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= i s L S | tubewells contain

arsenic

By Staff Correspondent

Twenty six per cent of the
tubewells tested so far across
the country contains arsenic
contaminated water, local gov-
ernment minister Zillur h-
man revealed in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

e government has de-
clared water of those tubewells
unsafe for human consump-
tlon, he saild in response to a
written gquestion tabled in the
House,

Arsenic has been detected In
3367 of the 33,674 tubewells so

JURACHHARI (Rangamati),
Jan 26: Grassrools people at a
workshop emphasised yester-
day the need for rapid imple-
mentation of the pro-people en-
vironment management action
plan to check environmental
degradation in the Chittagong

Workshop on environment | .
CHT people for rapid ||

implementation
of action plan

(SEMP). These were being im-
plemented by 28 different min-
istries, divislons, agencies, pro-
fessional bodies and NGOs.

Bikash Chakma called upon
the local people to Identify tﬂgir
environmental problems with
probable solutions,
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tricts, he to e rlouse. lhere Environment Ministry, Chit- sues of concern, out of which

has been no tests in the three
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Opposition MPs urged to
return to Parliament

Lawmakers participating in
the debate on presidential ad-
dress yesterday urged the oppo-
sition MPs to return to the
House to strengthen the demo-
cratic process, reports UNB

They. however, criticised the
attitude of the Leader of the Op-
position to resolve the political
impasse through dialogue.

The Leader of the Opposition
recently at the businessmen
conference said that the time to
sit-in a dialogue is over and any

the government's repeated suc-
cess in different fields.

1 successes like Ganges Wa-
ter Treaty. CHT agreement,
managing worst ever flood are
failures in the eyes of the oppo-
sition then 1 don't have any-
thing to say,” said the Chief
Whip.

"What do they want? Do they
want that we stop the allowance
for poor elderly people or pro-
viding food assistance to the

project is being financed by the
government.

Yet another pr%]e:cl called
Action Research Programme
was on progress to preserve rain
water as an alternative source
of drinking water, he said.

2-day programmes
on birth anniversary
of Vivekananda

In observance of the 138th
birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda. Ramkrishna
Math & Mission has taken up
two-day programmes beginning
today, says a press release.

The programmes included

fessional groups, including gov-
ernment officials, teachers,
farmers, people's representa-
tives, soclal workers and
women.

This workshop was the last
in a series of six grassroots
workshops in Rangamati dis-
trict.

Quamrul sald Bangladesh
had prepared the National En-

Plan (NEMAP) earlier in con-
sultation with people undér the
auspices of the Ministry of En-
vironment and Forest and sup-
ported by UNDP and its follow-
up Sustainable Environment
Management Programme

vironment Management Action °

obstacles to the i{m-
plementation of development
proﬂ::‘(:l&.

eadmen and traders pi _ed
law and order situation as
number one issue. The teachers
raised issues like flash floods.
drought and difficulties in
plu’li'l'lg ing hillocks.

1e soclal workers suggested
that mother tongue of each tribe
be made compulsory from grade
three. They also suggested that
local tribal teachers by re-
cruited for primary school.

Panel discussion
on gender 1ssues
at British Council

26: Education Minister ASHK
Sadique has sald that the gov-
ernment is determined to pre-
serve the memories of great poet
Michael Madhusudan Dutta,
reports BSS.

“The process of implementa-
tion of 'Madhu Palli' here for
preserving the memories of the
great poet is underway,” he said
while Inaugurating the Na-
tional Madhu Mela yesterday.

Presided over by Secretary
in charge of the Cultural Min-
istry Syed Abdur Rab. the func-
tion was addrcssed, among oth-
ers, by Shah Hadiuzzaman, MP,
Khan Tipu Sultan, MP and Di-
rector General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy Azad

tary standing commitiee on
Public Accounts was held at the
Sangsad Bhaban yesterday with
committee chairman SM
Akram in the chair, reports
BSS.

The meeting discussed the
report on audit objections and
inancial irregularities in the
Wage Earners Welfare Fund
ralsed by the Auditor and
Comptroller General, The ir-
rcgu arities involving over Tk
7.96 crore took place the
period from 1990 to 1997, said
an official handout.

According to the audit re-
ort, in most of the cases the
und was utilised for other ex-

penses of the concerned mis-
sions In contrary to the objec-

City BNP distributed foods
yesterday among the non-gov-
ernment primary schoolteach-
ers who have been staging sit-in
at Osmani Udyan in the city
since Sunday to press their de-
mand for nationalisation of the
schools.

A dele%atiun led by Deputy
Leader ol the Oppositien in
Parliament Prof AQM Badru-
dozza Chowdhury visited the
teachers and distributed 23
maunds of chira and 3 and a
half maunds of gur (molasses).

Expressing solidarity with
the demand of the agitating
teachers, Prof Chowdhury said
the government that cannot re-
alise the importance of the
teachers’ role has no right to

discussion will only be held un-  poor people during Eid festi- | special puja, reading from the . SRhinan. tives of formation of the wel- o~ . = =

der the caretaker government. vals,’ ‘lt‘ asked. scriptures. devotional songs R()tary NEWS tOda fare fund. {istiﬁo various measures of
Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab- State Minister for Civil | and discussion. : y The Cultural Ministry has The committee took some past BNP government for bet-

dullah regretted that it might be  Aviation and Tourism Ashraful The discussion on "Swami The British Council and Ain decisions for administering the

his personal failure that he

Islam said that the next elec-

Vivekananda and Universal

o Shalish Kendra jointly organ-

organised the wc:klon% fair
7

(mela) in observance of 176th

fund on the basis of sound poli-

terment of the teacher commu-

1 nity, he said if v
could not keep them tion would be the most {mmpor- Friendship" will be held today WGEkly meetmg " ises a show of a Teleplay "Lon- birth anniversary of poet cies, lheyBNPsiiH rrrle:ttﬁe[?u%?‘éi
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House. cause it would be a fight between | in the chair. Mofazzal Hussain of Rotary Club of Dhanmondi  London) today at 5:30 pm at the Paying rich tributes to the Md Ali Ashraf, MK Anwar,
He felt that the opposition s the concept of creating | Chowdhury Maya, State Minls- | will be held today at 5.30 pm at  British Council auditorfum, | poet. the Education Minister | Whip Md Abdus Shahid, Abul City BNP convenor Sadek

boycott was mainly due to the
fact that they could not tolerate

Bangladesh and the concept of
creating Pakistan.

_—

ter for Shipping, will be present
as chief guest while Prof Hi-

Dhaka Club Upstairs Famj{i/
Lounge, says a press release All

Says a press release.
The Tele-play show will be

said tough born in a remote
area of the country he (the Eact}
im-

Kalam Azad., Nurul Islam Nahid
and Abdul Mannan attended

Hossain Khoka said this anti-
people government has forced
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