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Leaded fuel disappearing s
from marketplace

Old stock almost exhausted
aslna urged the ﬂmple to

boldly resist such shutdowns By Sharier Khan

Shop owners
protest
extortion,

terrorism
By Staff Correspondent

Electrical shop owners in
the city’'s Nawabpur area k

Resist hartal,
PM urges
people

In a sharp reaction to the
position's nonstop hartal
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for uninterrupted development,
UNB

“If the people come forward
to resisting hartal, then it will
totally lose its cificacy.” she
said, addressing the National
Export Trophy distributin
function at Osmani Memoria
Hall ycstcrduy alternoon.

Referring to Leader of the

ition Khaleda Zia's defi-
ant announcement on Monday
at the Busincssmcns Confer-
ence that the o sition will
continue calling artals one
after another, the Prime Minis-
ter asked the business commu-
nity to decide whom to support.

Seeking help and coopera-
tlon from the businesspeople,
she said: "II we get assistance
from you, we'll be able to over-
come all odds.”

She made it clear that with-
out democracy, economic de-
velopment Is not possible. And
consolidating the democratic

Leaded fuel is disappearing

from the ketplace as stock-
piles of eurn products con-
taining the toxic additiw: are
exhausted, says an energy min-
istry official.

Howtvcr the official refused
to take the next step and declare
Bangladesh a lead-free fuel
country.

“There could be some old
stocks in the private seclor
which haven’t been exhausted
vet,” said the official, “Before
we officially announce the
country's fuel is lead free, we
must conduct some tests on the

etrol and octane samplcs col-
|J ted from the market.”

Early last year, environmen-
talists and doctors raised the
issue of air pollution and the
consequences of lead poisoning.
The government decided to
phase out leaded fuel and stop

gines, which pollute more than
other Lypes.

However, Bangladesh im-
ports petroleum products
roughly every six months,
which means leaded fuel was
used across the country until
the stocks were exhausted.

Eastern Refinery renovated
its processing plant alter the
government’'s decision. Its

roducts no longer contain
ead.

“We have tested the petrol
and octane reserves at Padma-
Meghna-Jamuna (the distribu-
tors) and found no lead.” said a
source with Eastern Refinery.
“We can assure the public that
all petroleum products are sup-

lied by the Bangladesh
Betmlrum Corporation through
the Eastern Refinery. Eastern
Refinery no longer uses lead to
improve the quality of its

no leaded petrol in the country.

“We now have a Tk 100 crore
proposal to expand and mod-
ernise the plant ‘to meet the
country's future needs. This
will help us refine petroleum
products with higher octane
numbers (the higher octane

- number means higher burnin[l.{

capacity - the present petro
range between 78 to 95).

Lead is used to refine im-
orted crude oll or improve the
urning quality of petroleum
roducts. However, it is also a
ethnl substance that can cause
aralysis or death when in-
ale It's Impossible for

someone to mix lead with petrol
or octane outside the refinery.
"Besides, nobody would
make any money mixing lead
with luel,” said the source.
Although unleaded fuel is

See page 11 vol 8

Owners and employees of an electric goods market at Nawabpur in the city kept their

their shulters down for half an
hour yesterday noon to prolﬂt
extortion and terrorist activi®
Lies.

The shop owners observed
the token strike from 12 noon
to 12:30 pm at the call of
Bangladesh Electrical Associa-
tion.

The shop owners also
brought oul a procession in the
area and held a rally in fromt of
the association office. The rally
was presided over by the chair-
man of the association, Joynal
Abedin Khokan.

Mian Mohammad Liton,
Monjur Ahmed, Mosharraf
Hossain, S M Nurul Alam, Mir
Glas Uddin Ahmed, Mahbub
Alam and Shahadat Hossaln
addressed the rally.

The speakers called upon the
businessmen to gel united
against terrorism. They also
threatened to slop paying Lax to
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petroleum products, so there is shutters down for half an hour yesterday protesting extortion. —Star photo See Page 12 Col 8

process needs tolerance, under- the import of two-stroke en-
standing and discussion.
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“Information Infrastructure in
SAARC Region” aims to discuss
the prospects for infrastructure

Mahfuz Anam stressed the
need for a concerted effort to fa-
cilitate the country's Internet
users Lo become part of the cy-
ber society and move ahead
with the changing times.

Nine participants and three
observers from six SAARC
counlries have been taking part

will continue its effort to con-
vince politicians to shun poli-
tics of confrontation.

will continue this process. It
may take some time but we
think a positive result will

“emerge,.” President of the Fed-

eration ol Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Abdul Awal Mintoo
told The Dalily Star yesterday.
He was asked about the out-

chiel Khaleda Zia, but the latter
rejected.
“There may be a political

and opposition will ultimately
sit for a dialogue. But we have to
keep the pressure. All other
segments ol the civil society
have to come forward and play
their roles to bring the two op-
posing political camp to the
table.”

He said the business leaders

See page 11 col 4

month. Please direct all your letters

19, Karwan Bazar (2nd & 3rd floors)
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Dhaka -1215
Bangladesh

in the workshop. Bangladesh
has 12 participants.

Information technology ex-
perts from home and abroad
will present about 17 technical
papers on dilferent aspects of
IT.

A recommendation is likely
to be adopted at the end of the
workshop on January 27 that
will seek cooperation among
SAARC members on informa-
tion technology, sources sald.

Shibir-led student
alliance calls
hartal in greater
Ctg today

From CU Correspondent
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Mr. A. Ahmed Yusuf, Executive Vice Chairman of Alpha Group is seen ?ﬂfjlf“jfr‘;;‘:t;r?;’ﬂ ‘;ftm:‘ﬂn{‘; cid V:‘;:Itm AR
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Minister. Incidentally, Bangladesh Leaf Tobacco Company Limited, | activists including two journal- o foiita®m dn
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