 Star News Hour
11:30 Star News (Eng.)
12:00 Star News [(Hindi)
12:30 The Big Fight 1:30
Star News (Eng.) (To 6AM
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World Headlines 6:10
World Weekend: A His-
tory of British Art #4/6-

My Wife My Horse Myself
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