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BSF kills 2
on Sylhet

" border

SYLHET, Jan 28: Two pmflc
were killed in BSF firings at a

frontier char in ZﬂlﬂT thana
here Thursday night, reporis
UNB. '

The Indian Border Security

Force with the help of Indian
police took away the bodies, lo-
cal

said.
identity of the victims

could not be knowt.
Residents of frontier
Manikpur village said they

heard sounds of heavy firing
across the char of Kushiara
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hijack drama
| Indo-Pak
Relations on
Fire Again
by AM M Shahabuddin
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Prayer Timings

% January 29 |
t | Azan | Jamaat |
(Fajr | 545 | 615 |
| Zohr '__12-154 1-20 |
. AST | 415 4-30

' Maghrib | 546 5-48 |
. Esha f 7-15 7-45

Source: Islamic Foundation |
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the Ijtema venue at Tongi yesterday.
—Star photo
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Thousands

converge
on the bank
of Turag

By Staff Correspondent
Streams of people head to-
wards Tongi to attend the Blswa
ljtema. world's second largest
Muslim congregation ailter
Hajj. scheduled to begin today
on the bank of the Turag River,
The Igtcma ground on the
eastern bank of river Turag in
Tongi has already been turned
into a place ol pllgrlmaplg,c. Hun-
dreds of thousands ol people
from home and abroad attended
Juma prayers there yesterday.
A big canopy was erected on
more than 165 acres of land to
accommodate the devolees. But
a large number of devolees at-
tended the Juma prayers out-
side it due to dearth of space.
Many devotees also camped
oultsice the canopy.
Hundreds of buses, a good

See Page 11 Col 7

Trade & aid to JtOp agenda

EU envoy terms PM's visit as 'very significant

Trade and economic cooper-
ation in a new milieu would fig-
ure high when Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina meets European
Union leaders in Brussels next
week.

Hasina leaves for Brussels at
midnight Monday night on a
four-day official triF when she
would also hold bilateral talks
with Belgium's leaders.

“Her visit is seen very signif-
icant,” Ambassador Antonio de
Souza Menezes, Head of the EC
Delegation in Dhaka. said dur-
ing an interview with UNB.

'He said Hasina is
Bangladesh's first elected Prime

Minister to visit European

Union institutions on the eve of

signing of a Cooperation
Agreement between the EU and
Bangladesh.

The accord would be signed
at ministerial level in Brussels
next March for furthering coop-
eration in political, trade and
commerce. and in the field ol
economy, human resources,
science and technology, infor-
mation and culture, prevention
of drugs and money laundering.

Menezes said the EU is at-
taching importance to the
Bangladesh leader’s visit since
Dh:
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Achieving the National Export Trophy (Gold)
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co Jute & Bage Corporation
is seen to receive Export Trophy (Gold) from Hon'able Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
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LDCs and EU community has
been very sympathetic for some
of the concerns of the least-de-
veloped countries. The visit
would create an oppurlunit{y to
hear some of the concerns (rom
her.

Besides, Bangladesh is now a
member of the UN Security
Council. "It is an opportunity to
develop political cooperation
between EU and Bangladesh.”

Menezes said Hasina will
have talks with new EC Presi-
dent Romano Prodi who came
to Dhaka as Italian Prime
Minister and is famillar with
her as well as development is-
sues in Bangladesh.

She will also meet President
of European Parliament Nicole
Fotaine and ils members.

Asked about the agenda of
her talks with EU leaders,
Menezes said: "We don't have
any ;eontentious issues with
Bangladesh. We would like to
hear what her concerns are,
namely aid and trade matters.”

He said the Prime Minister's
tour would inject new dy-
namism in the relations be-
(ween the development partners
and Bangladesh. It would also
give an impetus to trade and aid
development.

The European Communily
together with its member states
has become the largest donor ol
development aid (o Bangladesh.
EC's annual ald programme for

See Page 11 Col 7

JCE meets today

Paris meet: Dhaka to

press for specific
aid commitment

By Rafiq Hasan

The government will seek
specilic commitment from the
development partners about
future aid at the Bangladesh
Development Forum meeting in
Paris scheduled to be held on
April 13-14.

Finance Ministry sources
said that the government would
take a strong position at the
meeting and try to get commit-
ment about a specific amount of
ald.

The government has already
informed the World Bank about
it's possible stand at the meet-
ing.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria will lead the Bangladesh
delegation at the meeting . Rep-
resentatives from around 24
countries and international fi-
nancial organisations consid-
ered as major development
partners of the country will at-
lend it.

The development partners
including International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) would review
the progress of development
projects in Bangladesh.

An estimate of aid following
the Forum meeting last year is
yet to be completed and that of
ald requirements [or the com-
ing fiscal year would be fi-
nalised very soon, the sources
sald.

The development partners
have been showing reluctance
to make specific commitment
regarding disbursement of aid
to Bangladesh for the last cou-
ple of years, the sources pointed
out. Instead ol mentioning spe-
cific figures, they prelerred to
disburse aid on the basis of de-
velopment projects. This cre-
ated difficulties to the govern-
ment in taking up development
plans

“So this time the govern-
ment would emphasise com-
mitment for specific amount of
aid by the donors “, a senlor ol-
ficial of the Finance Ministry
said.

The World Bank has taken
note of this and has appointed
a consultant to analyse and as-
sess the requirements of aid in

See page 11 col 6

DU teacher held
on charge of
assaulting wife

sent to jail
By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka Universit
teacher who was arreste
Thursday night on charge ol as-
saulting his wife was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jall yesterday.

Mohammad Ferdous Hos-
sain was produced belore the
CMM's Court yeslerday noonm.
He has been charged under
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act of 1985
which does not allow the court
to grant the accused ball within
60 davs.

Ferdous, also the house tutor
ol Sir AF Rahman Hall of the
university. was re-elected gen-
eral secretary of Dhaka Univer-
sity Teachers' Association with
licket from opposition BNP-
backed "White Panel”.

The magistrate rejected the
bail prayer He was earlier ar-
rested [rom his campus resi-
dence Thursday night.

His brother-in-law Khaled
Malhunud liled the case agzinst
Ferdous. Ferdous was accused ol
assaulting his wile, Shelly, for
her refusal to pay Tk 5 lakh as
dowry

See page 11 col 5

Teesta 1ssue
to dominate
water talks

By Staff Correspondent

The third secretary-level
meeting of Bangladesh-India
Joint Committee of Experts
(JCE) begins in the city today to
take up the issue of sharing of
walers ol the Teesta and other
commnion rivers.

According to sources in the
Water Resources Ministry, the
Teeslta issue will top the agenda
of the meeting and sharing of
walers ol six other common
rivers — Monu, Khowai, Gumiti,
Muhuri, Dharla and Dudkumar
— will also come up at the two-
day talks.

The 10-member Bangladesh
side of the JCE will be led by
Water Resources Secretary Dr A
T M Shamsul Huda and his In-

gl coaiTttrppet Zaindl Hasdan

will lead his country's 10-
member delegation at the talks
to be held at a city hotel.

The JCE. formed following
the signing of Indo-Bangladesh
water accord on December 12,
1996, was mandated to look
into the problems of water

| sharing and work out the prin-

ciples for this.

The outcome of the JCE
meeting would be placed before
the next meeting of the Joint
Rivers Commission (JRC),
which is likely to be held in

=ce page 11 col 6

" Bill on woman & child*repression

The Standing Committee on
Law. Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Ministry at a meeting
yesterday made some amend-
ments to the Woman and Child
Repression Prevention Bill.
2000 introduced in Parliament
Thursday.

“The aclt could have been
more rationalised if the oppo-
sition attended the session and
made their amendments,” said
chairman of the committee and
Prime Minister's Parliamen-
tary Affairs Advisor Suranjit
Sengupta.

BNP MP Khalequzzaman
said they didn't raise any objec-
tion to l?;e proposed law, as it is
an updated version of previous
(wo acts.

“The law is aimed at prevent-
ing repression on women and
children that increased in re-
cent time fallowing deteriora-
tion of law and order due to gov-
ernment failure. However, the
act is not political In nature,”
he said.

Report finalised with
some amendments

In reply to a query, he said
they were notl concerned about
time ol passage ol the Bill as
opposition parties are now ab-
staining lrom Parliament.

Representatives of civil so
ciety. especially leaders ol
women bodies, also took part in
the meeling to give their opin-
ifons on the Bill of the toughesl
law against repression on
women and children.

Suranjit Sengupta, who
presided over the meeting, said
that the report of the Standing
Committee on the Bill was fi-
nalised and it will be placed be-
fore the Parliament.

Sources close to the meetling
said it proposed to exclude the
provisions about "embarrass-

ing women and indecent ges- ¢

tures towards them” from tough
punishment if the persons in-
volved are not really at the
stage ol repressing women.
They said the changes were
made in delinitions of newly
See page 11 col |

An awakening with
the Ustad

Star Report

The city's music lovers
savoured the transcendental
tune lowing from the shehnal
of Ustad Bismillah Khan yes-
terday on the second evening of
his three-day shehnal recital
programme at Osmani Memo-
rial Hall,

The shehnal legend’s recital
yesterday evening [catured
renditions in both raga and
dhun formats — sclections
which with their Intricate daz-
zllnﬁ patlern weaving brought
forth the inexplicable bond be-
tween man and river and the
divine spirit. The effect of the
music on the listeners was (o
the point of sublimity.

Bismillah Khan. one of the
most oulstanding music per-
sonalities in contemporary In-
dian classical music, has liter-
ally pulled shehnal to the cen-
ter stage of classical music
which lay neglected as a mere
instrument used only In temple

See page 11 cal 5
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| DUTCH-BANGLA BANK LIMITED

EXTENDS ITS WARM FELICITATIONS
TO THE PARTICIPANTS AND VISITORS
TO DHAKA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR

In celebrating this event, DBBL takes

858 pleasure in announcing the introduction | = §
" of new products at the DITF 2000:

Commission Free Remittances :

L
.'f-; Ei‘vl{ . ®
i8S  For T.T., D.D. & P.O.
8 e Money Plant :
81 | Savings for your rainy days

e Monthly Term Deposit (MTD) :

Where money grows faster

o Small-scale Credit Facility for Shop Owners: = =}
Takes you away from high risk and high cost |
informal borrowing

Small-scale Taxicab Loan Scheme : |
Be a proud owner of a Comfort taxi-cab
under simple and lucrative terms

Small-scale Transport Loan Scheme :
Introducing an environment-friendly
transport ('DURANTA", "RIDER")

Visit us at DITF Pavilion No. 52 or any of our branches and
 ask about our comprehensive range of products and services

&  Dutch-Bangla Bank limiteﬂ

Your Trusted Partner
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For details contact any of our branches
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