L . ™ i T gl

'No question

of granting
autonomy to
Jammu, Kashmir'

yuteédayn{md tlihere was no
question of gran autonomy
to Jammu and Kashmir main-
that the slates was part
of the Indian Union. re?orta
PT1 -

Referring to the remarks
Jammu and Kashmir Chi
Minister Farooq Abdullah that
talks would be held between the
centre and his government on
the issue of autonomy for the
state, BJP Vice President JP
Mathur said we are not even in
favour of granting Quasi-au-
tonomy status to Jammu and
Kashmir and to even raise the

mn et | 9 rebels dead, hostages safe

issue is unhealthy.

He said the had alwa
stood for complete merger of the
state with the Indian Union.

Mesic, Budisa
reach final round
of Croatian

presidential vote

ZAGREB, Jan 25 : Stipe Mesic
and Drazen Budisa, from Croat-
ia's new centre-left parliamen-
tary majority, will contest a
run-off for the presidency, ac-
cording to almost complete re-
sults from Monday's first-
round election, reports AFP.

With results in from 96.69

t of polling stations, Cen-
trist Mesic, 65, representing a
four- y coalition. had come
top with 41.64 percent of the
votes, Marijan Ramuscak, head
of the electoral commission,
announced early today.

Budisa, 51, of the powerful
Croatian Social Liberal Party
(HSLS) and Social Democratic
Party (SDP), won 28 per cent of
the votes.

No democratic
crisis in Germany:
Schroeder

FRANKFURT, Jan 25 : The
finance scandal which has hit
Germany's opposition Ckris-
tian Democratic party (CNDU)
does not constitute a demo-
cratic crisis in the country,
German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder said late Monday.
reports AFP.

Schroeder. eager that the
grawin% scandal centring
around his predecessor Helmut
Kohl should not tarnish Ger-
many's i e abroad, said the
current problems were merely
“the crisis of a single party”.

The democratic institutions,
including the justice system,

liament and the Bundesrat
the upper chamber of parlia-
ment) are all functioning nor-
mally and 50 years of democ-
racy should not be put in doubt,
Schroeder said at a traditional
new year reception by the soci-
ety of German bourses,
Deutsche Boerse AG.

Lawmakers push
US citizenship
for Cuban boy

WASHINGTON, Jan 25 : US
lawmakers threw their weight
Monday behind legislation to
make shipwreck survivor Elian
Gonzalez a US citizen, hoping to
block efforts to reunite the
molherless six-year-old with
his father in Cuba, reports AFP.

Republican Senator Connie
Mack of Florida introduced a
citizenship bill he said would
strip the dispute from the US
Immigration and Naturalisa-
Ut¥1 rvice (INS), which has
ruled that Elian should be sent
back to his surviving parent's
custody.

Instead. he said the matter
should be decided by a state
court that Elian's Miami rela-
tives -- who have also sought to
block the INS decision with a
federal lawsuit -- have asked for
cust rights, and made clear
he thought the court should rule
in their favour.

Huge waves sweep

away 500 houses
-1n S Philippines

MANILA, Jan 25 : H waves
sfawnad by freak weather de-
stroyed 500 houses in the
southern Philippines over the
weekend, leaving more than
3,500 people homeless, officials
sald today. reports AFP.

Police said large waves swept
away 300 houses built on stilts
Saturday in the province of
Tawi-Tawi, on the Philippines’
southernmost ug.oo

"More than 3, people were
left homeless and most of them
are now temporarily staying in

overnment buildings and
ealth centers,” sald the re-
on’'s police commander Senior

uperintendent Damming
Unga. who also appealed lor re-
lief aid.

‘Moscow still runs

pervasive spy

network in US’

LOS ANGELES, Jan 25 : Rus-
sla sull runs "a pervasive Intel-
ligence community” in the
United States, a former Soviet
spy told a congressional hear-
Ing here Monday, reports AFP.

“While working as an opera-

tive. one of my main directives

was to find drop sites for mass
destruction weapons,”
Stanislav Lunev told the House
Committee on Government Re-
form, meeting here in down-
town Los Angeles.

“These drop sites were in or
near the most densely popu-
lated areas, so that they could

retrieved or detonated at any

g
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RATCHABURI, Thailand,
Jan 25 : Thal commandos
launched a daring pre-dawn
raid today to end a 24-} hur
hospital siege, killing r'ne
Myanmar rebels and m
their 500 hostages unh :
officials sald, reports AFP.

“We were able to save all the
hostages, we had to save them
because they were patients,” the
commander of the rald, Lieu-
tenant General Thaveep
Suwanna told reporters.

“Nine of the rebels were shot
to death in gunfights with Thai
security forces,” he sald at the
hospital in Ratchaburi, 120 km
west of Bangkok, which was
seized by the gunmen early
Monday.

Security forces launched
their assault before dawn Tues-
day after a t of intense ne-

otiations with rebels from

od's Army, an ethnic Karen

oup led by 12-year-old twins,

itter enemies of Myanmar's
military rulers,

Government spokesman
Akapol Sorasuchart who Ini-
tially said there were 16 gun-
men and five had escaped, later

retracted the statement.

“Nine were killed and one
ran away, we are looking for
him and will bring him to the
courts for violating Thal law,"
he sald.

"If we had the situ-
ation it would have got worse
for the patients," Akapol said,
declaring the operation a suc-
cess.

Ambulances and police vans
were seen by an reporter
bringing out hos , many of
whom appeared badly shaken.

Thirty commandos involved
in the assault marched out of
the hospital in formation, to
applause {rom nurses and on-
lookers.

Before the dawn raid, the
gunnl'icn rtlelcdascd armgn:d 100
people, Including an eight-year-
old ﬁoy who had just undergone
brain surgery.

. The commando raid, which
started almost 24 hours after
the siege began, was heralded by
a string of explosions and con-
centrated automatic gunfire. A
helicopter hovered overhead
shining a spotlight on the
sprawling complex as Thai po-

Bangladeshi-American
ambassador in

1

By Staff Corespondent

Osman Siddique is the new
US ambassador to Fiji. He hap-
pens to be a Bangladeshi-
American,

Siddique addressed his [irst
press conlference in that coun-
try recently.

The Fiji Times, the leading
newspaper of Fiji printed a de-
talled story along with a two
column picture showing Osman
Siddique addressing the mem-
bers of the press corps In Fiji.

Siddique revealed at the

ress conference that the

nited States had approved an
annual budget of $500,000 for
the Fiji Military Forces' educa-
tional programme.

The programme was earlier
suspended in 1987 after two
military coups.

Siddique said Fiji was a
great partner in the interna-
tional community's peacekeep-
iNng programme.

Fiji Is the only country in
East Asia to have the US peace-
keeping programme, the Fiji
Times reported.

While writjng_ about Osman
Siddique, the Fiji times also
mentioned that Osman Sid-

served on several presidential
delegations, including the
White House Conference on
Travel and Tourism. He re-
ceived his MBA from Indiana
University in 1974 and s mar-
ried with four children.

The Bangladesh born Sid-
dique arrived in the US in the
earlK 70s with no money and
worked his way through Indi-
ana University. doing odd jobs
lo finally become a travel agent
and then open his own travel
agency which is one of the lead-
ers of the travel business on the
Internet.

Osman Siddique is the first
South Asian expatriate and the
first Muslim to be appointed
ambassador by the United
States. His appointment by the
US president was ratified by the
Senate.

The Bangladeshi-American
took his oath in August, 1999 in
Washington, DC on both the
Quran and the Bible, with the
holy Quran placed on the top.

Osman Siddique, son of late
Dr M O Ghani a leading scientist
and former Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University, served on
several US presidential delega-
tions.

International

Thai police storm hospital, F =

lice and army vehicles sped Into
the compound.

Police sald earller that the
ﬂghtem, aged between 14 and
30, had'rigged up a bomb at the
entrance to the hospital and
threatened to detonate it if Thal
forces tried to oust them.

They were also sald to have
set up bombs throughout the
hospital. ‘

Local teleyision reports saild
some Thal troops might have
infiltrated the hospital before
the raid disguised as patients.

Hours before the assault,
Prime Minister Chuan Leek{)al
drove to Ratchaburi, near the
Myanmar border, for a briefing
with military chiefs,

His Interior Minister Sanan
Kachornprasart had appealed
to the rebels to surrender, say-
ing they could be sure of a fair
trial In Thailand.

But he flatly denied their
demand for two helicopters to
help them flee to the border
with 10 medical staff. The guer-
rillas had proposed leaving one
of their number behinds In re-
tum.

Hours before the raid he had
also told reporters the use of
force to end the siege was “out of
the question.”

n a list of demands, the
unmen had requested Thai-
and send medics to treat ethnic
Karen fighters wounded In
clashes with the Myanmar mil-
ftary. They also asked Thailand
to convince Myanmar to end an
offensive against the 200 strong
God's Army and wanted the

frontier open to all Karen
refugees.
Thal army commander

Surayudh Chulanont offered to
open the border to. Karen civil-
jans who need medical treat-
ment If the hostages were re-
leased unharmed.

Thai officlals also agreed to
requests for the Thal military
to stop firing mortars at God's
Army positions on the border,
and for its forces to keep away
from the hospital.

God's Army followers, who
have pledged to fight to the
death to Install democracy In
Myanmar, believe their young
leaders possess mystical pow-
ers.
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A young Thui baby is evacuated from Ratchaburi hospital yesterday moments before Thai

LLE

special police forces storm the place in this town some 120 km wast of Bangkok. Nine
Myanmar rebels were killed but all their hostages are safe after police stormed a hospital
where 500 people had been held captive for 24 hours, a senior Thai army officer said. The
group of 10 heavily armed ethnic Karen dissidents belonging to God's Army militia, is allied
to a sumilar group who seized the Myanmar embassy in Bangkok in October, 1999.

— AFP photo

Bush, Gore win first
battle of 2000 race

DES MOINES, lowa, Jan 25 :
Vice President Al Gore crushed
his sole Democratic rival wh'le
Texas Governor George Bush led
the Republican field late Mon-
day, according to television
projections of lowa caucus re-
sults, reports AFP,.

With 19 per cent of precincts
repurﬂn% Gore was beating ex-
senator Bill Bradley 63 per cent
to 35 per cent. -

With 89 per cent of precinc s
reporting in the Republicin
contest, Bush led millionaire
publisher Steve Forbes by 41
per cent to 30 per cent with con-
servative firebrand Alan Keyes
third with 14 per cent, accord-
ing to CNN television.

Bush, speaking to CNN's
Larry King, sal he was
"thrilled with this record-shat-
tering victory,”

"This is a victory of messaye
and organisation. This was a
crowded field. My message of
compassionate conservatism
resonated loud. "

Asked about his surprisingly
good finish, outsider Keyes told
CNN he had placed his empha-
sis on the need for a returmn to
strong moral values, saying "I
believe we're offering the right
alternative.”

Gary Bauer, a former advisor
to ex-president Ronald Reagan,
and Arizona Senator John Mc-
Cain came in at nine and five
percent respectively in the Re-
publican vote as results from
the first contest of the 2000
presidential race came in, CNN
said.

Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah
was lasl, with one per cent,

Pakistan urges UN to send envoy
to region over Kashmir tensions

ISLAMABAD, Jan 25: Pak-
istan has urged Unlited Nations
secretary general Kofi Annan to
send a envoy o the region be-
cause of the heightened tension
with India in disputed Kashmir,
officials sald today, reports
AFP.

The call was made In a letter
to the UN chief from Pakistani
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar,

The secretary general should
consider sending a personal en-
voy to “urge India to desist from

rovocative acts which could
ead to further escalation and
serious consequences,” Sattar
said.

The rival armies clashed
Saturday in Chamb sector
along the Line of Control (LoC)
that divides Kashmir between
Pakistan and India,

Pakistan said it lost two sol-
diers and another five were

missing aller the clash, the
worst since last year's [lerce
battles between the two sides
around the Kargil area In
Kashmir.

Each side blamed the other
for starting the Chamb fighting.
India said 17 Pakistani soldiers
and two of its own soldiers were
killed in the clash.

Islamabad has lodged a
protest with New Delh! through
the Indian mission here, offi
cials said.

A meeting Monday of Pak-
Istani corps commanders
chaired by Military ruler Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf de-
scribed "blatant violations” by
India as "intolerable.,” an offi-
cial statement said.

The meeting warned Pak-
Istan reserved the right to “re-
spond appropriately,” it added.

The statement said the "act

of cross-border lerrorism”™ In
Chamb refllected India’s “"grow-
ing Irustration™ due o its "In-
ability to suppress the (ndige-
nous struggle of the Kashmiri
people.”

A more than decade old
Muslim separatist drive has
claimed 25,000 lives in Indian
Kashmir. India holds the
southern two-thirds of Kashmir
and Pakistan the northern
third

Another AFP report from
Srinagar. says Muslim mili-
lants allacked an Indian army
camp in the Kashmiri capital
Srinagar, leaving two soldiers
and two guerrillas dead, with
six more soldiers injured, offi-
cials said today

The attack began late Mon-
day as the militants fired four
grenades al the Batmaloo camp
in Srinagar

dique. of McLean Virginia. has
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The first Bangladesh born US ambassador Osman Siddique

seen addressing a press conference in Fiji.

— Courtesy Fiji Times

President, rival reach accord

New govt named in Sudan

KHARTOUM, Jan 25: Su-
danese President Omar al-
‘Beshir agdpointcd a new gov-
ernment Monday, shortly after
reaching agreement with his ri-
val. Islamist Hassan al-Turabid,
on proposals to end thelr six-
week power slruggle, reports
AFP. . &g P

In the reshuflle, the four key
ministers kept their posts. Ab-
del Rahman Sir al-Khetim re-
mained in defence, while For-

. .

4 die in aPlane

small plane cra

about 15 minutes after takl

Istanbul, killing all four

reported on Monday, AFP re
The aircraft, a

elgn Minister Mustafa Osman
Ismalil, Interior Minister Abdel
Rahim Mohammed Hussin, and
Information Minister Ghazi
Saleheddin Atabani also kept
their jobs.
The number of government
osls was cul from 27 to 25.
elve ministers were dropped,
and replaced by 10 new ones,
while five changed jobs, and the

remaining 10 remained in
place.

CRIEFLY

crash in

ed In flames near the Turkish town of Gadul,
ng off from Ankara on a flf
people aboard, the Anatolia agency
nﬁom from Ankara.

echcralt-9 belonging to the private com-

s A
ght to

Top-Alr, disappeared f) -
mﬁ_ SBITI ! ppe rom radar screens around 5:45 pm

"‘Civil war 1n Ecuador 1f
poor remained ignored’

QUITO, Jan 25 : Leaders of
the vast Quechua Indian move-
ment that toppled the govern-
ment of President Jamil
Mahuad last weekend, warned
Monday that there could be a
civil war in Ecuador if the needs
of the nation's poorest residents
were not met, reports AFP.

Some 10,000 Indians from

| around Ecuador peacefully oc-

cupied Congress, the Supreme
Court, and the presidential
palace Friday in an effort to
oust Mahuad and change the
president's economic policies.
"The indigenous uprisin
continues, but it is temporarily
suspended,” said Antonio Var-
ﬁas. head of the powerful Con-
ederation of Indigenous Na-
tionalities of Ecuador
(CONAIE).
_ Vargas formed a three-man
government of national salva-

tion" Friday along with Army
Colonel Lucio Gutlerrez and
former Supreme Court judge
Carlos Solorzano.

The junta ousted Mahuad,
but was co-opted by the head of
the armed forces, General Car-
los Mendoza, who handed
power to Mahuad's vice-presi-
dent, Gustavo Noboa, early Sat-
urday.

Vargas withdrew the CONAIE
Indians who had occupied Quito
for several days early Saturday
in order to avoid bloodshed and
to thwart a military dictator-
ship, he said.

Attorney General Mariana
Yepez asked Congress on Mon-
day to press conspiracy charges
against of those who partici-
pated in the government coup,

Including Vargas, Solorzano
and Gutlerrez.

Rebels see fall of Grozny,

GROZNY. Russia, Jan 25
Chechen lighters entrenched in
Grozny conceded Monday that
the rebel capital would eventu-
ally fall to advancing Russian
soldiers but vowed that the war
would not end there, reports
AFP.

Meanwhile, the European
Union ordered punitive trade
and aid measures against Rus-
sia, reiterating condemnation
of Moscow's military offensive
in its breakaway southern re-

public,
In Grozny, Russian artillery
and rocket fired smashed intlo

ruined buildings, sparking fires
and raisi 2 plumes of smoke, as
one rebel lighter cowering in a
Grozny basement told AFP he
was not afraid of death

"l will defend my portion of
the city block even if | get orders

vow to fight on

to retreat.,” said Khavazh. 35

But it seems that eventually we

will have to give up Grozny. Of
course, this does not mean that
the war will end

The Russians have labori
ously approached the center of
Grozny Ifrom all directions as
interior ministry ground troops
push into the well-fortified city
with the support of heavy gun-
ners stationed outside

A Russian officer named
Konstantin, 27, noted that Rus-
sian generals were giving con-
{licting orders to advance cau-
tiously but quick'y.

"On the one hand they are
telling us to move forward, on
the other hand to save soldiers
lives. It cannot work both ways
If I was them. | would tell us to
pull out,” Konstantin said.

Ollicials in Moscow are also

nervous about repeated

Chechen threats to continue a
partisan war through stealth
strikes against federal soldiers
now spread across most parts of
the war-torn repubili

Such attacks could outweigh
many of the political benefits
that the capture of Grozny
would bring to acting Russian

President Viadimir Putin., whe

is running in March

tional presidential elections
"The Chechens have declared

&
X 1“3 -
&9 IAa

a full-scale partisan war, hav-
ing carried out what largely has
been a positional battle, which
means they will now come in
irom many diflerent directions
and give up territory in [avour

of being able to attack the en-
emy when they want.” one West-
ern defense expert based in
Moscow observed.

Double legal challenge
delays Pinochet ruling

LONDON, Jan 25 : Human
rights group and authorities in
Belgium were preparing legal
challenges today to thwart
moves to release former
Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet, reports AFP.

Six human rights groups, in-
cluding Amnesty International,
were to lodge papers with the
High Court seeking leave for a
udicial review after British

ome Secretary Jack Strdw
sald he was "minded” to halt
Brnceedlngs to extradite

inochet to Spain to face prose-
cution.

"Last-minute glitches" scup-
pered plans to submit the pa-
pers Monday before the court
closed for the day.

The 84-year-old general is
wanted by a Spanish judge to

answer charges of human rights |

abuses during his 1973-1990
dictatoyship, when more than
3.000 were killed or disap-
pearec|,

Meanwhile Belgium will also
be going to the High Court to
seek. new medical tesls on
Pinachet, Belgian foreign min-
istry spokesman Olivier Al-
steens said.

A spokesman lor Belgian
Foreign Minister Louis Michel
also said Brussels had in-
siructed a team of British
lawyers to prepare a possible
application at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in The
Hague.

Straw said on Monday that
he would await the results of
any judiclal review before an-
nouncing his final decision.

Church burning spreads
to Sumbawa island

JAKARTA. Jan 25 : Church
burning, which last. week
spread [rom the riol-hit In-
doneslan province of Maluku to
Lombok island, has now spread
to Sumbawa, an island east of
Lombok where two churches
were set on fire, res‘dents sald
today.

"One church in Sango village
was burned down al. around a:go

| am on Sunday,” a church source

in Bima. told AFP.

But the source said the build-
ing was the old Kemah Injil
church which had been con-
veried into the home of the lo-
cal priest.

"The priest had been warned
and had evacuated to the home
of his family, so when his
house, the old church, was
burned, it was already empty.”
the church source said. :
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