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Light rain likely

Light rain is likely to occur at one or two places over Rajshahi.

Dhaka and Sylhet

jvisions and weather may remain mainly dry

elsewhere over the country in next 12 hours till 6 pm today. reports

UNB.

According to Met ®©ffice, night temperature may remain nearly

unchanged over the country.
Yesterday's hi
recorded at Cox’s

est temperature of 29.9 degree
and the lowest of 9.4 degrees at Srimangol.

Celslus was

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:42 pm and rises tomorrow
~ at6:41 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Tem ture in - Humidity In

Isius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 272 15.1 57 4
Chittagong 28.8 15.0 77 65
Rajshahi 273 11.9 ~! 60
Khulna 29.0 12.4 72 -
Barisal 28.5 12.0 79 -
Sylhet 26.8 13.5 79 S0
Cox’'s Bazar 29.9 16.2 73 60

HERE

NSU

North South University
(NSU) welcomed the freshmen
of MBA programme of spring
semester 2 at its campus on
Wednesday, says a press release.

Pro Vice-Chancellor Prof
Hafiz G A Siddiqi said NSU
School of Business is commit-
ted to increasing the supply of
high skilled professionals in
the country by providing a
world-class MBA pro es.
The programme is designed to
serve the national and interna-
tional market, he said.

NSU Foundation Chairman
M A Kashem attended the orien-
tation programme as chief
guest.

Dr Shamsul Haque, Directlor
MBA Programme introduced

arn

N

sag;:ls ol majnsti'canunggrgcndt:;
uality in r ar programm
:? the }::lcctrzgnlic media. It will
enhance our struggle for women
development, she added.

The four papers ted at
the workshop were Women and
Television. Women and Radio.
Women and Advertisement and
Mass media and core group €x-

eriences by Mohammad Ja-
Rangir_ Iskender Ali, Dr Getiara
Nasrin and Maleka Begum re-
spectively.

in the open discussion par-
ticipants were asked for cre-
ative and practical help to-
wards mainstreaming gender
equality.

BCSIR seminar

A seminar on Korean Expe-

the faculty members to the stu- rience in Science and Technol-
MG TR P BT T T refopim ‘ g in
S Thid L AW , = ~the semimar room of the Insti-

Workshop on 'Gender"

& Electronic Media'

The Policy Leadership and
Advocacy Project of the Min-
istry of Women and Children
Affairs organised a workshop
on Gender and Electronic Media
yesterday, says a press release.

The State Minister for the
Ministry of Women and Chil-
dren Affairs Professor Zin-
natun Nessa Talukdar was the

chief guest at the meetin
chaire bz Secretary Pro
Tahmina Chowdhury.

Expressing the importance
of the electronic media the
State Minister said that the

~ electronic media could play a

vital role to raise consciousness
of people In relation Lo oppres-
sion of women.

The Secretary of the Min-
istry of Women and Children
Affairs urged for a comprel 'n-
sive broadcasting policy to en-
sure gender sensitivity for radio
and television. She expressed
the need to communicate mes-

tute of Food Sclence and Tech-
nology (IFST), BCSIR yesterday.
says a press release.

Woo Geun Song from ESCAP,
Bangkok delivered a lecture at
the seminar attended by Minis-
ter for Science and Technology
Lt General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan PSC (Retd) and Dr
Md Mosihuzzaman, Chairman
BCSIR. Scientists and techiol-
ogists from dillerent rescarch
institutions including BCSIR
took part in the seminar.

Song in his paper said that
two main factors worked be-
hind development of science
and technology in Korea. One is
venture capital supported by the
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nnloﬁ. and the other is incuba-
tor. He said that Korean gov-
ernment spends 5 per cent of
GDP for the development of the
sectlor.

In his speech, the Minister
for Science and Technology
urged the scientists to develop
process for application in the
industries.

—

Govt clarifies
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prove various terms and condi-
tions of the services and living
standard of the registered pri-
vate primary teachers.

The statement made it very
clear that the government
would continue to support the
primary teachers so that they
could render their professional
responsibilities properly.

e government hoped that
the teachers would to un-
derstand the positive steps of
the government taken for their
welfare and would not be Influ-
enced or confused by any irra-
tional advice.

The statement said previ-
ously the registered private

« primary school teachers used to

get government grant of Tk 525
at rate of 50 per cent, Tk 615
at the rate of 62 per cent and Tk
745 at the rate of 71

the in the scale of Tk 10
(ﬂxe%}'? i

It sald as per the National
Paly Scale 1997 and incremen-
tal pay of the government pri-
mary school teachers, the gov-
ernment grant
been enhan
for the registered
mary school teachers.

It sald since July, 1997
receive Tk 812.50, Tk 1007,
and Tk 1153.75 respectively.

per cent of

ridon has E:L]m
oportiona
private pri"{

The statement poin nu!:
that as per the commitment of

-~ Chehlum

Tne chehlum

of Gmux Cap-
tain Aliqur

E;h:lnan will
u

behcﬁntodn
Mat his resi-
| dence at 180,

the Prime Minister, the grant
rates were enhanced again from
50 per cent to 60 per cent, from
62 per cent to 70 per cent and

" from 71 per cent to 80 per cent

since July 1999,

Accordingly, a teacher now
gels per month a grant at the
rate of Tk 975, Tk 1137.50 and
Tk 1300 respectively in the
scale of Tk 1625 (fixed), the
statement said adding that
granits were transferred to the
accounts of the teachers
through four commercial banks
with the approval of the Thana
Education Officer.

It pointed out that those
teachers used to get only Tk 500
per month as grant from Jan-
u 1. 1991 to ber 1994.

e government, it said, has
Lo spend about Tk 28 crore an-
nually because of the enhance-
ment of the grants while ex-
penditure was about Tk 96 crore
in fiscal 1998-99 for the regis-
tered private primary school. A
total of Tk 125 crore has been
earmarked for this head in the
current fiscal, it added. |

The statement sald, at the
directives of the prime minis-
ter, the age bar of 45
roll in the Certificate-in-Educa-
tion at Primary Training Insti-
tute was ralsed to 50

The
different measures includin
creation of a welfare trust an

recruitment y of additional

teachers.

The statement sald all those
measures reflected the total
sympathy of the government
tered private pri-

towards re
school teachers,

i IE observed that if on the ba-
sis of only the demands or the
we?h%um' and without any
post, sands were glven a
pointments in government .32

competitive

examination, then the ap-

€ coun-

vice without an

in th

to en-

vernmen!t has 'taken

under digital
- phone network
Sunday

All analogue telephones of
Kluhoregnnjmldiatrlc? will be

onverted into digital tele-
;honea on Sunday with the in-
stallation of digital telephone

ﬂc’}lhe fzog-llne diéltal ex-

change goes into operation at
zero uu% Sunday, sald a press
release yesterday.

After the conversion, all
three-digit telephone numbers
of the district will be turned
into five-digit number by be-

| ginning with ‘55 before the old

mber. For example, the old
::mbu' ‘300 will IIO\":' be 55300',

BFUW general
meeting today

The general committee meet-
ing of Bangladesh Federation of
University Women (BFUW) will
be held at the Business and

Professional Women Club audi-
torium at New Bailey Rd at 3:30
pm today.

The date of the meeting was

inadverlcntl{ published as

Thursday in the yesterday's Is-

sue of the newspaper. The error
is regretted.

Agitating QU
students go on

hunger strike

By DU Correspondent

The agitating students of
Queens University (QU) started
a fast-unto-death programme
on the campus yesterday to
press for their 21-point demand

which including appointment
ol a vice-chancellor on Presi-

dent's recommendation.

The students under the ban-
ner of "Queens University
Chhatra Sangram Parishad”
have been agitating on the cam-
pus for the last few days 10
protest against “irregularities
and corruption” at QU.

The students vowed to con-
tinue their agitation until their
demands are met, said a press
release.

One crushed to
-~ death 1n

Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Jan 27: A fe-
male NGO worker was crushed
under the wheels of a truck at
Kakoshia in SadaBr thana here
today, reports UNB.
H)::spi?gl sources sald Rina
Dutta, 35, field worker of Coor-
dinated Family Development
Programme, was hit by a speed-
ing truck from behind while she
was crossing road at about 2:30
pm.
She was first taken to a local
hospital and succumbed to her
injuries on way (o Dhaka.

Kishoreganj comes |

_'-u .
L . s e

Model Watch presents a fashion show at Sonargaon Hotel

in the city. The event was held yesterday as part of Dhaka

International Leather Fair 2000.

—Star photo

SA lift plate
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ended in the 33rd over. leaving
Bangladesh at 113 for seven.

Mahfuz Kabir was the other
double-digit scorer with 14.

Although the batting never
came to ¢grips with the situation,
the bowling, spearheaded by
left-arm seamer Bikash Ranjan
Das. did a commendable job in
containing the South Africans to
a reasonable total after the
eventual champions won the
LOSS,

Bikash, who bowled well
throughout the tournament,
captured three wickets giving
away 43 runs in his 10 overs.
Leg-spinner Mosaddek Hossain,
who also had a happy hunting
in the competition, took two for
39:

South African opener Smith
laid the foundations of a fighting
total with a power-packed 51
off only 62 balls punctuated
with half a dozen lours. Trott
with patient 80-ball 41 was the
other notable run-getter.

With this win South Africa
emerged as unbeaten champi-
ons. For Bangladesh it was
their second defeat in the meet.
The lost to India in their opening
malch of the 16-team meet,
that eventually denied them a

place in the eight-team €up )

race.

Colombo blast
kills 10

COLOMBO, Jan 27: A power-
ful parcel bomb ripped through
a post office in northern Sri
Lanka today. killing 10 people
and wuundvln more than 70
others, inclu In§ several po-
licemen and soldiers, military
officials said, reports AFP.

The blast, triggered by a tim-
ing device, destroyed the post
office located opposite the po-
lice station In the town of
Vavuniya, 160 miles (260 kilo-
metres) north of Colombo, offi-
clals said.

They said three soldiers and
a constable were among those
killed while another 20 security
personnel among those who
were wounded in the bomb at-
tack during the morning rush
hour.

The securily personnel were
at the post office to send money
to their homes in the south ol
the country after having just re-
ceived their monthly pay pack-
ets, officials said.

The victims were rushed to
the main hospital in Vavuniya
and several were transferred to
a health facility at the town of
Anuradhapura, further south,
doctors said adding that 30.pea.
ple were critically wounded.

. orde
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ers [eel that law and order could
not be maintained without such
a law as the Opposition was try-
ing to creale anarchy in the
name ol agitation,

The BNP government en-
acted a similar law called Anti-
Terrorism Act for two years in
1993, But the public safety act,
which the AL is likely to pass
during the current session of
Parllament, has no such time
frame.

Besides Nasim, Law Minister
Abdul Matin Khasru placed an-
other important bill seekin
replacement of the Woman an
Child Repression (Prevention)
Act. 1995, which had long been
discussed.

Both- the bills were sent to
the parllamentary standing
commiitees on respective min-
istries for scrutiny. The com-
mittees have been asked to re-
port back to the House at the
carllestaimssib!e time, against
the usual two-week's time,

Introduction of the two bills
was not there on the Order of
the Day. Speaker Humayun
Rasheed Chowdhury granted
special permissions sought by
both the ministers.

Placing government bills on
the Private Members’ Day yes-
terday was also a departure
from the usual practice in the
House, as bills and resolutions
moved by non-minister MPs
are generally dealt with on that
day.

The bill provides for the set-
ting up of a one-member special
tribunal for trial of the accused.
Judicial department officials of
the rank of a district judge will
head such tribunals, each for
one or more districts.

According to the bill, trial
within a case should be com-
pleted within 90 days from the
date of preparation of a case. If
the trial is not completed

. within the stipulated time, the

trial period would be extended
by 30 days. But the judge should
record the reasons for such a de-

lay in the proceedings.

Hearing in a case will go on
non-stop, but it can be ad-
journed for a maximum period
of 15 days for the sake of jus-
tice.

All offences undeér the nro-
posed law are non-bailable. 3ut
the tribunal will frn{'oy the au-
thority to grant bail to an ac-
cused, provided the trial is not
completed within the stipulated
90 days.

In such a case, the tribunal
will suspend trial and send a
reference to the Appellate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court in
the next 15 days. citing reasons
for non-completion of the trial.
The Appellate Division will
then order resumption of trial,
which should be completed in
another 90 days.

Lawyer of a plaintiff will be
deemed as the public prosecutor.

Investigation into a case
should be completed in 30 days
from the day of gathering in-
formation about the crime or
fmm;;hf: day of the magistrate's

for-dinvéstigation. How-
ever.”the tribunal will have the

e

authority to grant a maximum
time of 15 days, provided the
investigating officer can con-
vince the court about the ci ase
of extension.

Unlike other courts, the tri-
bunal will accept audio and
video records and stll- pictures
as evidences In the process of
trial.

The convicts shall have the
right to move for ap in the
Appellate Division of the High
Court against the verdict or any
other order of the special tri-
bunal.

Piloting the bill, the home
minister sald that the existin
laws were not adequate to de
with certain serious crimes like
extortion, hijacking, bomb
hurling and snatching of tender
papers which have become a so-
cial menace.

Adequate legal provisions to
free the soclety from such
crimes had been a long-felt de-
mand of the peace-loving peo-
ple, he said, inviting the Oppo-
sition lawmakers, especially
those of BNP, to return to the
House and put forward their
valuable suggestions to such an
important bill.

Objective of the bill said that
the existing laws in the country
were not adequate to curb the
aforesaid crimes of serious na-
ture. Besides, It added, such
crimes were not clearly defined
in any of the existing laws,
which was creating various
complications In the legal pro-
cedures.

As a result, it said, criminals
arrested on charge of such
crimes used to get released
through the loopholes of the
existing laws. Moreover, the
existing judicial procedures
take a long time and involve
huge expenditure to dispose off
such cases, it added.

“It has become a need of the
hour to enact laws to ensure
quicker disposition of trials of
criminals, accused in such
crimes, disrupting peace in the
public life, and also for im-
provement of law and order In
the country.”

The proposed law will not be
applicable for any of the listed
crimes committed before it is
enacted. The law will come into
effect from the date the Emh
ernment decides through a
gazette notification.

Tangail comes
under digital
phone service

TANGAIL, Jan 27: A 3100-
line Auto-digital Telephone Ex-
change started its functioning
in Tangail today. reports BSS.

Of the lines, 3000 are for
Tangail town and the other 100
lines for local loop for mobile
telephones outside Tangail
town, official sources said.

With the onset of the new
digital telephone system, the
line will now be operated in [ive
digits by using '5' at the begin-
ning of previous four digit:
numbers.

CPD chairman Prof Rehman Sobhan speaking at & discussion on 'Lessons from the East
Timor' held at the Centre for Policy Dialogue yesterday. Ian Martin (left), Special
Representative of UN Secretary General in Eastr Timor, was the key speaker. —Star photo
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venor Sadek Hossain Khoka.

They asked the government
to withdraw the so-called Public
safety bill by Saturday and
warned that failing this and
making any attempt at passing
this bill in the house will be
fraught with dreadful conse-
quences.

Leaders sald that the gov-
ernment was fnrclngblhc oppo-
sition to call hartal by commit-
ting crimes, signing anti-state
agreements, introducing black
laws and the like.

They asked the party men to
be ready for carrying out
tougher action programmes and
hinted at ‘changing’ the already
announced programmes.

Prol Badrudozza Chowdhu
said that the AL had introduce
one-party BKSAL and the SPA
but falled to hold on to power
followin
and similarly the AL would not
feel secured through Introduc-
ing another black law.

the country are not slaves of AL
and warned that the people
would (oll the conspiracy to
pass the black law at any cost.
“We all are ready to resist the
new black law and, If necessary,
we will be ready for the supreme
sacrifllce, but would never allow
the introduction of the law.”
The deputy leader called
upon the people to bulld strong
up resistance against the gov-
ernment’'s conspiracy to intro-
duce new repressive laws. He
asked the policemen not to be-

l;tye as 'hoodlums of the ruling

épeaklng at the rally. the
BNP secretary general sald the
AL may be the {irst victim of the

| new “black law" as they had
Sr ;t : , :

f

people’s resistance,

He reminded that people of

fallen victim of the Special
Powers Act * 1974,

He said the AL was vocal
against the SPA while in oppo-
sition for long 21 years and
pledged to repeal it along with
separating the judiciary from
the executive I and when it
came to power.

But the Prime Minis‘er,
within six months of assumin
power had declined to abolis
the SPA, let alone doing any-
thing about the separation of
the judiciary. Instead, it Is now

oing to iIntroduce another

lack law to make their power
permanent through suppressing
the opposition.

He said Sheikh Mujib had
introduced the SPA and BKSAL
system, but could not stay in
power as the people rose against
it. Similarly, Pakistani Prime
Minister Newaz Sharif intro-
duced the antl-terrorism law,
but he has now become a victim
of the same law.

Bhuiyan sald it is quite pos-
sible to curb all sorts of terror-
iIsm, mugging, hijacking and
other criminal activities If the
existing laws are properly and
neutrally executed,

He observed that the deterlo-
rating law and order situation
can be reversed if the ruwin
party’'s terrorists are arreste
and if the police are allowed to
discharge their duties without
any interlerence.

“Who have let loose terror-
ism at Fenl, Laxmipur, Barisal
and Narayanganj ? Who are
snatching away tenders ? Who
are resorting to terrorism
within the Dhaka City Corpora-
tion? Who are involved in toll
extortion? Who are killing op-
position activists and the inno-
cent? Who raped girls at Ja-

BNP vows to block passage

hangirnagar University and
who assaulted the woman at
TSC. Bhuiyan questioned, and
blamed the activists of ruling
AL of being responsible for
those occurrences under police
protection.

The BNP secretary general
said that he did not see any jus-
tification for introducing the
new black law because the AL
had killed about 300 BNP ac-
tivists, arrested 10,000 leaders
and workers under the SPA and
filed false cases against some
70,000 others.

The meeting over, leaders
and activists brought out a big

rocession which ended in
ront of BNP central office at
Nayapaltan after parading dif-
ferent city streets.

Huge contingents of riot po-
lice were deployed in different
parts of the city and a large
number others followed pro-
cessions of BNP, JP, Jamaat
and 1OJ.

DUTA gen secy
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year-old daughter often tor-
tured Shelly, an assistant
commissioner of taxes, for
dowry since thcg got married in
1993, police said quoting FIR.
At about 8:10 pm on Wednes-
day. Pronomli. the five-year-old
daughter of the couple, and two
maids of the house started
shouting when Hossain started
beating Shelly. The neighbours
rushed there and Immediately
informed Khaleed, brother of
Shelly, about the half-an-hour
InnEancldtnl. police said.
ter Khaleed and the neigh-
bours rescued her from the
house, Hossaln was taken into
the Ramna thana custody.

T e
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‘UN helped tame

Timor trouble’

By Staff Correspondent

Participants at a discussion
yesterday observed that the
human rights violation by the
Indonesian army in East Timor
had declined due to speedy in-
tervention by the United Na-
tions.

They pointed out that inter-
nal as well as external factors
influenced the international
community to take immediate
steps for restoration of people's
rights in the former Dutch and
Portuguese colony.

Held at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), the discussion
on "Lessons from the East Tim-
or' was addressed by special
representative of the UN Secre-
tary General in East Timor and
[ormer secretary general of the
Amnesty International Ilan
Martin as the principal spea-
ker

Presided over by CPD
chairman Professor Rehman
Sobhan, the discussion was

articipated, among others, by
ormer ambassador Moham-
mad Mohsin, Waliur Rahman,
Farooq Sobhan, Canadian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh
Devis Priston. former UNHCR
Director Shamsul Bari, Zeaul
Haque, Kamal Uddin and Khusi
Kabir,

Giving an account of the de-
velopments in East Timor,
Martin said that the annexa-
tion of East Timor by the In-
donesian rulers in 1975 did not
get international rccugnluon.

He said new possibility be-
gan after the fall of Suharto
when President Habibie made
an announcement of two op-
tions — independence or auton-
omy — for the East Timorese.

About the future of East
Timor, the special UN represen-
tative sald he was nol pes-

Khaleda

From page 1
try” in the name of Chittagong
Hill Tracts Peace Agreement.

Referring to the rampant
“rape. killing and terrorism,
the BNP chairperson said the
law and order has deteriorated.
She sald the Awami League has
not fulfilled its pre-election
pledges.

Justifying abstention from
parliament she sald the ruling
party is not allowing the oppo-
sition tq talk in the parliament.

She said the proposed public
safety act was aimed at harass-
ing the opposition leaders and
workers.

Presided over by Mozibur
Rahman, the meeting was ad-
dressed by central BNP leaders
Tariqul Islam, Dr Moyeen Khan
MP, Moshiur Rahman MP,
Goeshwar Chandra Ray, Aman-
ullah Aman MP, Khaledur
Rahman Tito, Syed Mehdl
Ahmed MP, Abdul Khaleq
Chontu MP, Prof. Shahidul Is-
lam MP and Salina Shahid.

simistic about the relationship
with Indonesia.

‘It is a gradual process... it
will depend on the ongoing
transitional period’, he added.

Replying to a question of
other discussants. he said, the
militiamen had no potential
for further destablisation of the
situation in East Timor.

Referring to recent past his-
tory briefly., Ambassador
Mohsin said Indonesia did not
annex East Timor. Rather, it
was the colonial Portuguese
who left East Timor.

Indonesia took over East
Timor as and when the Por
tuguese left it. Indonesia made
some development activities
there too, he added.

Ambassador Waliur Rahman
said although Indonesia pat-
ronised violence in East Timor,
Habibie should be credited for
his bold step.

ShamsurBari observed that
East Timor got more attention
of the international commu-
nity as the cold-war was over
and there was no more martial
law in Indonesia.

Book Fair
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tionists and Literatteurs of the
couniry will also be present.
Bangladesh Television will
telecast the inaugural function
live from the venue.

The Ekushey Book Fair
which became a national event
was first organised in 1972 as
an expression of cultural re-
nalssance. But it is only in 1978
that the fair got offici atron-
isation. Since then the Bangla
Academy has been organising
the book fair on the premises
every year.

Bangla Acadgmy authorities
have taken up special measures
this year to maintain discipline
and keep the falr free from
noise. “No stalls of food or cas-
sette will be allowed inside the
fair as they create an unbear-
able chaos with loud speakers
to woo customers,” an oflicial
of the Academy said.

“Noise pollution Inside the
fair will also be dealt with very
strictly.” he said adding action
will be taken if any stall is
found creating noise,

Mobile [ood shops however
will be allowed beside the
Suhrawardy Park opposite the
Bangla Academy.

"Arrangements will be made
to keep the road in front of the
Academy [ree of congestion. No
stalls will be allowed there,” he
added.

A web site will be launched
for the first time this year,
putting information and detalls
of the falr on the Internet, A
huge digital screen will be set up
in front of the Information
Centre to keep visitors abreast

with the events, the sour::=s
sald.
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lengthy process of judicial de-

liverg. ,
She hoped the new law, if

enacted, would protect human
rights and ensure public secu-

rity. a commitment of her gov-
ernment.

Finance Minister Shah AMS

fall Ahmed and Commerce
Minister Abdul Jalil also spoke
on the occasion.

Some 85 companlies, 25 from
abroad, are partici in the
fair. Last year, only 13 !
companles took part in the fair.

Bangladesh Finished Lea-
ther. Leathergoods and Foot-
wear Exporters’ Assoclation
(BFLLFEA) and Export Pro-
motion Bureau (EPB) have
jointly organised the fair.

Tannery sector fetched 165
milllon US dollars in 1998-99
fiscal year and Is expected to
earn 200 million this fiscal.

The Prime Minister recalled
the state of economy she inher-
ited three and a half years ago
and mentioned her government
efforts to set order and put Im-
petus In all areas of the econ-
omy, which she said is now on a
steady growth track.

She sald her government
recognised the private sector as
the main engine of and
gffered very attractive incen-
tives for promotion of invest-
ment and export in private sec-

lor.
She mentioned the steps al-
overnment

ready taken by her
to modernise the infrastructure

of tannery industry. She cited
Tk 33 crore project for renova-
tion of Leather Technology
College and Tk 8 crore project
for Tannery Research Institute.
The Prime Minister called
upon the tanners and exporters,
especially footwear exporters,
to be very careful about qualit
of products to compete wit
other exporting countries and
uphold country's image abroad.
She assured the tanners of
giving due consideration to the

' recommendations put forward
| by a commitiee to the govern-

ment recently for improvement
of the sector.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria sald the government
would consider implementa-
tion ol eight-point recommen-

! dations senl to his ministry by

a commiltlee headed by a deputy
governor of the central bank.
He said step would also bet <«n

. to implement the budge.ary

e ———————— e ————— i

pledge for 10 per cent export in-
centives for tannery industry.

Power policy

From page |

on the ground that the govern-
ment would chalk out every
vear a power sector policy
statement which would clearly
show the government's direc-
tion in the future.

The policy statement 1S NOW
coming up as a result of the
donors’ pressure. one source
pointed oul

Raw deal

From page 1
pany Roche marketing anti-
cancer drugs in the country
faces similar problem.

The company’s Product Ofhi-
cer Md Rahatuzzaman salid,
"We are the sole distributor of
Roseron-A, a pre-filled liquid in
syringe used in trealing chronic
bloocd cancer. The drug is very
sensitive to temperature varia-
tion.

Recently, we found that the
demand for our product was
falling drastically and that a
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look alike smuggled version of 8
Roseron-A was available at |
cheaper rates. Due to this Y&
probﬁm. we decided to sto 58
promoting Rocaltrol, our prod- &
uct for treating bone cancer.”
Glaxcowell's Product Man- *
ager Md Ismat made similar T®
egations. =3
The pharmaceutical compa-
nies made written complaints to &l
| the Drug Administration ¥
| (DA).sources concerned said .
"We made several complaints nj
| to DA. but no action has been 'k
taken as yet in this regard,” wil
said a senior official of Roche. te
When contacted, Director- It
in-charge of the DA Dr M A L
Malek denied getting any written o}

allegations and said, “We take
action whenever we get specific
allegations.”

He, however, spoke of DA’'s
limitation in raiding drug stores.
“QOur drug supervisors face a lot
of risk, so It is not possible to
raid the stores all the time.”

He further said, "I have writ-
ten to the Inspector General of
police proposing joint raids, but
| am yet to get any response.”

About allegations of bribe
taken by drug supervisors, he
said. I have not come across
any such allegations.”

APAC city unit
From page 12

ing sources said.
ng_rhe list with more members

than suggested in the guidelines 3

has been prepared (o

‘accommodate all opposition = °
parties agitating against the
government and to have a

stronger committee,” one source
a

151-member body is: A con-
venor from BNP and three joint

convenors from JP, Jamaat
18 from

and IOA;Iq .PSezv;I:ly;nﬁ;
from BNF, ro ‘ 3
Jamaat, 15 from 10J, 10 from

some smaller parties and eight
MPs.

Cn}npositiun of the proposed

The list would now be placed
before BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia for her approval. g

Open University §

From page 12 3
should also get their higher =d-
ucation there, since the tradi=
tional system still can’t accept
students from mnon-conven-
tional educational institutions.

d |
he 840 ficial with the MR

istry of Education said a com-
mittee 13 examining the stan-
d Open SCs

d HS‘:’- Hﬂwuuuy m =IUSCU I'
to say when the committee |
| would submit its report.
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