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minister's trip agenda
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The process of British immi-
gmtlon operations conducted in
angladesh are expected to re-
ceive special attention durin
the forthcoming visit of Keith

"~ Vaz MP. and United Kingdom's

minister for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Oflice Q).
Keith Vaz arrives in Dhaka

- on Sunday on a two-day official

!

)

o)

visit to Bangladesh.

Diplomatic sources said the
main purpose of Keith Vaz's
visit here will be to see person-
ally the British immigration
services conducted in
Bangiadesh and look into ways
and means to improve the ser-

. vices lor people seeking visas or
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migration to ritain.
Bangladesh has a sizeable
number of immigrants in UK
and every year thousands also
apply for immigrant status or
‘visit' visas. Vaz's visit is also a
follow-up of Prime Minister
Sheikh l-?aslna's trip to UK last
year during the Bangladesh fes-
tival.

A major portion of Vaz's
itinerary would comprise his
visit to Sylhet and acquainting
himself with the problems o
visa-secekers.

Vaz will also look into the
rospects of opening of a
ritish Visa office in Sylhet,

which place has the distinction
of sending the largest number of
immigrants from a single dis-
trict in Bangladesh.

The present UK government
1S credited with making im-

By M Anwarul Haque

provements in its immigration
procedures worldwide and its
plans to simplily the processes
lurther to ease the problem of
entrants and immigrants to
Britain. An ‘appeals process’,
that was discontinued, is also
expected to be re-introduced.

The UK government has al-

Keith Vaz

ready improved visa operations
in Bangladesh by simplilying
procedures for the applicants.

The British State Minister's
second day of stay in
Bangladesh would be high-
lighted by proframmes and
events in Sylhet.

He will be handing over
British passports to some suc-

cessiul visa applicants at
Bangladesh Overseas Centre at
Zindabazar In Sylhet.

Vaz will be given a civic re-
ception, organised by the Sylhet
Municipality at its o¥ﬁce
premises.

He will visit Newham Ben-
sali Community Trust Office at

arl mansion in East Subid-
bazar, Sylhet.

The British minister during
his stay will address two news
conferences, the first one in
Sylhet at and the other prior to
his departure at the residence of
the British High Commissioner
to Dhaka.

Vaz would be received at the
airport by the State Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Abul Hasan
Chowdhury.

During his stay in
Bangladesh, he will call  on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
senior ministers and political
leaders. He will have discus-
sions on bilateral matters with
Bangladesh leaders during his
stay in the country,

%elth Vaz, a member ol par-
liament for Leicester east since
1987, will be in Bangladesh as
part of his sub-continental tour
which will also take him to sev-
eral Indian cities, including
Delhi. Vaz is responsible for en-
try clearance matters world-
wide and was appointed Minis-
ter for Europe at the FCO.

Vaz had earlier paid a trip to
Bangladesh as an opposition
MP.

BPC bypasses bidding

Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
oration is purchasing some
ree lakh tonnes of diesel from

~ Abu Dhabi without floating any

tender, breaking away f{rom
tradition, sources said.

The BPC. which imports
around three million tonnes of
petroleum products annually,
usually purchases diesel and

' other petroleum products from

~ steps (o

1

Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia
through competitive bids. How-
ever, this time it has taken
urchase three lakh
tonnes of diesel exclusively
from Abu Dhabi.

The government always pur-
chases crude oil from Adnoc of
Abu Dhabi and Aramco of
Saudi Arabia on separate gov-
ernment-to-government
agreements. But it never pur-
chases diesel, which is con-
sumed heavily in the country,
without a competitive bidding,
the sources pointed out.

Adnoc which is one of the

" oldest suppliers of petroleum

roducts to Bangladesh had ear-
jier struck a deal with BPC for
supplying six lakh tonnes of

| crude oil. But surprisingly, it

imposed a condition in the deal
that BPC must also purchase
three lakh tonnes of diesel ,
one source said.

“Adnoc had never before im-
posed such a condition and we

Star Report

ted that BPC was facing some
problem in purchasing diesel
without any tender. "But we'll
find a solution to this problem
very soon,” he added.

Some 16 lakh tonnes of
diesel, eight lakh tonnes of
kerosene, two lakh tonnes of
petrol and one lakh tonnes of
octane are eorisumed annually
in the country . BPC imports
crude oil, diesel and refined
petrol on a half-yearly basis
and processes the petroleum
products at the Eastern Refin-
ery for local consumption.

Other than the half-yearly

import, BPC also takes special
measures to import petroleum
products in smaller quantities
to meet excessive seasonal de-
mands.

Though BPC makes huge
profit [rom petroleum product
import, it has been incurring
loss for the last three years, It
claims that it is incurring loss
due to price hike of crude oil in
the international market and it
advocates price hike of diesel
and Kerosene. Other sources
however say that due to ineffi-
ciency and corruption in BPC, it
is incurring losses.

punishment to the convicts for

process — 3-14 years of Rl

- hijacking — 2-10 years of Rl
- extortion — 3-14 years ol RI
: Obstruction to tender (procurement and contract award)

Proposed public safety act:
salient features

* A one-member special tribunal will be set up
* It will deal with the following acts of crime and award

- damage to cars and properties — 2-10 years of RI

- obstruction to free movement of vehicles — 3-14 years of RI

: extort ransom by kidnapping — 3-14 years of RI

. terrorising through explosion and arson — 2-10 years of RI

: filing case on false charge — maximum 7 years

- incitement of criminal activities — as same as the criminal's
: Financial penalty with all terms of imprisonment

* Investigation to complete in 30 days

' cannol say why it imposed such
+ a condition all of a sudden.” he

added, hinting that there might
be some 'underhand dealings’

" between BPC high-ups and Ad-

noc.
However, the move has trig-
gered criticism among officials

i of BPC itself. An official admit-

Non-govt pry

. teachers on
- hunger strike

- By Staff Correspondent

The non-government pri-

“mary school teachers started a
' 36-hour hunger strike yester-
day. the fifth day of their sit-in
‘demonstration at the Osmani
iUdyan in the city demanding

regularisation of their jobs.

The teachers will announce

- Iresh agitation programme to
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‘realise their demand at 5 pm

today.

. Several hundred non-gov-

‘ernment primary teachers be-

‘gan their agitation programme

‘at Osmani Udyan on Sunday.
Doclors Assoclation

Bangladesh (DAB) has set up a

icamp at the Udyan to give
‘health assistance to the agitat-
ing teachers.

! The Water and Sewerage
tAuthority (WASA) and Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority
(DESA) are yet to auppltr] water
and electricity at the Udyan,
teachers complain’

Govt clarifies

.~ The government has clari-
fled its position about the ongo-
registered private primary
chers' sit-in programme and
work stoppage demanding na-

-‘yomlisaunn' of their services,

s BSS.

©  In a statement, the Primary

d Mass Education Division
§d the government was ob-
ng the matter with grave

T

ment said, felt it necessary to

See page ' 1 col |

* Tribunal to accept audio-video records and still photographs
as evidence

* Provision for trial in absentia

* Trial to complete in 90 days and a 30-day extension upon
failure, 180-day trial in case of granting bail

* All offences are non-bailable but bail in case trial is not
completed in first 90 days

* Convicts and aggrieved persons can appeal to the Appellate
Division

* Charges reported by a police sub-inspector or persons
authorised by the government will only be cognizable to the
tribunal

. The government, the state-

bring to the notice of the coun-
Arymen the steps taken to im-
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En route to glory
Opener

Shahriar Hossain,

who became the first

Bangladeshi to score back-to-back centuries, executes an
exquisite on-drive on his way to an undefeated 121 at

the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
Star photo: Anisur Rahman
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Fair begins
February 6

By DU Correspondent

The Ekushey Book Fair be-
gins on the Bangla Academy
premises on February 6.

The organisers, Bangla
Academy. has come up with
special programmes to hold the
fair in a grand way after the
UNICEF declaration of Ekushe
February as the Internationa
Mother Language Day.

There will be a separate
small book fair for children
and women.

"We have decided to focus on
the children and women as the
they have been given much pri-
ority across the world,” said di-
rector general of Bangla
Academy Dr Syed Anwar Hos-
saln.

The fair usually begins on
February 1. but the DG said they
are taking time for the special
programmes and decoration,.
“The whole Academy (premises)
will also be decorated on the oc-
casion of International Mother
Language Day," he added. A

"Special focus will also be
given on the traditional discus-
sion of the fair to highlight the
Bengali culture and its
achievement in the Jast mil-
lennium.”

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to inaugu-
rate the book fair as chief guest,
Prol. Anisuzzaman will chair
the inaugural function while
state minister for youth, sports
and culture affairs Obaidul
Quader attend the programme
as special guest. Eminent educa-
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National IT

Policy enters
final stages

By Asad-uz Zaman

Professionals and the gen-
eral public should get their first
look at the country's long
awaited National Information

| Technology Policy by the end of

February.

A source close to the policy
draft said it's work has entered
the final stages. Copies of the
draft will posted on a Web site
and distributed at a February
seminar so people at home and
abroad can make comments
and suggestions.

o i everything goes
smoothly, we would like to send
a draft of the policy to the au-
thorities concerned by March
26.” he said. "The draft was re-
vised recently after we received
some new documents. It was
supposed to be complete by Jan-
uary 27, but it may take another
week.”

The committee preparing
draft were cautious due to the
country's Y2K preparations, he
added.

The source said the commit-
tee examined the information
technology policies of other
countries while preparing their
draft. The draft will tackle a
lot of related issues, but remain
consistent with policies in re-
lated sectors, such as telecom-
munications, education and in-
dustry. The policy might in-
clude an action plan, he said.

A professional working in
the information
field said the sector cannot de-
velop properly unless there is a
clear cut policy.

India, Malaysia, Singapore
and the Philippines have thriv-

technology

ing information technology
sector thanks to the guidance ol
strong policies. Bangladesh

could achieve the same status if
the policy is implemented prop-
erly, he said.

2 young man
shot dead
in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two young men were shot
dead by miscreants in separate

incidents in the city's Pallabi

and Mirpur areas yeslerday.

The dead were identified as
Abdul Malek, 38, son of Abdul
Wahab of D Block in Pallabi
and Rana, 17, son of Chunnu
Mian of E Block in Mirpur Sec-
Llion One.

According to police and
hospital sources, a gang of eight
armedmen called Malek out of
his house and took him to Balur
Math. They shot him and sev-
ered his lelt wrist.

He was sent to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where the attending
doctors declared him dead..

Police could not confirin the
reason behind the k“““ﬁ till
filing of this report lastnight,

Samsun Nahar, wife of the
victim, [iled a case with Pallabi
thana.

In another incident, the bul-
let-hit body of Rana was found
near Hazrat Shah All Primary
School at Mirpur Section One
yesterday morning,
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Prayver Timings

January 28
e Azan | Jamaat.
Fajr 545 | 6-15
_Z'ﬂh I 12-15 1-20
W) e IO ) Y M TS o Y
|_Maghrib 5-44 5-48
_Esha 7-15 745 _|
Source: Islamic Foundation
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only for purchases above Tk. 7,500

Transcom Electronics Limited
Official licensee of Philips Electronics N.V. for lighting products, fadio and TV sets.

Dhaka: 815307-10 Ctg.: 716353, 723576 Khulna: 720304 Bogra
Visit your nearest Philips Display Centre today
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A bird's eye view of Maheshkhali island where nature nurtures man with her beauty and bounty.

Star photo: A K M Mohsin

Poverty propels trafficking

Poverty happens to be the
prime factor behind woman
and child trafficking from
villages of bordering areas of
Bangladesh, revealed a study of
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers’ Association (BNWLA)
recently.

Other major factors behind
their traflicking have been
identified as illiteracy, land-
lessness, over-population and
low levels of income. The study
shows that the organised gangs
ol traflickers take advantage of
the crushing poverty of their
victims and lure them away
with prospects of job opportuni-
lies.

The UNICEF-aided study,
was conducted by BNWLA be-
tween October 1998 and May
1999 in ten villages of three
bordering thanas of three dis-
tricts of Bangladesh.

The three thanas are Teknaf
of Cox’s Bazar, Sharsha of Jes-
sore and Patgram of Lal-

By Raziur Rahman

monirhat district. The study
also identified four main routes
used by the traffickers.

A total of 51 women and
children were trafficked from
the ten villages during the
study, of whom 31 were children
and 20 were women. The
percentage of male children was
aboul 29 per cent, while women
comprised about 70 per cent of
the victims. .

The study sald thdt about 22
Err cent ol the female children

clonged to the age group be-
tween 13 and 16, which demon-
strated the ‘demand for adoles-
cent girls’.

About 42 per cent of female
victims (aged between 11 and
16) were recruited through
‘offers of marriage’ while 28 per
cent were recruited through job
offers, it said. L

Only 5 per cent of the women
have primary education while
the remaining 95;)&1' cent are il-
literate. About 52 per cent af

the women victims have been

divorced, separated or widowed.
Divorced, separated or widowed
are more frequenily trafficked
than married women, accord-

ing to the study.
About 90 per cent of the

women were household workers
or unemployed. Most of these

victims were married to hus-
bands who had very
comes. Families of 61 per cent
of the victims weré ‘landless’.
The study also showed that

over-population was another
behind
women and children traffick-
ing in Bangladesh. According to
the study about 59 per cent of
fami-

important factor

the vicims came from big
lies. 25 per cent from medium
sized families and only six per
cent from small families.

The study identified four
main routes through which the
victims from the villages of the
mentioned three thanas are
being trafficked.

low in-

Traffickers have been using
the following routes to traffic
the victims from Teknaf :

@. From Cox's Bazar the vic-
tims are brought to Gabtali bus

terminal in Dhaka by road and |

from Dhaka they are taken to
Sathkhira and Jessore by bus.

b. From Cox’s Bazar the vic-
tims are brought to Gabtali bus
terminal in Dhaka by road and
from Dhaka they are {aken to
Hilli border of Dinajpur by bus.

The traffickers of Jessore
have been using the border of
Sharsha for trafficking. The
names of border ‘exit zone' in
Sharsha is Benapole, Sadipur.
Gatipara, Rudropur, Putkhali,
Salbahan and S ur.

The traffickers are using the
border of Burimari for ck-
ing from Patgram. The border
exit zone of Patgram is Uphar-

mara. Padhanath, Azizpur,
Bamandal, Islampur and
Khengti.

Open University graduates

out in the open

Open University students are
having trouble pursuing higher
education, since the country's
five Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education Boards and
some colleges refuse to recog-
uise their work.

Meherun Nesa Urmy re-
ceived her SSC from Open Uni-
versity. She was admitted to
the commerce department of
Shaheed ‘Anwar Girls College
for the 1998-1999 session.

However. college authorities
asked Urmy to find another
school when she tried to regis-
ter. The education board had
told the school it couldn’t regis-

By Mustak Hossain

LCT lIGL

Mohammad Kamal Pasha,
Urmy's father, secured a court
injunction against the authori-
ties to ensure his daughter's ed-
ucation continued.

Monzur-e-Khoda Tarafdar,
the registrar of Open Univer-
sity, said the university met
with Higher Education Board
and Education Ministry offi-
cials five months ago to resolve
the problems facing students
like Urmy. just one.of 14,000
who have received their SSC
from Open University since it
opened in 1995.

The officials asked the uni-

" ondary

versily Lo submit its curriculum
so the board and the ministry
could compare it to those fol-
lowed in mainstream institu-
tions.

“We gave them the relevant
document several months ago,
but they still haven’t replied,”
said Tarafdar.

The Chairman of the Dhaka
Secondary and Higher Sec-
Education Board said
students should get their basic
education from a conventional
education institution.

Students who get their cer-
tificate from Open University

See page 11 col 8

151-member
APAC city

unit proposed

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of cily units ol the
BNP-led opposition alliance
have prepared a list of 151
members for the proposed All-
Party Action Council unit in
the capital. ignoring the guide-
lines set by the Liaison Com-
mittee of the alliance.

According to the guidelines,
a l10l-member APAC unit
headed by a convenor are to be
formed in each city, district,
municipality, thana. ward and
union.

The list was prepared at a
meeting of the city unit of Liai-
son Committee yesterday, meet-

See page 11 col 8

‘Sharif on a tighter rope

Former aviation chief testifies
against him

KARACHI. Jan 27: The {or-
mer aviation chief testified to-
day that. in the heat of Pak-
istan's army coup, he com-
pletely shut down Karachli's
alrport after the then-premier
ordered him to prevent a plane
from bringing home the head of
the military, reports AP.

The testimony came in the
second day of the trial of Nawaz
Sharif, the prime minister who
was ousted in the October mili-
lary takeover.

Sharif is charged with hi-

Larkmg. attempted murder,
idnapping and terrorism for
ordering that the plane be

barred from landing, which the
military-led government says
endangered the lives of Gen.
Pervez Musharraf and the oth-
ers on board.

The coup was sparked when
Sharif tried to fire Musharraf
on Oclober 12, while the army
chief was out of the country on a
visit to Sri Lanka. The ﬂrin%
sparked an army revolt an
Musharraf headed back by
plane for the airport in the
southern Pakistan city of
Karachil.

Aminuddin Chaudhury,
former Civil Aviation Author-
ity chief, testified that Sharif

ordered him to bar the plane
and force it to land elsewhere,
preferably in a Gulf nation.

Chaudhury said that after
Sharif's order, "I used my own
discretion and ordered the air-
port shut down completely.”
although that was not tﬁc order
of the ex-prime minister.

Yusul Abbas, the chiefl opera-
tion officer in the Traflic Con-
trol Tower at Karachi Airport,
corroborated testimony, saying
he warned Chaudhury that the
alrcraft did not have enough
[uel to reach a Gulf nation and
would have to land within Pak-
istan.,

Chaudhury gave him orders
to let the aircraft land in
Nawabshah in Interior Sindh,
several. hundred kilometers
(miles) north of Karachi, he
sald, But when the aircralt was
part way there the army gained
control of the control tower and
the aircraflt was told to returmn to
Karachl, he said.

When Musharrafl's aircraft
eventually landed at Karachi, it
reportedly had only seven

minutes of fuel remaining. By
that time, the army was In con-
trol and soon announced Shar-
if's ouster.
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Funamentas of 7. The British Computer Society (BCS)
Windows 88, Microsoft Word 2000, Microsoft Excel 2000 '
Microsoft Power Paint 2000, Microsolt Access 2000

j Networks, intemet &
Morning Batch - 1, Months - Starting from February
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House No. NW(A)-4/1, Road No. 69, (Oppasite Pakistan Embassy) Gulshan-2, Dhaka
Tel: 9884509/011-855470 E-mail: future @ cliechco.net | ' 3

E-mad
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1s now ofiered in Bangladesh.
ECDL is @ new Europe-Wide qualification which —
nas been designed specifically for
those who wish to demor ¥
their competence intheuse of &=
information technology. ECDL
8 * - was developed by the Council
of European informatics
>ocieties (CEPIS), with the
support of the European
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